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Zachares ‘confused’ on Stayman

By Jojo Dass
Variety News Staff
ACTING Labor and Immigration

Secretary Mark Zachares on Friday
sniped back atInsular Affairs Director

Allen Stayman, calling the federal
official “abit imesponsible " and “"con-
fusing.™

“If I were Mr. (Allen) Stayman, 1
willcheck mysources,” said Zachares.

“Or perhaps,” he added, "if he
would liketoknow, hecancometous
and find out what our procedures
are... even better, he can go to the
attorneys (of the workers).”

Zachares said he finds Stayman

“confusing.”

“ think it's a bit irresponsible of
himtosay whathe said withoutcheck-
ing the facts,” he said.

Christian Dior

COUTURE

Area Manager
Guam and Saipan

World renowned Christian Dior has an excellent opportunity for a key executive
to manage existing and future retail operations in Guam and Saipan. Successful
candidate will possess a proven record in the management of retail operations
in a fine specialty boutique or luxury goods environment. Duty free business
expericnce desired. Excellent verbal and written communication skills.

Japanese/English abilities a plus.

For consideration, please forward a detailed resume in confidence to,

Christian Dior Saipan Limited

PO Box 708 CK
Saipan
MP 96950

Fax 670 234-0552

Equal Opportunity Employer

Stayman, a staunch advocate of a
CNMl federal takeover, hasexpressed
concerns overreports he hasreceived
about arrested “*deportable” workers
not being given due process.

Stayman said he was informed that
“workers are brought in without the
opportuniy to be represented by legal
counsel.”

“We would like to assure Mr.

Prize Lesto:

Sonata 91

Sonata '97 $8,900
$3,200
Espero '96 $6,500
GrandeurVe6 ‘91 $4,400

QUALITY USED CARS AT PRICES STARTING FROM

Call or visit us today!

- Sales

e Rental
» Service
 Repairs
. Parts

Locazed az: CHALAN PIAO In-between HOPWOOD & INTERKAM Building

NEED TO SELL YOUR CAR?

We also buy or you can bring your car & make a direct sell to any buyers between
8am-6pm on weekends (Sat. & Sun.)

Save yourself the hassle & let us handle the selling at a very low charge!

Stayman that even though we are
getting tough and we are doing our
job, all the people who were detained
were afforded bail hearings and ad-
vised of their rights to counsel,” said
Zachares.

The 1] workers anrested during an
unannounced inspection at Marianas
Fashion last week have been bailed
out at $5,000 each and a hearing has
been set this week, he added. One of
the workers have been immediately
released.

The 11 workers were represented
by the company lawyer, Robert
O'Connor, of the O’Connor, Dotes
and Banes law firm.

“Itis very disturbing to our depart-
ment. We want to ensure that all the
rights are afforded not just to the
employers, buttothe affected people,
the workers, as well,” said Zachares.

An overstayer, once arrested is
detained pending a court hearing al-
lowing him to show cause why he
should not be deported.

After that hearing, the arrested
overstayer is released on bail and

Allen Stayman

directed to attend another hearing
where the court will issue aruling on
the case.

There were instances, however,
where an overstayer does not show
upagain,preferringto goundergnound
to avoid deportation. The courts, in
these cases, rulesindefaultand orders
the concerned overstayer’s immedi-
ate deportation once found.

Continued on page 27

By Jojo Dass
Variety News Staff

safety enforcement officer said.

wirings.

Wrong electrical wirings most
common garment ‘infraction’

WRONG installation of eletrical wirings is the most common violation of
federal health and safety standards among garment firms, a government

In an interview, Ron Biggers, who is working with the Department of
Laborand Immigration’s Safety and Health Office, said the case is the same
with US mainland garment factories.

Biggers, who said he has been conducting safety inspections over the last
10 years, explained that most garment factories were buildings that were
builtlong before the federal governmentcame up withathorou ghre gulation
on the installation of electrical wirings.

“Usually these are old buildings,” he said.

On Saipan, he said, most garment factories were actually buildings that
were.converted for the purpose without taking intoaccountexisting policies.

Atleast two of the three garment firms thus far inspected by DOLI have
electrical wirings found not in compliance with federal regulations.

Atleast one, the Advance Textiles in Navy Hills, he has, said could face
up to $75,000 in fines for alleged failure to comply with the regulations.

Marianas Fashion, a garment firm in Chalan Piao, was also found with
about 23 health and safety violations mostly involving wrong electrical

It was not immediately known whether last Thursday’s “‘unannounced
inspection” on TransAsia Garment Forte, and Concorde Garment Manu-
facturing INc, also yielded similar violations.

Govemment has stepped upitsdrive against erring garment manufactur-
ersinlightofcontinuing criticismsfromthe federal governmentoveralieged
trade fraud and human rights violatons being committed in the industry.

Business sector position
on ‘takeover’ out today

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE BUSINESS sector in the
Northern Mariana Islands is ex-
pected tocome out witha consoli-
dated position on the federal take-
over of CNMI's labor and immi-
gration functions, it was learned
over the weekend.

Saipan Chamber of Commerce
president Joe C. Ayuyu said the
business community is still con-
federating information pathered
during the organization’s Cov-
enant 902 forum Wednesday
night.

Ayuyu said the Chamber wants
to come up with a compilation of
a really comprehensive view of
the private sector’s position on
issues that will be brought up dur-

ing the US Senate hearing on fed-
eral takeoverlegislation by end of
the month in Washington.

“Weareexpecting tomake pub-
lic our solid position by Mon-
day,” he told Variety.

He said the 902 talks will ve a
very tough discussion between
representatives of federal and
CNMI governments, adding that
the federal government appears
to be really bent on its immigra-
tion and minimum wage takeover
plans “regardiess of what we say.”

He said the business commu-
nity is coming out with a position
paper for the March 31 hearing,
but disclosed that individual po-
sition taken by Chamber mem-
bers is still being consolidated

Continued on page 27
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Tan clarifies on

DOLI inspection

TAN Holdings Corp. clarified yes-.
texdaythattheso—called“hlohly regu-
lateddrugs” foundinside the garment
factory during last week’s raid by
government agents were “‘normally
prescribed medicine.”

“Itappeared someof the substances
were brought, perhaps by employ-
ees, in local stores without prescrip-
tion,” stated a press release from Tan
Holdings.

I will not tolerate these kinds of
potentially harmful substances being
found in my factory because they

- couldendanger my employees,” said

Willie Tan, president of Tan Hold-
ings.

Tan also said the reported “clinic”
found by the DOLI inspectors was
not a clinic but an OSHA required
first aid station for his employees.

He added that his company had an
ongoing negotiation with Saipan
Health Clinic to guarantee quick and
safe professional remedies for the
factory workers’ health concerns.

“The arrangement,” Tan added,
“was something his company had
been anticipating for several months,

Businessman
told to stop

tree cuttmg

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
A WOOD gatherer engaged in char-
coal business has beeri told tostop his
operation in Obyan area because it
was disturbing the endangered night-
ingale reedwarbler.

John F. Furey, the Coastal Re-
sources Management acting director
last week, gave a waming notice to
Mr. Kwan Lee Doo of Lee Coco
Corp. that ignoring the CRM order
might “result in stiff penalties.”

Lee was reportedly seen leaving
the Naftan Peninsula on Feb. 28 with
a truckload of freshly cut “tangan
tangan” for his commercial charcoal
production.

Furey said the US Geological Sur-
vey was conducting an endangered
speciesnightingale reedwarblernest-
ing studies at the proposed Haase and
Haynie resort in Obyan.

Lee was told that his operation
might jeorpardize the studies.

Also, the CNMI Division of For-
estry hadreportedly advised thecom-
pany against operating in the Obyan

Labor .

Continued from page 4

Biggers meantime said, HSO will
be conducting a second inspection of
its own on firms that have becn
checked to ensure compliance.

The creation of HSO is believed
precipitated by continuous criticisms
by federal authorities who have
dragged the Commonwealth’s gar-
mentindustry intoallegationsof trade
fraud, human rights violations, un-
safe working areas, an illegal abor-
tion activities.

DOLI last week conducted an“‘un-
announcedinspection” of atleast four
garment factories in whatis seen as a
moved meant to pacify federal
govemment's wrangling about gar-
ment sector.

Willie Tan

butasaresultof Thursday’s findings,
negotiationswithSaipan HealthClinic
management were expedited while
CNMI Labor and Immigration in-
spectorswerestillon L& Tpremises.”

“As for some reports attributed to
‘witnesses’ many workers were seen
in handcuffs,” the press release said,

“only the first aid aid staff assistant’

was apprehended, which some have
said may be a violation of her rights
since she is properly documented

PSS special account bill
awaits Teno S 51gnature

By Mar-Vic C. Munar
Variely News Staff

THE bill seekingtocreate aspecial |
Financing Account for the Public

School System was unanimously
approved by the Senatelast Friday,
and is now heading to the
Govemor's Office for signature.
MarjaLee Taitano, chairman of
the Board of Education, said if the
bill is enacted, it would give the

educationsectorassurancethatnew =~

schools would be built.

ThePSS Special Accountwould
beused by the education agency to
pay its loans and other obligations
arising from capital improvement
projects. -

Asidefromanewhighschoolon
Saipan, Taitanodisclosed that PSS
would also build a one-classroom
school in the Northem Islands, and
the fund for these projects would
be taken from the Special Financ-
ing Account. '

Under House Bill 11-77, the
PSS account would be filled with
$2 million each fiscal year—start-

Pedro P. Tenorio

ing 1998—and the fund transfer
would continue for 10 years.”

Taitano said she is confident that
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio would take
positive action on the bill

“The govemor has always been
supportive ofus,and ‘dlike tothank
members of the Legislature for their
support,” she added.

The bill was approved based on
House Joint Resolution 10-36 which

* allowsPSS to borrow $16 million for

the construction of a new Saipan

Marja Lee Taitano

High School, renovation of dilapi-
dated classrooms and other capital
improvement projects identified in
PSS SevenYearCIPPlanfor1997-
2003. The resolution allows the
government to serve as guarantor
for PSS.

The education board has se-
cured a $8.5' million loan from the
California Financial Services to
cover the construction of a new
high school to be built in
Koblerville.

employees of L&T.”

Experience the Best Rate
from the Best Bank.

Secure your future today
with HongkongBank.

Will rates rise or or will they drop? No one knows.

One thing is certain - with HongkongBank,

your future is secure.

Now we’ve made securing your future even easier

with our special fixed deposit rate.

Visit our Saipan Branch today or

call 670-234-2468

for more information on how you can take advantage

of the Best Rate from the Best Bank.

* Rate good for 9 month Certificate of Deposit (CD) worth $10,000 or more. Special fixed deposit rate good through April 30, 1998,
CD may be subject to early withdrawal penalties. Call 670- 234-2468 for more information.
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By Ferdie de la Torre
Vanety News Staff
THE SEARCH for this year’s Miss
CNMI Universe kicked off Saturday
with the presentation of six lovely
candidates to the media at the Pacific
Gardenia Restaurant.
After inroducing themselves and
explaining why they had joined the
contest. the six contestants during a
“photosession” exuded the poise and
confidence of aCNMI beauty queen.
Vying for the title are Amor Diaz
Soruis, 19; Helene Lizama, 22:
Leonella Wabol Morales, 22; Verma
C. Crisostimo. 21; Sonya Michelle
Palacios Pangelinan. 23; and Katrina
Francisca Manning, 20.
Soruis said she decided to join the
pageant because it’s been her dream

since she was a child.

“IfTwill win the title I’ll do the beet
I can to represent the community,”
said Soruis of Chalan Piao. She is the
daughter of Enrique A. Soruis and
Roma D. Aranda.

For Lizama, astudentof the North-
ernMarianas College, the experience
in participating the pageant will give
her a boost in skills for public rela-
tons.

*1 hope to focus on literacy pro-
gram for our young children and

probably workonsomeenvironmen-

tal issues as well,” said Lizama who
comes from the village of Dandan.
Her parents are Richard T. Lizama
and Jenny Y. Smith.

Morales, a broadcaster, said some-
one had encouraged herto join so she

TEX-MEX FOOD

~LUNCH MENU

OLD ISLANDER HOTEL, GARAPAN
Call 233-7480 FOR TO-GO ORDERS
FREE DELIVERY OF 5 LUNCHES
WITHIN A5 MILE RADIUS
1100 to 1400 HRS
06 - 16th March to 20th March 1998

[Sandwich of the Week::

FRENCH DIP

Thinly sliced “Angus™ top sirloin on a sour dough hoggie roll with Au Jus sauce
and served with french fries or beer battered onion rings. $7.00

Monday: “Angus” Roast Beef Au Jus with Real Mashed Potatoes.
Tuesday: Irish Style Corned Beef & Cabbage with Boiled Potatoes.
Wednesday: 6 oz. “Angus” top Sirloin Ala Monterey w/ Mashed Potatoes.
Hot Opened Faced Turkey Sandwich with Mashed Potatoes.
Friday: Medley of Seafood Ala Ritzy's Over Pasta, With Garlic Toast.

Thursday:

All of the above are priced at $7.50 and served with tortilla chips and
salsa, and bottomless iced tea, or soft drinks.

FLASH!!! WE ALSO SERVE THE ENTIRE RITZY'S TEX-MEX MENU AT LUNCH TIME.
QUR KITCHEN IS ALWAYS OPEN FROM 1100 TO 0100 HOURS DAILY, EXCEPT
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, THE RESTAURANT OPENS AT 1700 HOURS.

HAPPY HOUR DAILY, 1600 TO 1900 HOURS, ALL DRINKS ARE TWO FOR ONE!!
St. Patricks Day Celebration All Day & Ni'ght!!!

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you havea
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

4 \ ’8 ss NMI

Murphy’s Irish Stout 160z Draft Can  $4.00

Bushmill’s Irish Coffee
Miller Lite Green Beer

$4.00 g-%#

$2.00

irish Riverdance Troupe on our Giant Screen. irish Music, Great tu, and Wheelbarrow Service to
your Carll Plus Eary’s Corny irigh Jokes. What? More could you ask for???

SAIPAN CHIROPRACTIC

U.8. LICENSED BOARD CERTIFIED DOCTORS OF CHIROPRACTIC

« BACK PAIN
« NECK PAIN

« PINCHED NERVES

« JOINT PAIN

+ MUSCLE SPASM

» SHOULDER, KNEE and
FOOT PROBLEM

* HEADACHES
 DISC PROBLEMS
D A () ROPR / D) D A
CNMI.GOVT.INS YES -
MOYLAN'S . YES | .
PACIFICA | _YES|
FHP (PacificCare)} . INO_ . _
STAYWELL NO ,
GMHP YES (IN GUAM) | NO (SAIPAN)
Middle Road, Gualo Rai. Call 233-2225 for an appointment

From left, Miss 1998 NM! Universe candidates Katrina Manning, Amor
Soruis, Verna Crisostimo, Sonya Pangelinan, Leonella Morales and

Helene Lizama give island smiles for the camera ata press conference

Saturday.

decided to give a try in order to
develop her self-esteem.

“Not too many young girls here
have a strong self-esteem...but this is
exciting and T will make the most of
thisexperience,” said the daughter of
Leonardo Morales and Concepcion
Wabol of Chalan Kanoa.

Crisostimo, of Capitol Hill, said

the pageant has always been one of

Photo by Laila C. Younis.

her dreams to fulfill.

“If I will win I'd like to work with
ouryouthandencouragebeinghealthy
and drug-free,” said Crisostimo who
works at the Saipan Stevedore Co.
Inc. She is the daughter of Frank
Crisostimo and Julie Concepcion.

For Pangelinan of Gualo Rai, to
enter a beauty pageant has always
been her big aspiration so she might

move on to a higher level such as
Miss Universe pageant.

“I hope I can able to promote the
people, the culture, and the warmth
and hospitality of CNMI,” said
Pangelinan, a math instructor and a
student of of Michigan State Univer-
sity. She is the daughter of Alfred K.
Pangelinan and Cil P. Pangelinan.

Manning, a front desk clerk at the
Aqua Resort Club, said the contest
might be her last chance because she
is planning to pursue her education
off-island.

“It's a great opportunity and I
thought it will be just a great experi-
enceand alotof fun, Twill try my best
to represent the islands, the people,
andthe nice cultures,” said the daugh-
ter of Keith Manning and Frances
Sablan. She hails from the village of
Navy Hill.

Manning added she will be partici-
pating more on charity events and be
an active community member .

The Northern Marianas Beauty
Pageant Association said the 24th
annual Miss NMI Universe Pageant
will be held at Nikko Hotel’s Theater

Continued on page 27

Junior Achievement Winners. From left, Clarrisa Cruz, Vice-Principal Andie Dela Cruz, M,
WSR teacher Diana Faisao, Shenna Cruz Ernest and Youn b ichelle Hernandez,

g Consultant Jim Whitt and X yleen Palacios

display the 1st place trophy the students won at the JA Nation Cha//enge Competition recently.

Deaf Theater Expert performs today

CELEBRATE Developmental
Disabilitics Month with well
known deaf actor Billy Seago
who will hold a number of
performances on Saipan start-
ing today, March 16 through
March 21 as part of its cel-
ebrations.

His first public performance
will be today at the Susupe
multi-purpose center from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. as part of the
Book Fair.

His second public perfor-
mance will be March 20 at the
Garapan Central Park Round-

house from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Numerous other perfor-
mances will be held at Public
School System elementary
schools and the Northern
Marianas College,

“It’s important to learn that
it is possible to succeed as a
professional in the hearing
world just as Mr. Seago has,”
Abilities Center Director Jami
Sefiane said.

Seago is an  artist,
scriptwriter, director, deaf
culture specialist and drama
instructor and has served as

the Director of the Deaf Youth
Drama Program of Seattle’s
Childrens’ Theatre since 1993.

His visit and performances
are being sponsored by the
Deaf Culture Club, Pacific Is-
lands Community Conference,
Saipan Rotary Club, Common-
wealth Humanities Councel,
Pacific Regional Educational
Lab, Rep. Malua Peter, North-
ern Marianas College, Public
School System and Pacific Is-
lands Club with assistance
from other community groups
and businesses.

RDSU to cover Rota news for Variety

A NEW media service firm
will be serving as an affiliate
Variety news reporting bureau
out of Rota.

The Younis Art Studio has

entered into a special arrange-
ment with Rota Development
Services Unlimited, Inc.,
(RDSU) as the Marmnds Va-
riety ‘s correspondent for Rota.

RDSI, Inc., will be ocvering
newsworthy cvents onsocial, po-
litical, economic, cultural and
educational issues for the Vari-
ety.

......
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a’ , Isiro )
Fiesta draws crowds

By RSDU News Service
OVER the weekend, the celebration
of the patron saint  San Isidro in
Sinapalo, Rota was not only success-
ful butit alsobrought people from the
neighboring islands of Guam, Saipan
and Tinian.

*“The preparation took at least four
days. Ittakesalotof work to stage this
kind of anevent. Initially, we had 10
people who put up their time to help
but more came out later,” said Fiesta
Committee Chair Francisco M.
Atalig.

Variousentertainmentgroups high-
lighted theevent and entertainers like
the JEDS from Rota, Boyz-2-Mix
and Girlz-2-Mix from Saipan pro-
vided an exciting evening.

The finestdancersfromSthand 6th
gradersof San FranciscoBorjaSchool
took the stage with crowds cheering
them on.

Fireworks displayed by David M.
Calvo & Company roared the night
sky.

According to Atalig, the commit-
tee was able to raise $42,000 through
raffle ticket sales.

The fundraising drive for the San
Isidoro is directed toward building a
churchwhichtheyestimated will cost
at least $450,000.

Currently, with this year's fund
drive, the church needs an additional
of atleast$180,000more. Ataligsaid,
“lamencouraging ourcommunity to
join our membership club so that we
can build our church”.

“We have the Club 1000, Club500
and Club 100. Those who join the

clubs may pay partial payment for
one year period. Ilike to thank all our
people who helped in this year’s fi-
esta preparation,” he said

Norman Palma, San Isidoro parish
council advisor, said “We plan to
generate at least $200,000 more so
we could finish our new church. 1
hope that our community shared our
Monsignor’s dream in finishing the
church”.

Meanwhile, Eddie Artero,hismom
Tan Rita Artero and his sister Del
Artero-Ada, all from Guam, have
made this fiestaan annualevent since
1986. “It is our spiritual promise
to visit Rota especially for the
celebration of San Isidoro,” said
Tan Rita.

“Coming to Rota is our
promesa,” said Eddie Artero who
is a former mayor of Yigo. “Rota
isabeautiful andrelaxing place to
visit. The people are frlendly

George Ayuyu, a teacher by
profession said, “religious lead-
ers should work together for the
benefit of its parishioners”.

For his part, Monsignor Luis
Antonelli said, “the people of Rota

-are wonderful. Their support for

the new San Isidoro parish is
blessed by the Almighty. It shows
by the very fruits and vegetables
provided to San Isidoro”.

Meanwhile, Mayor Benjamin'
T. Manglona, chairperson for the
church building committee is call-
ing on the people of Rota to ex-
tend their community service and
help build the church.

SAES cultural exchange a success

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Staff
ITWAS aday of cultural learning
and fun and San Antonio Elemen-
tary students had alot to share and
learn from over 20 visiting Japa-
nese students from Miyazawa
Gakuen last Friday.

“It was great. The students
enjoyed the activities and it was a
success,” said SAES Principal
Doris Thompson.

The Japanese students arrived
on campus to start a day of fun-
filled activities with the elemen-

tary students who shared how to
make amwar-mwar, how tomake
buttons and banana print t-shirts.

The Miyazawa students also
demonstrated the art of “Kendo”
and performed a special dance.

Before the Japanese students
departed, school officials, SAES
students, and Miyazawarepresen-
tatives-planted a tree commemo-
rating the first annual cultural ex-
change event.

“We are definitely looking for-
ward to next year. The students
loved it,” said Thompson.

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you havea
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

MHS Community Council

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Staff
THE MARIANAS High School
Community Council “strongly sup-
ports” returning the school to*‘single
track’ and will make itapriority for
this school year, according to SCC
President Robert Florian.

“We have written to the Board of
Education to voice that support be-
cause we know the quality of edu-
cation has been seriously damaged
by the multi-track system,” said
Forian.

“Students who should be receiv-
ing 180hoursof instructionareonly
receiving 150hours. Also, students
on multi-track oftert miss classes

they would Iike to take that are only
offered on certain tracks,” he said.
“It is a disadvantage to other stu-

‘dentsandithastumed MHS fromone

school to three different schools. Ttis
hurting student pride and staff mo-
rale.

