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I, POLICE STATE PLEBISCITES ARE BOURGEOIS LillERAL ELECTIONS WRIT LARGE 

The Mnroos plebis-aito or July 27th, like its counter part, the Papadopoulos 
plebiooite of July 29th reooivod opncc i n the bourgeois preos according to its political 
color. Both Xir~ nnd ~ , who still believe '.;, c,y c:in ra~ democr::.tio inoti tutions 
by thoir N:.air 11 elootions, expressed dismay over the st.'.lga managed debacle. Journallstio 
stooc;es o ' t h_;i .J.10. rcos-Pontagon payola lnudod t ho plebiscite, its "ordtbrlinoos" and 
its 11£rec· c:n fro!ll politics". One such Amcri ::.1n oorreopondant, opeaking over a Hanila 
telecast , cws oonrerence, denied in the best "\·la tor~ato fashion that he had poroonnll.y 
ever ooen n single soldier patrolling around polling pl.noes, unlike the "inaccurate" 
Nawsw-;c:k people. Had this same oorreopondant silllply sat in front or his . TV instead .of 
touri..'1g abol!t on gove1'11IJent helicopters, he would not have been able to 111:ike such a 
blanket denial, for unii'onned PC re(;Ulars were a common enough sight, ao wore tho giant 
"VOTE ~" wall posters papering the areas b13hind the poll inspectors. But the coeroi'n,_ 
factors in the cunning l!aroos plebioci te wora not to be found in the presence or 
ab.aence or aoldiers, but in the strut or the manicured officials who had rigged the 
al.action percentage-wise. even before the first or the 24 million ballots was eTen 
printed. 

The man on the street had al.read;y- mad0 up his mind about the plebisoi~ when 
it was fi r ct announced a 

11 G.'.'cou:..~co I'll vote YES. Evon if I votr..d HO it will 00J11e out mJ , lik& in 
t ho J nu:ir.r 101 loci to. And if they find out who I SJll they might tall oomoons to fire 

1110 , or brin r,1e in for questioning •••• and t hat takes monthb. ~I My children will 
:it-::i:rvo i n ti,-;i0c like these ••• Andi! I refu.s0 to vote, I can be imprisonod ••• n The 

I 
J 

. 1-forooe pl -- tinoit,o uns after .11l only one more chapter in the sordid history ot .bourgeois 
olootio,, ·,, ! ;;nii'ied out of nll proportion by extreme intimidation and fraud and proving 

' i1hat chiJ.: 1 ; pl .-iy it is fo m:mipulate t he power of the ballot when the people are tearful 
,ind do .. o~ h::.\·c the econ0:.lio and military power to co\\ntor the wl.fair advantage. 

'J.'i~o o:·' · 1 eta tor in modern times who s eems to have out-distance-; ~'.3.roos is 
Hi. tl r r.-i · J.!. . Af ter ocvon years of roertinl 1- w, Papadopoulos could bo:ist of a 
mode.s t [i, 'r.· or:; .nent by the Groek people. Dut in ten months Marcos whi pp c. t:.p a 
91i ouc~ , ~ t ... r ov:iJ. through absolute oontrol of the bureaucracy and t hrou h f'e ar. 
n i c t-1·•: .. , .y r eminiscent of Hi tlsr1 a 92% endor oemont of the Nazi Party in t he !at.al 

, 1933 pl o· ~ ·,~i t<.. , which wns not to be Hitlor 1s l a ii t, in which German oiti.zeno wore 
threnk , --i t h ii"'lpri:iorunont i! they did not vote. Even at the Dachau concentra tion 
co.mp orl v r r~oon~rs voted NO, the nearzy throe thouoand remaJ.ning inna tes of Dachau 
voting .: • for t he vory gavornmont that had incarcerated thorn. A year and a half' l..ator, 
Hi tlor ).' ,,1cd hio ma.ndata to a 9•yf, high no ho legalized his seizure or the Cl::inoellorship. 
In l 9JG ono of t o notorious Nuremberg documents roJ.ated one or the secrets of his sucoes• 
with p1c··• .. -oit s . T'ne document rolatos how the Gestapo compiled. a master list ot all 
thoDo wJ-, 0 voted ,W in the Nazi pl.ebisoi te or l9J8 a 

