





EVOLUTION OF HAWAIIAN LAND
TENURES.

Read before the Hawailian Historical Society, December 5ith, 1892, by the
Hox. Sanrorp B, DoLE.

HEN the Hawaiian pilgrim fathers firstlanded on the lonely
W coagt of Hawaii from their long and exhausting ocean voyage

in their canoes decked with mats and rigged with mat sails,
it was for them a new departure in government and social and
industrial economy. Their past, with its myths of origin, its
legends of struggle and wanderings, its faiths and customs and
rites and ceremonies, its lessons of vietory and defeat, its successes
over nature, was still their present authority and paramount in-
fluence, as they feebly began a new social enterprise upon the
desolate yet grand and beautiful shores of their new inheritance.

Their past still held them through its venerable sai.ctions,
and yet they were free in the freedom of a new and unoccupied
land to add to its accumulations and to improve on its lessons.

We may imagine that the remnant of the freight of their
gtorm-worn canoes included a few household idols, a live pig or
two, some emaciated chickens, a surviving bread frnit plant,
kow and other seeds.

There were women as well as men in the company ; the
little children had succumbed to the hardships of the voyage
which was undertaken to escape the indignities and confiscations
incident to the status of a defeated party in tribal warfare,

These people, lean and half-famished, gladly and with fresh
courage took possession of their new world. As soon as they
recovered their strength they built a heiau’ and sacrificed to
their gods.

After a little exploration they settled in a deep valley

sheltered by steep cliffs and watered by an abundant stream
1 Heiau—temple.
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of clear water abounding in fish and shrimps. At the mouth of
the gorge was the sea where there were shellfish, crabs
and a variety of fish. Fruits of various kinds flourished
on the hillsides, some of which they were acquainted with, while
others were new to them. They found varieties of the kapa?
plant, and understanding the process of making its bark
into cloth, they restored their wardrobes which had for the most
part disappeared in the vicissitudes of the voyage. They also
discovered the taro® growing wild in mountain streams, which
they hailed as an old friend, feeling that now their satisfaetion
with their new home was complete. The cultivation of this
was begun at once as a field or dry land ecrop, as had been
. the practice in the home land, but as time went on and some
crops failed for want of rain, irrigation was used, until at
length, it may have been generations after, the present method
of cultivating the crop in permanent patches of standing
water became established. This result was greatly favored by
the abundance of running water which was a feature of the
country.

Children were born and grew up and intermarried, and
the colony grew and prospered. KExploring parties went out
from time to time and other watered valleys were found, and bays
and reefs rich in fishing resources. Ag the community began
to erowd the limited area of the valley which was their first
resting place, one and another of these newly discovered and
favored localities was settled, generally by a family consisting
of the parents and grown up boys and girls. And now and then
new companies of exiles from the southern islands found their
weary way over the ocean, bringing perhaps later customs and
adding new gods to the Hawaiian pantheon.

So Hawaii was gradually populated, and when its best local-
ities were occupied Maui began to be colonized, and then its
adjacent islands, until the whole group was stocked with people.

There may have been a few chiefs in the pioneer company
who largely dirvected the affairs of the colony, and whose des-
cendants furnished chiefs for the growing demands of
the branch colonies. Among the new arrivals also from the

2 Kapa—native cloth.
3 Taro—arum esculentum.
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outside world were occagional chiefs who were hogpitably wel-
comed and accredited as such and accorded corresponding
position and influence.

Tt is also probable that in the very early period when chiefs
were scarce the head men of some of the settlements which had
branched off from the parent colony acquired the rank of chiefs,
from the importance of their positions and the influence which
their authority over the lands of their respective settlements
naturally gave them. Such acquired rank descended to their
children, in some cases doubtless with an inecrease of dignity
due to marriages with women of chief rank ; and so some new
families of chiefs originating from the common people, or maka-
ainanas,* were established.

This early period of Hawaiian history for anumber of genera-
tions was a time of industrial enterprise and peaceful and pros-
perous growth. There was no occasion for fighting, for there
wag land and water enough for all and every one was busily
employed. It was the golden age of Hawaii. There were taboos®
indeed, but only religious ones. No chief was powerful enough
yet to proclaim taboos for political purposes, nor had the necessi- -
ties for political taboos yet arisen. The arts prospered ; the
Hawaiian canoe developed; the manufacture of kapa flourished
and made progress in the direction of variety of fabric and its
esthetic finish and decoration; royal garments of birds’ feathers
were manufactured; implements of stone and of wood for mecha-
nical and industrial work were invented and improved upon;
and great engineering enterpriges were undertaken, such as the
irrigating systems of Wahiawa, Kapaa and Kilauea on the island
of Kauai, and great sea walls enclosing bays and reefs for fish-
pondeg, such as the one at Huleia, on Kauai, and at many other
places all over the islands. The antiquity of some of these is
so great that even tradition fails to account for their origin, as in
the case of the parallel irrigating ditches at Kilauea, on Kauai,
the digging of which is attributed by the Hawaiians to the fabled
moo, or dragon, and the deep water fish-pond wall at the Huleia
river on Kauai, which is supposed to have been built by the

Menehunes,—the fabled race of dwarfs, distinguished for cunning

4 Makaainanas—Common people.
5 Taboo—repressive enactment.
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industry and mechanical and engineering skill and intelligence.
In reality they were the pioneers of the Hawaiian race who
took complete industrial and peaceful possession of the country,
and this early period is digtinetly the age of the Menchunes, or
skillful workers. )

Principles of land tenure developed slowly through this
period, probably from some form of the patriarchal system
into a system of tribal or communal ownerghip. There was
land enough for everyone, and holdings at first were based upon
possession and use.

As in the irrigating customs of the Hawaiians—where
there was an abundance of water, every taro grower used it
freely and at all times according to his own convenience, and
there were no regulations, but in those localities where the
water supply was limited strict rules for its distribution grew
up—so when the land was not all occupied, there was freedom
in its use, it being easier to locate new holdings than to quarrel
about old ones.

But as land irrigation developed, requiring permanent and
costly improvements in the way of irrigating ditches and the
building of terraces on the valley slopes for the foundation of
taro patches, such improved localities acquired a special value,
and the more real sense of ownership in land, which is based
upon an investment of labor in the soil beyond the amount
required for the cultivation of a crop, began. A quality of this
ownership was necessarily permanence, because of the perman-
ence of the improvements which created it.

Another element of tenure aroge ag the population increased
and the best lands became occupied; the inereasing demand
gave them a market value—so to speak, which gave rise to dis-
putes over boundaries. Although such feuds, gometimes attended
with personal violence, favored the development of the later
feudalism of the Hawaiians, yet the early period, containing
many of the features of tribal government and land tenure
common to the Samoans, Fijians, and Maories of New Zealand,
probably lasted for a long time, with a gradual development of
the principle of ownership in land and descent from parent to