“Also, PTA membership has
dwindledbecause parentsof off-track
students don’t seem to.want to at-
tend,” he added.

Horianexplainedthat MHS would
need an additional 15 classrooms to
accommodate student enrollment,
especially .if the school retums to
single-track. -

“The multi-track was created due
to the lack of classroom space. We

supports sm.gle-track’

need to start working on building
therequiredadditionalclassrooms,”
said Florian.

Also, electrical installment is
needed for the new 118 air-condi-
tioners that are ready to use but
there is no power for them, he said,

Student and teacher parking
spaces need to be expanded too he
added.

The School Community Coun-
cil, Florian also noted, consists of
parents, teackers, students and
school administrators who volun-
teer their time to “get involved”
and make adifference inthe educa-
tional process.

Continued on page 27

Marianas High School students perform a lively Hawaiian number at the MHS Annual Cultural Day on

Saturday. MHS students hosted over 500 Japanese students from Miyazawa Gakuen.

Model not exactly as shown

Nissan
$4 7 00*

monthly

Photo by Laila C. Younis

SAES Pnnc:pal Doris Thompson (back) looks on as a Miyazawa

representaive and a student plant a commemorating tree marking the
first annual cultural exchange between the schools.

Photo by Laila C. Younis

- 3.0 Liter V6 - 7 Passenger Capacity
+ 151 Horsepower - Dual Airbags

- Automatic Transmission - Cruise Control

« Dual Air-Conditioning (Front/Rear) - Luxurious Interior

- AM/FM Radio Cassette « Custom Floor Mats

» Power Windows/Door Locks - QUEST TRACK Flexible Seating System

- Power Steering and much more....

*25,695.00, Less $7,000.00 Down, at 12.5% APR for 48 Months
Offer expires March 31, 1998

N
‘YJOETEN MOTOR COMPANY INC. u\u@g

AUTO SALES, PARTS & SERVICE
234-5562 to 5568 or 235-5557 or 235-5559
First on Saipan!

Enjoy the ride"
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Amerlcan Samoa Senate
kills bill on Samoa name

Firm helps Marshalls drought

Vanuatu Ombudsman: Premler,
other leaders in passport mess

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—
Vanuatu’s ombudsman, Marie-
Noelle Ferrieux-Patterson, has is-
sued a third report into the im-
proper issue of diplomatic and
official passports.

The report says 70 passports
were unlawfully issued by sus-
pended Director of Foreign Af-
" fairs Department Jean Sese and
his offfice on the improper instruc-
tions of the Prime Minister Serge
Vohor, Foreign Minister Vidal
Soksok, former Prime Minister
Maxime Carlot Korman, former
Foreign Minister Willie Jimmy
and former Finance Minister
Barak Sope.

The ombudsman says the pass-
ports were issued tohonorary con-
suls, trade commissioners, and

other*'special” Vanuatu represen-
tatives.

She says the appointments were
made to foreign nationals who
have never done any work for
Vanuatu and lived in countries
and places where no Ni-Vanuatu
resided and Vanuatu had not trade
relations with.

The Ombudsman’s report
shows that out of the 70 passports
issued only 6 have beenissued witha
letter of acceptance from the receiv-
ing country.

It also shows that Vanuatu has 8 or
9representativesin Taiwan, fourrep-
resentatives inSingapore, twoeachin
Nauru and the Philippines and ten

with official passports for whom no--

one knows in which country they
are representing Vanuatu.

Bougainville’s ceasefire
agreement almost ready

CANBERRA (Pacnews)—
Delegates to the Bougainville
. peace talks are confident they
* will come up with a draft
ceasefire agreement this week-
end.

The draft agreement will be
sent to leaders of the
Bougainville factions forrati-
fication before the ceasefire,
which is due to take effect at
midnight on April 30.

One delegate told
PACNEWS today thatsignifi-
cant progress had been made
in the talks this week and he
was very optimistic that the
draft ceasefire agreement
would be ready by Saturday.

The talks which are being

held at a tourist resort just
outside Canberra, were due to
end Thursday night but have
been extended until Sunday at
the latest.

Some 40 delegates from
Papua New Guinea, the
Bougainville Transitional
Government, the Bougainville
Interim Government and the
Bougainville Revolutionary
Army are attending the talks
along with observers from Fiji,
Vanuatu and Solomon Islands.

It’s understood that a fur-.
ther meeting to discuss “tech-
nical” issues will be held at a
venue to be decided before the
leaders summit on
Bougainville Island in June.

Vanuatu has also issued pass-
ports to four “special advisors™.

About 20 appointments were
made by Korman, 19 by Jimmy,
eightby Vohor,aboutnine by Soksok
and one appointment by Sope.

The Ombudsman has recom-
mended that none of the formermin-
isters involved be reappointed as
Ministers, the Public Prosecution in-
vestigate the possibility of laying
charges, Sese faces Public Service
Disciplinary Board hearing and that
all diplomatic corps and embassies
be notified by Foreign Affairs De-
partment that the passports are void
and invalid. She also further recom-
mended that parliament pass the
Leadership Code.

F131 S Transport
‘Dep’t accused

‘as being' cqrrupt

SUVA (Pacnews)—Concems have
been raised about allegations of cor-
rupt practices within Fiji's Road
Transport Department’s vehicle ex-
amining and licencing sections.

Such corruption could be linked to
the highlevel of road accidents in Fiji,
Island Networks Corporationreports.

The Road Safety Council has been
reportedly receiving numerous com-
plaints from drivers who claim they
had togive money toexaminersto get
their vehicles passed.

Also that some of them know of
individuals who have received their
drivers licence by bribing officers
with money.

Road Safety Council Director
ChandraShekarsayshebelievesthese
allegationsare very serious and could
result in lousy driving standards and
defective vehicles on roads.

SAIPAN,

OPPORTUNITIES IN RADIO
SALES & MARKETING

SORENSEN PACIFIC BROADCASTING INC. IS LOOKING TO
EXPAND ITS RADIO SALES & MARKETING STAFF FOR CNMI'S
NUMBER ONE RADIO STATION POWER 99FM.

CNMI

SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES MUST BE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE
WITHAMINIMUM OF 2 YEARS WORKING EXPERIENCE AND MUST
HAVE RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION.

WE OFFER EXCELLENT TRAINING, BENEFITS INCLUDING AN
ATTRACTIVE PAY SCALE BASED ON THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE
UNLIMITED INCOME.

APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED THROUGH MARCH 27TH.

CONTACT CURTIS DANCOE AT 235-7996 EXT. 101 TODAY!

SORENSEN PACIFIC BROADCASTING INC. IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

PAGOPAGO (Pacnews)—The
American Samoa senate has killed
the bill which would have made it
a law for the territory not to
recognise western Samoa as just
Samoa.

Just two days after the bill was
introduced the senate members
voted to reject it by majority vote
during the bill’s second reading.

The bill would have been kept
alive had the motion to table it in
the commiittee until a future date
had passed.

The motion, put forward ‘by
Senator Tuilefano Vaelaa, was
rejected and the senators voted
instead to send the bill toits grave.

The bill was introduced in the
House of Representatives last
August, shortly after the territory
hosted the South Pacific Mini

Games.

The bill’s main sponsor, Rep-
resentative Seumalo Seti Lopa,
said he found it unsettling and
improper to hear athletes from
western Samoa being called just
Samoans and the independent
state being referred to as just Sa-
moa. _

Seumalo said the description
made American Samoans seem
less Samoan..

With the support of 10 other

‘ Representatives, Lopaintroduced
 House Bill - 75 stating that Ameri-
. can Samoa will not recognise

Samoa’s new name.
The bill also allowed immigra-

" tion officials to refuse entry to

travellers with passports that have
the name Samoa instead of West-
em Samoa.

Radio Kiribati reports.

nationals.

‘Convention ma_]orlty wants
Kiribati constitution changed

.TARAWA (Pacnews)——The hnghhghts of Thursday s meeting at
Kiribati’s Constitutional Convention was CltlZCﬂShlp

Particular attention was given to a section covering foreigners
marrying to IKiribati and how they could be granted cxtlzenshlp,

- The majority of the people conmbutmg to the dlscusswns would
like the present constitution to be amended. .

. They want the amendment to give equal nghts to both male and
female foreigners to have the same conditions in becoming Kmban '

The present constitution: favours female forexgnexs for gettmg :
thexr cmzenshlp faster than’ thelr male counterparts. .
- Most women delegates to the convention wanted to add a few
“claiises to the section, that will protect IKiribati women'’s rights
when their alien husbands misbehaved. . = .
Some of the examples voiced were makmg trouble in the famlly,
and living with another wotnan. -
The convention was also told that some. fore1 gners married local
women because of theirsincere love but others married for conve-
nience sake, such as for business ventures and other interests.

Solomons to improve
its health services

HONIARA (Pacnews)—
Solomon Islands Ministry of
Health and Medical Services is
reviewing its current operations
inview of improving its service to
the public.

Under secretary for Health Care
Dr. George Malefoasi says the chal-
lenge for the Ministry is to provide an
acceptable service, despite the eco-
nomic difficulties the country is ex-

periencing, SIBC reports.

He says information is being
computerised to enable the Min-
istry plan how it will provide ser-
vices to the public.

Dr. Malefoasi says the review
should provide the information
which will assist the Ministry al-
locate funds where it will achieve
maximum benefit and a better
service.

PNG fiscal outlook
remains ‘ditficult’

PORT MORESBY (Pacnews)—
Papua New Guinea’s fiscal outlook
for 1998 remains poor although the
fiscal record for the last three yearsup
till 1997 was sound.

The government’s focus comes in
the face of declining revenues from
the mining and petroleum sector and
reductions in Australian budget sup-
port, NBC reports.

Treasury and Corporate Affairs
Minister lairo Lasaro says the ongo-
ing effects of the drought has further
worsened the situation and in the
short term, rising domestic interest
rales are also adding to fiscal pres-
sures.

He says total revenue and grants
for 1998 are now projected tobe more
than2,400millionkina($US1,340m).

This is about 169 million kina
($US94m) higher than levels pro-
Jected in the November supply bill,

Lasaro says the mining scctor is
expectedtopay negligibletaxin 1998
which highlights the nation’s heavy
exposure to developments in petro-
leum production and prices for 1998,

He says the government has come
underconsiderable pressure fromthe
forestry industry to revise the log
export tax system toensure that PNG
logs are exported with no taxes or
resourcerentalsaccruingtothe people.
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By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MAJURO — A Japanese com-
pany is donating a reverse osmosis
water making machine to help
Majuro’s drought-stricken popula-
tion, it was announced Thursday by
theJapanese Embassy inthe Marshall
Islands.
_ After seeing the long lines of
people waiting patiently tofill gallon
bottles at the three Japanese govern-
ment-providedreverse osmosis(RO)
water units, the president of the com-
pany thatmanufactured the three units
announced he will donate a fourth,
much larger unit, to Majuro.

Kiyoto Chinzaka, president of
Ace Water Treatment Co. Ltd. in
Tokyo, was in Majuro earlier this
week to inspect the three smaller
machines that the Japanese govern-
ment purchased from his company
and shipped to Majuro last month for
drought relief.

Japan Embassy official Alfred
Alfred, Jr. said that after seeing how
long the lines were, Chinzaka 3de-
cided to donate another unit from his
company.2

The three in operation currently
produce just 2,000 gallons in a 24
hour period, but are providing drink-
ing quality water to hundreds of resi-
dents who have no other access to
fresh water. The new machine he is
donating will produce 16,000 gallons
per day.

Alfred said that the embassy ex-
pects the new watermakertoarrive in
the capital in about three weeks. The
one that will be coming later this
month is the same as one used in the
Sheraton ResortinFiji, Alfred added.

The Marshall Islands have re-
ceived virtually no rain for more than
three months. The El Nino-caused
drought is expected to continue into
June for the Marshalls, according to
weather officials.

Since Majuro, home to close to
30,000 people, is 95 percent depen-
dent on rain for drinking water, the
shortage of water is a growing crisis
in the capital city. The city reservoir
has barely two million gallons little
more than a one day supply < and is
depending now on the small amount
of fresh water that is being pumped
from a deep fresh water lens at one
end of the atoll. Because of the water
crisis, city water has not been turned
on for two weeks in efforts to con-
serve what little is

SUVA (Pacnews)—FijiPrime Min-
ister Sitiveni Rabuka says he’s aware
that one of his senior ministers and a
Soqosoqo Vakavulewa ni Taukei
back bencher is actively involved in
the new political party, Na Veitokani
ni Lewe ni Vanua Vakarisito.

The party headed by former Meth-
odist Church President Rev Manasa
Lasaro has vowed to topple the
Rabuka government in the next gen-
eral election, Island Networks Cor-
poration reports.

PartyspokesmanTanielaTabuszys
their supporters who are mainly from
the Methodist congregation are not
happy with the way the Rabuka ad-
ministration has handled affairs deal-
ing with the church.

Meanwhile, cabinet secretary Jioji
Kotobalavu says government would
notcommentonthe party claimsasits
a political issue.

Celebrate

March 17,
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Ramos boasts ec

| IR
Eight presidential candidates for the coming May 11 national elections, from left; former lottery chief Manoling
Morato, former Manila mayor Alfredo Lim, former Defense Sec. Renato De Villa, former House Speaker Jose
De Venecia, former Sen. Raul Roco, former Presidential Economic Adviser Lito Osmena, businessman
Santiago Dumlao and Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile pose for pictures as some of them flash their party sign after
a forum Wednesday. ap

MANILA, Philippines (AP)
— President Fidel Ramos said
on Sunday that only demo-
cratic reforms can ensure the
return of Asia's economic
miracle.

Although hurt by currency
declines and stock market up-
heavals, the Philippines has
emerged among the healthiest
economies in Southeast Asia,
mainly due to reforms that
were, put in place before the
crisis began last year,

“They used to say that we
Filipinos, in resolutely opting
for democracy, were on the
wrong track,” Ramos said.

“Today, everyone is unani-
mous in saying that demo-
cratic and open and transpar-
ent government alone will en-
sure the return of the Asian
economic miracle.”

The Philippine economy has
remained strong amid the cri-
sis and will likely be the first
to fully recover, Ramos said
in a speech at a graduation
ceremony at the Philippine
Military Academy in the

U.S. PROBATION OFFICE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICTS OF GUAM AND

following positions:

PROBATION/PRETRIAL SERVICES OFFICER
Job Opportunity #: 98-PPO-001
Grade CL 23-CL 28
Salary Range: $23,086 to $57,052.00 plus 22.5% COLA
(Salary commensurate w/applicant’s experience & education)

with not less than two years experience in personnel work for the welfare of others.

States Code, Ch. 83 & 84).
Location of Vacancy: Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS (CNMI)

The United States Probation Office for the District of Guam/CNMI is accepting applications with resume for the

This position is located in the probation office of the district court. The incumbent conducts pretrial and/or presentence
investigations, provides bail and/or sentencing recommendations to the court and supervises offenders and/or defendants.
Minimum Qualifications: Applicant must be a graduate of an accredited college or university of recognized standing

Maximum Entry Age: Applicant must not have reached the. age of 37 at the time of appointment (Title 5, United

PROBATION/PRETRIAL OFFICER ASSISTANT
(TEMPORARY)
Job Opportunity #: 98-POA-001

Grade: CL22  Salary: $20,623 to $30,643 plus 22.5% COLA

Minimum Qualifications: High School graduate or equivalent.
Location of Vacancy: Guam

This position is located in the probation/pretrial services office of the district court. The incumbent provides technical
support and services to probation/pretrial services officers in a wide range of areas, including supervision of persons on
probation and parole, preparation of presentence and other investigative reports, and pretrial services.

Opening Date: March 9, 1998

THE COURT IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Applicants for the above positions must be U.S. Citizens or eligible to work in the United States.

Other Qualification Requirements and Occupational Information will be made available upon request from the U.S.
Probation Office, Rm. 1003, PNB, 238 Archbishop Flores St., Agana, Guam 96910; Tel: 671-472-7369/7148

Applicants for the above positions should submit a Standard Formi 171 (Application for Federal Employment) with a
cover letter and resume to: F. Michael Cruz, Chief U.S. Probation Officer at the above address.

Closing Date (for receipt of Applications): April 3, 1998

These positions are subject to a full National Crime Information Center (NCIC) background
records check, and a mandatory electronic direct deposit of salary payment.

onomic miracle -

Fidel Ramos

northern city of Baguio.

Last week, economic experts
at a forum organized by the
World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank in Manila
said democracy has helped the
Philippines ward off the dev-
astating effects of Asia’s fi-
nancial storm.

The experts urged other
Asian countries to hasten
democratic reforms.

Viaod Thomas, director of
the World Bank’s economic
development institute, told
reporters after addressing the
forum that the Philippines’
investment in democracy “is
paying off.”

He said democratic coun-
tries like the Philippines tend
to have more transparent fi-
nancial sectors and provide
better access to information,
reassuring investors by mak-

ing it easier to detect prob-

lems with the economy.

Chalongphob Sussangkarn, |

president of the Thailand De-
velopment Research Institute
Foundation, said democratic
countries also have checks
against official excesses and
corruption that authoritarian
governments such as
Indonesia’s lack.

“We Filipinos have proven
that democracy and sustain-
able development are compat-
ible and indeed go together
and that democracy is the way
of Asia’s future,” Ramos said.

After being elected in 1992,
Ramos opened the Philippine
economy to foreign competi-
tion and dismantled many mo-
nopolies, enabling Filipinos to
taste economic progress after
many years.

His single, six-year term
ends on June 30.

Stop
domestic
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Hashimoto, Suharto meet

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) —
Japan's prime ministerbegan taiks
Sunday with President Suharto to
urge the Indonesian leader to
implement International Mon-
etary Fund-mandated economic
reforms.

Before arriving Saturday night
Ryutaro Hashimoto told report-
ers traveling with him that Japan
wanted to help Indonesia over-
come its worst economic crisis in
30 years.

“We hope Indonesia will stick
with the IMF reform proposals,”
the Indonesian Kompas newspa-
per quoted him as saying.

As part of a bailout engineered
in January, the IMF promised In-
donesia $ 43 billion to ease its
economic problems, including un-
employment, inflation and a 70
percent plunge in value of its cur-
rency, the rupiah.

Last week, signs that Suharto
may be backsliding on reform
prompted the IMF to postpone a
scheduled $ 3 billion loan install-
ment until April.

Hashimoto’s visit is a crucial
test of whether Japan, as an Asian
neighbor, can win a breakthrough
in pushing for reforms in Indone-
sia, after a series of U.S. efforts
have failed, the national Asahi
newspaper said in Tokyo.

‘Howard vows to -

privatize telecom -
carrier if reelected

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) —
Australia’s largest telecommunica-
tions carrier will become a fully pri-
vately-owned company if the ruling
Liberal-National party wins the next
election, Prime MinisterJohn Howard
said Sunday.

Howard announced plans to sell
the government’s remaining two-
thirds stake in Telstra Corp. if his
govemmentisre-elected inanational
poll expected this year.

“We have made a firm policy deci-
sion that if re-elected we would pro-
ceed to allow the people of Australia
to buy the remaining two thirds of
Telstra,” Howard told the 1998 Lib-
eral Party convention.

The government raised U.S. $ 943
million (Australian $ 14.3 billion)
with the sale of 4.29 billion shares in
the then fully-govemment-owned
Telstrawhenitfloated 33.3 percentof
the company in November, 1997.
The sale cut the public debt interest
bill by about U.S. $ 600 (Australian $
900 million) a year.

The sale attracted many first-time
share buyerstothe stock market, with
government guarantees ensuring a
significant proportion of shares went
to small investors rather than big
institutions.

Howard said most of the money
raised from the further sale of Telstra
willbe devoted the retirement of gov-
emment debt.

He said the sale will not go ahead
until after the election so people can
show thei approval or opposition to
the plan at the ballot box.

With a current share price of Aus-
tralian dollars 5.25, a valuation of the

" two-third stake in Telstra makes it

worthaboutU.S.$30billion (Austra-
lian § 45 billion).

Foreign Minister Keizo Obuchi
promised last week thatJapan’s$ 156

Japanese PM urges Indonesian leader to push IMF reform
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Hashimoto, left, chats with Indonesian Prime Minister
Cendana residence in Jakarta Sunday. Hashimoto met with Suharto behind closed doors for over two hours
to urge him to implement International Monetary Fund-mandated reforms. ap

million loan to Indonesia would be
delivered, despite the IMF postpone-
ment.

Hashimoto's visit fellows talks
Friday between a senior Japunese
finance official and Suharto’s high-
est-ranking economic advisors.

Suharto, Asia’s longest serving
leader, was reappointed for another
five-year term by a 1.000-member
Pecople’s Consultative Assembly on
Tuesday.

On Saturday, Suharto an-
nounced a new Cabinet lincup
infused with close associates, in-
cluding his eldest daughter.

An IMF team is also expected
to arrive in Indonesia within the
next few days to gauge what
progress Indonesia has made on
its reform demands.

U.S. Treasury Undersecretary
for international affairs David
Lipton will travel to Jakarta this
week, to impress upon Indone-
sian officials “the need for real
reform,” a Treasury spokesman
said in Washington, D.C.
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Siti “Tutut” Hardiyanti Rukmana left, and her father Indonesian Presi-
dent Suharto place their ballots into a box during general elections in
Jakarta in this May 29, 1997 file photo. Suharto appointed his eldest
daughter Tutut a cabinet position as Minister of Social Services. ap

AMENDED REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

| Suharto daughter
B gets Cabinet post

By GEOFF SPENCER
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — Af-
terruling the world’s fourthmost popu-
lous nation for'more than three de-
cades, President Suharto has critics
wondering if he may be grooming his
eldest daughter to take over one day.

Riskingaccusationsof nepotismand
cronyism, the 76-year-old patriarch
thisweekend appointed Siti Hardiyanti
Rukmana to anew 36-member Cabi-
net, along with other loyalists.

Suharto started a seventh five-year
term just days before. Many Indone-
sians say it will be his last.

Hisdaughter, betterknownas Tutut,
is to be social affairs minister— a job
that promises to become high-profile
as the pain from the worst economic
crisis in a generation starts to hit
Indonesia’s 202 million people.

Tutut will be part of a tight circle
surrounding Suharto in a Cabinet line-
up he named on Saturday. The Cabi-
net will be swomn in Monday and will
meet for the first time Tuesday.

