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I, POLICE STATE PLEBISCITES ARE BOURGEOIS LIBERAL ELLCTIONS WRIT LARGE

The Marcos plebiseite of July 27th, like its counter part, the Papadopoulos
plebisoite of July 29th received space in tho bourgeols press according to its political
color., Both Tima and lous , who still believe Llicy can rate demoerztio institutions
by thoir "_:ir" eloctions, expressed dismay over the stage managed debacle. Journalistio
stoores of tha .larcos-Pentagon payola lauded tho plebiscite, its "ordarlincss" and
its Y"frec'ca from politics”, One such Americzan correspondant, speaking over a Manila
tolecast nows oonference, denied in the best Vatorgate fashion that he had personally
ever seen a single goldier patrolling around pclling places, unlike the "inaccurate®
Yeusueelk people. Had this same correspondant simply sat in front of his.TV instead.of
touring about on government helicopters, he would not have been able to make such a
blanket denial, for uniformed PC regulars were a common enough sight, as wore the giant
AVOTE YES" wall posters papering the areas bshind the poll inspeotors. But the coeroive..
faotors in the ocunning Marcos plebiscite wore not to be found in the presence or
absence of soldiers, but in the strut of the maniocured officials who had rigged the
eloction percentage-wise even before the first of the 24 million ballots was even

printed,

The man on the street had already made up his mind about the plebiscite when
it was first announceds .

"o course IN1L vote YES, Ivon if I voted NO it will ocome out Yi¥, liks in
the January plobiscite, And if they find out who I am they might tell soncone to fire
ma, or bring me in for quostioningess.and that takes monthb. Nagu! My ohildren will
starve in times like these... And if I refuse to vote, I can be imprisoned...” The
{arcos pl-obisoits was alterall only one more chapter in the sordid history of bourgeois

oloction, wamified out of all proportion by extreme intimidation and fraud and proving
what chi’ !5 play 1t 1s to manipulate the power of the ballot when the people are fearful
and do 1ol Lave the econonic and military power to counter the unfair advantage,

Tro orly dlectator in modern times who secms to have ou'b-rltstanco““.:aroos is
Ftler #i - 1f, After scven years of martial law, Papadopoulos could boast of a
nodest v oroenont by the Graeck people, Dut in ten months Marecos whipped up a
91% sues * o roval through absolute control of the bureaucracy and throuzh fear,
It is p. 1)y reminiscent of Hitler's 925 endorsement of the Nazi Party in the fatal
1933 ple’ o ite, which was not to be Hitlor'!s last, in which Germman oitizens wore
threatc. “ith inprisonmont if they did not vote, Lven at the Dachau concentration

canp orl; rrlooners voted NO, the nearly three thousand remaining innmates of Dachau
voting ¥ ' for the very government that had incarcerated them, A year and a half later,
HM4ler >...:d his mandate to a 95% high as he legalized his seizure of the Chancellorship,
In 1933 ono of *the notorious Nuremberg documents rolated one of the seorets of his success
with ple i cit =, The dooumoent relates how the Gestapo ocompiled a master list of all
those wh» voted 110 in the Nazi plebiscite of 1938:

Copy is attached enumecrating the porsons who cast "No" votes or invalid
vot-: at Kappels The control was affeoted in the following wayt some mombers
ol tho <ioction comittoe markod all the ballots with numbers., During the
bailotin; a voters! 1ist was made up, The ballots were handed out in numerical
or .y, lhorofore it was possible afterwards...to find out the person who cast
110" votes or invalid votes. The marking was done on the back of the ballot
Wit“. Uki":‘flod milk.

In due time, thore was no one loft to vote SNO" in the Nazi plebiscites,

ooy thie month the COMELEC (Commission On Eleotions) gleefully announced that
the mandn . of the peoplo was so overwhelming that even behind barbed wire the detainces
had endor i indofinito diotatorship of Marcos at a two to one ratioy that even
in arcas 119 .. rlao and Batangas, traditional bastions of Senators Aquino and Diokno,
who 1ie novv oled in soldtary confinement, the vote for the Dictatorship was overwhalming.
A poat~pla locite press conferenco stresscd repeatodly that the numbers on the ballot,
whieh tallicd wdth the votor'!s poll reglstration form oould pot be traced and that there
was no way in which tho identlity of those who voted "NO" oould: be determined; but their
anger and ovaslveness in parrying questions on the seorecy of the ballot was only

faintly convincing, For experiences and even the testimony of the military proved the
ocontrary,
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At ona polling place in Makatd, a olark, while tearing off the stubb, glanced
at a ballot, cxclaiming:

"inai Tou votod 1i0lf? Then in a whisper. "But don't worry. I won't tell anyone,®
The anngyed votor rotorted: , "Don't think I care if you dot", ;

The verified anecdote of the month ciroulated among Underground sources is the
unbridled r g of Malacaifans ovor the writing on a comment sheet found in a precinct
in Batae, tho hometown of the dietator, which read: "I think Marcos and his entire
fanily should be exccuted," Officials lost no time in ferreting out the identyty of
the wrlter, who turned cut.to be an elderly lady, whom they tried to pinpoint as an
example of 2 porsonal grudge against the Marcos family, Inquiries were real enough, for
;.:1110 hapless old woman, foaring for her life, has fled the Ilocos region and is now in

dillgl

In spite of orocodlle pronouncemonts about freedom of discussion in the weeks
before the plebiseite, officlal behavhor from the very beginning has made it clear thit
a "'oY vote io not an objoctive matter to the dictatorship, The alleged airing of both
eides ws only a troachorous means of smoking out new die~hards, The Freo Philippines
Hews Service reports how students at the University of the Philippines were arrested
prior Yo the plebisclte for passing out leaflets urging a "No" vote and how students
at the University of Santo Tomas found wearing "NO" shbrts .were mauled. The Marcos-
lioonsed nows nedia was®nabashed, oight hour long. "Vote Yes" brainwashing session,
using evory Hidison Avenue trick known and at a collossal cost to the taxpayer. The -
Maxcos [rooo 3tuolf, hes,since June 13 of this year,been formally condemned by the
Intornatlionel Press Institute as an example of oompiete suprossion of press freedom.

Bven bolore the canvassing of the ballots had begun, COMELEC offiocials had
already begun ontlining, with some malevolencs, what action would be taken against those
who registored and "willfully refused to vote", as if they need a whipping boy for future
plebiscites. The first astonishing butt of the diotatorship'!s ire was a few thousand
ha "lcss .Jehevah'!s Witnesses, a fringe religious sect who collectively refused to vote
betause it is against their religious principles to Rwear gaths, A case was imgdia‘bely
filed against them as if they were the most odious of malefactors and new threat began
steaming off the press that all others who thumbed their nose at the sham referendutim
would bo punished as speedily as possible, like carmapping or drug violation cases,
fhis produced such a reaction of alamm that within a few days the COMELEC BAQ to deny
that any arrests would bzgin until after hearings and convictions had been completed,
reassuring petlyy officials who feared that there would not be jall spsse snough to hold
all tho poll viclaters, and in effeot admitting that millions of people had in fact /
refused to votae,

Ac soon as the first roturns were released, it became clear that many local
mayors or zovernors fixed up the YES vote in their own distriots, fearing not only
govarniontal ire, but a slash 4in the pork barrel should their distrivts show a strong
oppositions Many of those offiolals have beon dotainees at Camp Crame where thotw
roleagse was oignod aftor paying ransom monoy to the diotatorship or suococumbing to poli#iot
blaclmail, Tho residonts of Pasay City, in partiouldr,complained over the manner in
which their large NO vote was souttled by ths city mayor himself,

At one of the largest Manila high schools, teachers admitted that they had been
foroed to attond briefing sessinns to insure the success of the "YES" vote, Bofore
the ballots were counted, the toachers were given a pre-marked box of YES votes and told
to ingort thom in tho ballot boxes if the count of NO votes should exceed a certain
pre~detormined percentage, The teachers were advised, as a last gesture, to keep any
oontrary opinions to themselves, if thoy valued their continuation in the service, while
all suporvizors and Barangay offioclals wore hiandpioked for the final manipulation,

The man who ohairmaned this massive national fraud, COMELEC Commissioner Leonardo
Poren,was tho most hand-picked of them all, Long standing Marcos sycophant, Perez
has a ten year history of red-baiting as formor Chairman of the notorious Cormittese on
Anti~Filipino Activities (CAFA) and accepting britoes from Kuomintang Chinese. In spite
of his prolonged drinking bouts, next to Ponce I'nrile, the Dictator tmtsts him the most
implicitely, and saw to it that formmer Chaimman Joime Ferrer was effectively sacked
long befero the plobiscite., During the many long hours in which Perez pontificated over
£V, predioting in glowing terms the success of the "YES®™ mandate and fretting over soms
obscure leralism about the process of registration, .he never once came to toms with the
ono central. fact about the plebiscite: that it had no basis whatever in law, anymore than
illegal now constitution from which it derived its authority. All were contingent on the
whim of the man who had seized power ten months before through violence and fraud, For
Porez to sit there threatening the bapless oitdzen with six months imprisonment and fine
if he refused to acknowledge ang illegality as legal would have been almost comic, if the
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coast did not come so high.

