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RP Senate gri

MANILA, Philippines (AP) —
In a hearing broadeast on nation-
wide television. Philippine sena-

tors Monday grilled the widow of

dictator Ferdinand Marcos on her
published claims that her husband
virtually owned much of the Phil-
ippines, but she dodged mostques-
tons. ]

Mrso Marcos said her lawvers
advised her 1o keep silent to pre-
vent jeopardizing her chances in
hundreds of pending court cases
the government has filed to re-
trieve the Marcoses™ alleged ille-
aally obtained wealth.

Dressed elegantly in orange and
wearing pearl and gold jewelry,

Imelda Marcos

Mrs. Marcos. 69, said her husband
was not a thiet” and amassed his
fortune through gold trading. She

declined to give other details.

The senate hearing was broad-
castlive by a cable television com-
pany, allowing many Filipinos to
see for the first time Mrs. Marcos
being grilled about her family’s
wealth.

The Philippine Daily Inquirer,
one of the country ‘s leading news-
papers, early this month ran a
series of articles in which Mrs.
Marcos was quoted as having said
her family owns much of the Phil-
ippines.

“Wepractically owneverything
in the Philippines.” Mrs. Marcos
was quoted as saying by the In-
quirer.
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Is Imelda

Mrs. Marcos and her lawyers
reportedly are planning tosuc totry
1o recover at least $12.65 billion in
equity in more than 100 top Philip-
pine corporations that were alleg-
edly entrusted by Marcos to his
associates, who now refuse to re-
turn them to Marcos’ heirs.

In the hearing, Mrs. Marcos said
sheagreed toappearinthe senate to
seek the lawmakers” help in recov-
ering her husband’s assets now in
the hands of trustees, suggesting
the late president had wanted these
turned over to the government for
the benefit of all Filipinos.

Mrs. Marcos refused to identify
the corporations and assets or the
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trustees used by her husband as
fronts.

“With the privilege she often in-
voked, we don’treally get the clear
picture,” said Senate President
Marcelo Fernan.

Mrs. Marcos acknowledged pro-
viding information about her late
husband’s fortune to Inquirer re-
porter Christine Herrera but said
she has not authorized these to be
published. She added she was not
aware the reporter recorded their
conversation. '

Inaninitial hearing by the sena-
tors Friday, Herrera gave copies
of her taped interviews with Mrs.
Marcos to the lawmakers.

Ms. Herrera also showed atran-
script of her interview with Mrs.
Marcos in which the former first
lady said that a senior member of
the President Joseph Estrada’s
Cabinet, Executlive Scerctary
Ronaldo Zamora, held shares for
the Marcos family in Security
Bank, whichhasbeen sequestered
by the government.

Zamora and Mrs. Marcos, how-
ever, both denied the claim.

The government has accused
the Marcoses of illegally enrich-
ing themselves during his 20-year
rule,

But Mrs. Marcos claims her
husband was already a wealthy
lawyerevenbefore he wasclected
presidentin 1965 by having traded
eold and sccretly helped raise
money for the Philippine govern-
ment.

The government has put claims
on Marcos’ wealth, including
about $370 million in Swiss de-
posits now held in an escrow ac-
count in a Philippine bank.

The Swiss accounts are also
being claimed by 9,539 Filipinos
who won a class action suit for
human rights violations against
the Marcos estate and were
awarded $2 billion in damages.

Marcos was ousted ina popular
revoltin 1986 and died inexile in
Hawaii three years later, He had
denied any wrongdoing.
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Marshalls adopt strict

By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MAJURO - Saying that Marshall
Islanders should be treated no dif-
ferently thanthe U.S. government
is treating its own citizens, the
Majuro-based Nuclear Claims
Tribunal Monday adopted strin-
gent U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency radiation safety stan-
dards for cleanup of nuclear test-
affected sites in the the islands.

Claimants from Encwetak
Atoll, site of 43 American nuclear
tests, led the push for adoption of
the strict 15 millirem EPA radia-
tion limits, and said the Tribunal
ruling will benefit all Marshall
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Islanders whose lands were con-
taminated by nuclear testing.

The Tribunal used an Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
principle to underpin its decision
to adopt the U.S. standard.

The TAEA guideline says that
standards used for protecting
populations outside of national
borders should be at least as strin-
gent as those for the population
within the country of release, the
three member Tribunal said inits
decision.

The ruling — which was
reached following two days of
hearings in which American sci-
entists debated radiation safety

with

QY

issues — sets the stage for deter-
mining the huge compensation
awards that will be required to
return islands contaminated by
the 67 U.S. nuclear tests to a us-
able condition.

Hearings on multi-million dol-
lar claims filed by Enewetak, Bi-
kini und other northern atolls will
resume in February.

The Tribunal is an independent
agency established to provide
compensation to Marshall Island-
ers for personal injuries and land
damage fromthe U.S. nucleartest
program. The U.S. is providing
the Tribunal with $45 million.

U.S. Department of Energy sci-

entists had strongly urged the Tri-
bunal not to adopt the U.S. EPA’s
standard, arguing that spending
millions of dollars to reach this
safety limit could be “nonsense”
in terms of the actual health ben-
efit to the population.

*“The cost to reduce the dose to
15 millirems would be enormous,
and would provide essentially no
increased benefit to the health of
the population,” said Dr, William
Robison, a Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory scientist who
has worked at Bikini and
Enewetak since the 1970s.

But the ruling was hailed by

Enewetak attorney Davor Pevec,

lan

Plus StayWell offers:
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EPA standards

who said the decision was “excit-
ing news” for Enewetak and all
islands needing remedial cleanup
work to make them safe for habi-
tation.

The US EPA standard requires
thatexposure to man-made radia-
tion be limited to 15 millirem per
year, a standard that the EPA is
implementing in cleanups at
nuclear facilities in Hanford,
Washington and elsewhere.

The financial impact of this
strict safety guideline on the
Tribunal’s compensation awards
for land claims in the Marshall
Islands will not be known until

Continued on page 26
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American Samoa’s phone [p=rr=—gg Elsewhere in the Pacific

system goes underground

PAGOPAGO (Pacnews) —
American Samoa’s telecommu-
nications system is finally going
underground.

For the past several months.
crews have been digging trenches
along the main road between
downtown Fagatogo and Tafuna
where the government s maintele-
phone exchange facilities are lo-
cated.

Sevenmiles of standard copper
and fibre optic cables are being
laid in the renches and these will
be able to sustain and recover
quickly from a major hurricane.

Along with the underground
cables,the American Samoa Tele-
communications  Authority
(ASTCA) is also upgrading its

main gateway switching system,
which among other things, will
reduce the long distance connec-
tion time from the current 15 to 20
seconds to two to three seconds.

It will also provide voice mail
options and direct long distance
dialing toall customers, especially
those who may want better and
improved access to the Internet.

A common complaint from
Internet customers is that getting
on the Intemnet is a very difficult
and lengthy process.

Theupgrades will bring the semi-
independent telecommunications
authority into compliance with a
Federal Communications Commis-
ston regulation to separate local
and long distance systems.

Provinces seeking review
of Solomons Constitution

HONIARA (Pacnews) — The
heads of Solomon Islands nine
provinces have recommended the
national constitution be reviewed
and amended to reflect the politi-
cal, economic and social devel-
opment of the country.

The provincial premiers made
the recommendation as they ended
a conference at the weekend,
where they discussed issuesraised
by Guadalcanal province.

Guadalcanal has demanded mil-
lions of dollars from the national
government in compensation for

PAGOPAGO (Pacnews) —
Unfavourable weather condi-
tions are playing havoc with
travel to and from the two
Samoas,
A vopical disturbance to the
westof American Samoa’s main
island of Tutuila has been caus-
ing gale force winds of up 1o 35
miles an hour and heavy rain-
fall, since Saturday evening.

It has forced Samoa Air and
Polynesian Airlines to cancel ail
inter-island flights. stranding

Weather causes travel chaos in 2 Sar

hundreds of passengers booked
to travel 1 and from: Apia, and
those holding seats on flights be-
rween American Samoa’s main
islands of Tutuila and Manua.

Polynesia only. managed to
make one flight from Apia to
Pagopago Sunday morning but
did not take any passengers onthe
return trip.