His golfing buddy and business ad-
visor Mohamad “Bob” Hasan is the
new trade minister. Suharto’s former
presidential aide, now armed forces
commander — Gen. Wiranto — is
defense minister.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

The Board of Directors of the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC), represented by Mr. Juan S.
Tenorio, Chairman, and the Department of Public Works are soliciting sealed proposals for the installation
of Lighting of the Baseball Field in Tinian, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Proposals
in duplicate, will be accepted at the NMHC Central Office in Garapan, Saipan until 2:00 p.m., local time,
March 25, 1998, at which time and place all proposals will be opened and read aloud. Any proposals
received after the above time will not be accepted under any circumstances.

Abond of 15% of the total bid price must accompany the proposal. This security may be Certified Check,
Cashier’s Check, or Bid Bond, made payable to the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation.

The proposer is required to submit with the proposal: 1) a copy of a current CNMI-issued business license;
2) updated financial statement; 3) listing of existing and past projects including completion dates; 4) certification
of tax compliance from the Department of Revenue and Taxation; 5} written confirmation from a reputable
bonding firm as to the company’s capability to obtain bond insurance and performance and payment bond;
6) copy of Builder's Risk and Workmen's Compensation coverage; 7) listing of manpower with copies of

CNM!-issued work permits; and 8) listing of equipments.

3 Plans and Specifications of the project are available from the Technical Services Division, Department of

Public Works, Saipan, on or after February 25, 1998. A non-refundable payment of $150.00 is required for

each set; payment made payable to the NMHC.

Attention is called to Section 3 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1968 which requires the
provision of training and employment, and the awarding of contract for work on the project, to low income
project area residents and business concerns. NMHC also notifies proposers that it will affirmatively ensure
that, in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority and women's business enterprises
will be accorded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this RFP.

Y R T TR

Attention is further called to the Labor Standards Provision for Wage Rate Determination of the
g Commonwealth, Classification and Salary Structure Plans, and payment of not less than the minimum
§ salaries and wages as set forth in the Contract Document, must be paid on this project.

The Government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive any imperfections in the said
proposals, if in its sole opinion, to do so would be in the government’s best interest. All proposals shall

become the property of the Commonwealth Government.

/s JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman of the Board
Northern Marianas Housing Corporation

JOHN B. CEPEDA
Acting Secretary of Public Works

HERMAN SABLAN
Acting Director, Procurement & Supply

February 13, 1998
Date

February 17, 1998

February 17, 1998

On Thursday one of Suharto’s old-
est friends Bacharuddin Habibie was
elected vice president.

Habibie, 61, isnextin line, accord-
ing to the constitution, if Suharto
leavesthe top job before theend of his
term in 2003.

ButSuhartohas steadfastly refused
to name an heir, and the question of
whom he wants to succeed him re-
mains open.

Already a powerful legislator and
seniorofficial withintheruling Golkar
party, Tutut denied last year that
Suharto would eventually hand the
presidency to her.

“Itisnot true that there is a Suharto
dynasty,”shesaid.  Nevertheless,
some analysts and critics speculate
that her elevation to Cabinet smacks
of just that.

“Thereisadynasty. Suhartodoesn’t
want to step down until he can put
Tutet in a powerful position,” said
Mochtar Buchori, a former head of
e Lndonesian Institute of Sciences.

Others say her promotion might
fuel discontent as calls for mount for
democratic reform.

“How can it be possible that a
father is president and his daughteris
a Cabinet minister? It is a very clear
symptom of nepotism,” said Amien
Rais, a govemnment critic and leader
of Muhammadiyah, a 28-million
member Islamic organization.

“Thereare thousands whoare more
capable. Tututis justaverage. She can
dream aboutbeing the inheritorof the
presidency during the nextfive years.
But it is impossible. It will never
happen.”

Tutut has not commented sofaron
her appointment.

At 49, she is the most politically
active of Suharto’s six millionaire
children who have all built vast busi-
ness empires under his patronage.

Althoughoneofthe countrysrich-
est women, Tutut has balanced her
extensive financial interests with a
portfolioofsocialand charitable work
that has given her a major. public
profile.

Sheheadsthe IndonesianRedCross
andsupportsfoundationsforthe poor.

In deference to Islam, Indonesia’s

Mus//m students shout slogans demand/ng government ref'orm in the

main religion, she is never seen in
public without a head scarf.

She is regarded as a dutiful, even
doting, daughter and has become a
familiar escort of her father since the
death of his wife two years ago.

Following a plunge of 70 percent
inthe value of the rupiah, massunem-
ployment and soaring inflation, she
has become a strong public defender
of her father’s policies.

In recent weeks,- Suharto has been
the target of rising student protests at
homeandcriticism fromforeignlend-
ers and governments,

She launched anational “Tlove the
rupiah™ campaign where rich busi-
nessmenand celebrities were encour-
aged to scll U.S. dollars or donate
their gold jewelry to the central bank
help bolster foreign reserves and the
value of the battered currency.

Lastweek she attacked the Intermna-
tional Monetary Fund after it and
othersquestioned Suharto’scommit-
ment to carrying out reforms agreed
to under a $ 43 billion economic
bailout deal.

Some of the reforms are to abolish
privileges that have helped make the
Suharto family rich. Other change
will raise prices and hurt the poor.

“If the fund degrades and our
nation’sdignity, wedon’twantthem,”
the Jakarta Post reported her as say-
ing.

The IMF and international lenders
mightalso be uncomfortable withthe
promotion of Habibie and Hasan.

Habibie is a former research and
technology minister and longtime
friend of Suharto with a taste for
costly, high-tech projects.

He set up an aircraft-building in-
dustry that has lost state funding un-
der the IMF's reforms.

Hasan, the new trade minister, over-
sees a timber cartel to be broken up
under the new reforms.

Last year, Hasan defended timber
companies againstcharges they were
responsible for wildfires thatspread a
choking haze across much of South-
east Asia, endangering the health of
millions.

Many blazes were deliberately set
to clear land for farming or industry.

parking lot of an Islamic center in Jakarta Friday. About 100 students
dernanded that Suharto, who was re-elected this week to his seventh
consecutive flve-year-term as president, appoint honest and efficient
ministers when he names a new Cabinet on Saturday. ap
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China sees

BELJING (AP)—Despite the Asian’
financial crisis and problems with tax
collection, Chinaexpectstobe ableto
whittle down its deficit by 2000, a
state newspaper reported Sunday.

China will cut its deficit by 10
billion yuan ($ 1.2 billion) this year,
according to the government’s fore-
cast.

Ifrate is maintained, the deficit will
fall to about 20 billion yuan ($ 2.4
billion) in 2000, with govemment
revenues of 1 trillion yuan (§ 120

~ billion), Jia Kang, a government

economist, was quoted as saying in
the Business Weekly.

In 1998, revenues are targeted at
968.3 billion yuan ($ 116.7 billion),
up 12.1 percent from the previous
year, and total spending is estimated
at 1.01 trillion yuan ($ 122.2 billion),
up 10.3 percent.

Thai PM on

Callf visit

By JEFF WONG
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Thai
Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai
arrived in Los Angeles a day after
U.S. officials announced a $ 1.7
billion aid package for Thailand
to help the country recover from
its financial crisis.

Chuanbriefly greeted Thai con-
sulate officials after his plane
landed Saturday at Los Angeles
International Airport before he
entered a limousine waiting on
the tarmac and was whisked away.

Chuan was to meet with Los
Angeles Times reporters and edi-
tors before visiting other offici-
ates at the home of the Thai con-
sul general.

He was not scheduled to make
any public appearances.

On Sunday, Chuan was to at-
tend religious ceremonies at a
Buddhist temple and visitthe new
J. Paul Getty Center.

While in Los Angeles, Chuan
was also to try to persuade the
large local Thai community to
purchase Thailand bonds, which
would strengthen that country’s
finances.

The value of the Thai currency
collapsed last summer, forcing the
counltry toaccept an International
Monetary Fund bailout.

On Friday, the Clinton admin-
istration announced the $ 1.7 bil-
lion aid package, including an
unusual arrangementin whichthe
Pentagon will assume $ 250 mil-
lionin payments foreight jet fight-
ers Thailand ordered butnolonger
can afford.

“We want to do whatever we
canto be agood friend and a good
partner,” President Bill Clinton
said at the outsetof a White House
meeting held with Chuan.

Thailand is the oldest U.S. ally
in Southeast Asia.

“Thailand is undergoing a pe-
riod of financial and economic
crisis,” Chuan said Friday. “We,
the Thai people, will do whatever
we can to overcome our Crisis,
and we are confident that we will
be able to regain economic stabil-

ity and be a force that can contrib-
ute to world peace and progress.”

The central government’s in-
creased capacity to expand fis-
cal sources makes it possible to
cut the deficit significantly, Jia
told the newspaper.

But the central government’s
budget is still inadequate, de-
spite reforms intended to trans-
fer tax revenue more efficiently
to central coffers, Jia said.

Chinese export companies are
likely to pay less in taxes due tolower

exports to Southeast Asian countries

hit hard by the financial crisis.

Meanwhile, the government will
have to spend more to pay stipends
and provide re-training for work-
ers laid off from debt-laden state-
owned enterprises, the report said.

The newspaper reported in a sepa-
rate article that tax evasion was a
majorproblemforthe central govern-
ment.

A survey of 85 000 companies
showed 23 percent evaded taxes in
1997.

Inaddition, nearly one-thirdof state
enterprises were evading taxes, the
report said.

eficit drop

Ch/nese President Jiang Zem/n left, and Premier Li Peng chat dur/ng the c/osmg ceremony of the Ch/nese
Peoples Political Consultative Conference in Beijing Saturday. Li will step down as Premier and is expected
to be named head of the national legisiature in voting at the National Peoples Congress Tuesday. Jiang will
continue as President. ap

The sedan for people

who couldusea
few extra thousand

(Whlch we safely assume

Dual airbags

3-year/36,000-mile limited warrant

KEICO MOTORS

AIRPORT| LOCATED ON AIRPORT ROAD ACCROSS FROM ISLAND APPAREL
ISLAND
< Airport Rd. | APPAREL HERMANS
THE POWER OF CHOICE
keico| Tel. 234-0173

includes everyone.)

The ‘8 $13 §95."

o 1.8 liter, 4-cylinder DOHC engine ¢ Tinted glass ¢ Rear window
defroster * Steel side-door impact beams ¢ 24-hour roadside assistance

* 5-year/60,000-mile limited powertrain warranty
« automatic transmission

It's about time everyone had a well made car.
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Gandhi widow to 1

©

HOW TO TAKE THE TEETH OUT OF OSHA T

(or at least put a muzzle on it)

In the past five years OSHA has targeted Guam and the CNMI like no other municipality in the
United States. In 1997, 63% of all OSHA fines were levied right here in the Mariana Islands.
Their targets have included Hotels, Garment Factories, the Construction Industry and Employee
Barracks.

- Inthelast 10 days OSHA has had 4 applications for search warrants turned down. Learn why.

EVERY COMPANY WITH EMPLOYEES
ISAPOTENTIAL TARGET!

| Learn your rights and responsibilities as an Employer.
Learn how to limit your company’s liability.
Learn how to lower those enormous fines.

| ’ The Law Offices of O’Connor Berman Dotts & Banes
and

i Construction Inspection Services
. (A CERTIFIED SAFETY PROFESSIONAL COMPANY)

1
\
|
|

Cordially invite you to attend a half-day seminar

! WHEN: March 21,1998 - 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM
: WHERE: Magellan Room, Annex, Pacific Islands Club
COST: $50.00 per person

REGISTRATION FORM

NAME:
POSITION:
COMPANY:
SIGNATURE:
CONTACT NO.

; RETURN VIA FAX TO: O’Connor Berman Dotts & Banes - 234-5683 6
O

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) for Closing
9th Avenue and Providing Alternate Access to the Sanhilo
Coastline, Tinian, CNMIL.

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, the U.S. Information Agency’s International
Broadcasting Bureau (IBB) gives notice that a Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA)
has been prepared for the 1995 Final Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant
Impact for the Voice of America Mariana Relay Station, Tinian, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required for closing 9th
avenue and providing alternate access to the Puntan Lamanibot Sanhilo coastline on Tinian,
CNMIL

The proposed action of the Final EA was to construct and operate a Mariana Relay Station on
Tinian to improve broadcast coverage to listening areas in China, Southeast Asia, Indonesia, and
other areas of the Western Pacific. This SEA addresses the impacts of one component of the
relay station project: closing public access to a portion of 9th Avenue in order to prevent health
hazards from electromagnetic radiation. The proposed action of the SEA is to compensate for
the closure of 9th Avenue by providing alternate access to the Puntan Lamanibot Sanhilo coastline,
which is a popular subsistence fishing and recreation area on the west coast of Tinian. Other
alternatives are no action and bulldozing a new road off 9th Avenue for access to the coastline.

No significant adverse environmental impacts that cannot be mitigated are expected as a result
of the preferred alternative. The removal of a small percentage of Tinian monarch tangantangan
habitat will not exceed the 65 acre limit addressed in the previous Biological Opinion issued by
the USFWS to the U.S. Information Agency on June 30, 1995. Disturbance of archeological
sites during vegetation clearing will be avoided by requiring a professional archeologist to be on
site to monitor the road clearing. Worker safety hazards from potential presence of unexploded
ordnance in the area will be avoided by arranging for bomb teams to handle unexploded ordnance
as it is discovered.

Copies of the Final EA may be obtained by contacting Mr. Bob Koeberlein, IBB construction
Manager, PPP 571 Box 10000, Saipan, MP 96950-9504; telephone (670) 233-1624; fax (670)
233-1614.

PREPARED FOR THE PROPONENT BY:

/s/Cheryl S. Vann
Belt Collins Hawaii

February 6, 1998

APPROVED:

/s MARK FILIPEK
Project Manager

International Broadcasting Bureau
United States Information Agency

February 24, 1998
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Sonia Gandhi, the widow of former Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,

e

presides over a Congress working committee meeting Saturday after
she was unanimously voted new Congress party president in New

Delhi. ap

By Hema Shukla
NEW DELHI, India(AP)—Evok-
ing its past glory in an effort at re-
building, the Congress party on Sat-
urday picked the Italian-born widow
of assassinated prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi as its new president.

Though Sonia Gandhi hasnext-to-
no political experience and has not
outlined any particular vision for the
country, she is associated with the
family that ruled India for 35 of its 50
years of independence, and is thus
immensely popular.

Party insiders have been pushing
forherappointmentasCongress presi-
dent ever since her husband’s 1991
assassination. Only recently has she
ended her reclusiveness and agreed
to enter politics.

Although her appointment comes
inthe aftermath of electionsthathave
left the major parties scrambling for
a parliamentary majority, it is not
expected to change Congress’ cur-
rent standing. The Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party won the most
seats in the elections and is likely to
get the opportunity to form India’s
first stable government in several
years.

The man Gandhi is to replace,
Sitaram Kesri, criticized herappoint-
ment, calling it illegal because the
vote was conducted in his absence.
He refused to step down, but appears
powerless to block the shuffle.

While Kesri made no major tacti-
cal errors during his tenure, the party
has slumped under his auspices, and
the time was seen as right to nudge
him aside.

Gandhi was elected by 15 of 17
members of the Congress Working
Committee, the core group of party
leaders.

Following the announcement,
about 100elated Congress members
gathered in front of Gandhi’s home,
playing songs praising her, waving
flags and setting off firecrackers in

celebration.

“T'will ty my best to live up to the
expectations of the party,” party offi-
cials quoted her as saying during a
closed-door meeting of the Working
Committee Saturday evening.

Gandhi'selectionisexpectedtobe
ratified by the party’s supreme body,
the 8,000-member All India Con-
gress Committee, on April 4.

Earlier Saturday, the Bharatiya
JanataParty’sbid toformthe govern-
ment was revived when a powerful
regional politician grudgingly an-
nounced her support.

BJP president L.K. Advani said
that with the commitment from J.
Jayalalitha's All-India AnnaDravida
Munnetra Kazhagan, he expected
India’s president would soon call on
them to form a government.

But late Saturday, BJP spokesman
Pramod Mahajan said the party was
seven pledges short and was waiting
for crucial letters of support from
allies in southem India.

The national election left the three
main players — BJP, Congress and
the United Front—casting forenough
support among smaller and indepen-
dent parties for a majority in the 545-
member lower house of parliament.
President K.R. Narayanan must de-
cide which group s in the best posi-
tiontoprovide the stable government
that has eluded India for the past two
years.

This year’s election mirrored the
lastvote, in 19906, which alsoresulted
in a deadlocked parfiament.

Politicians tried for two years to
form a stable coalition or minority
govemment, and when they failed, a
new ballot- was called three years
ahead of schedule.

Congressandthe United Fronthave
been considering a possible partner-
ship to challenge the BIP, but party
officials conceded Saturday the BJP
would probably head the next gov-
ermment,
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and rationing.

NZ gears for business

AUCKLAND, New Zealand
(AP) — As morc businesses
plan to return Monday to the
central city after 3 1/2 weeks
of blackouts, the electric com-
pany says it doesn't have
enough power to handle them
all on a hot day.

The last of four power cables
serving 120 downtown blocks
failed on Feb. 20, plunging
8,000 businesses and 5,000
apartment dwellers into dark-
ness.

Since then, the central city
has endured power outages

ercury power employee (on buc

Last week, the downtown

limped by with only brief.

blackouts, instead of the six-
hour shutdowns on each side
of the central city that the
powercompany resorted to for
the first two weeks of the cri-
SiS.

But that limited service was
only possible because about
half the downtown businesses
were still exiled to the sub-
urbs or to other cities with
reliable electricity.

City electric utility Mercury
Energy has given beepers to

t tn)ck) Antil Pate attahes cables

from cargo ship Union Rotorua to supply Auckland city with an addi-
tional 12 megawatts of power. Auckland has been without power for

about a month. ap
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Located on Gualo Rai Commerclal Center, Main Building (0f'% "
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*Some restrictions apply. Price on units based on 18-month contracts Cellular contracts must be. h A
Security deposit required (amount based on credit check) Sale good March 16 - 21, 1998. While supplies last. For more information call 235-PAGE.
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Auckland residents and business people march up Queen St. in downtown Auckland protesting the failures

of Mercury Energy, the local power supply company Friday. Protestors called for Mercury Energy to
compensate business that are now struggling due to the power crisis. AP

the top managers of dozens of
downtown companies o it can
warn them this week if the
power supply is being over-
loaded.

Forty high-rise buildings
housing 240 big businesses
use 70 percent of the inner
city’s electricity, Mercury
Energy spokesman Matthew
Bolland said.

“We want to be in a situa-
tion that if (power demand) is
climbing in the afternoon, we
can ask people to conserve,”
Mercury Energy’s planning
director Patrick Strange said.

“We are very concerned
about the next two weeks be-
cause all our evidence is that
people are coming back to the
city,” he said.

“We definitely don’t have
enough supply to handle a nor-
mal, hot day peak,” Strange
added.

Auckland was cool and rainy
overthe weekend, but the fore-
cast is for a return to sunny,
late summer weather this
week.

To encourage conservation,
Mercury has offered rebates
to business customers if they
cuttheirelectric use by at least
15 percent.

If the power usage can be
cut by at least 30 percent, the
utility says it can provide
minimal power all day down-
town.

But, even with many busi-
nesses still shut down, power
consumption downtown has so
far been reduced only about
20 percent.

Meanwhile, the army has
been called in to help out.

Every night army engineers
are turning “night into day,”
with two large lighting tow-
ers, as contractors erect poles
and an overhead electric cable
that will supply power to the
city from late March or April.

Downtown is largely off the
normal electric power grid,
getting much of its electricity
from portable generators rang-
ing from suitcase-size to trac-
tor-trailer models, and a ship
docked in the harbor.

'highen Activation fee waived,

Two of the four faulty power
cables feeding central
Auckland have been partly
restored, and are carrying 40
percent of their usual electric
load until they are tested fur-
ther and proven reliable.

The first cable feeding into
the commercial heart of New
Zealand’s biggest city failed
onJan. 22, the second on Feb.
9, and the last two on Feb. 19
and 20.

It is not known what caused
the power cables to fail, and a
commission of experts says it
may take six months to a year
to {ind out.

The government has also set up
its own investigation, due to re-
port by the end of June.

Mercury Energy has suggested
the cables broke down as a result
of the heat, soil settling and huge
power demand.

Many Aucklanders suspect
that Mercury Energy skimped
on maintenance and repairs as
it laid off half its work force
in the last few years to keep
profits rising.
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Troops mass in Thai border

Exiled Burmese students, holding a flag of Myanmar’s opposition National League for Democracy, chant
slogans against the human rights violations in their home land during a demonstration to mark the 10th

anniversary of the Human Rights Day in Myanmar in front of the Myanmer embassy in Bangkok Friday. The
group demand peaceful solution on their country’s political unrest. ap

BANGKOK, Thailand — Armed
raiders allied with Myanmar’s mili-
tary government reporiedly concen-
trated Sunday along the border with
Thailand in what aid workers feared
was preparation to attack a Karen
refugee camp holding some 30,000
people.

Meanwhile, fighting was still be-
lieved to be raging inside Myanmar
between an estimated 1,000 govern-
ment troops and some 300 Karen
National Union fighters near KNU
7th Brigade headquarters at Tha Ko
Sutha, north of the Thai border town
of Mae Sot.

The Myanmararmy anditsalliesin
a Karen splinter group, the Demo-
craticKarenBuddhist Army, are stag-
inglate dry-seasonattacksagainst the
KNU, which has fought for more
autonomy for the Karen minority for
50 years.

The offensive has been accompa-
nied by raids against camps inside
Thailand sheltering some 100,000

Has Arrived!!

Sienna 18 much more than a mini van.

It’s a 7 passenger sedan.

Stop by for a test drive today!

Pairere #1

refugees, mostly Karens.

Some 100 DKBA raiders crossed
into Thailand on Wednesday and
torchedthe HuayKolokecamp. Three
people died and 9,000 were left with-
out shelter.

KNU officials and aid workers
reportthat DKBA and Myanmararmy
troops have concentrated across the
border from Mae Hia, a camp with
some 30,000 people that was attacked
by DKBA raiders a year ago.

One DKBA raiding party Friday
night crossed into Thailand and was
chased away by warning shots fired
by Thai artillery, the KNU said.

The retreating raiders reportedly
sowed land mines that injured two
Thai soldiers and destroyed a truck.

Thai army officers have not con-
firmed the report.

Last week’s raid was condemned
by several Westem nations and hu-
man-rights organizations, which
urged Thailand to improve security
for the refugees.