Nowhere in post~Nazi times has such a sustalned and systemptic campaipgn of
coorcion boen concocted to herd peoplo intd polling places where they could be
photographed stinding in ldong lines walting thoir turn to vote. No ondhad to point
a gun at thon this time, as goons have done in the past; the compulsiont were built
in characteristics of martial law itself. Intire seotors were faced with hidden
persuaderst the military,whdlknew too well of the network of prison camps and the
countless and unnamed who havh rotted there for almost one year without any charges
being filed against them, could vote NO and face investigation, treason charges or even
the firing osquad; Soveral million government employees knew that at the end of August
200,000 more government employees were to be laid off and by voting NO they ocould add
their namo to the rostor; Even fiftoen to eighteen year olds may have second thoughts
as thoy reoalled tho national entrance exam whioch will be required of all college fresh=
men, knowinz the blacklists which have atrea dy disqualified thousands of students as
fsubvercivos,  DBut the CAICLEC's +trump card was the announcement only twenty-four
hours bofora the deadline for registration that in the future the Barangay registration
Doxe and voters nunbor would be used as an identity card for buying rice in the pilas
and that those who could not show their receipt would be out of luck, Rlce disenfran-
chisenont is as offective as bullets. The Philippines, like most of Southeast Asia is now
gripped by drought and severe rice shortages, It worked,

But why then, did Marcos restage a more expensive version of the massive January
eleotoral fraud after only eight months and at a cost of four million pesos, as admitted
by Comnissioner Perez?  Apparently for two reasons. The first was to please his long=
time U3 milditary advisers and financial backers by staging a more convincing bourgeois
liberal=-typo electoral spectacle; for the first plebiscite they found something of an
embarrassinent with its Van Thieu-like orudities and the swiftness of its execution. Them -
the US Congross will have to bo convinced of some token of popular support to justify
budget approval of the usual mammbth US military assistance cormittments in the Phil=-
ippines for the next fiscal year =~gommittments which have totalled a rough $800
million since 1946, the lion's share of which, illegally, and openly supports counter=
insurgency against National Liberation forces waging guerilla warBfare. The July
plebiscite was carefully designed down to the last detail to please the most fastidious
bourgeois Western pollster in order to reinforce the Dictatorship!s credit abroad,

Porhaps Marcos's most important reason for a trumped up popular mandate was to
acourately guaige the full extent of resoiute opposition 8 regime beiors taking
sternor measures on the populace, which he unavoidably must in the next six months as
tha enti s country is sweptl by drought, famine, and acute economic instability, in spite
of 2]l assurances by the dictatorship to the contrary, While the YES vote is uncon=
vinelng, Zor many voted undor duress, it is an accurate index of how many can be kept
in lino through fear and andety. DBut the same cannot be said of the NO vote, which
required some ocourage and defiance to execute, The full extent of the NO vote was never
played up in the press; only the 1,856,7.{1'4 (9,33%) who actually makked their ballots
NO were taken note of, But this was onlyasmall proportion of those who refused to endorse
the Marcos diotatorship, It is these whom both Marcos and the militant National
. Dsmoerafic Front view with the greatest of interest.

One of thes most important aspects to take note of in assessing the full extent
of tho NO vote i1s the unfolding of the COMZLEC timetable., On July 26th, twenty-four
hours before the plebiscite, it was announced that 22 million voters had registered.
This is a proposterous figure in a popmlation of 39 million with one of the highest birth
rates anyvhere in the world., In all previous prscidential eleotions, in which voters
wore lured into the polls by crisp five or ten peso bills, the median number of voters
has never excceded seven million. Even by jacking up this figure with the controversial
15-18 year old group, 2,388,488 of whom voted in the plebiscite the next day, it would
still not swell the eleotorate by more than ten million, The plebiscite was extended
by one day, ending ot nineOo'clock on July 28th.