Co;,y io nttaohed onwnorating the porsons who cast "No" votes or invalid 
vat ~ i at Kappel. The control wno arrooted in the following waya some members 
ol t.10 w.:iction ccxnmittoe roarkod all the ballots with numbers. D.irin~ the 
b11.l1oti r, .. n vo.tero I list was mad8 up. The ballots were handed out in numerical 
or r , t l!or fora it was poosiblo nfterwnrds ••• to rind out the person who cast 
111!::11 votoo or invalid votos. The marking was done on the back of tho ballot. 
wi t h oki.ni.mod milk. 

In duo time , thore was no one left to vote 1NO" in the Nazi plebiscites. 

E•_· ~ t Li a month tho CCNELEC (Commi:Jsion On ·El~otiona) gleoi'ulzy announced that 
tho 1110.nrl·. ~ of t J,o pooplo wao oo avorwhal.rni.ng that oven behind barbed uiro tho detaine.a 
had ontl.:i t . : i ntlof inito dictatorship of H,1rcoo at a two to ono ratio, that oven 
in uroo.o l i'·., ... ~ h o and Batangao, trnditiona.l bastions of Senators Aquino and Diokno, 
l ho lio r.111•·: 01'.:u in Doll tury oon!inornont, the vote for the Dicta tors hip was overwhal.mi.ni• 
A po:.r t-pl o' ,j a:-.. to prooo conroronoo otrooood repoatodl.y that the numbero on the ballot, 
, hich tr.illi r 1 ui th t ho v·otor 1 a poll regiotration f'Ol'ln could 11"'1 be traced and that theN 
wao no \IOY i n uhioh tho idontl. iv'" of thooo who votod "NO" oould· be detennined1 but their 

ncror and ovaoivenoou in p:i~ questions on the 1ecreoy ot the ballot wae only 
i'nintly oonv1.no1.na. For oxporionces and even the t.•t.imoJV' ot ~ lllilit&17 prated the 
oontrar,. 



., • • At o.,:i pollin,; pl nc in Makat.1., a clark, while tearing ott the stubb, glanced 
o. t a b!lllot , c ·-:ol n , "i.n r:: 1 

11.'i.1~-i. i "ou obd 11:01 tn · Thon in a whisper. 11But don1t worry. I won't tell aeyone.• 
T'no onnoy l.)d voto r otortocl 1 , "Don It think I care it you dol 11 • 

. . 
Tho v~rifiod anecdote of the month circulated among Underground sources is the 

unbr -ltUod r- f; C of H-.1J.ncn)¥a.'lf ovor the wr1 ting on a comment shoat round in a precinct 
in Ea-toe, t 10 ho:'leto.m of the dictator, which read1 11I think Marcos and his entire 
i'am.~ should be oxocutod. 11 Officials lost no time in ferreting out the identj;cy ct 
the wrlte1•, H o t-urncd out . to be an olderl.y lady, whom they tried to pinpoint as an 
exornple of a. per s onal. grudge ae;ainst the Marcos t~. Inquiries were real, enough, for 
t ho haploos old woman, r oaring for her life, has ned the llocos region and is now in 
hi.dins. 

In spite of crocodile pronouncements about freedom ot discussion in the woeks 
before t ho pl cbi ocite, of fic-lal bahnvjia,r from the very beginning has made it clear th&t 
a 11N0 11 vote i :, not an objective matter to tho dictatorship. Tho nll.eged airing of both 
tides .was onzy a treachorous means of Sllloking out new die•hards. The Froe Phil.ippines 
Uo11s Sorvioo reports how s tudents at the University of the Philippines wore arre:ited 
prior to t ho pl ebincito for paosing out leanats urging a "No 11 vote and how students 
a-t t ha Urn, orsi ty of S~nto Tomas found wearing "NO~ ahtirts .were mauled. The Harooa­
lloon!lc n-:ms madia , ras9hi.nbaohed, eight hour long . "Vote Yea" brainwashing sesoion, 
using 0 •10-:!y Mildi:ion Avenue trick known and at a colloasal oost to the taxpayer. The - , 
Harcos ~. r .,:.i ::; i t.:Jol f,.o, ho.s sinoo Juna 13 of this year. bean formally condemned by the 
Intor-n:\tion!:.l Press Ins£i.tute as an eXlllllple or oom;iiete supression of press freedom. 