Thai army troops in the area of
Huay Koloke were said to have done
nothing to deter the attack.

Armycommandershave vowed to
beef up their troops along the ugged
border, but visitors to the camps say
they have seen little visible increase
between the concentrations of refu-
gees and the likely lines of attack.

Aid workers said the Thai army
forced refugees who sought shelter
outside the burmed remains of the
camp to retumn, threatening to deport
them to Myanmar, also known as
Burma, if they did not.

Thai army and government offi-
cials and aid agencies are looking for
asafersite for the Huay Koloke refu-
gees after discounting the initial idea
of moving them to Mae Hla.

Inrecentyears,Myanmar'sregime
has settled longstanding ethnic rebel-
lions with a score of rebel armies, but
talks withthe KNU, the largest group,
have failed.

The attacks on the refugee camps
are intended to scare the refugees in
returning back to Myanmar.

But most have fled a campaign by HongKong'seconomyhassuf-  its price by half last year to <=
the army Lha\t human-rights g?oups feredtremendouslysince last last  boost circulation. .@@W{!\‘ 4 DE ATH & FUNER AL ANNOUNCEMENT RN
and refugees say systematic rape, : @ f‘ =
killing and torching of villages. ! <N v

HK stepsup =
airport check
against Cholera

HONG KONG(AP)—Thegov-
ermmment is more closely checking
travelers arriving from Thailand
after 16 people were believed to
have contracted cholera on tours
to Bangkok’s floating market,
health officials said Sunday.
“We have stepped up our surveil-
lance of all the incoming passengers
from Thailand,” said Health Secre-
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Cathay’s net
profit drops

HONG KONG (AP) —
Cathay Pacific on Sunday be-
came the first airline from a
non-communist territory in
more than 50 years to fly
through North Korean air-
space.

The flight came one month
after North Korea and the In-
ternational Air Transport As-
sociation agreed to open North
Korean airspace for commer-
cial overflights.

Such flights could give the cash-
strapped country another source
of hard currency, while saving
outside airlines time and fuel
Costs.

A Boeing 747-400 cargo plane
of Hong Kong-based Cathay Pa-

cificleft Anchorage, Alaska, on
Saturday and flew in a North
Korean air corridor for 20 min-
utes before arriving in Hong
Kong Sunday, the airline said
in a statement.

The flight was “a big step
closer to establishing regular
operations along this route,”
said the jet’s captain, Paul
Horsting. U.S. carriers
Delta and United Airlines,

South Korea’s Korean Air and

Singapore Airlines also were
to try out the route later this
week.

The flights will not go over
North Korean land, but off the
east coast of the reclusive
communist state.

HONG KONG (AP) — A 34-
year-old newspaper became the
latest victim of Asia’s prolonged
financial crisis as it announced
its closure Sunday.

Citing dwindling advertise-
ment revenues and heavy
losses, Express News, a Chi-
nese-language daily, an-
nounced on the front page of
its Sunday edition that it will

.stop publishing on Monday.

“The future remains un-
clear,” because of “Asia’s
financial storm that started
last year and the poor eco-
nomic conditions in the re-
gion,” the newspaper said.

“After reviewing the circum-
stances, we decided to stop pub-
lishing on March 16,” it said.
Newspaper executives were not
available for comment.

Newspaper folds, citing
Asia’s financial turmoil

year, despite its strong cur-
rency, which is linked to the
U.S. dollar. :
Export sales and tourism
have plummeted, while in-
terest rates have soared.
The economic downturn al-
ready has claimed a series of
department stores, fashion
vendors, restaurants and in-

vestment banks. Unemploy- |

ment is expected to rise as
more companies fold or fire

workers.

In January, a weekly news
and entertainment tabloid
also folded because of heavy
losses.

The Express was among
several newspapers that had
closed in 1995 in an intense
newspaper price war. It re-
opened in late 1996, and cut

Hong Kong police Chief Inspector Matthew Hemmings holds a fraud letter from Nigeria and some “security

blackened money” at a press conference in Hong Kong Tuesday. Police have arrested nine people and
seized about 13,500 fraud letters this year in connection with a Nigerian fraud ring.  aAp

Tamil rebels resist renewed
Sri Lanka military onslaught

COLOMBO, SriLanka (AP)
— Separatist Tamil Tiger
rebels fiercely resisted a fresh
military attack on their north-
ern stronghold, a military of-
ficial said Sunday Ca-
sualties on both sides were ex-
pected to be high.

On Saturday, the govern-
ment soldiers began advanc-
ing toward Mankulam, a town
held by the rebels. But the
guerrillas responded with mor-
tar and artillery fire, the offi-
cial said on condition of ano-

N

nymity.

Further details of the fight-
ing 245 kilometers (155 miles)
north of the Colombo, the Sri
Lankan capital, were not im-
mediately available.

Since May last year, gov-
ernment soldiers have been
trying to capture a vital road
link through rebel-held terri-
tory to the northern Jaffna
peninsula, which is presently
accessible only by sea and air.

The military has so far cap-
tured two-thirds of the 70 ki-

lometer (45 mile) highway.

The government controls the
peninsula but not the road link.

The rebels are fighting for a
separate homeland for Tamils,
who account for 18 percent of
SriLanka’s 8 million people.

They claim discrimination
by the majority Sinhalese who
control the government and
military.

The war, which erupted af-
ter anti-Tamil riots in 1983,
has left more than 51,000
people dead.
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CATALINA
LETC

known as Catalinan Josen Finini of Garapan was called to her eternal rest on

Monday. March 9, 1998 at the age of 63 years.

She is survived hy her;

tary Katherine Fok, : : ,
She said the government also Husband: Jose Masga Cruz (Finini) Children: Lourdes Balew Cruz &
will arrange for health care Om- Parents: Dolores Torres Buleto & Romeo Martinez Buleto Maxima Baleto Cruz {Nobert Ada)
H Co Brothers: Leon Torres Palacios, Francisco Torres Daughter-in-Law: — Terry P. Morato (Joe)
cials to board planes arriving fr ! : & A
pie '8 from & Nicolas Torres Baleto Brother: Acinto Torres Baleto

Thailand to explain to passengers
about the infectious disease. Port
health officials alsowill screensick
passengers.

Early investigations showed that
16 membersof twotour groups had
contracted cholera in Thailand,
health officials said.

The government so far has con-
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© Sisters: Maria Baleto Norita & Francisca Baleto Aguon

Sister-in-Law:  Rosa Concepeion Torres

John Hermin Pangelinan

RN Herman Pangelinan (Bolis)
© o Grandsom:

Sisters-in-Law:
Brothers-in-Law:
Grandchitdren:

Additionally, she is survived by numerous nieces, nephews. cousins. great grandehildren,

great great grandchildren and friends.

Angela Palacios, & Juanita Cruz Balete

Juan Quitugua Norita, & Suntirgo Aguon
Josephine P. Satur, Melisse P. McConnel,
Catherine Pangelinan, Tracy Mae Pangelinan,
Joseph Cruz. Judy Sablan, Jolaine Sablan,
Rodney Sablan, Kimberly Yu, Cindy Deleon
Guerrero.

MicrOl COrpOratiOIl At the comer of Beach Road &

Chalan Mnsr. Guerrero in San Jose.
Call us at 234-5911 or fax us at 234-6514

firmed 18 cases of cholera infec-
tion in Hong Kong, including sev-
eral people who became ill after
eating cockles imported from Thai-
land earlier this year.

City workers clear debris from a street a day after a bomb blast in
Colombo, Sri Lanka earlier this month. The attack near a railway
station, blamed on Tamil rebels, killed at least 36 and wounded
hundreds of others. ap o @\a

Rosary is being said nightly at 8:00 p.m. at the decease’s residence in Garapan. Last respect will be on Tuesday.
S March 17, 1998, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm at their residence. Mass for a Christian Burial will be offered on
p.m. at Kristo Rai Church. Burial will follow at Chalan Kanoa Cemetery.
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Sharon for Lebanon pullout

By JACK KATZENELL
JERUSALEM (AP) — As
Israel’s defense minister 16 years
ago, Ariel Sharon launched an
invasion of Lebanon in an effort
to crush the Palestine Liberation
Organization based there.

Now the hawkish Sharon, still a
Cabinet minister, has joined the

ranks of those calling for an Is-
raeli withdrawal from its self-pro-
claimed security zone insouthern
Lebanon. )

Interviewed on Channel 2 tele-
vision, Sharon said Saturday he is
not advocating unilateral with-
drawal, yet he maintained that the
pullout could be accomplished

even without a security agree-
ment with Lebanon — or with
Syria, the real power there.

In the absence of such an agree-
ment, however, Sharon implied
that Israel should threaten the
Lebanese government with dras-
tic reprisals should guerrillas at-
tack Israel’s northern border after
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Roll your dice and increase your stakes!

Tinian Dynasty Hotel & Casino’s soft-opening is April 1998. This is the most prestigious 5-star resort complex in the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. We are currently seeking dynamic individuals for long term carcer
development opportunities for the following positions:

| Executive Sous Chef

12 sears expenence in 2 4 ar 3 star hotel environment. know ledgeable in Continental and Asian
cuisine. Aristic, creative and strong feadership skills are required. Knowledgeable in refated
fields and responsibiltics held in fine diming cuisine.

1 Chef de Cuisine - Coffee Shop
10 vears m a4 or S star prapenty. a sound working hnowledge in Asia is needed. Evperienced in
both Continental and Asian cussine. Strong leadership skills are required.  Knowledgeable in
related felds and responsiblities hold n find dining cutsine.
1 Sous Chef - Casino Cafe
% years in a2 4 of S star simifar emvitonment. knowledgeable in Western, Continental and Astan
cunne.
1 Sous Chef - Employee Restaurant
S vears expenenee working 1n 2 4 or S star property. Knowledgeable in Asian and Westem
cusine and expenienced 1 catenng for eaher Targe banquets or velume chentefe.
8 Chef de Parties - Coffew Shop/Casino Cafe
6 agars expenence a4 or S siar property. Able 1 work 10 2 vanety of sections 1 the hitchen
envronment. Musthave experience i Asiaa, Centinental crsines and fine diming.
2 Chef de Parties - Butchery
o veans experence m 2 4 or S sreavironment 1s reguired. The svecessful candidates must he
proficient in all s afood and meat preparation for senice.
2Chef de Partievd Denti Chefy - Pastr
Must have o mimmum of 6 years evperience and sound hnowledge of working in Asia. This
person mest beevpenenced 1n making all 1 pes of breads. pastnes, chocolates and have an artistic
fla.
6 Chef de Parties - Employee Restaurant
Syeansevperience nworking 2 orge scale production hitchen. Must hase evpenence in Asian
and Conunvntal cunine.

2 Demi Chefs - Employee Restaurant
Syearsexpenence 1n working 1 a large scale production hitchen or banguet operation. Artistic
and creative. The successful canddate will have experience i a similar emvironment.
8 Commis Chefs
4vears experience 1n either hotel, resiaurant hanguet or related fields 1 required. Must be
knowledgeable in Astan and Contmental cursine. A knowledge of the basics of production cooking
1s required.
1 Casino Cafe Manager
Musthave atleast 6 vears expenence of managing a restasrant or coffee shopna 4 S starhotel or
similar emvironment
1 Broadway Restaurant Manager
rummem of 6 yean eapenence of Restawrant Menzgement. Able 1o manage 3 barge number of
patiens i a fin dinng environment fovusing un Continental cussing.

19 Drivers
Experienced Divers heensed tocamy up 40 passengers are required 1o dnve 10 both Tinian and
Supan. Some cypenence of vehice mamtenance and 1 clean dmver's license is required for this
position
CA8INO
| Office Manager
Requires anndiidual with a mimmum of § years of supersisory experience. Also a good working
knowledge of Windows Office Systems technology including Excel and Publisher, Qutstanding
communrcation shills 1< a must. second or third languages helpful.

1 Scheduling Officer

Must have a good working knowledge of workforce management. Be able to maintain schedules
and atiendance records. Knowledge of scheduling programs both manual and data based helpful.
Must be able to work well with avarniety of staff requirements & able to speak either Japanese,
Korean or Chinese. Second and third languages helpful

1 Casino Operations Manager

Mimmum al 8 yeeroin anondustiy, Must sy 4 years of supervison experience asa Pt
Manager or abuse. Abie by wan all sfi

16 Senior Pit Managers
Mimmum of € years vupenehioe in the gaming indusiny with 1 vears capenence &t management
tevel. The successiul candidate must possess 2 sound hnowledge of all major casino games.
Excelient management and commumcation shalls 1s required.
20 Pit Managers
Mimmum of 6 years vaperience in the gaming industry. Sound knowledge of 3 or more major
casino games. Good communications shalls and manage ment atinibutes.

30°Pit Supersisors

Minimum of 2 searsin the gammg industrs. Sound know ledge of 3 or more major casino games.
Possess good commumcation and basic management or supenvisons skills. Ability to work ina
team work envaronment. Must be ready to work all shifts.

10 Dealer/Tnspectors

Minimum of 2 years gaming expenence and proficient in the 3 major casino games. Will be
scheduled 1o both deal and supervise casino games. Candidate must be able to provide support in
2 professional manner to dealers under their supervision.

50 Dealers

Must have successfully completed a 3 month probation period that includes the tarming and
procedures of deating at least one magor c2sino game,

1 Assistant Electronic Gaming Manager

Candidate musthave 2t least 4 yearsenperience i the electronic gameng industry. Thisexpenence
should include 2 yearsas 3 iwchmcian or 4 years electronic gaming supersisory and managenment
experience. The successful candidate must be able to maintain alf records of electrome gaming as
required by gaming taws a5 well as schedubing for the depanment nevds.

1 Electronic Gaming Super visors

Candidate will be required 10 have a working knowledge of electronic gaming devices witha
minimum of 2 years in 2 managenal position. Candidate must be able to work a flexible
schedule on any shift. A mechanical aptitude and high customer service focus a must.

2 Electronic Gaming Technicians

Must have completed 2 certified electronic gaming technician training course with S years in
clectronic gaming mainienance position and have completed manufacturer seminars. Must
have aworking knowledge of gaming device and clectronic gaming operations. Will be required
1o work flexible schedules on all shifts.

& Electronic Gaming Floor Attendants

Candidate must have at least | year expetience in electromic gaming operalions and possess
sound working knowledge of electronic gaming equipment. Candidate must be willing to
work a flexible schedule and all refated shifts.

1 Cage Shift Manager

(andidate must have at keast 8 years experience incasinocage operations. Must have a complete
knowledge of cage accounting procedures and requirements of the gaming commission.
Candidate musthave at least 4 years of cage supervisor and management experience, and have
an advanced knowledge of CNMI banking and cash transaction requirements.

2 Cage Supervisors

(andidate must have 2 years experience in casino cage cashier operations or equivalent
evperience and training. Must have atleast 2 years of supervisory experience. Candidate must
b able to work a flevible schedule and any shift.

20 Cage Cashiers
Candidate must have expenence as a cashier. Able to work any shift. Candidate must have
good math skills and possess a familianty with forign cumencies.

1 Security Shift Manager

Must have 10 years experience in the secunity ficld. Candidate must have at least 3 years
supervisory experience wilh a proven track record in employer management. Candidate must
have a working knowledge of CNMI Public Saiety Regulations, fire code and laws governing
prvate secunty officers in the CNMI. Candidate must have a CPR training certificate and be
willing to work all shifts.

4 Security Supervisors

Musthave Syearsexpenience in the private sccunty industry of law enforcement. Field candidate
must have the ability to supervise others. Candidate must have a working knowledge of fire
codes and evacuation procedures long with the laws and regulations govering private securily
officers in the CNMI. Candidate must have a CPR training certificate and be willing to work
all shifts.

10 Security guards

| year working expenence 1 the private secunty industry military or law enforcement is
prefemed. Candidate must have a CPR trainiog cenificate an advantage and be willing to work
flexible hours on any shift.

3 Surveillance Shift Managers

Must have 2 years experience in the ficld of video surveillance, Must possess a complete
knowledge of all aspects of video sunveillance including technologies and techniques. Must
hase at least 2 years of supervisory experiences and possess a working knowledge of casino
surveillance operations.

4 Surveillance Supervisors

Candidate must have 6 years experieace in the surveillance industry including at least 2 years
as an operator. Must be able to supervise surveillance operation and maintzin accurate logs
and inventories consistent with gaming regutations. Candidate musthave a working knowledge
of management techniques and principles. Candidate must be able to work flexible hours on
all shifis.

15 Surveillance Operators
Candidale must possess good vision and observation abilities. Candidate must be able to work
flexible hours and any shift.

1 VIP Services Shift Manager

Candrdate must have § years expenence in the hotel tour and travel industry. Candidate must
have a proven tour and traved indusiry. Candidate must have a proven track record of being
able to manage all aspects of guest services. The successful candidate need 1o be able to
maintain guest records and coordinate amivals and departuses including air and ground
transportation. Candidate must have at least 4 years experience as a supervisor, Second and
third languages will be helpful. Mustbe able 1o work all shifts.

4 VIP Supervisors

Candidate must have 6 years experience in the hotel puest services field. Candidaies must
have at least 2 years of supervisory expenience and be able to maintain guest records as well as
schedule VIP hosts. Must be able to speak either Japanese, Korean or Chinese.

13 VIP Hosts

Candidate must possess 2 desire and ability to work with the public. Candidate will be required
to perform a vaniety of functions relating to VIP guests service. Candidate must be willing to
2 flexible schedule on al shifts. Must be able to speak Japanese, Korean or Chinese.

15 Public Relations Officers
Candidate will be required to perform general guest service duties. Candidate will be required
wwork a fleaible schedule on any shift

1 Income Control Officer
Individual must be familiar with general computer operation and spreadhseet computer program.
Must have casing cage expeneace with accounting qualificanions,

1 Casino Accounts Supervisor

Casino cage expenence is required with an accounting quahfication. Candidate must have
expenience with staff supervision and be able to perform monthly balance sheet reconciliation.
Must be 2ble to work with minimal supervision and must have had experience in cage
supervision,

Please submit full resume and a cover Letter of Application to: The Human Resources Department.
P.O. Box 1133, Tinian, MP 96952. Fax: 670-328-1106, Tel. 670-328-2233

any withdrawal.

Sharon said Israel must “make
it absolutely clear that Lebanon is
responsible for what happens on
its territory.

“I'm talking about our facing
the Lebanese with new conditions.
This means that we say to them,
‘Listen, we don’t want to remain
in Lebanon,”” he said. “We are
ready, in stages, monitoring the
results, to carry out anevacuation
in Lebanon.”

[sraeli media reports have said
Sharon, the infrastructure minis-
ter, would present a pullout plan
to the Cabinet on Sunday.

Israel has controlled parts of
southern Lebanon on its own or
through proxy Lebanese mili-
tias since 1978 in an effort to
protectits northern towns from
cross-border attacks from
groups such as Hezbollah.

Since 1978, 900 Israeli
troops and 400 allied militia-
men have been killed, with
the number of slain Palestin-
ian and Lebanese guerrillas
estimated at over 2,100.
Deaths of civilians run into
the thousands — by Lebanese
estimate over 21,000.

As the death toll has
mounted, Israel’s government
has been faced with a growing
grassroots movement calling
for the unilateral withdrawal.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu for the first
time said last month he was
willing to put into effect a
United Nations resolution
calling for a withdrawal from
southern Lebanon.

However, Netanyahu

warned that a unilateral with-

drawal would expose Israel’s

northern border to attacks.
He said the fighting would es-
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Police demolition experts aided by a sniffer dog search for additional

Y

calaterapidly and that before long
the army would have to return to
Lebanon under much worse con-
ditions.

The Isracli government’s coor-
dinator on Lebanon, Uri Lubrani,
echoed those concerns.

“In my eyes, to the best of my
judgment—and Jamnotalone in
this — it is a clear recipe for the
massive re-entry (of [sraeli troops)
to Lebanon. Who needs it?” he
said Saturday. - :

Lebanon has rejected negotia-
tions with Israel and maintains
that the Isracli army must leave
unconditionally.

Syria, which has 40,000 troops
in Lebanon, has prevented the
Lebanes: army from disarming
Hezbollah, and allows Iran to de-
liver supplies to the guerrillas via
Damascus airport.

Israeli opposition figures main-
tain that Syria will never allow
the Lebanese army to disarm
Hezbollah until Israel returns
the Golan Heights which it
captured from Syria in the
1967 Mideast war.

Netanyahu is opposed to re-
turning the heights, and the
Israel-Syrian negotiations
have been stalled for more
than two years.

Two Cabinet ministers,
Michael Eitan and Avigdor
Kahalani, have already come
outin favor of unilateral with-
drawal, but Sharon is by far

the most influential figure to

do so.

Defense Minister Yitzhak
Mordechai last month
launched the initiative to try
to obtain an agreement with
Lebanon that would lead to an
Israeli pullout, but he has said
unilateral withdrawal should
be out of the question.

‘Iﬁu N é
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explosive devices near the Afula central bus station Saturday following
the explosion earlier in the day in which an Israeli man was badly
injured. Israeli police are stilltrying to determine if the explosive device
was planted by Palestinian extremists. AP

MONDAY, MARCH 16 , 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-21

By AFSHIN VALINEJAD
TEHRAN, Iran(AP)— Astrong
earthquake that shook southcast-
ern Iran has killed at least five
people and injured 15 others, the
Natural Disaster Headquarters
said here Sunday.

The quake of magnitude 6.4
had its epicenter at Golbaf, acar-
pet-weaving town 950 kilome-
ters (600 miles) southcast of
Tehran, NDH Director Abbass
Jazeri told The Associated Press.

The quake damaged 15 villages
around Golbaf, Jazeri said. It
struck Saturday at 11:12 p.m. lo-
caltime (1942GMT).  Rescue
workers searched for victims
through the early hours on Sun-
day.

Jazeri said he expected morc
casualtics to be found after dawn
but thought the death toll would
risc “not much higher.”

A Red Crescent aid worker in
Golbafsaid many walls and roofs
had collapsed in the town.

The worker spoke via radio to
the Red Crescent office in
Kerman, a city 100 kilometers
(63 miles) northwest of Golbaf,
because the quake had severed
telephones lines to the town.

The Red Crescent has sent am-
bulances, medicines, food and
tents to Golbaf, a worker at its
Kerman office told The AP on
the telephone.

The province of Kerman, a city
ofabeut 250,000 people, is largely
desert with only a few towns and
villages.