Five days later the CQMELEC announced that nine million votes out of a possible
nineteen million had already been accounted for and that the remaining NINE million
would be reported within twenty-four hours and that the proclamation of the results would
be final. A breakdown of NO votes by cities and areas was then published, indicating
a 20% opposition to the diciatorship in cities 1like lManila, Quezon City, Batangas CGity,
and Malolos, Cortain areas like Eastern Samar had regictered an unforseen 503 oppositiene
Neover again were theso area lists ever agxim published in any newspaper. On the sixth
day following the plebiscite, as promised, a miraculous, TF million more votes were
pulled out of the CQMELEC hat the plebiscite closed andid®fally proalaimed as sode

dictator for an indefinite term by & 90,674 landslide endorsement of popular support.
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i T6 the 9% NO voto canvassed in the precincts, we must add still another 13%

of all rogistrants, which the CQRIILEC and Marcos himself acoused with some annoyance
of boycotting the election. It 1s this rough three million voters who felt so strongly
about tho sham plebiscite that they now risk fine and possible imprisonment for thoir
posture of outright boyoott, To this computerized five million anti-fasocist opposition
which could not be cowed by the all the power of ths dictatorship to destroy them, if
he so chooses, we must now add an unspecified and large segmentg which boycotted both
the rogistration and the rafetdndum, Thore are verifiad reports of entire regions
in the Visayss in which not a single soul could be goaded into voting, although the P8
is reported to have gone from house to house harranging them. In one area in Samar,
five ontirc comwunities agreed to boycott the plebiscite and did so with such effective=
ness thot only the town mayor voteds In the Greater Manila Area massive boycotting
hag also been reported, but none of this ever reached the Marcos press,

Assuning that nine million voters, under threat of rice disenfranhhisement, did
actually swell the usual seven million, as raported twenty-four hours before the
proclamation by the COMELEC; and likewlse assuming, as testified by public school
teachers that the other ten million votes extracted with such lightening like speed and
never broken down by procinots or regions were the pre-marked extra billots prepared to
Jack up the porcontage to a more impressive degree; if the five million NO and boycott
votes can bo matchod by a conservative one million more who refused to register at all, .
i1t must be concluded that a rough six million Filipinos, or tho-thirds of the electorate
wera rcoolutely wunwllling to endorse the dictatorshipe To stand up and be coudttd in
this manncr wnder martial law in a police statg.is an act of rare courage, As far
ag the National Demeocratic Rront is concerned,/fs this approximate six million who,
by thoir acta of defiance, have spoken more oclearly than all the alleged 91% who were
trumped up for senatorial hawks in Washington D, C,

On August 4th, the seventh day after the plebiscite, Feuhrer Ferdinand made
his M™ncugursl® addross at four in tho afternoon, proclaiming himself indefinite ruler
by populer mandato, That done, in the very next breath he threatened both the military

and povernmont offleclals with now arrosts and more extonsive orackdowns., He thon
fhyranged with groat scoffing an opposition Sonator who had published at letter attacking
the dictatorsiip in tho Naw Xoxk Timas. Then, as if he were not entirely satigfied

with tho rosults of the plebiscite, ho once again harranged the entire nation to reify
thelr "randata, Tho oholoe ho repeated, as if making a speech at the Nixon inauguration,
is "My .leadorship or a Communist xevolution.”

' Marecoa! :
- Posoibly hg::omgaoioun oronies in the Pcntagon applauded these words and also
his faodlo demonstration of just how thoroughly they had tutored him on the fine points
of a porf:ct bourgeois~liboral election, down to tho last facade, But the Filipino =7
peoplo mre not 5o easily decelved into acoepting another police state plobiscite
okillfully enmnoflaged to look like a olrcumspect US bourgeols electlon; for they have
conprohended thit all such eleotions are of the same vintage: the top swindler foroces
his depondont wards through elther rewards or punishments to legalize his crimes for
a longor perlod of time., In bourgeols lileral electlons sugar coated rewards are used
and in police state plebiscltes armalites and iron fists, But basically they are the same,

Tho people of the Philippines, like the people of Indochina are tired of beoing
used to increass the woll-baing of the super-rich; they are equally fed-up with boeing
told that Marcos is a good choice and Commuinism is a necessarily bad choice, Neither
do they understand why the US rams thls cholce down their throats by financing fat
millitary assistance proyrams and supplying the training and amms that has put close
to 20,000 Fillpinos behind barbed wira, dastroyed the nation's press and prostituted
its schools to the Nixon Doctrine, Approximately six million Filipinos, and possibly
millions more who dare not vote NO, have, in effeot, closed ranks with revolutionary
forces by varlous forns of dissent durdng the July plebiscite, It is not likely, in
tha lean months to come, that they will be less easily cowed by new attempts to
whitewash the New Soolety.

#(lvio Rosiotance Unlimited (CRUSH) issues this bulletdn, 'Please show your sympathy
with gur teang by retyping copies of this issue and passing them on.
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