Samoa Air has cancelied all its
flights. Operations Manager, Paul
Bailey, says the cancellations will
create a backlog of flights be-

tween the two Samoas during
this peak travel season. .. =
- But he says the airline will
not risk lives and property just
because there is a heavy traffic
load, . ool
“The weather bureau-and po-
lice stations ‘have been: kept -
busy all day with' calls about
the stormy weather, and Chief
Meteorologist, Veletabola
Akapo went on television to
explain the sudden change in
the weather. ’
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the capital, Honiara, being located
in the province, and for the mur-
ders of Guadalcanal people by
people from outside the island.

It also wants outsiders to be
barred from owning land in the
province, and that members of
one province should not be al-
lowedtoown land in anotherprov-
ince.

The conference of provincial
heads agreed that the compensa-
tionclaimis anational issue, to be
resolved between the provincial
government and the national gov-
ermnmment.

The premiers agreed that other

provinces with similar claims
must submit their claims to the
central government.

The meeting alsorecommended
thatthe provincesestablish Good-
will or Friendship Treaties be-
tween themselves either bilater-
ally or multilaterally, through the
review of the Provincial Govern-
ment Act.

The premiers strongly urged the
governmenttotake immediate ap-
propriate steps to address the more
urgent issues at hand.

Meanwhile, the Premier of
Malaita province, David Oeta, is

Continued on page 24

WELLINGTON (Pacnews)
— Vanuatu’s Prime Minister,
Donald Kalpokas, says he does
not accept the reasons given by
the opposition in its attempt to
oust his government.

Last week, the opposition
moved a motion of no confi-
dence in the Kalpokas govern-
ment, saying the government
had no national development
plan. But the motion, moved by
the opposition leader, Serge
Vohor, was defeated.

Vanuatu PM nixes reasons
for no-confidence motion

Kalpokas says the develop-
ment plan was laid out in the
country’s comprehensive re-
form programme, which the
opposition helped prepare.

He says the reasons given by
the opposition were not valid.

Meanwhile, Kalpokassayshe
is confident that his administra-
tion can survive the possible
loss of two members of parlia-
ment backing his coalition, in
an upcoming court case.

Continued on page 24

NUKU’ALOFA (Pacnews) —
Tonga’s trade bureau, Tongatrade,
is seecking market opportunities
for dried vanilla beans with four
spice companies in the United
States.

It wants to get a better deal for
Tongan vanilla growers who held
back 40 tonnes of vanilla after a
dramatic drop in prices for vanilla
in the international market.

A Tongatrade officer. Saimone
Vuki, estimates the consignment

Tonga eyes US vanilla market

could be sold at 35 dollars a kilo-
gram, fetching an estimated 1.5
million US dollars.

Tongatrade is sending 100 kilo-
grams of vanilla this week to
Belgium’s largest chocolate manu-
facturer, Comptoir Pacific Com-
pany.

According to Vuki, the company
will use the consignment to pro-
mote its new vanilla product from
Tonga, before making furthercom-
mitments with Tongan producers.
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presents fourteen house plans for semi—custom homes, ideally deSigned for the tro
could be easily modified, which are available for purchase at a nominal price.

Three-Bedroom, One-Bathroom
(C1330-31) House Plan ' ,
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According to IMF:

‘Rate cut eased recession threat’

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER
WASHINGTON (AP) — In-
terest rate cuts in the United
States and other industrial
countries have eased the threat
that the Asian financial crisis
will triggera global recession.
the International Monctury

Fund satd in an updated eco-
nomic outlook.
But the 182-nation lending

agency stifl found plenty of

things that could go wrong in
the new year ranging from a
sudden plunge in U.S. stock
prices or the value of the dol-

lar to the failure of Japancese
authorities to aggressively
battle their own country’s
worst recession in 30 years.
Accordingly. the IMF
trimmed its forecast for world
erowth in 1999 to just 2.2 per-
cent. down by 0.3 percentage
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| Myths Feed Denial About Family Violence

# Myths: Family violence is rare.....

Although statistics on family violence are not precise, it’s clear that millions of children, women and §

cven men are abused physically by family members and other intimates.

§ Myths: Family violence is confined to the lower classes

Truth: Reports from police records, victims services, and academic studies show domestic violence exists
‘ cqually in every socioeconomic group, regardless of race or culture.
Myths: Alcohol and drug abusc are the real causes of violence in the home....

Truth: Because many male batterers also abuse alcohol and other drugs, it is to conclude that these substances

miay cause domestic violence. They apparently do increase the lethality of the violence, but they also §
ofter the batterer another excuse 1o evade responsibility for his behavior. The abusive man — and men

are the abusers in the overwhelming majority of domestic violence incidents - typically controls his
actions, even when drunk or high, by choosing a time and place for the assaults to ke place in private
and go undetected. Inaddition, successtul completion of a drug treatment program does not guarantee

an end to battering. Domestic Violence and substance abuse are two different problems that should be
treated separately.

Myths: Battered wives like being hit, otherwise they would leave

¥ ‘Iruth: The most common response o battering---"Why doesn’t she just leave” --- ignores economic and
social realities facing many women. Shelters are often lull, and family, friends, and the workplace are
frequently Iess than fully supportive. Faced with rent and utility deposits, day care, health insurance,
and other basic expenses, the woman may (eel that she cannot support herself and her children. More-
over, in some instances., the woman may be increasing the chance of physical harm or even death it she
Jeave an abusive spouse.

Every Home A Safe Home

There's NO EXCUSE for family violence

Source: National Crime Prevention Council

‘This Ad is paid through a Grant to the Governor’s Community Outreach-Federal Programs Office from the
Violence Against Women Grants Olfice (VAWGO), Office of Justice Programs (OJP), US [)Lp.nrlmml of Justice,

Grant #96-WEF-VX-0066

point from areportissued just
two months ago.

The 2.2 percent performance
would match the expected out-
put for this ycar and would be
the slowest world growth rate
since a 1.8 percent increase in
1991, when the United States
was emerging from its last re-
cession.

The crisis that beganin Thai-
land in 1997 has spread to a
number of other Asian coun-
trics. pushing them into deep
recessions and in August lev-
eled the Russian economy.

Russia’s announcement that
it was defaulting on billions
of dollars in foreign loans sent
shockwaves through financial
markets from New York to
Buenos Aires and raised the
specter that the 40 percent of
the globe now in recession
would soon be joined by many
other nations.

In response, the Federal Re-
serve Board led the way in
cutting interest rates three
times over a seven-week pe-
riod beginning Sept. 29. That
led to a rebound in financial
markets and more optimism
about economic prospects.

“The worst of this crisis
probably is now behind us,”
said IMF economist Flemming
Larsen. "But we are not com-
pletely out of the woods.”

Larsen said that while those
Fed rate cuts were appropriate
to restore confidence to finan-
cial markets, the IMF did not
believe the central bank should
provide further rate relief
when it mects Tuesday out of
concern that more monetary
easing could trigger inflation-
ary pressures in the United
States.

“"While the danger of a
worldwide recession does
seem to have diminished, the
supply of funds to mostemerg-
ing market cconomies is still
sharply reduced and condi-
tions in financial markets re-
main fragile,” the IMF report
said.

For the United States, the
IMF’s updated forecast pre-
dicted growth of 3.6 percent
this year, slightly better than
the 3.5 percent forecast in
October. But the IMF pre-
dicted a sharp slowdown in
1999 with growth of just 1.8

percent, 0.2 percentage point
lower than the October fore-
cust.

The IMI predicted that the
Japancse economy would
shrink by 2.8 percent this year
and another 0.5 pereent in
1999. The 1999 forecast is a
full percentage point below its
October assessment and IMF
officials said it would have
been even lower if not for re-
cent Japanese government
steps torevive growth and deal
with failing banks.

In addition to the threat
posed by Japan’s recession,
the IMF also expressed wor-
ries that developing countries
will have increasing trouble
attracting the foreign capital
they need as investors look
for less risky opportunities
elsewhere.

Also listed as threats were
the possibility that the U.S.
stock market, which has
climbed to new highs after its
August swoon, could be
caught in another down draft.
That could prompt American
consumers to pull back on
their spending. Or the dollar,
which has been weakening,
could suddenly dip if foreign-

s become worried about the
increase in the U.S. trade defi-
cit.

The IMF has assembled
more than $100 billion in
emergency loans for Thailand,
Indonesia, South Korea, Rus-
sia and Brazil. But the agency
has come under attack from crit-
ics who charge that its brand of
belt-tightening has made the
cconomic recessions in the cri-
sis countries worse and failed to
halt the spread of market
turmoil.z

Asked about the criticism,
IMF chief economist Michael
Mussa noted that financial mar-
kets and currencies in Thailand.
Indonesia and South Korea have
rebounded in recent weeks, an
outcome he said showed the
IMF formula is working.