Yedollah Sefidgar, areception-
ist in the Kerman Tourism Inn,

Report says -
King Fahd in
‘good health

King Fahd

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP)
— Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd
held talks Saturday with
Britain’s defense sccretary in
a surprise meeting apparently
intended to dispel fears about
the monarch’s health.

The king’s meecting with
George Robertson was the first
since Fahd was discharged
from hospital Wednesday af-
ter four days of treatment for
a reported gall bladder infec-
tion.

State-run Saudi television
showed the king, who is in his
mid-70s, looking well as he
spoke to Robertson.

Fahd, who had a stroke in
1995, also suffers from dia-
betes and arthritis.

told The AP that he was standing
in the hotel’s lobby when the
quake struck.

“I felt the carth shaking. I saw
the ceiling moving like a wave,”
he said.

The quake lasted about a
minute, Sefidgar said in a tele-
phone interview.

The guests rushed outside, but
not one glass or window in the
notel was broken, he said.

Iran is notorious for scvere
carthquakes.

In May 1997, an carthquake of
magnitude 7.1 struck the north-
castern province of Khorasan,
killing about 1,500 people and
injuring at least 6,000. Itleft about
60,000 people homeless.

InFebruary 1997, a quake jolted
about 100 villages in the north-
western province of Ardabil.

Officials said it killed 965
people, butindependent estimates
put the death toll at about 3,000.

Thousands were left homeless
in freezing winter conditions.

Marianas.

advancement.

WANTS YOU TO BECOME THE
CASINO MANAGERS OF THE FUTURE!

Tinian Dynasty Hotel & Casino is offering you the chance to be part of the
fastest growing industry in the world by training you for entry level positions

(670) 328-2233 ext. 235

ke 1n Iran: 5 dead

Iran’s President Seyyed Mohamad Khatami, right, and Belarussian Pres
exchange copies after signing a cooperation agreement in Tehran. AP

ava

Tinian
Dynidsty

JHotel & Casino

Casino Dealer
Casino Cashier
Casino Surveillance Operator
Electronic Gaming Attendant
Casino Guest Services

And Get Paid To Learn

Take control of your future and play a major roll in the development of the Tinian
Casino Industry. The training you receive will enable you to become part of the
most prestigious 5-Star resort complex in the Commonwealth of the Northern

After you have successfully completed this training you will be a full time member
of the exciting world of Casino Gaming and will have the opportunity for rapid

For Information about this exciting opportunity program Call Today!
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www.cnmi-guide.com
Web Developing, Web Hosting,
Top Quality Web Design.
We will put you on the
Internet for $150
No Monthly Payment !

We create Dynamic Web Sites which will give
your business a professional image
Check us out at www.cnmi-guide.com
For more information please call
233-919172

@} 2 COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
X o

° INVITATION FOR BID
o IFB98-01

0-

The Commonwealth Development Authority (CDA) through its Chairman,
Juan S. Tenorio is soliciting competitive sealed bids for an office space for
the CDA branch in Tinian.

The building must be conductive for office use, a concrete structure with a
minimum office space of 800 square feet ground floor, air-conditioned and
ample parking. The building must be easily accessible to a public road and
situated in San Jose Village, Tinian. The building should have adequate
lighting, electrical outlets, indoor toilet, and meet the ADA requirements.
Owner must maintain public liability insurance for not less than $100,000
per accident and not less than $300,000 total coverage foraone time aggregate
claim. Owner must also provide coverage for typhoon, fire and extended
coverage for the building. The term: of the lease is for one 91) year with the
option to renew for additional periods by the Lessee (CDA). Interested Lessor
should submit their written bid in a sealed envelope marked IFB98-01 no
later than 3:00 p.m. Friday, March 20, 1998.

Attention bids and/or queries to:

Ms. Lydia M. Sablan
Acting Executive Director
Commonwealth Development Authority
P.0O.Box 2149
Saipan, MP 96950

The Commonwealth Development Authority reserves the right to reject any
proposal in the best of CDA.

/s/LYDIA M. SABLAN
Acting Executive Director

-
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WORLOWIDE EXPRESS *

COURIERS

DHL WORLDWIDE EXPRESS IS SEEKING CUSTOMER
ORIENTED COURIERS FOR P/U & DELIVERY OF TIME
SENSITIVE MATERIALS. MUST POSSESS A VALID DRIVER'S
LICENSE AND CLEAN DRIVING RECORD. ABILITY TO LIFT
UP TO 70 LBS & EXCELLENT COMMUNICATION SKILLS
ESSENTIAL. MUST BE ABLE TO TYPE 35-45 WPM.

DHL OFFERS AN EXCELLENT BENEFIT PACKAGE
INCLUDING:

« HEALTH & VISION INSURANCE

+ DENTAL INSURANCE

« LIFE INSURANCE

+ DISABILITY INSURANCE

« PAID VACATION AFTER 6 MONTHS

« INTERLINE TRAVEL BENEFITS

- TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

+ 401K PLAN

APPLICATIONS MAY BE PICKED UP AT THE SAIPAN SERVICE

CENTER LOCATION IN CHALAN LAULAU (WHITE TWO-

STORY BUILDING AT THE NORTH OF MCDONALD'S
RESTAURANT. NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE.

LET US KEEP CNMI LITTER FREE.

able crash probe

ROME (AP) — Italian prosecutors
want to question two U.S. officials
about a cable car accident that killed
20 people, despite America’s refusal
to surrender jurisdiction over the
Marine crew blamed in the deaths,
news reports said Saturday.

RAI state TV and the Italian news

agency ANSA said prosecutors want
to question next week the two high-
ranking officials from Aviano, the
U.S. air base where the crew was
based.
Prosecutor Francantonio Grarero,
already investigating the four-man
crew and two base officials, didnot
confirm the reports.

ANSA cited unidentified judicial
sources, and the two officials were
not named in the news reports.

U.S assistant secretary of state for Near Eastern affairs Martin In
during his press conference in Algiers Saturday. Indyk urged Algeria to
be more candid about the human rights situation in the North African

A Marine jet on a training run Feb.
3sliced the cable used by the gondola
packed with skiers at an Alpine ski
resort, sending the car crashing into
the slopes.

Probes by the Marines and the
Italian air force have concluded that
the plane was flying too fast and
low.

Under a NATO agreement, al-
lies have the right to investigate
and prosecute their own military
personnel for possible miscon-

duct during official operations.

The United States on Friday
informed Italy that it will not
surrender jurisdiction. The four-man
crew returned home to the United
States on Saturday to face possible
manslaughter charges.

country. Woman at right is unidentified. AP

n Indyk

A Marine investigation board al-
ready has blamed the crew for the
tragedy, saying they broke rules on
how fast and how low they could fly.

In written statements to the
board, the crew denied they were
“flat-hatting” — military slang
for violating altitude restrictions.

Lt.Gen. Peter Pace, commander
of U.S. Marine Forces Atlantic at
Norfolk, Va., has said he will con-
vene the military equivalent of a
criminal grand jury to determine
if the men should be prosecuted.

The proceeding—knownasan
Article 32 hearing — has not been
scheduled.

- US official
- holds talks
“inAlgeria

ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) — A top
U.S. State Department official met
with Algerian leaders Saturday, fo-
cusing on the violence and terrorism
that has convulsed the country for
several years.

“One of the topics in my discus-
sions here was the violence that
regrettably continues to plague Alge-
ra,” said Martin Indyk, the U.S. as-
sistant secretary of state for Near
Eastern affairs.

“Ireiterated my government’scon-
demnation of terrorism,” said Indyk,
speaking to reporters at the endof a
two-day visitto Algeria, partof atour
of the region. .

Indyk held meetings with Foreign
Minister Ahmed Attaf and Prime
Minister Ahmed Ouyahia.

Indyk said he had discussed hu-
man rights with Ouyahia and that the
U.S. view was “‘that Algeriacanonly
benefitby responding openly toques-
tions posed domestically and interna-
tionally.”

Morethan75,000peoplehavedied
in the violence, which beganin 1992
afterthemilitary-backed government
canceled parliamentary elections the
Islamic Salvation Front was poised
to win.

A. Call to Order
B. Roll Call

A. Financial Report
B. Rota
C. Tinian

B. Personnel
V. OLD BUSINESS

VI NEW BUSINESS

X. ADJOURNMENT

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Govern

will be held on Thursday, March 19,
Saipan. The Agenda is as follows:

C. Adoption of Agenda

D. Adoption of Minutes - February 12, 1998
II. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
1. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT

VIL PUBLIC COMMENTS
Vill. CORRESPONDENCE
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION
Pursuant to PL 8-41, Section 13, Item (6), the Board may vote to meet in Executive Session.
A. On-going Litigation Matters
B. Saipan 80 Megawatt RFP Contract Discussions

COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NOTICE

L PRELIMINARY MATTERS

Iv. COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Cable TV & Telecommunications

A. Saipan Water Desalination Facility

/s/ BENJAMIN A. SABLAN, Chairman

or Jesus R. Sablan hereby give Notice that pursuant to Public Law

8-41, Section 11, a Regular Meeting of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC) Board of Directors
1998, at 10:00 AM in the CUC Conference Room in Lower Base,
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By Donna Abu-Nasr
WASHINGTON (AP) —The
Pentagon plans to look into
allegations that Linda Tripp
lied on her Pentagon security
clearance form by failing to
disclose that she had been ar-
rested on theft charges nearly
three decades ago.

“I’'m sure that it will be the
subject of some inquiry,” De-
fense Secretary William

. Cohen said Saturday. “If it’s
true it’s a very serious mat-
ter.” .. o

“There is an item that’s to
be checked — Have you ever
‘been either charged or arrested
for a crime? — and if the
answer was no, then that’s not
simply a matter of fully dis-
closing, it’s a contradiction of
the truth,” Cohen said on
CNN'’s “Late Edition.”

Cohen said he was sure the
incident “will be looked into,”
but added that “at this point
it’s still an allegation that we
have no knowledge of. So at
this point, it’s not a matter of
investigation.”

Tripp’s lawyer confirmed
his client has been arrested
but said the charges against
her were dropped because she
was inriocent.

The New Yorker magazine
reports in its edition on news-
stands Monday that Tripp, the
Pentagon staffer who re-
corded conversations with
Monica Lewinsky about an
alleged affair with President
Clinton, was arrested on a
grand larceny charge May 12,
1969, in Greenwood Lake,
N.Y., and subsequently
pleaded not guilty.

Tripp went by her maiden
name Carotenuto at the time
of the arrest, the magazine
reported. It said Tripp filled
out a 1987 Defense Depart-
ment security clearance form
without mentioning the arrest.

According to an arrest re-

Monica Lewinsky and her attorney William Ginsburg appear at Morton’s

port obtained Saturday by The
Associated Press, Linda
Carotenuto, 19, was detained
by Greenwood Lake police
on charges that she stole $263

and a wrist watch valued at

$600 from the rooms of two
men. '

Anaccompanying statement
from the GreenWood Lake
police department said it “is
not confirming that.this. per-
son is indeed Linda Tripp.”

Tripp’s lawyer, James
Moody, told The Washington
Post his client had told him
she was “set up” during the
arrest.

He said Tripp and a group of
friends were stopped by po-
lice after a night of partying.
“A bunch of kids were drink-
ing,” Moody told the paper.
“They were at some bar or
restaurant, and they let the kids
spend the night there and go
home in the morning.”

He said police detained
Tripp after finding the miss-.
ing money and watch in her
purse. - T

Moody told the Post that
after her arrest, Tripp. ap-
peared in court for-an arraign-
ment, but the charges were

‘dropped becauise she was in-

nocent. - -

“Linda was:told by the judge

she was unconditionally dis-
charged and this would never
appear on her record,” Moody
told the paper.

Another Tripp lawyer, An-
thony Zaccanini, told The New
York Times: “Because Linda
was set up and therefore in-
nocent, the charges were
dropped, even though she
demanded a trial. The judge
told her to treat this mistaken
event as though it never hap-
pened.”

Lt. Cmdr. James Graybeal;
a Pentagon spokesman, said
he did not know how long an
investigation would take.

N

restaurant fora book party for TV host Larry King Friday night. Lewinsky
has claimed on secretly recorded tapes that she had a sexual relation-
ship with President Clinton beginning in late 1995 and that he urged her
to lie about it to attorneys in the Paula Jones sexual harassment case

against the president.  Ap

“It’savery detailed process,
gaining a security clearance,”
Graybeal said. “I would as-
sume going ahead and reveri-
fying the information will take
time. ... We owe it to Linda
Tripp to give her due process
and fully investigate it.”

Initseditions on newsstands

widens  Pentagon to probe Tripp

Monday, U.S. News & World
Report reports police records
show that Tripp asked the police
to investigate petty misfortunes
—amissing car phone antenna, a
damaged screen door.

The magazine said police
records include 38 incident re-
ports since 1992 involving some

member of Tripp’s family as wit-
ness, victim, reporting party or
suspect.

At least 11 cite Tripp’s son,
four her ex-husband, two her
daughter and seven Tripp her-
self. The rest list the address of
either Tripp or her husband’s
house.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Attn: The General Public

Because of the current epidemic proportions of tuberculosis
in the CNMI, the Department of Public Health has issued an
emergency health regulation requiring health clearance exams
for more than 40,000 CNMI individuals over the next 90 days.

In response to this medical emergency, and as part of the
FHP Saipan Medical Group's ongoing effort of community
service, effective immediately, our clinic will provide Health
Clearance Examinations in compliance of these health
regulations. This service is available to members

and non-members.

" Please call the FHP Saipan Medical Gro
for an appointment or additional information.

up at 235-0994

o

SAIPAN MEDICAL GROUP ™

A Division of PactfiCare Asta Pacific

NORTHERN MARIANAS
HOUSING CORPORATION fsmmmmg

e NmMnc G

SOLICITATION FOR LEGAL SERVICES

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

The Board of Directors of the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation
(NMHC), represented by the undersigned, is seeking services from quali-
fied firms or individuals licensed in the Commonwealth to serve as legal
counsel for the NMHC, such services as providing advice and assistance
pertaining to legal matters with respect o its operations. Terms and con-
ditions shall be set forth in a contract to be executed upon selection of the

legal counsel.

Qualified individuals or firms must submit a letter of interest, together
with a proposed fee schedule and background qualifications of counsel or
associates, to Ms. MaryLou S. Ada, Corporate Director, P.0. Box 514,
Saipan, MP 96950, or delivery of documents to NMHC’s Central Office
located in Garapan. Deadline for submission of documents is Friday, March

20, 1998 at 10:00 A.M.

NMHC reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive any
imperfection in same in the interest of the Corporation.

/s/ JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman of the Board
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Troops trade fire in camp

By DON PATHAN

MAE HLA, Thailand — A
raiding party atlied with
Myanmar's military govern-
ment {ired more than 10 mor-
tar rounds Sunday into a refu-
gec camp in Thailand shelter-
ing 30.000 people, a Thai gen-
eral said.

Casualty figures were not
immediately available.

Maj. Gen. Chamlong
Photong, chief of staff of the
3rd Army responsible for the
rugged border arca, said that
Thai soldiers returned artillery
rounds and drove off the at-
tackers shelling the Mae Hla

refugee camp.

The raiders belonged to the
Democratic Karen Buddhist
Army, a faction of the Karen
ethnic minority allied with the
government of Myanmar
against the Karen National
Union, which has battled for
more Karen autonomy for 50

ics.
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For all signs needv, please visit or call

Y/.S oigns

at #\ Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and-style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
B boards or on transparencies on special pa-
B per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
M above shelves, counters and merchandise
fl stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

¥ Full color digital print for back light in shops
§ window or special display in the outdoor,
7 such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
§ fumes, jewelry and many more.

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
anteed to last for five to seven years in ali
® weather conditions and stands heat tem-
k perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

oyshem

=

years.

The DKBA attacked and
torched anotherrefugee camp,
Huay Koloke, on Wednesday
Three people died and 9,000
were made homeless.

The border is strung with
refugee camps filled with
some 100,000 people, mostly
Karen, who have fled military
offensives in Myanmar that
survivors and human-rights
groups say feature rape, mur-
der and torching of villages to
terrorize the populace.

The Myanmar army and its
allies are staging a late dry-
season offensive against the
Karen nationalists.

Refugee camps are targeted
to deny the KNU rear-base
support and to frighten the
refugees into returning to
Myanmar, also known as
Burma.

Tension has been high, es-
pecially at Mae Hla, the larg-
est camp with some 30,000
people.

It was attacked a year ago.
Chamlong said that other
camps were vulnerable to at-
tack, especially Maw Ker,
with some 6,000 people.

DKBA and Myanmar troops
had concentrated for the past
two days across the shallow
Moei River that defines the
border to attack Mae Hla, aid
workers said.

Many residents left the camp
Saturday night to sleep across
a highway in relative safety.

The Ministry of Interior
warned aid agencies not to
send a scheduled twice-
monthly rice shipment into
Mae Hia, saying the 10-truck
convoy would present a tempt-
ing target.

Aid workers said the refu-

gees have sufficient rice for

the time being.

Mcanwhile, fighting was
raging inside Myanmar be-
tween anestimated 1,000 gov-
ernment troops and some 300
KNU fighters near the KNU's
7th Brigade headquarters at

Tha Ko Sutha, north of the
Thai border town of Mac Sot.

KNU officials said the pro-
Myanmar forces were believed
to have infiltrated Thatland to
open a new front against 7th
Brigade. The KNU has suf-
fered several defeats in recent
years and controls relatively
little  territory  inside
Myanmar.

The headquarters was tak-
ing artillery and mortar fire
from two sides, KNU officials
said, but would be difficult to
capture because it is nnoed by
mines.

The terror raids on the refu-
gee camps have been con-
demned by several Western
nations and human-rights
groups, and Thailand has been
urged to improve security.

Thai army troops in the area
of Huay Koloke were said to
have done nothing to deter the
attack.

Chamlong said both troop
and artillery strength has been
beefed up. More road check-
points are visible, but visitors
to the camps say they have
seen little reinforcement be-
tween refugees and the likely
lines of attack.

Aid workers said the Thai army
has forced refugees who sought
shelteroutside the burned remains
of Huay. Koloke to return to the
camp, threatening to deport them
to Myanmar if they did not.

Thai army and government of-
ficials and aid agencies are look-
ing for a safer site for the Huay
Koloke refugees after discount-
ing theinitial idea of moving them
to Mae Hla.

A res:dent of Chaio Grande, north of Lima, cry over the loss of theil
homes to flooding caused by El Nino Saturda yyOver 230,000 houselsr
have been destroyed by El Nino in Peru since begmn/ng of the year.

AP

Iraq calls on Washington:

‘Consider normal relations’

By EILEEN ALT POWELL
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — In
a change from its usual anti-
American rhetoric, Irag urged
the United States on Sunday
to “couragcously” change its
policies and normalize rela-
tions with Baghdad.

An cditorial in the state-run
Baghdad Obscrver said that
such a move by President Bill
Clinton and his ally, British
Prime Minister Tony Blair,
would be in their political and
¢conomic interests.

The two countries have been
the main supporters of keep-
ing U.N. trade sanctions on
Iraq.

The sanctions, which ban the
unlimited export of oil, were
designedto punish Iraqi leader
Saddam Husscin for his 1990
invasion of Kuwait, which sct
off the 1991 Gulf War.

The U.N. Sccurity Council
has said the sanctions won’t
be lifted until U.N. inspectors
certify that Irag has climinated
its weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

The editorial called for “a
daring step by rcasonable and
realistic politicians” to reas-
scss American policy toward
Baghdad and “cventually call
for direct talks with the gov-
crnment of Irag so as to nor-
malize relations.”

It added: “Despite all hos-
tile rhetoric and propaganda
campaigns to demonize Iraq
and its leadership, it is not
impossible — nor is it unreal-
istic — for the American gov-
ernment to settle sharp differ-
cnces peacefully asit has done
before with the former Soviet
Union, China or, recently,
with North Korea.”

The editorial, which was

_signed by the Observer’s edi-

tor Naji al-Hadithi, charged
that the White Housc and its
allies in Britain had used the
sanctions to try to underminc
Iraq’s leadership.

The editorial termed this a
“futile, costly and unwar-
ranted policy” and urged the
United States to “coura-
geously reshuffle it foramore
realistic onec that serves
America’s legitimate interests
as well as the cause of peace,
security and stability in this
region.”

The appeal came amid what
appears tobc achangeinlraq’s
dealings with U.N. wcapons
inspectors following a Feb. 23
agrcement negotiated by U.N.
Sccretary-General Kofi
Annan.

Under the deal, Iraq agreed
toopen cight of Saddam’s pal-
acc compounds to U.N. in-
spection and to improve co-
operation with U.N. weapons
teams.

Last week, forthe firsttime,
Iraq allowed a U.N. tcam into
the Defense Ministry. And
next weekend, the chiel U.N.
arms inspector, Richard But-

ler, is due in Baghdad to kick
off the palace inspections.

The Amecricans and British
hadthreatened military strikes
to forcc Iraq to open the pal-
ace compounds but relented
after the Annan deal was
signed.

Also Sunday, Babil news-
paper, the daily published by
Saddam’s son Odai, said
American administrations
“don’t have any logical op-
tions but to get the right les-
sons from dealings with Irag
and understand that Iraqis not
Panama, Haiti or any of the
‘banana republics.”

It added: “Dealing with Iraq
must start with respecting its
sovereignty and its indepen-
dence, free decision-making
and its legal right for safety
and sccurity.”

This, it said, included “re-
sponding to its legitimate de-
mand” that sanctions be lifted.

KkEico MoToRs [Edl

PreSIdent Saddam Husse/n shakes hands with pollceff/cers of al- Touz town, salah al-Deen province 160

km north west of Baghdad during his visit to talk with villagers on Friday. ap

The ’9 Sportage. Starting at $ 1 S ,49 5 .00

2.0 liter, 16 valve, 4-cylinder DOHC engine Driver’s side, knee and passenger air bags
Theft-deterrent system ¢ Power steering * Power door locks ¢ Power windows
3-year/36,000-mile limited warranty e 5-year/60,000-mile limited powertrain warranty

It's about time everyone had a well made car.

AIRPORT

LOCATED ON AIRPORT ROAD ACCROSS FROM ISLAND APPAREL

ISLAND
APPAREL HERMANS

Airport Rd.