Ev-en boforo t he canvassing o:r the ballots had begun, ro!ELEC offioials had 
already begun outlini!:ng , with some malovolencs1, what action wouJ.d be taken against those ✓-
nho r E: r,istorod nnd 11will.full.y refused to vote 11 , as if they need a whipping boy for future 
p),ebi s cites . The first astonishing butt of the dictatorship's ire was a few thousand , 
malhcso .Jehcva.li 1s Witnes:iea, a fringe religious sect who collectivel,y refused to vote 
be6

1
auso it is against their religious principles to ~ear 'it,aths. A case was immgdiate}¥ 

i'iled againa t t hem as .if they were the most odious of malefactors and new threat began 
s teainine off t he press that all others who thumbed their nose at the sham referendumm 
would bo puni shed as speedily as possible, like carnapping or drug violation ca:ies. 
filrl. s produced such a reaction of alann that within a few clai1s the CCMELEC ~ to deey 
that any arres ts would lx!gin until after hearings and convictions had been completed, 
r e::iasui"ing p3tty of ficials who feared that there would not be jail spaaa ;;;nu;igh to hold 
nil t ho poll viclaters, and in effect admitting that millions or people had in fact / 
refuood to vote . 

Ac coon ao tho firot returns wore released, it became clear that many local 
m:i.yor, or ~ovornors fixed up the YES vote in their own districts, fearing not only 
e;ovo1 ·:i,mt al ire, but a olnsh in tho pork barrol should thoir distriots show a strong 
oppooition. l-!N\'f or t hose officials have boon dotainoos at Camp Orame where thoh 
r clonoe wao oignod after paying ransom money 'to tho diotntorohip or ouooumbing to pollitii.ol. 
blaolonail. •n10 rooidonts of Pnsay City, in p11rtioul..lr_, canplained over the manner 1n 
which t he!.:- largo NO vote was souttled by tht, oicy mayor himself. 

At one or the largest Mn.nil.a high schools, teachers admitted that they had been 
forced -t;o att end briefing sessinno to incuro t he success of the "YES" vote. Before 
tho ballots were counted, tho teachers were gi ven a pre-marked box or YES votes and told 
to inoort thom in tha ballot boxes if the count of NO votes should exceed a certain 
pre-doto:nninod poroontago. Tbs teachers ware advised, as a last gesture, to keop any 
contrary o;,iniono to themselves, it thoy val.uod their continuation in the sorvice. while 

·. QJJ. ouporvlooro and Barangay ottioiala wore hnndpiclced for the final ITID.nipul.D.tion. 

Tho ma.n who ohllinnnnod this m111,oivo nt1ti0Ml trnud, CCMELEC Cornmiooionor Loonnrdo 
Poroz ,wao tho mos t hand-picked of them all. Long standing Marcos eyoophant, Perez 
hna n ten year hiotory of red-baiting as !omer Chainnnn of the notorious Camnittee on 
Anti- Filipino Activi tieo · ( CAFA) and nooopting bri1Yos from Kuomintang Chinese. In spite 
of hi s pr oiongcd drinking bouts, next to Ponce Enr-Ue, the Dictator tmtsts him the most 
implici toly , and oaw to it that fomer Chaim.an Jt.:\r,1a Ferrer was effect.i vel,y sacked 
limg bofo.!•e tho plobiscite. During the many lone; hours in which Perez pontificated over 
'iN , prodio-ting in_ glowing te:nns the success or the "YES" mandate and fretting over sane 
obocuro l oeallsm about the proces:i of regi strntion, .he never once came to toms with the 
ono central fact about the plebiscite I that it had no basis whatever in law, anymore than 
illegal now constitution from whioh it derived its authoricy. All were contingent on the 
whim of tha mnn who had seized power ten months before through.violence and fraud. For 
Perez to sit there throatening the haplesa citizen with six months imprisonment and fin• 
1f he Nf'uaed to aokncn4edae &Jl: ill•iali ~ ae leiial vould ban been almost oad.o, it the 

:~ 

... 