“Not only have exchange
rates appreciated but interest
rates have come down,” Mussa
said.

The agency’s executive

board will release a tformal

review next month assessing
how it handled the economic
turmoil of this year and last.

A prototype of Honda Motor Cos hybr/d caris unve/Ied at a press
conference at its headquarters in Tokyo Monday. Honda plans to
launch the car worldwide in the autumn of 1999. AP
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Japan surplus declines

By Tatsuo Ito
TOKYO (Reuters) — Japan’s
trade surplus declined in Novem-
ber for the first time in 20 months,
buteconomistssay it will stay large
and concerns about trade friction
with the United States will persist
until Japan’seconomy fully recov-
ers.

The Ministry of Finance said
Monday that Japan's customs-
cleared trade surplus for Novem-
ber fell 15.1 percent from a year
earlier to 902.1 billion yen ($7.84
billion), while the politically sensi-
tive trade surplus with the United
States rose 0.9 percent from a year
earlier to 488.2 billion yen ($4.2
bitlion).

* Economists said the effects of
the yen’s sharp rise since early
October and a slowdown of the
global economy made a dent in
Japan'sexports, withexportstothe
United States declining for the first
time in 32 months, by 7.1 percent.

Various factors caused the de-
cline, including “Japanese eco-
nomic conditions, cutrency mar-
ket movements, movements in
crude oil prices and in other inter-
national markets,” a Finance Min-
istry official told reporters.

The yen was valued at 118.36 to
the dollar for November, which
was 3.4 percent stronger than the
year-earlier 122.42, the official said.

The Tokyo currency market re-
sponded little to the data as traders

fretted over the impact of the im-
peachment of President Clinton by
the House of Representatives on
Saturday.

Makoto Ishikawa, an economist
at Japan’s Research Institute Ltd.
said: “Japan’sexportdecline could
be inevitable as the economy in the
United States could slow further,
but vigilance over trade friction is
needed.”

He said a firm trend of a falling
Japanese surplus could not be es-
tablished as long as Japan’s do-
mestic demand and imports re-
mained feeble.

U.S. Ambassador to Japan Tho-
mas Foley said last week that with
the bilateral trade gap widening,
thechances had beenraised of trade
frictions resurfacing next year.

“Tdon’t know if this (trade data)
will alleviate it because I think the
U.Sislookingat 1999 asthe yearto
bring out that weapon again of
trade friction. Ithink they’ve waited
until their economy was weak and
now they are falling back on that
ploy again,” Michael Lockrow, an
economist at Technical Data in
Tokyo, told Reuters Television.

Japan’simportsin November fell
§1.9 percent from a year earlier to
2.787 trillion yen ($24.1 billion),
posting an 11th straight month of
declines.

Exports slumped 12.7 percent in
November froma yearearlier, with
pronounced drops in semiconduc-

tors and office equipment, out-
pacing an 11.9 percent decline in
imports, the Ministry of Finance
said.

Steel exports to the United
States jumped 72.7 percent and

automobiles rose 2.8 percent.
Japan’s surplus with the Euro-
pean Union dipped 2.6 percent, its
first fall in 20 months, as export
growth of 1.7 percent lagged be-
hind a 4.7 percent rise in imports,

the ministry said.

Autoexportsrose, while those of
computer peripherals and other
office equipment fell. Imports of
EU cars rose, but office equipment
imports fell.

Japanese
archrival

By Janet Snyder
TOKYO (Reuters) — Japan’s
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
said on Monday he hopes his
former archrival and future coa-
lition partner, Liberal Party
leader Ichiro Ozawa, will join
his cabinet.

The remark added fuel to
speculation about who from
Ozawa’s party would get a post
in an Obuchi administration ex-
pected to be unveiled in Janu-
ary.

“Once the coalition is formed,
[ hope he (Ozawa) will share the
burden with me. 1 want hiin to
join the cabinet,” Obuchi said.

Earlier on Monday newspa-
pers said Liberal Party Secre-
tary-General Takeshi Noda was
likely to take a sole cabinet spot
reserved for the party, namely
the trade portfolio.

Political analyst John Neuffer
at Mitsui Marine Research said

he saw Obuchi’s offer of a post

PM wants his former
Ozawa in his Cabinet

Keizo Obuchi

to the feisty Ozawa as a ploy to
neutralise him, and doubted he
would accept.

“Itwould be avery clever move
to neutralise Ozawa from work-
ing the back room and make him
more inclined to toe the line,”
Neuffer said.

Ozawa, whose party’s 38 Lower
House and 12 Upper House seats
the LDP desperately wants to en-
sure its own political future, has

Ichiro Ozawa

dug in his heels on issues such
as reducing the number of cabi-
net posts.

The opposition leader, on Sat-
urday squeczed from Obuchi a
reduction of cabinet jobs to 18
from the current 20 in an effort
at administrative reform.

If Ozawatakesapost, he could
be the only representative of his
party in the next cabinet.

Continued on page 24
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released on $2,632 bail

By JOCELYN GECKER
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) — The adopted brother of
Malavsia's former No. 2 leader
was released on bail Monday asa
court reconsiders his conviction
© for having had sex with the jailed
politician.

Sukma Darmawan. 38, hasbeen
serving a six-month term for al-
legedly allowingex-deputy prime
minister  Anwar  Ibrahim
sodomize him. a crime in this
M uslim country.

' Sukma savs he was coerced by
\ police into making a guilty plea.
His sentence ends in January.
While an appeals court on Sat-
urday had denied a request foran
appeal. the federal High Courton
Monday ordered that Sukma be
released on 10,000 ringgit bail
(52.632)unlilhisc;lscisre\'iewed
next month.

The decision could deal a blow
to prosecutors in a separate trial
against Anwar, who had Tikely
planned 1o use Sukma's confes-
| sion toahomosexual relationship
| s evidence in their cuse against
‘ the former deputy premier. 4

Amwar, who faces charges ol

|

beexual misconduct and abuse

|

| power, was ousted by Prime Min-

Anwar’s adopted brother

Anwar’s ado

pted brother Sukma Dar.

w

mawan Sasmitaat Madja (left) is

escort by prison police officers to the Federal Courthouse where he

was released on bail Monday.
ister Mahathir Mohamad on Sept.
2 and later became the leader’s
biggest political rival.

Police arrested Anwar 18 days
later in a move condemned by
Anwar and supporters as a thinly
disguised effort to eliminate the
prime minister’s top opponent.

Last week, one of Anwar’s at-
torneys, Christopher Fernando.
read excerpts of an undated letter
Sukmahad written from jail shortly
after he pleaded guilty in Septem-
ber to allowing himself to be
sodomized by Anwar.

Fernando used the letier as an
exhibit to support the defense con-

AP

tention that police wereenmeshed
in a high-level conspiracy to
topple Anwar.

*The police took all types of
body hair from Sukma, and con-
ducted an anal testonhim, which
hurt him very much,” said
Fernando.

Alsoserving a six-month sen-
tence for confessing to having
sex with Anwar is the
politician’s former speech
writer, Munawar Ahmad Anees.
He. too, has appealed his convic-
tion. saying he was tortured and
coerced by police into pleading
auilty.

rapes were organized

JAKARTA (Reuters) — The
Indonesian government said
on Monday there was no evi-
dence that 52 rapes commit-
ted during rioting in May were
part of an organised campaign.

State Secretary Akbar
Tandjung, presenting the
government’s formal response
to an investigation into alle-
gations that at least 168
women were raped in a sys-
tematic campaign aimed
largely at minority ethnic Chi-
nese. said victims would be
compensated.

“(But) there is no indication
that the rapes were committed
systematically,” he told re-
porters. “There is no evidence
pointing that way.”

A special fact-finding team
reported in November that 52
women had been raped during
rioting that swept Jakarta amid
civil unrest and deepening
cconomic crisis that helped
end former President
Suharto’s 32-year rule on May
21.

The team said many of the
women, who were mostly Chi-
nese, had been gang-raped.

The government panel said

there was insufficient evi-
dence to investigate the other
116 allegations of rape.

Human rights groups say the
rapes were part of an organised
campaign directed mainly at
the Chinese, a claim consis-
tently denied by the military
and the government.