THE POWER OF CHOICE

keico| Tel. 234-0173
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Crack mom held for child neglect

By Arlene Levinson
EASLEY, S.C. (AP) —Late in the
aftermoon of Feb. 5,1992, the police
chief,adetective and twosocial work-
ers entered the maternity ward of
Easley Baptist Medical Center and
took custody of 3-day-old Tevin
Dashuan Whitner.
Not finding the infant’s mother,
they left a notice on her hospital bed.
The next moming, police came
back, arrested Cornelia Whitner and
led her away handcuffed and weep-
ing. She had smoked crack cocaine
before going into labor and the drug
was foundinhernewbom’surine. To
authorities this was child neglect.
Six years later, dimple-cheeked
Tevin is ahealthy, lively kindergart-
ner who loves his books and his
bicycle. He callsagreat-aunt*Mama.™

His real mother is serving an eight-
year prison sentence in the only state
that treats drug addiction during preg-
nancy as child neglect and imprisons
the new mothers.

Efforts to do this in about 30 other
states have been beaten back in the
courts and in state legislatures.

Butina3-2ruling last fall, the South

Carolina Supreme Court for asecond
timeupheld Ms. Whitner’sconviction
and said child abuse laws alsoapply to
a viable fetus. It’s the highest court
anywheretoread the law that way.

Ms. Whitner’s lawyers plan this
week to ask the U.S. Supreme Court
tohear her case and those of two other
women caught in the same snare.

The cases highlight a painful di-
lemma: Are women who use illegal
drugs during pregnancy addicts who

EMPLOYMENT
ACCOUNTANT

Computer Experience Helpful

Local Hire Only
Call 235-4771

Tuesday, March 17, 1

Chalan Kanoa.
AGENDA

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS & NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Public Lands

- PUBLIC NOTICE
v R 3/13/98 - i

Pursuant to 1 CMC §9910, Govemor Pedro P. Tenorio, Lt. Govemor Jesus B, Sablan, and the Board

of Public Lands, through the Division of Public Lands

Resources, are herebg 9g@lvmg notice that a meeting of the
at 2:00 PM.

The meeting is scheduled to continue from da‘yJ 1o day until completed and as such, the meeting wil
be reconvened the following day al the same fime and at the same place it the board calls a recess
of this meeting. The meeling will be held at Pacific Gardenia Hote! Banquet Hall Room No. 1 in

{DPLgof the Department of Lands and Natural
oard of Public Lands will commence on

1. RollCall
2. Adoption of Minutes - October 21, 1997
3. Communications . . X
a) Letter from Magor Jose C. Sablan, Saipan - Herald Broadcasting Syndicate, Inc.
b) - Letters from Chairman David L. Igitol, Saipan Municipal Councl
i, Herald Broadcasting Syndicate, Inc. i ) i
fi. Aquarius Amnet Resor, Tan Holdu,n%s Corporation, Tasi Tours & Transportation,
.. Inc., and Juan C. Tenono & Associates : . L
iii. Northem Mariana Islands Retirement Fund - Request to use public land in Capitol Hil

() Letter from Mayor Benjamin T. Manglona, Rota - Agricultural Homesteads at As-Nieves

and Bird Sanctuaryareass  ~ ~ )

{d) Letters from the Eleventh Tinian Joint Le?IS]a(IVE Delegation

. CUC Tinian Power Plant - Issuance of Deed
ii. Marpo Heights - Request o subdivide and release for use as homesteads

() Letter from the Acting Secrefary of the Departiment of Public Health - Request to renovale
the Tinian Guest House on Saipan .

f) House Resolution No. 11-9 *A House Resolution to request the Govemor and the Board of
of Public Lands to grant CUC public domain of lots 190 £ 01 and TR. 22916, along with the
adjoining 5,362 square meters ofcpubhc landin Lower Base i

g) Marianas Seaside Development Corporation - Objection to Saipan Scratchies’ Request
eport of the Director )
Ea) Public Law No. 10-90 - Amendment to Public Law No. 10-57
eport of the Legal Counsel
Untinished Business
(a) Public Land Lease Request
i. FPAQuarry - Pemit Status
(b) CNMI Govemment Public Land Request ]
i. Rota Municipal council - Request to extract sand for Children's Park
7. New Business
{a) Pending Land Exchange Matters
i. Memorandum of Agreement - Status on pending land exchange
i, Heirs of Jose S. Deleon Guerrero (Rai)
iii. Maria A. Guerrero

iv. Jose T. Seman

v. Luis T. Hocog

CNM! Govemment Public Land Request o .

i. Seventh Tinian Municipal Council - Request for the designation of public lands for

. Recreation Centers/Fields . . )

i, NtMi;I(C - Requestto reserve Lot No. 012 T 06 for future expansion of Tinian's housing
stocl

i Ntonhem Marianas College, Rota - Request to revert to Tatachog, original designaled
site

iv. Rota Upward Bound Program - Request fo utilize Teteto Beach site

V. Public School system - Hequest for Grant of Public Domains
{c} Public Land Lease Request )
i Bank of Guam - Request to relocate leased area in Garapan
{d) Land Problem and Legal Matters
i.  Pedro Aguonv. MPLC
{e) Homestead Matiers
i.  Vilage Homestead
() DPLRotaMatters ] ) .
i, Agricultural Grazing Permit - Request to impose moralorium
il.  Agricutural Homestead - Request for outside designaled areas )
il. As Chala - Proposed for agricultural hometead:; request designation for village
homestead.
{g) DPL Tinian Matters o
i JacobaA.Codero, Agricultural Homestead - Request for authorization to mortgage or
quitclaim deed; Lot No. 050 T 07
8. Miscellaneous
9. Adoumment

(=223, ]

CA

need treatment or criminals who be-
long in prison?

Nationwide, about 70,000 preg-
nant women annually are cocaine
users, according to a federal survey.

South Carolina estimates as many
as 3,200 cocaine users give birth in
their state every year.

South Carolina Attomey General
Charlie Condon and the state’s high
courthave “made upanew crime that
the legislature never intended, and
every medical group opposes, and
that these women could not have
known,” said Ms. Whitner’s lead
attomey, Lynn Paltrow of the New
York-based CenterforConstitutional
Rights.

Ms. Whitner’sconvictionalsochal-
lenges the 25-year-old Roe vs. Wade

- ruling that a woman’s privacy in-

cludes her actions during pregnancy.
Abortion opponents, however, take
small comfort from the case.

April Holley of the anti-abortion
National Right to Life Committee in
Washington said threatening preg-
nant addicts with prison could en-
courage themtohaveabortions. ‘Our
goal asa society,” she said, “should
be to help the mother and the child.”

Those who see their job as helping
mothers and children say what South
Carolina is doing will hurt more than
help. ““‘Allof us wanttodoeverything
inour power to salvage a fetus,” said
Dr. Nelson Weston, president of the
South Carolina Medical Association,
whichopposesthestate’spolicy.*‘But
if the mother is addicted to cocaine,
she’s the one who needs treatment ...
notprison.”

Attorney General Condon says
every viable fetus is *“a fellow South
Carolinian.” As a former prosecutor
in Charleston, he had pregnant and
postpartum addicts arrested. *‘In our
state, the rights of the fetus do not
come from the mother, they come
from God,” Condon said. In fact, he
also advocates legal curbs on drink-
ing and smoking during pregnancy.

Some critics protest that the state’s
policy targets poor black women.

Like Ms. Whitner, nearly all of the
morethan40addictsprosecuted since

1989 under South Carolina’s child
abuse law, are black. Ms. Whitmer is
not ready to blame bigotry for her
predicament,

“It’s a drug problem. I just don't
think I deserveprison,” she said by
telephone from Leath Correctional
Institution in Greenwood, about 60
miles southeast of Easley.

Asforthe U.S. Supreme Court, she
said,"'Tjust want them to understand
this is a sickness.”

In a series of phone calls — the
prison bans face-to-face interviews
—-she spoke in a soft voice of want-
ingto getahouse and a job and finish
raising the three sons she hardly
knows.

When she was bom 34 years ago
with adiamond-shaped patchof white
on her brown forehead and hair, the
family thought it might be a sign,
“like she was going to be special, a
giftfromGod, "heroldestsister, Pansy
Harris, said.

She was the last of six children
bomn to Margaret Whitner, a cham-
bermaid. Mrs. Whitner was sweet-
natured but strict, kept a Bible in the
houseand reinsonherchildren. After
her husband left, there were other
men, but she raised the children
alone. Cornelia barely knew her
father.

Asagirl, ComeliaWhimerdreamed
of becominga nurse. She likedtosing
and run. Her playmates were cousins

in her warm, extended family.

One morning, the children heard a
thump when their mother fell out of
bed. Comeliarannextdoortocall an
ambulance, but help came too late.
Margaret Whitner wasdead at 42 of
a worm-out heart.

Comelia was 14 years old.

““That was the worst thing that ever
happened to me. I felt like I had
nobody,” Ms. Whitner said. “That’s
when I started smoking weed and
drinking beerand stuff. Ain’tnobody
like your mom.”

Withasisterandbrother, shemoved
in with Miss Harris, whose stringent
rules could not stop Cornelia’s slide.
“All the preaching and all the talking
and all the upkeeping I tried to put on
herdidn’thelp,” said Miss Harris, 43.

By 16, Ms. Whitner was amother.
She quitschooland moved outonher
own, drifting aimlessly from town to
city, living on the margins of the
state’s prospering and scenic north-
western wedge. She was still smok-
ingmarijuanaanddrinking, andsome-
times, she snorted cocaine.

Terrell, her firstborn, remembers
her with love.

“Whenever she wasn’t smoking,
or doing, like, the bad stuff, we like
playedtogether, liketickleeachother,”
saidthelanky 17-year-old whoinher-
ited his mother’s patch of white in his
ink-black hair. He attends Seneca
High Schocl, his mother’s school
until she left in 9th grade, the year he
was bomn.

He also remembers hunger. “We
went without food for, like, a few
days,” Terrell said. “T would find
something to eat. I can make & sand-
wich with ketchup.”

After Leroy, her second child, was
bom in 1989, Ms. Whitmer moved
them all to Easley, a growing townof
20,000 where the old South is giving
way to traffic jams and glittering
shopping centers. The Whitners
settled into a neigborhood of
tumbledownhouses near the railroad
tracks.

There, Ms. Whitner met crack co-
caine and “‘my life just fell apart.”

Ataboyfriend’s house she founda
party going on. “I'm a curious per-
son, and they were smoking on this
little pipe.”

FormerneighborMaurice Grissom
recalled the womanin the small brick
house, her white streak of hair and
terrible craving. “She was a very nice
lady. She tried to get off that stuff,”
Grissom said. “She said she tried to
gethelp forit, butnobody would help
her.”

She stole cigarettes and food and
Jjewelry tosell forcrack. She alsosold
herbody. ““Ineverdid thattoo much,”
she said. Neverstood ona comer, but
went to men she knew, she said. 1
tried tokeep alittle bit of pride about
myself.”

Welfare and a boyfriend kept her
going for a time. She took stabs at
legitimate work. Food service. Motel
maid. A factory job making plastic
paid the best, more than $7 an hour.
“But I couldn’t even keep that, be-
cause of crack,” she said.

Often she left her children with
relatives and disappeared.

One night in April 1991, her Aunt
MaryBrowncalled police in Central,
about 13 miles from Easley. It was
two days since Ms. Whitner had left
10-year-old Terrell with the aunt, and
hertoddler, Leroy, not yet 2, with the
aunt’s elderly neighbor.

The state took her children away,
placed them with family members,
and charged her with neglecting

Leroy.

A week before Christmas 1991,
heavy with her third pregnancy, Ms.
Whitner stood before Judge Eppes at
the Pickens County Courthouse and
pleaded guilty.

Eppeslikestogive peopleachance.
He sentenced Ms. Whitner to proba-
tion, with conditions. She had to stay
away from drugs and alcohol and
stay out of trouble with the law.
Violating these terms would mean 10
years in prison.

Ms. Whitner says she would have
liked help for her drug problem. But
in Pickens County where she lived,
little helpwas available for penniless,
pregnant addicts. A single county
program offered counseling at night
but no transportation or child care.
Some help wasalso availableoutside
the county, but that could mean a
waiting list.

Nevertheless, prosecutors in a few
South Carolina counties; including
Pickens, were getting tough with
pregnant addicts. They started order-
ing the arrests of women whose new-
borns tested positive fordrugs, charg-
ing the mothers with neglect. If they
got help, charges would be dropped.

Joe Watson, then the prosecutor
for Pickens and Greenville counties
and now acircuitcourt judge, says his
policyamountedto*‘puttingthe heavy
hammer over the mother’s head™ to
force her to get help. “Our goal has
never been to put any of these moth-
ers in jail.”

Comelia Whitmer knew nothing of
goals. She was scared and so fearful
of arrest she shied away from the
county health clinic offering pre-
natal care.

Her fears were about to come true,

Tevin was bom on Feb. 2, 1992
with the family blaze of white on his
head. His mother held him just once
before anurse told her he had tested
positive for cocaine.

She bolted. “That look on her face
told me that the police was coming
right then,” Ms. Whitner said. “Ipan-
icked.”

Returning to the hospital the next
day, she found police waiting.

Two months later she again faced
Judge Eppes.

“Is this a crack baby?” he asked.
“Yes, sir,” she said.

“Why wouldn’t you just take a
pistol and put it in your mouth and
blow your head off?” he said. “You
wouldn’t do that, would you?”

The public defender said Ms.
Whitner wanted drug treatment.

Eppes, a judge for four decades,
was alarmed at the rising use of drugs
by women who came before him. A
previous case had prompted him to
say, “I was tired of having these
bastard crack babies.”

He told Ms. Whitner’s law-
yer, “I'think I'll just let her go
to jail.”

Ms. Whitner got help from C,
Rauch Wise, a Greenwood lawyer
with the American Civil Libertics
Union of South Carolina. After more
than 19 months in prison, she was
freed by a judge whosaid child abuse
could not apply 1o a fetus; she had
pleaded guilty to a law that did not
exist.

While out of prison, Ms. Whitner
made a feeble attempt to reunite with
herchildren,onlytoresumeanaddict's
life of theft and drugs.

Meanwhile, Travis Medlock, then
state attormey general, appealed tothe
SouthCarolinaSupreme Court, stant-
ing a four-year effort to get Ms,
Whitner back in prison.
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Zachares . ..

Continued from page 6

For their part, “deportable” work-
ersarethose foundwithoutthe CNMI-
governmentrequired Alien Registra-
tion Card (ARC).

These workers are not arrested but
merely advised to secure ARC
within the next 24 hours or face
deportation.

Around 200 such workers were
found when DOLI operatives
swooped down on the a garment
firm in Chalan Piao last Monday.

MHS...

Continued from page 9

Florian also agreed that there are
“numerous problems and tasks™ the
Council as well as the school admin-
istration has to tackle, and because of
that, the system has to change.

“We are seeking to have MHS
principal Mr. Jim Denight, receive
fulloversightauthority forthecomple-
tion of the needed classrooms,” said
Florian.

“It is consistent with the School-
Community Based Education con-
ceptand I am sure he will see to itthat
these projects are completed. We are
fed up with promises and we want to
see things done,” he said.

“It is absolutely critical that the
highschool retumnstosingle rack and
we need to get the facilities in place.
Itwill be ourpriority and focusforthis
school year,” he added.

SIixX . . .

Continued from page 8

Hall on April 19 from 6 to 9 p.m.

*“The pageant’s theme in this year
reflects the beauty of our candidates,
the warmth of our islands and the
cultural diversity that exists here,
said NMBPA president Becky P.
Cruz.

Cruz said entitled “Splashes of
Tropical Beauties,” the pageant night
will be one to remember with a vari-
ety of local performers, an atmo-
sphere of colorful decor, and an un-
forgettable show.

Working behind the scenes to
present this year’s show are the
NMBPA Board members. They are
Becky Cruz, president; Edward
Manglona, vice-president; Tammy
Hunter, secretary; Bibine Forester,
treasurer; Laila C. Younis, public
relations officer; Tanya B. Camacho,
national director; and Jinny Reyes as
member of the board.

Inspections . . .

Contiriued from page 3

Zachares said more firms will be
subjected to similar “‘unannounced
inspections” this week.

The stepped-up drive however, is
being downplayed by critics who
claimed the “knee-jerk” reaction to
federal officials’ allegations against
the CNMI garment industry was be-
ing done “to appease the Feds” in
time for the March 31 US Senale
hearing of Commonwealth takeover
legislation.

- D0 YOU HAVE $200
TO THROW AWAY?

WHETHER YOU ARE WALKING,
DRIVING, SAILING, OR FLYING.
LITTERING IS ILLEGAL IN THE CNMI.

Business. ..

Continued from page 6

whether they are for or against the
federal takeover of CNMI’s labor
and immigration.

He said the strong position taken
by the US Government is coming
now “because in the past, we were
not able to correct our own labor
problems.”

Ayuyu also said there had been a
reluctance in the implementation of
the proposed minimumwage increase
during the previous years.

The US govermnment believes that
any new labor and immigration re-
form implemented by the CNMI
will again be repealed or eventu-
ally scaled down.

But Ayuyu said the business
community remains hopeful that
the federal government will give
the present CNMI administration
the chance to correct the islands’
labor and immigration problems
in the next four years.

The business sector leader said
he is predicting adramatic change
in the attitude of business manag-
ers in the Northern Marianas on
the way businesses are conducted.

Lt. Gov. Jesus Sablan said the
CNMI panel may propose that
labor and immigration reforms to
be enacted by the CNMI govern-
ment be included in the Covenant.

Sablanalso said he still believes
that the US and CNMI govern-
ments could work together in ad-
dressing federal concerns.:

PUBLIC NOTICE

LET IT BE KNOWN THAT
TRIPLE J MOTORS WILL NOT SERVICE
ANY NEW OR USED VEHICLES THAT DO
NOT COMPLY WITH U.S. SPECIFICATIONS.

TRIPLE J MOTORS CONSIDERS ALL
NON-U.S. SPECIFICATION VEHICLES
UNSAFE AND A HAZARD TO THE
DRIVING PUBLIC OF THE CNMI.

O pperms Ao
WAYNE N. HUNT
General Manager

Authorized Distributor on Saipan for:
HYUNDAI « MITSUBISHI « ISUZU « SUBARU » SUZUKI

Ccitorns B~
R ‘TRIPLE J MOTORS

NEW CARS « USED CARS « PARTS = SERVICE
Garapan 234-7133 » Used Cor Mart 235-5012

Patrons surf the website at a cybercafe in downtown Subang Jaya
Friday. Cybercafes which are popularly frequented by youths and
under-aged students pose a nightmare to the authorities with an
unhindered access to the pornographic websites.  ap

Hormryrye
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Eri for their help and support!
-5l

‘{-:;-‘; YOUR GENEROSITY HAS MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR
AT OUR TEAM TO TRAVEL OFF ISLAND FOR INTERNATIONAL
b TOURNAMENTS, WHERE WE WILL DO OUR BEST

TO REPRESENT THE CNML
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The Saipan Rugby Football Club would like to thank the following
companies and persons, whose generous support and contributions
helped to make our Hot Lunch Fundraiser a success:

p“? and A Special THANKS to all the RUGBY wives, girlfriends, and families

ONCE AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

Happy 3rd Birthday

DARREN
OCOG

from Mommy Yna,
Tita Beth, Tito
Norman, Tita Flor
& Nico
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New K Store Kwek's Enterprises |
Margie Tudela Motion Automotive Repair Shop ot
Allied Insurance Aon (Microl) Beverage Company

Midway Motors Coca Cola Beverage Company

MarPac Pacific Trading

Fletcher Pacific Matt Brodie

Price Costco Dial Rent to Own

Roy Fua

.
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SAIPAN
GENERAL
MANAGER

Hard Rock Cafe is looking for the right qualified and energetic restaurant
GENERAL MANAGER for its Saipan location. If you're an outgoing professional
with great interpersonal skills, business savvy, high volume, full service,
restaurantfretail operations experience, and can think on your feet, we may have
a back stage pass with your name on it.

S

LOVE ALL

SERVE ALL

To be considered, applicants must posses 4-5 years Restaurant General
Mgnagement experience,.a proven track record, and great working knowledge
of inventory control systems, profit and loss statement and budgets.

So bring your individualism, we don't fit the mold, so neither should you. We
offer top pay, excellent benefits and an attractive bonus program.

Please respond through mail or facsimile by March 20th with your resume to:

Hard Rock Cafe
Attn. Mike McGann
388 South Marine Drive, Suite 100-200,
Tamuning, Guam 96911
Fax 671 647 0151

Note: Saipan resident applicants will be interviewed in Saipan

COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

pan

i The Commonwealth Development Authority
(CDA) through its Chairman Juan S. Tenorio is seek-
ing assistance from a marketing/advertising/public relations
firm or other company to prepare its 1997 annual report.
Proposals for this project should be submitted to CDA no

later than March 20, 1998.

ot

Interested firms are requested to obtain a copy of the RFP
package at the CDA office at Wakin's Bldg. in Gualo Rai.
Inquiries may be directed to Ms. Lydia M. Sablan, Acting
Executive Director at telephone no. 234-6245.

The Commonwealth Development Authority reserves the
right to reject any proposal in the best interest of the CDA.

/s/ Lydia M. Sablan
Acting Executive Director
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PUBLIC NOTICE

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FORTHE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY, Plaintiff,

vs.

HERMAN C. SANTOS, MARIAC.
CASTRO, RICARDO C. CASTRO and

U.S. SMALL BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION, Defendants.

CIVIL ACTION NOS. 97-0004
NOTICE OF SECOND SALE

Following an unsuccessfui first auction sale
in this matter, the United States Marshal
Service, hereinafter referred to as
auctioneer, and the Development

APARTIENT FOR RENT

* FULLY CONCRETE/TWO (2) BEDROOMS
* FULLY FURNISHED/24 HOURS WATER -
* LAUNDRY MAT AVAILABLEFREE TRASH
COLLECTION
*REASONABLE PRICE
CALL TEL. 322-3581 FOR MORE DETAILS!

0SS AT
Qoo o

(—

0y
7 ]

Corporation Division of the Commonwealth
Development Authority, hereinafter referred
10 as CDA, hereby give notice that all of
the right, title, and interest of the defendants
-Herman C. Santos, Maria C. Castro, and
Ricardo C. Castro - in the following
described, improved, real propenty situated
in San Roque, Saipan, will be sold at an
auction sale:

Lot No. 007 B 31, containing an area of
879 square meters, more or less, as more
particularly described on Drawing/Cadastral
Plat No. 118/77.