• -J- • oost did not oo o ao hish. 

Nowhere ill pant-Nazi timo3 has suoh a sustained and systemptic campaii:,i of 
coer cion boon ooncootod to herd people intci. polling placea where they ~uld be 
photo{lrnphc s ·i;:1ndil1e in llma line3 waiting thoir turn to vote. No on had to point 
a gun a t t ho.. this time, ns goono have done in the past; tho compulsion wore built 
in c 'lO. r acterioti.cs of martial. law itself. Entire sectors were faced with hidden 
per cu:ide1·0 1 the mllitacy,who)mow too well of the network of prison camps and the 
oountlos and unnamed who bavh rotted there for almost one year without any charges 
bein1:; filed against them, could vote no and face investigation, treason charges or even 
the firing oquad; Several million governmant employeas !mow that at the and of August 

. , 200,000 more government employees wore to be laid off and by voting NO thay eould add 
their nnme to t ho roster; Evon fifteen to eighteen year olds may have second thoughts 
o.s they rooalled tho national entrance exam which lrl.l.l. be required of all college fresh­
men , knowine; t he blo.cl:lis ts which have al:rea dy disqualli'iod thousands of students as 
11 Gubveroivo11 11 • But the CCNELEC1s trump card was the-announcement only twency•four 
hour s b::-i\:,;.•.:i the dondlino for regi::itration that in the future the Barangay registra~on 

01·d and vo'i;er s nUJ11bor would be used as an identity card for buying rice in the m.w, 
and 'Glut t l.o:;e who could not show thoir receipt would be out of luck. Rioe disenfran• 
ohise1~ nt i s ao offectivo as bullets. The Philippines, like most of Southeast Asia is now 
gripped by drought and severe rice shortages. It worked. 

, · But wey thon, did Marcos restage a more expensive version of the massive January 
, electoral fr.:iud after only eight months and at a oo,9t of four million pesos, as admitted 
by CoG!mis.si oner Per ez ? Apparcnt.l_y for two reaaons. The first ·was to please his long-

' time OS mill tary advisers and financial backers by staging a more convincing bourgeois 
liboru-type olectoral specta~le; for the first plebiscite they found something of an 
ombarraoSlnent with its Van Thieu-like orudi ti.es and the swiftness of its execution. Then · 
the US Congros:i will have to be convincdd of some token of popular support .to justify 
budget approval of the usual mammdrth OS military assistance coomdttments in the Phil ... 
1ppinos £or tho next fiscal year -committments which have totalled a rough $800 

. million since 1946, the lion 1s share of which, illegal.ly, and opency supports counter­
insurgency against National Liberation force:, waging guerilla wanJfare. The Juzy 
plebiscite was carefulzy designed down to tho last detail to pl.ease the most fastidioua 
bourgeois Western pollster in order to reinforce the Dlctatorahip 1s credit abroad. 

Per haps Marcos•s most important reason for a trumped up popular mandate was to 
acourai:;el~• gu:11;0 the full extent of resoi..ute o po~tition t&Ju_s regime be:lore taking 
st :'.'nor ·.i;roauros on tho populace, which he unavoidabl_y must in the next six months as 
t b,:i enti:.' e country is swept b;w dr.oue;ht, f amine, and acute economic instability, in spite 
of nll iwci.trance·!l by the dictatorship to -the contrary. While the YES vote is uncon• 
vinoin~ , ior many voted under duress, it is an accurate index or how many can be kept 
in l ine 'throug 1 fear and anxiety. But the same cannot be said of the NO ·vote, which 
required oome courage and defiance to executo. The full extent of the NO vote was nffer 
played up in the press; only the l,8.56,7lt4 (9.33%) who actually marked their ballots 
NO wore taken note or. But this was onlj-,..small proportion of those who refused to endorae 
tho Marcos dictatorship. It is the!le whom both Marcos and the militant National. 