Tandjung said the report’s
findings would be passed on
to government ministries, but
did not say what action they
could take.

He said investigations were
continuing into the involve-
ment of elite troops, led by
Suharto’s son-in-law, Lieu-
tenant-General Prabowo
Subianto, in the kidnapping
and torture of activists.

“The law will be upheld,”
Tandjung said.

Prabowo was discharged
from the military in August af-
ter a probe by the army found
troops under his command were
involved in the abduction and
torture of anti-Suharto activists
in 1997 and early 1998.

Government sources said the
first of the trials of Prabowo’s
troops was due to begin later
this week.

PUBLIC NOTICE

COMMANDER IN CHIEF, U.S. PACIFIC COMMAND REPRESENTATIVE
GUAM AND THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

(USCINCPAC REP GUAM/CNMI)

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FOR CONDUCTING EXERCISE TANDEM THRUST 1999
ON THE ISLAND OF GUAM AND ON THE ISLAND OF TINIAN, CNMI

The USCINCPAC Rep Guan/CNMI has prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed action to conduct

the tebitary training exerense Tandem Thrust 199
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next year’s election Saturday.

5

ok RN 5
Indonesian members of a new political party called the Justice Party,
parade through the streets of Jakarta to attract new members ahead of

AP

Salas in San Jose, Saipan.

Saipan LauLan Development, Inc. (SLDI) is soliciting pro-
posals from qualified individuals or firms to provide a bus trans-
portation service between the respective hotels where tourists/
players are staying and the Clubhouse located at the Lao Lao Bay
Golf Resort in Kagman. Proposing party should be a bona fide
resident of the CNMI, and the granting of this concession is sub-
ject to the approval of the CNMI Board of Public Lands (BPL).

Hours of bus operation will be from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.,
subject to the hours of operation of the golf course. Proposal
specifications may be obtained at the Law Offices of Vicente T.

Proposals should be in duplicate and in a sealed envelope
marked “Bus Transportation Service”, addressed to Mr. Vicente
T. Salas, P.0. Box 1309, Saipan, MP 96950. Proposals must be
received on or before 12:00 p.m., Thursday, December 31, 1998.
SLDI reserves the right to reject any or all proposals for any
reason, and to waive or amend any defect in said proposals, if
in its sole opinion to do so would be in its best interest.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

s Trnsportaton ervie”
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Chavalit Yongchaiyudh

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) —
Thailand’s chief opposition leader

ai PM may face vote

against Chuan, but it was widely = 7
expected to fail. o

New Aspiration Party leaders o
were quoted in Monday’s Bangkok
Postassaying they hoped to launch
ano-confidence debate against the
government in Parliament by Janu-
ary 10.

Chavalit was Chuan’s predeces-
sor as prime minister. He chose to
resign in November 1997 after
white collar workers took to the
streets of Bangkok demanding he
quit and military leaders refused
his request to declare martial law
as a means of putting down the
protests.

~ 2
in Parliament charged on Monday The urban middle class had be-
that Prime Minister Chuan  comc increasingly incensed over
Leekpai’s government is the most his inept handling of Thailand’s
corrupt in Thai history and said he economic crisis and a seemingly
plans to prove it during a no-confi- relentless series of corruption
dence debate next month. scandals involving his govemn-
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, leader ~ ment.
of the opposition New Aspiration Chuan’s term has also been
Party, told a crowd of 10,000 sup- ~ dogged by graft and kickback SO , . . . ST
ponersm tbe poornortheastp_r ov- sca‘nflals'but'mf)st' have m'vo_lvcd Philippiines President Joseph Estrada (left) is greetd by Thai Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai prior to their
ince of Roi Et thathe hasobtained ~ bureaucrats instead of Cabinel-  meeting at the Government House in Bangkok Friday. AP
a report detailing 32 corruption level officials.
cases implicating Prime Minister In a nationwide poll conducted
Chuan’s 13-month old coalition by the Suan Dusit Rajabhat Insti-
oovernment. tute at the end of November,
" He did not say who compiled Chuan was named as the most
the report or how it was obtained. popular politician in the country
Chavalit’s party has already with honesty and integrity named
filed an impeuchmen[ motion as his most admired qUleitiCS.
Korea gets his feet cut
off in insurance scam
SEOUL; South Korea (AP)— - - dentally disabled.. .. =
Police said Monday. they had . Chungthenadmitted toinvesti-
uncovered a bizarre scam in  gatorsthathe had hired Kim Kui-
which a heavily indebted grocer - - yong, 41,ataxi driver,toseverhis
hired an acquaintance to cut off feet at the ankle, promising to pay
his feet o collect 2 billion won -~ him dles 41,600 if the scam was
($1.7 million)in insurance...  successful. S
Chung Kyu-chil, 51, told po- The taxi-driver told police that
lice his feet were missing when  he cut off Chung’s feet with an
he awoke in his shopearlyinthe  axe and dumped them nto the
momingof Dec. 11 afteraheavy  Han River in Seoul.
drinking bout the night before. Police arrested the taxi driver
He said a customer found him  on assault charges late Sunday
bleeding heavily andtookhimto  night. However, they said they
hospital. have no legal grounds to arrest
Police at first suspected  Chung because he has nottried to
Chung’s creditors, because his collect the insurance.
family reported he had run up “No money was cxchanged in
$250.000 in stock market and . this case, so it’s impossible to
gambling losses. ' punishhim, Police Lt. Lim Yong- maga zine
But police later found Chung ~ bin said. ,
had taken out two dozen insur= I'm sorry for my wife and my tOd ay
ance policies in the last'three  daughter. 1 regret what 1 did,” .
months that would pay himupto = Chung told local reporters from
$1.7 million if he became acci-  his hospital bed.

Japan Cabinet reshuffle

seen by January 14th _

NEW YORK (Reuters) — Japa-
nese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
is expected to reshuffle his cabi-
net on January 14 after he returns
from his tour of Germany, FFrance
and Italy, Jiji Press said.

Jiji, quoting an unnamed gov-
ernment source, said Obuchi
would act just before the nextregu-
lar session of parliament on Janu-
ary 16.

Obuchi, who is head of the Lib-
eral Democratic Party, and Liberal
Party chief Ichiro Ozawa over the
weekend agreed to a cabinet re-

A weekly magazine
filled with the
latest news, sports,
and features.

shuffle that would reduce the num-
ber of posts to 18 from 20, accord-
ing to Takeshi Noda, the Liberal
Party’s Secretary-Cieneral,

Sources said the Liberal Party
is fighting to get two or more
posts in the new cabinet, includ-
ing the powerful portfolio of fi-
nance minister.

The two partics on November
19 announced their surprising coa-
lition in the interests of speeding
key legislation aimed at stimulat-
ing the economy out of its deep
recession.
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
The United States said on Mon-
day it will pay Pakistan $326.9
million in cash and up to $140
million in other compensation
to settle an eight-year dispute
over F-16 aircraft that Islamabad
paid for but never received.

The White House said in a
statement Pakistan would re-
ceive $324.6 millionin cashfrom
the U.S. Treasury’s Judgment
Fund and a further $2.3 million
from the U.S. Department of
Defence as part of the deal
reached by President Bill Clinton
and Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif.

As part of the $140 million in
other compensation, the United
States will give Pakistan white
wheat valued at about $60 mil-
lion at prevailing market prices
during the current U.S. fiscal
year. which began on Oct. 1.
The other $80 million in com-
pensation will be negotiated by
Washington and Islamabad.

I have long sought an equi-
table solution to this difficult
problem and I am pleased that
Prime Minister Sharif andThave

been able to reach agreement,”
Clinton said in the statement.
The aircraft, bought to bolster
Pakistan’s defences against its
long-time enemy India, were de-
nied to Pakistan by the U.S.
Pressler Amendment which

Pakistani prime minister Nawaz Sharif gestures while talking to

US, Pakistan reach
accord on F-16 row

barred military sales to coun-
tries with nuclear programmes.

As part of the agreement, the
United States said Pakistan had
agreed to renounce its $463.7
million claim against the United
States for the aircraft.

reporters Saturday Pakistan’s long-standing dispute with the United
States over the purchase of 28 F-16 fighter planes has been

resclved.

. AP

#-~" NORTHERN WARIANAS HOUSIVG CORPORATION

any CIFCUIMSTANCS.

Marianas Housing Corporation.

16, 1998 at 10:00 a.m.