The auction sale will be open to the general
public and will be held at the United States
Marsha!l Service Office, Garapan, Saipan,
at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 25,
1998, subject to the following announced
terms and conditions:

1. Beserve, The auction sale shall be held
with reserve.

2. Right

Consistent with the custom and usage and
applicable law of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands governing
auction sales with reserve, auctioneer shall
have the following rights and duties in

LOT FOR SALE
San Vicente, 1583 sq.m, ———
Tuturan. 5851 sq.m.  ——
Capitol Hill, 3420 sq.m, ———
Contact: Frank Yuan
Tek: 1-626-588-3660 Fax: 1-626-588-3055
E-mail: frank@c-me.com

car for sale

Truck-1992 Ford XLT Pick-Up
« Exiended Cab « Fully enclosed back with Camper
TopMWindows * Body and interior in EXCELLE
condition » Undercoated fo prevent Rust
ON ISLAND EIGHT MONTHS
$9,000.00 or best offer

Call: 234-9419 Hazel/Kevin Fowler

Water. ..

Continued from page 1
eas.

They group was polarized be-
tween those for the immediate
construction of the facility and
who are willing to pay the high
cost of desalinated water, and
those who think the government
should shoulder the cost.

Remi Sablan and others who
are for desalination said they had
suffered for so long from lack of
water that they thought they
should grab at this opportunity.

“For so many years, the people
of Saipan had never enjoyed 24
hours clean tap water, and it is
about time that a certain company
has demonstrated its interest to
support us with the most essential
needs of our daily life, 24 hours
clean water,” Sablan said in a

prepared comment to CUC.

Under the setup, a private firm
will build and operate the facility
for 10 years and sell three million
gallons of waterevery day toCUC,
whichintumn, willresell the water
to its customers.

CUC has the option of whether
to renew the contract with the
firm or buy the facility after 10
years.

According to CUC’s computa-
tion, a family of five may spend
$108 worth of desalinated water
every month, both for its drinking
and household uses.

Bob Scruggs summed up the
views of those opposed tothe idea
of paying more for water when he
said the company which will sell
the desalinated water *‘is going to
start making profits on what 1
think the government should be
providing anyway.”

“Why should we make some
company rich when the govern-
ment should be solving this prob-
lem with our tax money?” he asked
in a prepared comment he read
during the hearing.

Another man who was opposed
to the costly desalination facility
said during the hearing, “I don’t
want desalinated water to flush
my toilet.”

Businesswoman Linda Cabrera,
of Capitol Hill, took the cudgels
for those who can't afford to shell
out more money for expensive
water.

Saying she was for government
subsidy, Cabrera stressed, ‘“The
rich people can afford to pay for
desalinated water, but how about
the poor?”

She was echoed by someone
who said, “The issue here is
whether the people can afford.”

DOLI. ..

Continued from page 1

conducting the auction sale:

a) To withdraw the property
listed for sale in this announcement before
sale or betore a bid for such property is
accepted.

b} To adjourn the sale without
notice at any time before any specific
property is struck off, without incurring any
liability whatsoever thereby; and

¢) To reject, on behalf of the
seller, any and all bids.

3. Bids. Tentative bids may be submitted
in advance for any and all of the propery

histed in this notice. Such bids shall not be

binding. except that the highest of such bids
will automatically be considered the
opening bid for the item. Bids may be

entered in person, in writing, or by
telephone to Joaquin Q. Dela Cruz, Loan
Manager, Commonwealth Development
Authority, P.O. Box 2149, Saipan, MP
96950, Pnone: 234-7145; Fax: 234-7144;
orto Trec #1. Eyerly, Law Offices of Vicente
T. Salas, P.O. Box 1309, Saipan, MP 96950,
Phone: 234-7455, Fax: 234-7256.

4. Minimum Brd. The minimum bid for any
propenty listed in this notice shall be the total
amount of principal, interest, attorney’s fees
and costs of sale due and owing CDA by

the defendants or the appraised value of
property - whichever 1s less.

5. Depost: Pgyment, A deposit of ten

percent (10%) of the purchase price must
be paid onthe day of the auction sale. The
remaining balance will be due within ten
{10) days of the auction sale. Failure to
make payment of the remaining balance
within ten (10) days will result in forfeiture
by the buyer of the ten percent (10%)
deposit, and any and all of the buyer's
rnghts, title and interest in any of the
aforementioned property will revert to CDA.

6. Charige of Terms. Auctioneer and CDA
reserve the nghtto change any of the terms
of conduct und enforcement ({ sale by
announcement, written or oral, made . efore
the auction sale or at the commencement
thereof, and such change or changes, by
virtue of this clause, shall be binding on any
buyer by constructive natice.

Dated this 17th day of February, 1998.

/s/ REX FULLMER,
Deputy United States Marshal

FOR SALE

1992 Toyota Corolla Deluxe:

4Door Seda, “‘ihil_g WwAC; Stereo & Caisete
$5,300.00- Call: 235-8837 lein‘e message

HOUSE FOR RENT

SAN VICENTE, ON THE WAY TO
STANFORD HOTEL

CONC., TWO STORY HOUSE
GROUND FLOOR UNSHARED

3 BD. ROOM, LIVING ROOM, KITCHEN,
REST ROOM WITH FRONT LAWN

WITH OR W/QUT FURNITURE
CALL: 322-6363 - 235-0235

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

In Re:

Estate of Consolacion Julieta Fleming Power,
/kfa Julieta Consolacion Fleming Power, fka
Consolacion Julieta Aldan Fleming,
Deceased,

y:
Donald James Power,
Pelitioner.

Civil Action No. 98-152B

NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 3/31/98
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Judge: Demapan

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Donald James Power has filed a petition for
letters of Administration upon the Estate of
Consolacion Julieta Fleming Power, also
known as Julicta Consolacion Fleming
Power, formerly known as Consolacion
JulietaAldan Flcming, Deceased and that said
Petition wilt be heard by the Court on March
31,1998, at the hour of 1:30 p.m. Notice is
also given Lo all heirs of and persons having
claims against the Estate of Consolacion

Julicta Fleming Power, Deceased, and 1o all
persons claiming an interest in said Estate,
that they shall file such claims with the Clerk
of this Court within sixty (60) days from the
first publication of this I‘Rc,)licc. Copics of such
claims should be providedto David G. Banes,
O'Connor Berman Dotts & Banes, Second
Floor, Nauru Building, .0. Box 1969,
Saipan, MP 96950, attomeys for Petitioner.
Allclsims not so filed shall be forever barred.
Dated this 27th day of February, 1998.

Clerk of Court
By: /s/Bernadita A. Sablan

- AlDS Prevention’
.‘easy as A, B, C.
A = Abstain =

B = Be faithful .

.€ = Condom yse
“Its your choice.””
Call234-5100 (24 hrs}):
for free confidential’

department is negotiating for a
new contract with Marianas Pa-
cific Inc., the second-placed bid-
der for the original Request for
Proposals.

But before Taitano made the
announcement, Smith said there
wouldn’t be any changes in the
project. He said that the depart-
ment is now in the process of
recovering the $500,000 lost™ to
Demapan.

But Taitano said the education
board has decided to cut down the
project and make a new class-
rooms-redistribution plan.

She said the board has opted to
sacrifice the 15-classroom el-
ementary school for Dandan.

“We are changing the class-
rooms redistribution. The schools
thatneed new classrooms the most
would get priorities,” Taitano said

in an interview,

She explained that puttingup a
new school in Dandan may not be
practical at the moment because
the site has no available facilities
such as water and electricity.

“Instead of building a new
school that would only idly sit
there, we would give priorities to
other schools,” Taitano said.

Aughenbaugh, forhis pait, said
the $750,000 federal matching
fund may be eliminated as a re-
sult of the loss of the local match-
ing fund which was used up by
Demapan.

Asked if any changes in the
project’s scope of work violated
any regulations, Aughenbaugh
replied, “if its okay with the
CNMI's procurementregulations,
then it’s okay with us.”

“We've suspended the project
until the whole situation is ex-
plained to us, and until the issues
concerned are resolved,” he
added.

Aughenbaugh said that if the
public works department would
make any changes in the project,
it would have to submit a new
project proposal to the DOIL.

DOI first suspended the project
last Dec. 17 after learning that the
public works department was
about to reinstate Demapan to
undertake the project.

“Several issues were at stake,
including questionable payments
made outside the terms of the con-
tract and the level of allowable costs
due the contractor,” OIA s fiscal pro-
gram specialist Thomas Bussanich
said in a letter to Stephen Lemieux,
702 coordinator of the CNMI.

DPW has decided not to reinstate
Demapan, and toaward the projectto

MPT instead, apparently in response

to the warning from Bussanich that
OIA would not reimburse any addi-
tional costs that the CNMImay incur.

Aughenbaugh said DOI wants to
find out what the CNMI has accom-
plished since the December letter.

Reyes . ..

Continued from page 1

pressed. He even blew the whistle
on the government agents’ pos-
sible violation of the rights of the
workers they have arrested dur-
ing the raids.

Reyes lashed back at Stayman
for allegedly treating the Com-
monwealth “as it it were a new
ward of the United Nations and a
new colony of the United States.”

The Saipan senator added that
the OIA chief “seems to have
developed an animosity toward
the CNMI and its people and has
taken steps which I feel are aimed

at smearing the name of the
CNML”

Reyes said the proposals made
by President Clinton and some
members of the Congress to fed-
eralize the CNMI’s immigration
and minimum wage were trig-
gered by Stayman’s “outright
misrepresentation of the truth.”

Another proposal made by the
Clinton Administration is to scrap
the CNMI’s duty-free privileges
under Headnote 3A.

“It is my firm belief that such a
takeover will result in total disin-
tegration of our economic, social
and political well-being as part of
the United States,” Reyes said.

“Unlike some of other insular
territories of the United States
who depended on federal hand-
outs to operate their local govern-
ments, the CNMI discarded that
federal subsidy completely more
than ten years ago,” Reyes said.

He said that if the federal takeover
takes place, the CNMI would revert
to being totally dependent on federal
handouts.

He also reminded two other critics
of the CNMI, Reps. George Miller
and Patsy Mink, that they were in-
volved in the “‘sacred approval and
endorsement” of the Covenant be-
tween the US and the CNMI, which
they now seck to change.

OPA. ..

Continued from page 1

Mathis yesterday but she was not
able to comment.

The latest protest was brought
to OPA on March 9 by Pacific
Century, Inc. which alleged that
CUC had accepted offers from
companies thatdon'tcomply with
emission standards set by Title V
of the Clean Air Act. Some of
these companies have allegedly
requested waivers of the Title V
of the Clean Air Act.

James Chua, principal consult-
ant for the Pacific Century, 1old
OPA that CUC had disqualified

some companies without giving
themequal information that could
have told them of CUC’s basts for
selecting the qualified bidders.

Chuasaid *CUC had eliminated
offerors, prior to providing all
offerors the opportunity toreview
the air modelling data.”

As aresult, Chua said, the dis-
qualified bidders were deprived
of the opportunity *'to offer their
best and final price.”

Chua said that when CUC in-
vited proposals, it had advertised
for atechnology and atype of fuel
that would produce air emissions
that meet the standards set by
Title V of the Clean Air Act, but
that it seemed to have preferred

bidders offering facilities that
don’t meet such standards.

Chua said that although Pacific
Century’s price may be higher, it,
nevertheless, offers gas turbine
technology— using clean diesel
fuel— that could meet the emis-
sion standards.

*If the compliance restriction is not
imposed, we would of course pro-
pose the cheaper alternative of burn-
ing dirtier, and less environmentally
friendly residual fuel using diesel
generators,” Chua said.

“But even after Pacific submitted
the offers, CUC decided that they
would accept proposers that need a
waiver to the Clean Air Act,” he
added.
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e Marianas Variety a
Classified Ads Section

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us
i immediately o make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We
reserve the right 1o edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time.

Employment Wanted

- Job Vacancy

- Announcement

01 HARDWARE MANAGER-Salary:
$1,200.00-1,300.00 per month
Contact: COMMERCIAL TRADING OF
SAIPAN dba Saipan Hardware Tel. 234-
6886(3/16)M25678

01 MECHANIC, (AUTO)-Salary: $3.25
per hour

Contact: ASIAN TRADERS, iNC. dba
Good Friend Auto Repair Shop Tel. 288-
6583(3/16)M70960

01 WAREHOUSE WORKER-Salary:
$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: TRANSAMERICA CORPORA-
TION Tel. 234-1629(3/16)M71081

01 ASSISTANT F&B MANAGER-Sal-
ary: $1,200.00-1,800.00 per month
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Saipan
Beach Tel. 234-6413(3/16)M71091

01 (ACCOUNTING) MANAGER-Salary:
$1,700.00-2,100.00 per month

01 ASST. ACCOUNTING MANAGER-
Salary: $1,300.00-1,700.00 per month
01 JANITOR-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP-
MENT, INC. dba Saipan Grand Hotel/
Mr. Domingo Cruz Tel. 234-6601 Ext.
112(3/16)M71092

01 FISHING DECK(HAND)-Salary:
$1,000-2,025 per month

01 OUT-BOARD MOTOR MECHANIC-
Salary: $1,000.00-1,125.00 per month
Contact: SEA STAR, INC. Tel. 234-
3533(3/16)M234-3533

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Satary:
$3.05 perhour

01 BARBER-Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $700.00 per
month

Contact: R.J.A. INC. dba Dina's Hair
Design Tel. 233-3462(3/16)M71100

01 HARDWARE MANAGER-Salary:
$1,200.00-1,300.00 per month
Contact: COMMERCIAL TRADING OF
SAIPAN dba Saipan Hardware Tel, 234-
6886(3/16)M25678

02 MASON-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: COMMERCIAL TRADING OF
SAIPAN, INC. dba CTS Construction
Tel. 235-6051(3/16)M25679

01 MECHANIC-Salary: $800.00-900.00
per month

Contact: COMMERCIAL TRADING OF
SAIPAN dba CTS Services Tel. 234-
6886(3/16)M25680

01 DIVING INSTRUCTOR-Salary:
$900.00-1,600.00 per month

Contact: ADVANCE MARINE SAIPAN,
INC. dba AMS Tel. 323-4987(3/
16)M25684

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary: $3.50 per
hour

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER
(BUILDING)-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: TRAP PLANNING INC. dba
Use Us Rental Tel. 235-2060(3/
16)M25686

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $5.00-7.00
per month

Contact: PACIFIC SECURITY ALARM,
INC. Tel. 234-5626(3/16)M25687

01 COOK-8alary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: AMERICAN K & W CORP. dba
Happiness Restaurant Tel. 235-9468(3/
16)M25688

01 INSTRUCTOR (SCUBA DIVING)
SPORT-Salary: $1,100.00 per month
Contact: COMMONWEALTH MARINE
LEISURE CORPORATION dba Marine
Sport & Leisure/Mr. Takeuchi Tel. 234-
9167(3/16)M25689

CLASSIFIED
ADS FIRST

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $3.25 per hour

Contact: ELIZABETH M. MENDIOLA
dba FPJ Enterprises Tel. 234-7246(3/
16)M25691

03 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: DUK SOO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (3/9)yM25622

03 SYSTEM ADMINISTRATOR (ANA-
LYST)-Salary:$32,100-48.100 per an-
num

Contact: MICRONESIAN TELECOM-
MUNICATIONS CORPORATION dba
Telecommunications (3/10)25529

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER
(BUILDING)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: ELIZABETH M. MENDIOLA-

dba FPJ Enterprises Tel. 234-7246(3/
23)M25780

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP-
MENT, INC. dba Saipan Grand Hotel
Tel. 234-6601(3/23)M71116

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: DINGSON CORPORATION
dba Beauty and Barber Shop Tel. 234-
1588(3/23)M25769

01 INSURANCE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00 per month

Contact: SAIPAN INVESTMENT DEV'T.
CO., INC. dba Hafa Adai Insurance Tel.
322-5595(3/23)M25771

03 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.35 per
hour

01 PURCHASING MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,800.00 per month

Contact: TRANSAMERICA CORPORA-
TION Tel. 234-1629 F701060

03 COOKS-Salary:$3.05-4:00 per hour
Contact: MARIANAS FAST FOOD, INC.
dba KFC F71059

01 SALES ENGINEER-Salary:$6.00
per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,350.00
per month

Contact: JWS AIR CONDITIONING &
REFRIGERATION Tel. 235-5572
F71062 :

03 FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR, PILOT-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00-2,800.00 per month
Contact: PACIFIC ISLAND AVIATION
F71063

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary:$5.95-6.25 per hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$5.95-6.25 per hour

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE (RE-
PAIR)-Salary:$3.25-3.50 per hour

01 STEVEDORE 2-Salary:$3.05-3.25
per hour

Contact: SAIPAN STEVEDORE COM-
PANY, INC. Tel. 322-9240 F71069

01 COMPUTER OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$4.00 per hour

Contact: KANG CORPORATION dba
Kang Auto Supply Tel. 288-9366(3/
23)M25783

02 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per hour
01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.50 per
hour

Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENTER-
PRISES, INC. Tel. 233-3990(3/
23)M25773

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: BERNARD OSBORNE dba
Hosoya Enterprises Tel. 288-1241(3/
23)M25774

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: H & H ENTERPRISES dba
Thai House Rest. Tel. 235-8424(3/
23)M25775

01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: G.C.G. & COMPANY, INC. Tel.
288-7166(3/23)M25776

01 TRAVEL SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$2,160.00 per month

Contact: HIT TOURS SAIPAN INC. Tel.
234-1814(3/23)M25777

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.00-4.75
per hour

Contact: ALLIED MARINE SURVEY-
ORS, LTD. Tel. 234-9511(3/23)M25778

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JESSIE A. ARIZALA dba Sys-
tems Services Co. Tel. 234-5334(3/
23)M25781 :

01 SCUBADIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00-1,500.00 per month
Contact: PAN PACIFIC TOURS, INC.
dba Saipan International Diving School
Tel. 322-1277(3/23)M71105

01 COMPUTER OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: COMMONWEALTH MARINE
LEISURE CORPORATION dba Marine
Sport & Leisure (3/23)M25782

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,500.00 per month

Contact: ORE, INC. dba Pleasure
World/RNV ASIA Tel. 234-3207(3/
23)M25785

01 OPERATION ASSISTANT (SHIP-
PING CLERK)-Salary:$3.20-4.00 per
hour

Contact: SAIPAN SHIPPING COM-
PANY, INC. Tel. 322-9706(3/23)M25784

01 OPERATION ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:53.20-4.00 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN SHIPPING COM-
PANY, INC. Tel. 322-9706(3/23)M25784

]

R

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-3.75 per
hour

Contact: NIIZEK! INTERNATIONAL
SAIPAN CO., LTD. dba Discotheque Tel.
234-5050(3/23)M71124

01 INSTRUCTOR, DIVING-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00 per month

Contact: BIANCA INTERNATIONAL
INC. dba Bianca Hotel & Diving Tel. 235-
4510(3/30)M25857

04 SALES CLERK-Salary:33.05 per
hour

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.50 per
hour

Contact: EL MUNDO INC. dba Esprit
Tel. 322-5636(3/30)M71274

02 COMMERCIAL CLEANERS-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN HONEY CORPORA-
TION Tel. 233-3361(3/30)M25865

01 BEAUTICIAN-Satary:$3.05 per hour
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SAPPHIRE ENTERPRISES,
INC. dba Salyn's Beauty Shop Tel. 234-
9869(3/30)M25864

01 REFRIGERATION &
AIRCONDITION TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.30 per hour

Contact: MIN ENTERPRISES, INC. Tel.
234-3300(3/30)M25862

HOUSE FOR RENT

* 3 Bedroom Fully Furnished ¢
* Security Fence *
+ $1,000 per month ¢
* Aircondition on all bedrooms
including Living & Dining «
Please Call: 235-6724 or 287-5555

EXECUTIVE HOUSE
FOR RENT
CENTRALLY LOCATED IN GARAPAN

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Fully Furnished,
Private Entrance, Gated Yard, Storage
Rooms, Good Water, P
Coverage Garage, Nice Landscaped
Vord w/Fruit Trees

For muzrae5 i;’\fo. Please contact James @
-6030; 8:00am-5:00
mNy f"llave mp:'sg;:mys
2361374 - Beeper

WANTED | [, A Varams
s | ernational Resources
1 Salesman & is Recruiting Workers from Thailand
1 Aircon Mechanic Please call:
Please Call 233-8811 234-5765 + 287-2842

|

DISPOSAL SALE

SAN ANTONIO, NEAR BEACH

'am looking for
Temporary

AREA: 1004 SQM.
Work St d
House Worker P

Conc. Structure

Ground Floor

2 Room Flat 7 Unit

Built 490 Sqm.

Call: 322-6363, 235-0235

If interested please
contact: 234-7497

EMPLOYMENT

-~ _ACCOUNTS = .

RECEIVABLE CLERK
Computer Experience Helpful
Local Hire Only

Call 235-4771

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT
ar SAIPAN GOLD BEACH HOTEL

FOR RESTAURANT, GIFT SHOP, AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL TO TERRY H. KIM
TEL. 235-5501-4 FAX: 235-5510

RKC DISTRIBUTORS-oﬁering name-brand products for
home and office.

* Experience DVD! The latest video technology starting at $499.95

* Computer systems starting at $1,599.95

* GE TV 19" remote, $219.95

* Panasonic VCR 2hd, remote, $179.96

* Brother laser printer/copier $229.95

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!!!

CALL NOW TO ORDER (671) 632-3222.

5,000 sqm (1,000 sqm. ea.
available for homesite)
San Vicente Hill Area.
Call: (Mr. Lee) 235-3207
Beeper:236-5168

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Studio Type $350.00-5400.00 per
month, utilities not included, quiet.
single or couple only, immediate
move-in, in Koblerville

Tel. 234-1288 (Day); 288-2222 (Evening)

FOR SALE “RUSH”

* 1994 Chevrolet (15 passengers, 32,000 miles ............. $9,000.00
* 1994 Asia Bus (5 units available) 45 passengers........... $20,000.00

* 1995 Asia Bus (45 passengers)................ $25,000.00
* 1990 Mitsubishi Rosa (25 passengers) $4,000.00
* 1992 Asia Bus (35 passengers) .......o.oooooeovooroo $12,000.00
* 1993 Asia Bus (45 passengers) ............ooonroo. $15,000.00
* 1988 Chevrolet (15 passenger) ..., $3,500.00

Please contact: Park Dae Kyu at 234-2340

_APARTMENT FOR RENT

Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms » Swimming Pool Tennis Court

'KANNAT GARDENS

-~ (Near Northem Marlcnas College). -,

235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Weekdays) 235-5849 (6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Everyday)
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

My FINANCIAL SITUATIOD 1S
PRESEVTLY DEPERDENT ON MY
FOREIGN CURRENCY PROBUEMS

- o
< L

Gaféicelld ® by Jim

EVER® TIME 1 LOOK AT «0U,
YOL'RE EITHER EATING OR
SLEEPING

WRICH FOREIGN

I'D BE HAPPY TO
CHOOSE ONE AND
STICK WITH 1T

IT's ANOTHER COLD DAY AT

GENERAL WASHINGETON A
PIECE OF FIRECAKE..

wowawe 1Nt 1Dy CN

HE SAY5 TO ME,
VALLEY FORGE. I'VE BAKED | |“WHERE'S THE 6RAPE
JELLY?" T TELL HIM

WE HAVEN'T HAD 6RAPE
JELLY FOR 5IX WEEKS..