. Dsmocrat:i.c Front view with the greatest oi interest. 

One of th/3 most important aspects to take note or in assessing the full extent 
of tho NO vote is the unfolding of the CCMEL!:~C timetable. On July 26th, twenty-tour 
hours before tho plebiscite, it wns annoW1ced that 22 million voters had registered. 
This is a preposterous figure in a population of 39 million With one ot the highest birtb 
rates anywhoro in tho world. In all previous pI' : ! d~!!tiol elections, in which voters 
wero lured into the polls by crisp five or ten pe!lo bills, the median number or voters 
hAs never exceeded seven million. Even by jacking up this figure with the controversial 
15-18 year old group, 2,388,468 or uhom voted in the plebiscite the next day, it would 
still not swell the electorate by more than t.en m1llion. The plebiscite was extended 
by one day, ending et nine0o 1clook on July 28th. 

Five days later the CCMELEC announced thnt nine million voteo oUt or a pos::,ible 
nineteen million bad alrondy bofln nocounted for o.nd that the remaining NINE million 
would be reported within twenty-four houro and thAt the proclamation or the results would 
be final. A breakd0\-111 or NO votes by cities and areas was then published, indicating 
a 20% opposition to the dictatorship in oitios like llanila, Quezon Cicy, Batangas Cicy, 
and Malolos. Corta.1.n areas like Eaatern samo.r had regictered an un:forsoen 50% opposition. 

, Nover again wore theao area lists ever ~ publi!Jhod in aey nen-rspaper. On the sixth 
day following tho plebisoitct, aa pranised, a miraculou~~Jld,llion more votes wore 
pullod out of tho Ga·tELEO hilt tho plebisoitct closed and~~~ prO<ililimed as eole 
dictator ror an indefinite tem b,y a 90.67'{, landallde endoraement of popular support. 

I 
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Ta tho 9~ NO vote oanvnaaed in the precincts, wa must add ati.11 another 13% 

of all ro~istrants, which the COMELEC and Mnroos himself acouoed wi. th some annoyanca 
o:r boycotting the election. It io this rough three million voters who felt so strongly 
about tho oh:im pl abisoito that they now risk fine and posaiblo imprisonrnont !or thoir 
pos ture of outr1Ght boycotto 'fo this co.11put orizod f°ive million anti-fascis t opposit.1.on 
1,hich could not be cowed by tho all the power of th'3 dictatorship to de!ltroy them, it 
he so choos es , we must now add an unspecified nnd l~rgo S8(9110n~ which boycottej_ both 
the r e~oti-~tion and t he rifletibndUl!l. 1'hore nre verifiad reports of entire regions 
in the Visayss i n which not a single ooul could be goaded into voting, al.though tha PS 
i s roporfod to have r:: one from houGe to house ha1Tanging them. In one area in Samar, 
i'ivo ontiro communities agr eed to boycott the plebiscite and did so with such e.rt'acti.ve­
noss t hat only t he to1m mayor voted. In the Greater Manila Area massive boycotting 
has also been r eported , but nono of this ever reached the Marcos press. 

. As3' 1:lng that nine million voters, under threat of r.i.oe disonfranbhis81llent, did 
acturu.J.y BH l the uou;il seven million, as r eported twenty-four hours before the 
proolo.t'\a t ion by t ho CO}iELECt nnd likewi se ns:nuning, as testified by public school 
teacher s t hat t ho othor ten million votes extracted with suoh lightening like speed and 
nover br o:cen dmm by pr ecincts or regions were the pre-marked extra blllots prepared to 
j nclc up -c110 porcontago to a more improssive dee;rea; if tho five million NO and boycott 
vofos can bo inntehod by .:,, con.sorvativa one million more who rerUBed to register at all, 
it mu:; t ho concluded t hat n ro-a;;h six million Filipinos, or tho-thirds of the electorate 
wer o r c::olut/.'ly umd.ll.ing to endorse the d.iot.1torship. To stand up and be oouruU!d 1n 
this mannor under martial law in a police sta~tis an act or rare courage. As far · 
as t he K:ition:u Democratic lilront is ooncerned,,,,is this approxim.ate six million who, 
by t helr aot:i or· do:fianca, have spoken more clearly than all the alleged 91i who weN 
trumped up for senatorial hawks in Washington n.c. 