P.0. BOX 514, SAIPAN, MP 96950

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARLANA ISLANDS SAIPAN, MP 96950

FIRST AMENDMENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

CONSTRUCTION OF TINIAN COMMUNITY CENTER
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS - NO. RFP99-0012

Governor Pedro . Tenorio and Lieutenant Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Northern Marianas
Housing Corporation (NMHC) Board of Directors and the Division of Procurement and Supply, are hereby
giving notice that NMHC is soliciting sealed proposals from qualified construction firms for the construc-
ton of the Tintan Community Center at San Jose Village, Tinian, MP, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands. Proposals in duplicate, must be marked “CDBG-Tinian Community Center Project”,
and must be submitted to Procurement and Supply, Lower Base, Saipan, no later than 2:00 p.m., local
time, Friday, January 15, 1999. Anv proposals received after the above time will not be accepted under

A bond of 15% of the total proposal price exceeding $25,000 must accompany the sealed proposal docu-
ments. This security may be Certified Check, Cashier’s Check, or Bond made pavable to the Northern

Proposers are also required to submit the following: 1) a copy of current CNMI-issued business license; 2)
updated, Audited Finandial Statement or in-house Financial Statement, provided it is certified by a Certified
Public Accountant; 3) listing of existing and past projects, including completion dates; 4) Certification of
Tax Compliance trom the Division of Revenue and Taxation; 5) written confirmation from a reputable
surety bonding company, approved /acceprable by NMHC, as to the firm’s capability o obtain performance
and pavment bond; 6) copy of Builder’s Risk and Workmen’s Compensation coverage; 7) listing of man-
power with copies of CNMI-issued work permits; and 8) listing of cquipments,

Plans and Specifications for the project are available on or after December 9, 1998 av the Office of Herman
B. Cabrera & Associates, in San Jose Village, Saipan, MP 96950 during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except holidays. A non-refundable pavment of $150.00 is required for cach set. A
Pre-Proposal Conference for the project will be held ar the Tinian Mavor’s Office on Wednesday, December

Attention is called to Section 3 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 which requires
the provisions of training and employment, and the awarding of contract for work on the project, to low
income project area residents and business concerns. NMEIC also notifies proposers that it will affirmatively
ensure that, in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority and women’s business
enterprises will be accorded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this request.

Attention is also called to the Labor Standard Provisions for Wage Rate Determination of the Common-
wealth Classificavion and Salary Structure Plans, and payment of not less than the minimum salaries and
wages as set forth in the Contract Documents must be paid on this project.

Al documents received shall be the sole property of the NMHFC, with the exeeption ot the bond, certified
check or cashier™s check which will be returned o the proposers in accordance with section “Instruction o

Proposers™ page 2-3, paragraph No. 03, Proposal Guarantee.

NMHC reserves the right o reject any and all proposals and 1o waive any defects in the said proposals, i in
its sole opinion, 1o do so would be in its best interest. All proposals will become the property of NMHC.

"NMHC is an equal employment and fair housing public agency”

Pentagon wants boost in
military pay, retirement

By Charles Aldinger
WASHINGTON (Reuters)
— The Pentagon said on Mon-
day the White House will press
Congress next month to boost
U.S. military pay and retire-
ment benefits to fix major
problems in recruiting and re-
taining troops in competition
with industry.

The package, costing an es-
timated $30 billion, calls for
an across-the-board military
pay increase of 4.4 per cent
beginning next summer, fol-
lowed by annual 3.9 per cent
increases for five years after
that.

Defence Secretary William
Cohen told a news conference
that the proposal would be serit
to Congress next month as part
of the Clinton administration’s
fiscal year 2000 defence bud-
get. The initial pay increase
would take effect next July 1.

The package, Cohen said,
would also include targeted
additional pay increases for
experienced non-commis-
sioned officers and mid-level
officers and a boost in retire-
ment pay so that all personnel
would retire at half pay after
20 years of service.

The current gap between
military and civilian pay av-
erages |3 percentand in some
fields is much greater, mak-
ing itdifficult torecruitand to
retain experienced troops.

“One of my primary respon-
sibilities as secretary of de-
fence is to assure that we re-
cruit, train and retain the best
people we can find,” Cohen
said, noting that it was be-
coming increasingly difficult
to retain experienced, high-
tech troops in competition
with a booming private
economy.

Inaddition to the across-the-
board raises, the package will
include:

- Special pay increases rang-
ing from one-half per cent to
5.5 per cent on top of the new
increases forexperienced non-
commissioned officers and
mid-level officers.

« Changing current retire-
ment benefits so that all per-

Defense Sertary W/'l//m Cohen (t) accompanied by Joint

sonnel would receive 50 per
cent of their base pay annu-
ally on retiring after 20 years.
Congress rejected such amove
in 1996, saying it would cost
too much.

An estimated 600,000 civil-
ians who work for the military
‘would receive the first year’s
pay increase under the plan
but would not get the planned
increases in subsequent years.

“We think this is going to
make a significant difference
in the lives of the people who
serve us,” said Cohen, who
appeared at a Pentagon press
conference with Chairman
Gen. Henry Shelton and other
members of the military Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

“We think the total package
is very good. This levels off
the gap” in pay between mili-
tary and civilian workers,
Shelton told reporters.

While most military services
are meeting minimum recruit-
ing goals, experienced Air
Force pilots and other person-
nel are leaving the armed
forces in large numbers in part
because of a booming U.S.
civilian economy.

The Air Force hasresponded
with special retention bonuses
for pilots, who have been mov-
ing to higher-paying jobs with
civilian airlines.

Cohen and other officials de-
clined to discuss how the pay-
retirement package would ef-
fect the top line of the current
$257 billion U.S. defence bud-
get.

But he stressed that the
White House and Pentagon
were also moving to address
problems in military readiness
and development of new weap-
ons, which have been hit hard
in recent years by budget cuts
and a balancing of the overall
federal bud get.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff said
in a recent letter to Republican
Sen. John McCain of Arizona
that they needed a total increase
of nearly $20 billion over cur-
rent defence spending to main-
tain readiness and proceed with
high-tech arms programmes for
the 21st century.

hefs

Chairman Gen. Hugh Shelton meets reporters at the Pentagon Mon-
day to discuss military pay increases. AP

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23 , 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-23

Early Israel elections OK’d

By RON KAMPEAS
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s
parliament has voted overwhelm-
ingly for early elections, signaling
the demise of Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu ‘s ailing hard-line
government and effectively freez-
ing for months the already-troubled
peace with the Palestinians.

The elections are likely to take
place by the end of April. In addi-
tion to Netanyahu and Labor Party
leader Ehud Barak, a half-dozen
other figures have indicated they
might be interested in being the
next prime minister.

The early elections bill given
preliminary approval Monday must
pass two more readings, but
Netanyahu has said he will not try
to block its final passage.

His last-minute appeal for a na-
tional unity government was
laughed out of the chamber by the
opposition during a session that
was raucous, even for a parliament
not famous for its decorum.

“It seems the other side is not
interested in unity, and possibly
less interested in peace than in
power,” Netanyahu told reporters
afterward.

“It’s a little too late,” countered
Barak, who said the timing made
him question Netanyahu's sincer-
ity.

Even members of his Cabinet
who backed the survival of his
government were appalled by
Netanyahu’s national unity pro-
posal.

“The idea of a national unity
government presented at the last
moment is really demagoguery,”
Transport Minister Shaul Yahalom
told Israel TV. “This is serious?”

Netanyahu had steadfastly op-
posed naticnal unity until it be-
came clear Monday night that he
had talked himself into a corner
with his do-or-die proposal to the
Knesset: accept conditions for re-
suming the peace process, or goto
elections.

It became increasingly clear last
week that some in his coalition
would not endorse his peace poli-
cies and were happy to oust him as
well. Heinfuriated hard-liners when
he agreed to the U.S.-brokered
peace accordsat Wye River, Mary-
land, in October.

Wye meant further territorial
concessions 1o the Palestinians,
anathema to a small but powerful
rump of the right wing that still
claims the entire biblical land of
[srael.

The Labor party promised him
backing from outside the govern-
ment as long as he stuck to Wye,
but that ended when Netanyahu
froze ascheduled troop withdrawal
from 5 percent of the West Bank
after a wave of anti-Israel violence
last month.