THEN HE 5AY5,"CAN'T

SOMEONE 60 OVER

TO THE MALL,AND
6ET SOME?”

IT WAS T0O
HARD TO EXPLAIN

Ju} "e1BApUAS BIMNIEBS PALUN 661 O

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

MONDAY, March 16, 1998
By Stella Wilder

BORN todav. vou are  creative
and driven individual. but you
never put your professionad needs
ahead ofanyvissues thatattectyou
at home. Your tumily Tife is the
maost important thing o you and
towers above such concerns as
career opportunity., sociul accep-
tance und personal gain. Indeed,
there are times in which your fam-
ilv is more important to you than
voursell: vou also have been
known to sacrifice a greatdeal for
complete strangers. working tire-
lesshv to improve the quality of
life for evervone.

You huve a vivid sense of hu-
mor, but vou also know how 1o
tke things gquite sernousty. You
have w knack for bemg where
unportant things are happening,
eventhough vou may notbe play-
ing a central role. You can learn
much through observation. and
vou're always willing to share
vour opinions with others.

Also born on this date are:
jernardo Bertolucecl, divector:
Jerry Lewis, actor and comedian:
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, U.S.
semitor; Pat Nixon, ULS. firstlady.

To see what is in store for you
morrow, find vour birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph,
et vour birthday star be your
duily guide.

TUESDAY, MARCH 17

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
- What is foremost in your mind
today may not he the mostimpor-

tant issue o you at this time. You
may huve to rearrange priorities.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— Control may prove a pivotal
issue throughout the day. You are
advised 1o take a more subtle ap-
proach than usual when asserting
yourself.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— You may discover that you can
be more successful today doing
things in adifferent order —even
backwards! Experiment, but get
the job done.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— Your focus must remain on the
thingsthatdemand attention from
the outset. You cannotallow your-
self to be distracted by something
more fun.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
- You may be waiting for a tum
of events today that promises 10
change your attitude about things
in some way. Be patient, ready to
adjust.

LEO (July23-Aug.22)—You
can get a great deal done today
with only the most basic of tools.
Imagination and creativity can
serve you well at all times.

VIRGO (Aug.23-Sept. 22) —
You are going to have to use care
in organizing your time today —
and extra care inorganizing some-
one else’s. You cannot afford an
Crror.,

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
Yourmind is likely to be fired-up
by an accident that actually takes
on the form of something fortu-
nate and desired. You are lucky

today!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— You may have trouble com-
municating with other Scorpios
today. You can, however, trust a
Cancer native to sort things out
for you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — You may discover
today that you’ve been tricked
more than once in the past by
someone who doesn’t know
you've been so deeply affected.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — You may not realize just
how large arole chance is playing
in your affairs right now. Never-
theless, you must proceed as if
you were in charge.

AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb. 18)
— You are playing the waiting
game today, but you may not know
just what you're waiting for, or
why. Let your instincts dictate
your next move.

Copyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

END Your Birthday 03-16-98

ACROSS 42 Hesitation .
syllable .
1 Bottle 43 It);lian CITY Answer to Previous Puzzle
6 Dinner 45 Absorbed
course 46 Drunkard CIA|PHRR! | |G|H| THEHIE R
11 Quarterback, 48 r\Cﬂhairs O|INIE EINIDIU|EROIR|O
for one 50 Mauna — AIR|N[E|DD|RIOWIS|Y
12 Type of stick 51 Mental W UIFIOlS R
14 Aricle image
15 Give 53 Johnson and W{O|N|TBRNIOIMEBERG|N[A W
someone — Ameche HIO!! S|EIPJA|R|A|B|LIE
oo S hers EMBOIP|SETIOININLIN
17 Dad 59 Corre. AlP|P|RIALL|S|E[DJMGIOD
18 Here (Fr.) 6 sL[J)ogdence TIH{AIN All (R PITITIT
20 Willow 1 “Under —"
23 DC VIP 62 “Take it or — lOL S'}‘E;E\L -
24 Shade of it” UIN[![T]EID
blue VIEITERG|E[S|TIERYIE|A
26 Experiment DOWN WEISHES LIAIYISEMEIRIR
2 st‘;‘gggy”’ 1 Type of 2-2© 1998 United Fealure Syndicale
31 Disney World dance . . .
site 2 Q-T linkup disgust 13 “Dr. lenn,
33 Devastate 3 “Bornin the 8 Brim Medlcm't'a
35 “Lohengrin” —" 9 Ms. Gardner, Woman" star
herolNE 4 Mr. Saarinen et al. 16 Actor Robert
36 Actor Yul — 5 Confide 10 Rely De—
39 Positive 6 Spielberg ID 11 “Growing 19 Elephant's
words 7 Word of —" tusk
21 Country of
1 P 3 5 6 7 8 9 10 Eu.'qpe
22 Revive
1 12 1 25 Juvenile
27 — beam
14 15 1 17 30 Yearns
32 Pertaining to
the nose
*° 1 ' : 34 Hawaiian
goose
“ 36 Sink
37 — Scholar
* ! 38 “Hit the —,
Jack .."
40 Poem
- 41 Step
44 Coral reef
47 Actress
a2 i Halcher
49 Dagger
% 52 "— Maria"
54 Depot (abbr.)
5 & 55 57 Aclor — —
Marshall
56 & 58 Compass
point
‘ 60 “Mad —"

STUMPED:

Cali for Answers » Touch- tone or Rotary Phones
g5¢ per minute ® 1-900-454-3535 ext. code 500

RidSpet.

WIFRUZZIER,

I CAN'T BEAR A BRAGGART.
THIS PUZZLE SHOULD MAKE
THE PAIN GO AWAY. FILLIN

THE DEFINITIONS, THEN WRITE
THE LETTERS IN THE PUZZLE'S
MATCHING NUMBERED BLANKS.

by Dick Rogers
\W

A. STICK FOR HITTING BALLS. S Shrah T
B. OPPOSITECOFOLD., .

5 & 7
C. CLOCKS SOUND. . ., TOCK,

10 {1 12 13

D. OPPOSITEOFRME, ___ ___

3 4 2
E. OPPOSITE OFNO. ___

14 16

PEOPLE WHO GO ON EGO TRIPS SHOULD DO THIS...

12 3 4 5 6 7 89 101121314 15 16

© 1998 Uniod Foature Syndicate, Inc 1A

DickADygen

‘SLIHOIL AVM-INO ANG SNV

- HELD OVER! TONIGHT AT 7:00PM!

Mon/Tue/Wed/Thu 7:00 e Fri 4:00-8:00 e Sat/Sun 12:00-4:00-8:00
- ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE! (burING BOXOFFICE HOURS)
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Hingis to

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. (AP) —
Asa6-year-old,she broke afingeron
her right hand, so she played left-
handed in a tournament against girls
three years older. And won.

Little wonder that 11 years later,
Martina Hingis is top-ranked player
in the world.

“She’sby farNo. 1,” Lindsay Dav-
enport said after Hingis beat her 6-3,
6-4 Saturday to win the State Farm
Evert Cup. “She just is so dominant,
she really is. “‘As long as she is play-
ing as well as she is right now, she’s
going to stay there for a while.”

Davenport speaks with authority;
she’s ranked second in the world.

Afterrain delayed the start of their
final for two hours, Hingis breezed
through the No. | vs. No. 2 matchup.

Ononepoint, Hingis sprinted farto
herleft, switching the racket from her
right hand to her left and drilled the
ball crosscourt to keep the rally  go-
ing.

“When [ was around six, I won a
tournament for 9s (year olds),” she
said. ““I had a broken finger and
couldn’t play with my right hand.”

She did not win that finai left-
handed, however.

“That girl (the other finalist) was
just very scared of playing me be-
cause she was afraid I would beat her
left-handed,” Hingis explained. “So
after two weeks I was ready to play
with my right hand: I beat her.”

Asked what compelled her to play
left-handed, Hingis said,“‘Twouldn’t

have been able to play. It was just so-

I could keep playing.”

In the Newsweek Champions Cup
running concurrently at the Hyatt
Grand Champions Resort, Greg
Rusedski, the “‘big boomer” on the
men’s tour, overwhelmed Thomas
Muster with [ aces — one clocked
at a record 149 mph — to win their
semifinal 7-6 (7-5), 6-1.

After another two-hour rain delay,
Marcelo Rios ended the surprising
run of Jan-Michael Gambill, playing
in his first ATP Tour semifinal, 7-6
(6-3), 6-3. The rain  began with the
score tied 6-6 in the first set. When
play resumed, Gambill won the first
pointin the tiebreaker, then Rios took
charge by winningsix straightpoints.

Martina Hingis of Switzerland tosses her
her final match against Lindsey Davenport at the Evert Cup Saturday

ey St

s Daven

trophy in the air after winning

in Indian Wells, Calif. Hingis won the match 6-3, 56-4. Ap

P

ort

Gambill had reached the semifi-
nals by upsetting Mark Philippoussis,
Francisco Clavet, Jim Courier and
Andre Agassi.

In the Evert Cup final, Hingis dic-
tated play, hammering groundstrokes
that sent Davenport scurrying from
sideline to sideline.

Hingis wonthe AustralianOpenin
January and has lost just twice this
year, to Venus Williams in Sydney
and DavenportinJapan. Sheavenged
both those in the Evert defeating
Williams in the semifinals,

Hingis, playing .in her first Evert
Cup, breezed through the tourna-
ment without losing a set. The title
was the 16th career championship
for the 17-year-old Swissstar, who
came within one title — the French
Open —of winning the Grand Slam

last year.

The 6-foot-4 Rusedski, a left-
hander who was born in and lives in
London, hit a serve clocked at 146
mph in his quarterfinal victory over
Thomas Enqvist. That had bettered
his 143-mph mark set at the U.S.

Open last year.

Bulls . ..

Continued from page 32

Rockets 89, Kings 86

InHouston, Mario Elie’s 3-pointer
started Houston on a late 8-0 runand
Charles Barkley hit three free throws
in the final 15 seconds for Houston.

With the Rockets trailing 84-79
with 3:58 left, Elie's 3-pointer started
the run that put Houston ahead by
three points with three seconds left.

Hakeem Olajuwon led the Rock-
ets with 23 points and 11 rebounds,
while Mitch Richmond led the Kings
with 18 points.

Nuggets 92, Trail Blazers 82

In Denver, the Nuggets won con-
secutive games for the first time in
more than a year, beating Portland
behind Johnny Newman’s 33 points.

The DenverNuggets, whodefeated
Vancouvertwonightsearlierforonly
their sixth win of the season, made it
two in a row for the first time since
Feb. 2 and 5, 1997 — a span of 98
games.

Despite the win, the Nuggets (7-
58) remained on pace to eclipse the

worstrecord inNBA history, the 9-73
mark set25 years agoby the Philadel-
phia 76ers.

Denver’s winning percentage of

.108is justshy of Philadelphia’s.110.
76ers 93, Bucks 89

In Milwaukee, Joe Smith scored
27 points and Allen Iversonadded 20
as Philadelphia beat injury-riddled
Milwaukee.

Milwaukee, which has lost five
straight games and eight of its last
nine, was led by Ray Allen with 23
points and Elliot Perry with 21.

The Bucks, already without in-
jured starters Terrell Brandon and
GlennRobinson, lostforward Tyrone
Hill in the first period and reserve
center Andrew Lang in the second.

Hill, who was carried off the court
ona stretcher, fell to the court hard in
acollision with several players while
defending as Iverson drove to the
basket.

There was no report on his injury
buta clubspokesman said Hill, taken
to a hospital for an examination, had-
feeling in his arms and legs.

Lang injured his left knee and left
the game.

Green. ..

Continued from page 32

and hit some solid shots. And today I
hit even more solid shots.”

Green laughed when asked what
change he’d made on the practice
range. '

“Youdon'twanttoknow, " he said.
“I have so many little differences in
my swing that it is tough to explain.
And it would just mess anyone else
up.”

Albus highlighted his round with
an eagle at the par-5, 492-yard 15th
hole.

“I'hit a 3-wood about six feet past
the hole at 15 and then made the
putt,” Albus said. “1 feel good about
the way I played, especially the way
I putted.”

The 57-yearold Albuswas winless
in 1996 and 1997 with only six top-

10 finishes over the two-year span.

He fractured right ankle in May
1997, that slowed him down until he
got his first win in more than two
years, last monthin the GTE Classic.

“Evenwhen I felt good last year, |

A

Marcus Moss of Labelle, Fla., is thrown head-first off his horse during the saddle bronc riding competition

Saturday in Arcadia, Fla., on the second day of the All Florida Rodeo Championships. The rodeo concludes

Sunday afternoon. ap

didn’t play well,” Albus said. “I
know my confidence suffered.

You hit enough bad shots for so
long and you hurt physically ... you
really question yourself. Fortunately,
that is behind me.”

BobMurphy, the defending cham-
pion, carded a 72. His two-day total
left him 14 shots behind the leader.

Butch Baird sank a 12-foot
birdie putt at the 18th hole to
capture the Mastercard Champi-

onship with a two-day 4-under par
total of 138.

Bairdedged WalterZembriskiand
Jimmy Powell by a single shot.

The Mastercard Championship
is a tournament within the tour-
nament limited to Senior PGA
performers age 60 and older.

“I thought [ left that 12-footer
short,” said Baird, 61. “Now I get
to go home with some wonderful
memories of Newport Beach CC.”

Mullings . . .

Continued from page 32

N.C., landed a solid right uppercut
that snapped Ciarlante’s head back
early inthefirstround, setting the tone
for what was to come.

- By the second, Ciarlante had red
weltson hischeekand forehead. By
the fifth, he was bleeding from cuts
under hislefteye, hisrighteye and his
forehead, in addition to the broken
Tose.

Yet when the fight was stopped,
Ciarlante was leading 49-460n judge
BarbaraPerez's card and was tied 48-
48 onthatof Sergio Silvi, Judge John
Keanchadit49-47 for Mullings. The
AP had 1t 50-45 for Mullings.

“What’s new? What's new?”
Mullingssneered whenhe heardthat.

“T went through hell 10 get here.
They can’t take my title from me,”
said Mullings, who eammed $325,000
in the title defense.

Mullings weighed 154 pounds, the
class limit, to Ciarlante 153 3/4.

In the co-feature, IBF junior wel-
terweight champion Vince Phillips
knocked out Alfonso “Poncho’
Sanchezin the first round of a sched-
uled 12-rounder.

Phillips (39-3), of Las Vegas,
grazed Sanchez with a right and then
landed a thudding left to his iemple,
dropping himat 2:30of the round. He
eamed $265,000.

Sanchez, of San Pedro, Mexico,
dropped to 18-2,

Hamilton . ..

Continued from page 32

Hamilton, 39, recently
battled testicular cancer. He
returned to the tour in late
November and made his 50th
appearance at the Garden on
Saturday night.

“It’s been kind of a real
rough year for me,” Hamilton
said. “One goal I had is to do
the entire tour and the show
that means the most to me is
this show.

“You've just turned it all
around,” added Hamilton, who
had been considering retire-

ment after this season. “I'm
going to tour next year flor
sure.”

He joined the likes of
Muhammad Ali, Jesse Owens,
Wayne Gretzky, Michael Jor-
dan, Martina Navratilova and
Billy Joel in the Walk of
Fame.

Hamilton was given a plaque
and, after sharing hugs with
the rest of the cast — includ-
ing Olympic champions Kristi
Yamaguchi, Jayne Torvill and
Christopher Dean and
Ekaterina Gordeeva — he took
a lap around the Garden ice,
displaying the plaque to t}
cheering crowd.

—




SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Michuel
Jordan scored 30 points, including
seven in the last four minutes, as the
Chicago Bulls defeated the San An-
tonio Spurs 96-86 Saturday night.

ToniKukoc added?21 pointsforthe
Bulls, who rebounded nicely after a
surprising overtime loss to the lowly
Dallas Mavericks on Thursday.

The Bulls entered the final period
leading 68-59 and held the Spurs in
check despite nine points by David
Robinson.

Jordan hit one of two free throws
with 4:05 left, then followed up with
six more points down the stretch to
keep the Bulls in control.

Robinson led the Spurs with 35
points.

Nets 108, Mavericks 93

InDallas, Kerry Kittles scored five
of his 20 points during a decisive 10-
0 fourth-quarter run and New Jersey
snapped its season-high seven-game
losing streak.

Chris Gatling had 24 points and
Sam Cassell added 17 points and 10
assists as the Nets avoided theirlong-
est losmg streak since the 1991-92

| Beach Country Club.

Cleve/and Cavaliers forward Shawn Kemp (4) tries to get past New
York Knicks forward Charles Oakley (34) during the first quarter

Saturda y in C/eveland AP

Green leads by one strok
at Toshiba Seniors Classic

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif. (AP) — Hubert Green — winless since
the 1985 PGA Championship—shota5-under par 66totake aone-stroke
‘1 lead Saturday after two rounds at the Toshiba Senior PGA Classic.

i Green stood 9-under at 133 with 18 holes remaining at the Newport

4 Jim Albus, the leading candidate for the Senior Tour’s Comeback
4 Player of the Year award, shot a 65 to move into second place Mike

] McCulloughhada70fora36-holetotal of 1 36 and sole possessionof third

i1 place.

E ] Eight players were tied at 5-under.

S haven't played golf like I want to since the 80’s,” said the 51-year-
"+ old Green. "It just hasn’t been much fun. I've been working very hard

' onmy game, too.”

Green had seven birdies to go with twobogeys. He chipped in from off

* thegreenonthe [ 4thand 15thholesforbirdies,and finished hisround with ;-

a 5-foot birdie putt on the 18th.

“Up until yesterday, L hadn’t been hitting real solid shots,” Green said.
“But] made an adjustment on the practice range before yesterday'sround

Continued on page 31

Hamilton inducted
to Walk of Fame

NEW YORK (AP) — Scott
Hamilton became the first
figure skater inducted into
the Madison Square Garden
Walk of Fame on Saturday
night.

Hamilton, the 1984 Olym-
pic gold medalist and one of
the most popular skaters
ever, joined 45 inductees

ored at the end of the Dis-
cover Stars On Ice perfor-
mance, and was taken com-
pletely by surprise.

“I am totally at a loss,”
Hamilton said. “This sheet
of ice has given me so many
incredible moments, and this
is another. To see a show 1
started 12 years ago be filled
to the rafters is the best.”

ulls thump Spurs

season.

The Nets trailed 86-85 with 5:44 10
play when Kittles hit a 20-footer (6-
metershot) to put New Jersey in front
for good.

Kittles sank two free throws with
4:52 remaining, then Gatling added a
three-point play with 4:26 remaining
toboost the Nets’ advantage to92-86.

Cavaliers 88, Knicks 85, OT

In Cleveland, Shawn Kemp broke
out of ascoring slump with 22 points
and Zydiunas llgauskas added 18 for
Cleveland.

Brevin Knight made two free
throws with 14.9 seconds left in the
extraperiodtoputthe Cavaliersahead
by three points.

Derek Anderson then stole an
inbounds pass, was fouled and made
one of two from the line for the Cavs.

Charles Oakley and Allan Hous-
tonhad 18pointsapiecefortheKnicks.

Wizards 83, Hornets 80

In Charlotte, North Carolina, the
Washington Wizards halted
Charlottesclub-record 10-game win-
ning streak, getting a runner in the
lane from Chris Webber with 13

seconds left for the win.

Webber finished with 22 points
and 11 rebounds and the Wizards
overcame anearly six-minutestretch
without a field goal in the fourth
quartertowin forthe third time infour
games.

Charlotte’s offense bogged down
after Anthony Mason left with an
ankleinjury late inthe second quarter.

The Homets shot 50 percent in the
first half but 33 percent the rest of the
way, losing for the firsttime in seven
home games.

SuperSonics 114,
Timberwolves 80

In Seattle, Sam Perkins scored 18
points as Seattle rolled to an easy win
over Minnesota.

The Wolves, the second-highest
scoring team in the league behind the
Los Angeles Lakers, are 0-11 when
held under 90 points.

The Sonics forced the Wolves into
21 tumoversand converted theminto
29 points. Gary Paytonhad 13
points, 14 assists and five steals for
Seattle.

Continued on page 31

Mullings retains WBC title

By John Curran
ATLANTIC CITY, NJ. (AP)
—WBCsuperwelterweight cham-
pionKeith Mullings, who shocked
Terry Norris last December to win
the title, retained it Saturday witha
workmanlike five-round victory
over unbeaten No. 1 contender
David Ciarlante.

Using a punishing left jab,
Mullings(16-4-1)brokeCiarlante’s

nose andopened cutsalloverhisface,
leaving it as red as his gloves. After
the fifth of a scheduled 12 rounds,
ringside physician Dr. Howard Tay-
lor called ahalt because of the broken
nose.

“T knew 1 had to take him out. I
don’t know if I have an evil karma
around me, but I cannot rely on
scorecards,” said Mullings, who lost
a 12-round split decision to Raul

Marquez in September in a fight
many people thought he’d won.
Ciarlante (23-1), of Palestrina,
Ttaly, foughtan active fightand was
throwing more punches than
Mullingsinthelaterrounds. Itdidn’t
matter. The ones that counted were
all Mullings’.
Mullings, a Brooklyn, N.Y., na-
tive who fights outof Fayetteville,
Continued on page 31

Chal/enger Davide Ciarlante, left, from Italy and WBC super we/terwerght cham/on Keith Mull/ngs r/ght

from the fields of sports and
entertainment. He was hon-

from Brooklyn, N.Y., exchange punches during the first round of their championship fight at the Ti
Mahal Casino Resort in Atlantic C/ty, N.J., Sa?urday AP P P ight at the Trump 72|

Continued on page,31
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