On Aul!Ust 4th, the oeventh da.y af'ter the plebiscite, Feuhrer Ferdin..md made 
hio 11:tn w~1u-.:1.l 11 nddron::: o.t four in tho afternoon, proclaJ.roinc: himseU indefinite ruler 

/ 

b-.r popul1.1. inJ.nd:.1 to . Thll t done, in tho very next breath he threa tenod both the 1nil1 tary 
nnd e.ovr.,rnmont offioinls w.1. th now nrrootl.l o.nd more extensive orackdowno. Ha then 
!ili::-rnn;-:cd ,-r.1.th gr eat s coffing an opposition Senator who had published a,t letter attacldnC 
t ho dict.a.tcr :ih:l. in tho li,,QJ:t.X,ork 'l'jm~ Thon, a:, it he were not entirely saWi'i.ed 
with th r osul t::i of the plebisoi te, ho onoe again harro.nged the entire nation to reify 
t heir '¾·,M l,1.t" " . Tho ohoioe he ropoatod, as ii' making a speeoh at the Nixon inaulfl1%'ation, 
is 1111,y .l oadorBhip o;, a C0111111unist revolution. n 

H11 rcos 1o • 
rosaibly hi-r. rapaoiouo cronies in tho Pcntae;on applauded those words nnd also 

his !no:l.lo domonstrntion of juot how thoroughl_y they Md tutored him on the fine point, 
or o. porr ~ot boure;ooio-liboral election, do\m to tho last i'noade. But tho Filipino - ..__ 
peopl o 1Vlr not s o easily deceived into accepting another palica state plobisoite 
okillful.ly oru~onae;cd to look like a circumspect US bourgeois eleotion1 :Cor they have 
c01npruhondol1 t hut all auoh olootion., are of the same vintage & tho top swindler !orces 
his dopondont wnrde bhrouch t)ithor rewards or punishments to legaliza his crimes !or 
a lous or por i od of ti1ij,3- D1 bour~eois liberal elections sugar coated rewards ura used 
and in polios state ploblsoltes annaJ.itas and iron i'lsts. But basical:cy t.hey are the same. 

Tho poople of t ho Philippines, like the people or Indochina are tired of boing 
us ed t o i ncr ease the well-baing of the super•rich1 they are oquru.ly fed-up 1-d.th being 
told t ha t Harooo is a (iOOd choice and Canmunism is a nooes.:::ari.ly bad choice. Neither 
do t hey under s tand wey t he U'J r .'.l!lls this choice down their throats by financing fat 
milltnr y nsai s ~ nce pr o1muns and 5llpply-lns t he training and anns that has put clos e 
to 20, 000 Fil-lp:l.nos behind barbed wira, destroyed the nation's press and prostituted 
ito s chools t o the Nixon Doctrine. Approximately six million Filipinos, and possibly 
millions mor e who dare not vote NO, have, in effeot, closed ranks with revolutionary 
forces by varl ous !orllls of dissent during the July plebiscite. It is n~~ ~'<eq, in 
t he l oan months to come, tha·t they· 'Wil.l be less eaail;y' cowed by new attempts to 
whitowo.ah t ho ow Soci ety. 

:&01v1c Ilosi otlnce Unlimitod (CRUSH) 1.oauas this bullet.in. Pleaae shaw your 81Jlll)&t!\'r 
wit.lJ. 01,r to;:vna by retyping copit!IS ot this iasue and puaiJli thlla ODo 
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