Netanyahu’s conditions to the
Palestinians for resuming Wye,
presented 1o the Knesset Monday,
included: a renunciation of claims
to statehood and Jerusalem; a con-
fiscation of arms; an end to vio-
lence and incitement to violence;
and a renunciation of claims that
Netanyahu had agreed to release
Palestinians jailed for killings.

“An agreement respected only
by Israel is without value and will

not bring peace,” Netanyahu said.

The Palestinians say they have
complied with Wye. ‘

Barak said the freeze in the peace,
coupled with Netanyahu’s politi-
cal maneuvering in recent weeks,
undermined faith in his leadership.

“The test of leadership is action,
not whining,” he told the parlia-
ment.

The Knesset rejected
Netanyahu’s peace policies 56-48,
then voted 81-30 to approve early
elections. Netanyahu, slumped in
his seatat the cabinettable, voted in
favor, ashe had promised he would
do.

Arieh Dert, the leaderof the small
Shas party that is pressing hardest
fornational unity, told The Associ-
ated Press he would continue to
lobby for Barak-Netanyahu talks.

“I've already started the con-
tacts,” he said.

Barak said the gap between the
parties on the peace process made
such approaches useless.

“I don’t think it can be covered
with by an artificial unity,” he told
the AP.

It's about time everyone had
a well-made car.

R
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Israeli Prime Minister Benamin Netanyahu (bottom right) talks with
Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon (bottom left) after addressing Israel’s
parliament Monday during a Knesset debate on holding early elections. ap

- Sephia under your
- Christmas Tree For Only:

*HR95.00 less SISTS down al
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The bill on early elections will
go to the law committee, but the
overwhelming vote in the Knesset
suggested itwill be retumed quickly
for its second .and third readings.
Barak and Netanyahu have agreed
on an April 27 date, Israel radio
reported.

Both men have reason to fear
former chief-of-staff Lt. Gen.
Amnon Lipkin-Shahak.

He is expected to announce his
retirernent from the military by the
end of this week and announce his
candidacy at the head of an as-yet
unformed centrist party comprised
of defectors from Labor and the
Likud.

Polls have suggested that a bid
by Shahak would likely push Barak
out of the race in the first round of
voting and lead to a run-off be-
tween Netanyahu and Shahak, with
Shahak the likely winrner.

Little is known of Shahak’s poli-
cies. As a soldier, he is prohibited
from expressing an opinion.

But his deep involvement in the
peace talks suggests he is a moderate
who favors territorial concessions.
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Japanese
Continued from page 19

Obuchi appeared 10 point to just
one cabinet job for the Liberals,
saving: “The number of cabinet
posts will be reduced and T think it
wotld be hard forme o listen o all
the hopes (to become a cabinet
member) of those politicians (in
the Liberal Party).”

Meanwhile, the timing of the
coalition sofficial launchis pending.

Obuchi hinted at the weekend that
the current cabinet lineup would stay
on until at least January 4 but it was
unclear whether he would wait until
he retums fromaJanuary 6- 13 tripto
Europe before a reshuftle.

The prime minister on Monday
dectined topinpoint when the cabinet
reshuffle would take place. but said
only: *We cannot hold an inaugura-
tionceremony while Lam ina foreign
country.”

The prime minister also said he
wanted Chiet” Cabinet Secretary
Hiromu Nonaka, the government's
{op spokesman, toremaininthe cabi-
net despite Nonaka having asked to
step down over the weekend.

Nonaka on Monday remained re-
luctant to accept Obuchi’s offer. "1
personally would like to take a break,
and T would like Prime Minister
Obuchi to understand this point.” he
told a regular news conference.

Nonaka,Obuchi’sright-hand man,
has made no secret of his distaste for

Ozawa, who led a mass defection
from the LDP which tipped it out of
ofticein 1993 after 38 years inpowet.

Some analysts believed the union
of the twoconservative parties would
make for amore stable political envi-
ronment and in tum pave the way for
a stronger Japanese ecconomy.

I believe the way lo revitalise
Japantoday is for Obuchi and Ozawa
1o follow in the footsteps of their
forerunners and form acoalition gov-
ermment as i precursor to eventually
uniting their respective parties,” said
commentator Ryuichiro Hosokawa.

“Now that signs of political stabil-
ity are on the horizon,  am grz 1du‘1lly
becoming persuaded that economic
recovery cannotbe faroff,” Hosokawa
said.

Provinces

Continued from page 14

sure that a militant group exists
on Guadalcanal.

He told the provincial premiers
meeting in Honiara that there is
undeniable evidence that such a
group exists.

He says. however. that the

aroup’s motives, demands and
identity remain unclear.

The Premier has called on the
police to defuse the group swiftly
before it is too late.

He has called for co-operation
among leaders from all sectors, to
ensure that such activities do not
flourish and break up the country.

Police say they have received

further reports on a group called
the Guadalcanal Revolutionary
Army, following reports of young
people involved in firearms train-
ing and military drills in West
Guadalcanal.

Reports of the group surfaced
after Guadalcanal Premier,
Ezekiel Alebua’s statements on
compensation two weeks ago.

Vanuatu .

Continued from page 14

The two. mcludmo the Depuw
Prime mmlstel.WllheJlmmy are
alleged to have been involved in
irregularities in the general elec-

tion earlier this year.

But the Prime Minister says his
coalition will not collapse even if
the two are found guilty and lose
their seats.

He says these cases have afifty-
fifty chance of going either way

but the government is confident
that if the two lose their seats,
they will still have the majority.

Kalpokas made the comments
during a brief visit to New
Zealand’s capital Wellington to-
day.

Tenorio

Continued from page 3

with Japan Airlines (JAL). which.
he added. is more interested in the
commonwealth than the Guam-
based Continental.

“Not that we don’t need US air-
lines right now, but JAL is the
major carrierof Japan, whichisour
number one market, and that is

why we should be friendlier with
them,” Tenorio said.

He added that the CNMI lost a
“lotof clout” when it sold its shares
in Continental two years ago.

“Now Continental only concen-
trates on Guam, which is under-
standable because they have a hub
there,” Tenorio said.

A report submitted recently by
the administration to the US Inte-
rior Department noted a 27.5 per-

centdecline in tourist arrivals from
1997 to 1998.

Aircraft landings also declined
by 36 percent—from 42,457 in fis-
cal year 1997 to 27,135 in fiscal
year 1998.

Consequently, the occupancy rate
for Hotel Association of Northem
Marianalslands members, which was
77.92 percent in Sept. 1997, fell o
54.92 percent during the same period
this year, the report said.

Rota to

Continued from page 3

Manglonaconsidered the con-
struction of a new library as
“Rota’s number one priority.”
citing the island’s “educational
crises.”

But Office of Insular Affairs
(OIA) fiscal program specialist
Thomas Bussanich earlier
turned down the mayor’srequest
to approve spending on the
project’s A&L design.

In a letter to OIA Director

Allen P. Stayman last October.
Manglona called Bussanich’s

action as “insensitive.”
“Paka destroyed our only
public library. We need to re-
build our library. We must
procced to award the A&E
design contract. We can not
wait until the integrated de-
velopment plan is con-
structed.” the mayor said.

Ve
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Message of Appreciation ||
We, the Pamily of the lote
Wish to express our sincerest and most heartfelt gratitude to thank our many
relatives and friends for sharing with us your utmost support, love, prayers, and
many expressions of sympathy and condolences during our time of sorrow. A big
“Si Yuus Maase” to both Prayer Leaders in Saipan and Tinian, and the Catholic
Rectory in Tinian.

A heartfelt thank you to all for joining us at the nightly rosary, viewing, mass
celebration and burial. We will always remember your kindnesss and throughtfulness.
Dankulu Na &i Yu'us Maasc
&alamat Po

- May God Bless You All
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Chamber .
Continued from page 3
business community despite our
differences in some aspects. He
has proven one thing, that we can
work thingsoutif the government
will listen to us,” he said.

He also said that Tenorio should
get a high score for allowing a
representation from the business
sector on discussions such as the
Covenant Section 902 talks and
participation on delicate issues
like laborand immigration, as well
as federal takeover.

“The governor did an excep-
tional jobinthatarea. We hope he
will continue these programs,” he
added.

Ayuyu specifically mentioned
a law which allows flexibility
among nonresident workers who
are now allowed to transfer from
one employer to another even

without exiting the Northern -

Marianas, and the ability tochange
category other than that stated in
their previous contract.

“Althoughwe disagree on some
key areas, the governor spared us
an ear. 1 think his labor reform
programs are on the right track.
He should rate high for that,” he
said.

He said, however, that the Teno
administration remains slow in
implementing some measures,
including the trimming down of
the bloated bureaucracy which,
according to Ayuyu, is just too
big tobe sustained amid the dwin-
dling local economy.

With this, Ayuyu said, the big-
gestchallenge faced by the present
administration is where to source
out funds to support the responsi-
bilities of the government in as far
as carrying out its various pro-
grams is concerned.

Banks

Continued from page 3

“There is quite a number. For
instance, the (government) em-
ployees are not getting their an-
nual increment and they were an-
ticipating that to help them pay on
the debts. There are also big busi-
nesses and medium-scale ones,”
he said.

Faced with thissituation, Aldan
said the banks are left with no
choice but to refinance existing

loanstoextend debt service sched-
ules and offer lower interest rates
“to enable them (delinquent bor-
rowers) to pay.”

He admitted that suchapproach
slows down the banks’ growth as
“it takes a longer period of time to
recover the loans that were issued
and supposed to paid earlier.”

“Everybody is biting the bul-
let,” Aldan said.

Aldansaid banks will only fore-
close assets if a borrower remains
delinquentdespite the relaxed loan
payment schedule.

Breakfast .

Continued from page 5

breakfast which can be sipped on
the way to a great day at school.
A “traditional " breakfast of ce-

real with fresh fruit and milk or
yogurt also works. A Japanese
breakfast of miso with tofu and
rice is OK, but even better if you
add some fruit.

Happy eating! (Now will you
eat your breakfast?)

CNMI

Continued from page 5

consider reducing the rate and if
they reject it, then we have no
choice, either we temporarily
close itor find other places where
we could provide services to those
people who are bound for CNMI,”
he said.

The governor also said it is not
casy to close down the office or
transfer it to a new location since
it still performing employment
processing functions, and that the
people had already known the
office’s location.

The Manila office used to
handle bothemployment process-
ing andmedical referral functions.
Due to a budget crunch, the gov-
ernment decided to give the
health-related functions to a pri-
vate firm.

Medical referral will now be
handled by the Asia Health and
Hospital Management, Inc., the
health maintenance organization
that won the bidding process done
by the Department of Public
Health.

The said firm will exclusively
handle all rnedical referral trans-

the Philippines.

“It is very unfortunate that we
cannot just close the whole thing
because we still have so many
government properties in P.L
(Philippines) and we have totrans-
fer some of that, either to bring it
over here or to dispose in P.1L

“So we cannot just close the
office there, that'is why we rent
the office now on a monthly ba-
sis,” said Tenorio.

The governor also brushed aside
allegations that the retention of
Jonathan Paras, one of the Manila
office’s employees, has some-
thing to do with his mother’s as-
sociation with Tenorio.

Amelia Paras is said to be the
owner of the building occupied
by the Manila office, and who is
known to be a close associate of
former Gov. Froilan Tenorio, and
the incumbent governor.

“That has nothing to do with it.
The only reason we have the of-
fice (at the same building) now is
that majority of the people are
already aware and know where
the CNMI liaison office in P.IL
that’s why we can’t change right
away.

“Ittakestime to find other places
to move our office if the time
comes,” he added.

;;qtions between the CNMI and

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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Yeltsin may be impeached

MOSCOW (Reuters) — The
speaker of Russia’s lower house
of parliament said Monday he
believed the chamber would vote
next month to launch impeach-
ment proceedings against Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin, Interfax news
agency reported.

State Duma Chairman Gennady
Seleznyov, a member of the op-
position Communist Party, which
is the single biggest force in the
Duma and bitterly criticises
Yeltsin, said he expected im-
peachment proceedings to start
on at least one count.

But impeachment is a long and
complicated process thatinvolves
Russia’s two top courts and re-
quires the approval of the upper
house, which is usually loyal to
the Kremlin. Even Yeltsin's crit-
ics say the chances of success are
remote.

“State  Duma Chairman

PreSIdent Bons Yeltsin speaks in thKrem/In Palace in Moscow Frida y

Gennady Seleznyov expressed the
opinion that the State Duma will
vote in January to start impeach-
ment procedures ‘on at least one
point, the accusation concerning
the war in Chechnya’,” Interfax
said.

It said he made the comments
to residents of the town of
Pavlovsky Posad just outside
Moscow, during a visit.

A Dumacommissionis consid-
ering five charges against Yeltsin,
accusing him of destroying the
Soviet Unionin 1991, leading the
1994-96 war against the separat-
ist Chechnya region, using force
to end arebellion by hardline par-
ltamentarians in Moscow in 1993,
ruining Russia’s armed forces and
carrying out a“‘genocide” against
the Russian people.

Interfax quoted Seleznyov as
saying the commission would is-
sueits findings and the Duma was

likely to vote on impeachment
before the end of January. But he
added that impeachment was a
complex procedure.

Russian parliamentarians ques-
tioned by Reuters in October said
they thought it would be harder to
impeach Yeltsin than President
Clinton, who was impeached by
the House of Representatives Sat-
urday, and now faces trial in the
Senate.

The Communists and their al-
lies can muster a simple majority
in Russia’s 450-member Duma
but look set to need the support of
the liberal Yabloko bloc to start
impeachment proceedings.

Yabloko has said it supports
only the accusations against
Yeltsin relating to the war in
Chechnya. Tens of thousands of
people were killed after Yeltsin
sent troops to the small southern
region in December, 1994.

By Timothy Heritage
MOSCOW (Reuters) — Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin heard more

and the International-Monetary
Fund said Russia faced another
tough year.

Liberals provided some en-

ing gains at the expense of his
Communist foes in an clection to
the city council in the former
artist capital, St Petersburg.

But Russia's second city is an
island of traditional liberalism in
a country disillusioned by finan-
cial crisis, and there was little
other relief for Yeltsin in his
struggle to keep power until his
presidential term ends in mid-
2000.

bad pelitical and economic news.
on Mondayasparliamentshaped .
up for.an impeachment battle

couragementfor Yeltsinby mak- -

as Securn‘y Services Day was marked in Russia. AP

Bad news on econom:

The IMF drew up a aloomy out-_ '
 look for the economy, a key debt -
restmcu'iring' deal remained-elu- .

sive and the lower hou:

' “StathumaChaxnnanGemlady
Seleznyov expressed the Opuuon
that the State Duma will vote in

January to start impeachment pro-

cedures ‘on at least one point, the
accusation concerning the war in
Chechnya’,” Interfax news ag,ency
said.

In comments to ﬁemdent% of

Paviovsky Posad, “just outside’
Moscow, Selezniyov saidimpeach-

ment was complex, Even-if the
opposition-dominatedlower house
votes. to impeach Yeltsin, the ap-
proval of themore loyal upperhouse
is also needed:

Many polmmans sayitis almost :

peaker
: saxdparhamentwouidpmbably ap-
prove zmpeacbmem moves soon. ©

"cert‘un Yeltsm wdl not be im-
peached on any of five charges
* ranging from destroying the Sovm_t
Union in 1991"to Or'dei‘ir'xg'tanks tc

~ But Sclezynov s comments sxg—
: nalled the Duma is hkely tousethe . -
: 1mpeachment process to increase

pressure on a president they say is
unfit to rule the miclear state, al-
though the chamber has shown

patience with the govemment in

office since September.
~Yeltsin, 67, had heart surgery un
1996 and has just recovered from
pneumnonia, the latest in alongline
of health problems, He spent Mon-
day.at a country residence outside

~"Moscow and had no off' cial meet-
ings.
“Ina sxgn of Yeltsin's declme. :

add to Yeltsin’s worries

Kremlin aides say Prime mestex
Yey seny Primakov has taken over
day-to-day control of the economy,
which sank:into: crisis in August

" when the previous government
.. defaulted onisome debts and let the

rouble rcvaluc
“Moscow has not yet reached fi-
nal-agreement with foreign inves-

tors” onvadeal to restructure its

domestic rouble debt.

Deputy Finance Minister Mikhail
Kasyanov told a news conference
on Monday that investors were not
happy with all the terms offered by
Russia for restructuring the debt
payments. ©

Russiaacknowledged it wasalso
likely to'default on its Soviet-era
dollar debts, prompting bankers to
warn Lhis latest breach of its debt
obligations would further fray re-
lations with its foreign creditors:

_ with low tax revenues, the near

“and.a slide in the value of the

"year, more than double the 26

Russxa s mountam of debt is
one of its major problems along

collapse of the banking system

rouble.

TheIMF delivered anew warn-
ing by saying in its World Eco-
nomic Outlook that Russia’s out-
put would shrink 8.3 percent in
1999 on top of this year’s 5.7
petcent contraction,

“There is clearly a risk of an
even larger declineg, however,
giventhe continuing fiscal imbal-
ances, banking sector problems,
anid signs of reversals in the re-
form process,” the outlook said.

The Washington-based lend-
ing agency also said inflation
would surge to 56 percent next

percent forecast for 1998,

Vehicle

Price Rebate

1995 Ford Escort wae

1994 Chewy Caprice wue-
1995 Chevy Tahoe 4x4 (170
1993 Ford Bronco 4x4 s

1996 Isuzu Rodeo (P196)

1995 Chevy Camaro (osm

1991 Honda Accord (1124
1991 Honda Prelude (e
1994 Honda Del Sol (1754
1993 Hyundai Excel o1
1995 Hyundai Sonata (s19
1994 Hyundai Sonata (1o
1993 Hyundai Elantra (s

1993 Isuzu Trooper usu)

1995 Oldsmobile Ciera s

1990 Chrysler New Yorker o7y  $9,900  $900

$12750ﬂ SOLD' d | l | ‘ » d
$25,500 $2,500 i T (L3 .
$15,100 $1,500 | ar and vo
SZ750  SOLD! ) sntered
$17,900 $1,700
$9.900  $900 autoie

; SOLD!
$16,800 $1,600

$8,600  $850

$10,500 $1,000
$9,900  $900
$4,400  $400
$12,300 $1,200
$12,200
$7,800 $750
$19,900 $1,900

Use youreae as a down payment’ or jut it inthe bank.
30 cars to choose from - when they're gone so are the rebates!

Vehicle

Price Rebate

1991 Mazda RX7 (1354)
1990 Mazda 929 (2544)

1994 Mazda Protege (i
1997 Mazda Protege s

1994 Isuzu Rodeo (0104)
C U 1994 |suzu Rodeo (1484)
3-8 1994 Isuzu Rodeo (1804)

1996 Nissan Kingcab w324
1992 Subaru Loyale
1992 Subaru Loyale (s
1992 Subaru Legacy (14
1991 Toyota Landcruiser oy $14,900
1994 Toyota Tercel (1on
$1,200 Located at TrlpIeJ Motors on Beach Road in Garapan 1991 BMW 7351 (a0

Tel: 234-7133 - Fax: 234-3052

“On approval of credit. See dealership for complete details.

1991 Toyota Landcruiser s
1996 Mitsubishi Montero s

$12,500 $1,200
$13,800 $1,300 -
$15,300  $1,500
$10,400 $1,000

$8,600  $850
$8,800  $850

$12,000 $1,200
SOLD!
$15,800 $1,500

$6,300  $600
$5,700  $550
$9,300  $900

$1,400
98,700  $850
$17,700 $1,700
$15,000 $1,500
$22,600 $2,200
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MVA. ..

Continued from page 4

this matter, stressing the severe
impact it may cause the tourism
office’s efforts to expand its mar-
kets since Japanese visitors are on
a constant decline because of the
- economic turmoil plaguing the re-
gion.

“We will call the attention of the
govemor. This is not the proper time
to be imposing regulations that may
hurt, in one way or the other, our
largest revenue-generating industry
which is tourism,” he said.

Tourism officials have expressed
serious intentions to tap the huge
tourismmarket frommainland China
despite a recent memorandum from
the labor and immigration depart-
ment banning the entry of Chinese
citizens to the CNML

“Tourism is different from em-
ployment. MVA's programs should
not co-mingle with DOLI's prob-
Jems concerning them,” Sablan told

members of the MVA board in a
special meeting Monday.

He said MV A is seriously looking
at requiring the would-be authorized

avel agencies to hold some money
or in a form of a payment bond of at
leasthaif amilliondollarseach forthe
repatriation of those who would be
opting to overstay in the Northem
Marianas.

The governor earlier said he is
keeping an open door to proposals
that will aggressively help the gov-
emment sell the Northern Mariana
Islands in other tourism markets, in-
cluding China and Hong Kong.

He added that he is willing to sit
down with MV A officials toexplore
the possibilities of meeting with Chi-
nese officials to include the Com-
monwealthin the list of places thatits
citizens can visit.

Tenoriosaid hisadministrationhas
been seriously considering tapping
various tourism markets, other than
Japan and Korea which are CNMI'’s
biggest markets.

Guam . ..

Continued from page 4

ship program which will have a
cross-training curriculumthatallows
flexibility among the company’s
workforce to meet various demands
as they arise.

“Qurinternship programhas some
similarities with what the Navy Ship
RepairFacility hadinthe past. We are
alsoconsidering partering withother

aining institutions and agencies.”

He added that Guam Shipyard is
working with the Base Realignment
and Closure Commission to see how
the company can expand its train-
ing service “because I'd like to
stress again that training is very
critical to our success.”

Guam Shipyard is the privite
company which took over the
former Naval Ship Repair Facil-
ity. It employs more than 200
workers, including former em-
ployees of the Naval Ship Repair
Facility.

CDA...

Continued from page 4

least two years.

“We want everybody to sur-
vive.Itisnot justcollecting funds.
If the they encounter problems
with their present payment, we
arrange the specific amount that
is agreeable to both the CDA and
the borrower,” he told the Vari-
ety.

He stressed that the flexible
payment scheme was instituted to
prevent more foreclosures, espe-
cially by businesses who have
existing loans from the Develop-
ment Authority.

Tenorio expressed confidence
that the new payment scheme will
work well. “In fact, it is already
working to the advantage of both
the CDA and our borrowers.”

CDA loan manager Joaquin Q.
Dela Cruz, in a separate inter-

view, said CDA extended out the
loan payment programinline with
the worsening economic crisis
across Asia and the Pacific, which
badly hit the Northern Mariana
Islands.

“It seems thatit [reduced payment
scheme) is working as we hoped it
will in an orderly manner. Besides,
CDA s here to help the borrowers
andnotpinthemdownbecause doing
so will just hurt us eventually,” Dela
Cruz said.

DANDAN COMMUNITY PROJECT ASSOCIATION

MESSAGE OF APPRECIATION

The Officers and Board of Directors of the Dandan Community Project Association, on behalf of the
entire community of Dandan and its neighboring residents, wish to express their sincere gratitude and Si
Yuus Maase 1o the following who in one way or another, helped to bring to fruition the development of
the baseball field, fence. backstop. dugout and bathroom facilities at the Dandan Baseball Field. Appre-
ciation and special recognition is further extended to the companies and individuals listed below who
donated cash or in-kind contribution for its Fund Raising/Raffle Activity:

Rep. Karl T. Reyes
Rep. Ana S. Teregeyo

Advance Marketing
Ben-Ki Water Sports
BK Enterprises
Black Micro Corporation
Coral Ocean Point
Dai-Ichi Hotel
Hawaiian Rock Products

Hyatt Regency

Ike Agbanlog

Island Bottling Company
IT&E Overseas, Inc.

Jin Young Americana
Kan Pacific

Henry K. Pangelinan & Associates

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio
Lt. Governor Jesus R, Sablan

Former Governor Froilan C. Tenorio
Former Lt. Governor Jesus C. Borja

Past and Present Precinct One Representatives

Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio

Rep. David M. Apatang

Former Reps: Michael P. Tenorio; Ramon Dela Cruz; Vicente T. Attao; Mammeto U. Maratita

NMHC Board of Directors & Mr. Juan S. Tenorio, Chairman
MaryLou S. Ada, Executive Director, CDA/NMHC

Moylan’s Insurance

Marianas Cable Vision
Mariana Pacific Distributors

Pacifica Insurance
Marianas Investment

Pacific Trading Company

Pacific Railings
Sablan Construction

Saipan Shipping Company

Solid Builders
Takai & Associates

Nobert T. Torres, President
James P. Kintol, Vice President
Edith C. Fejeran, Secretary
Benjamin B. Seman, Treasurer

Board Members

Frank M. Camacho
Felipe Ty. Fejeran
Joseph C. Atalig .
Frank M. Leon Guerrero

Rep. Rosiky F. Camacho
Rep. Herman T. Palacios -

UST ...

Continued from page 4

the USEPA administrator will
not extend the deadline,”
Garces said.

She added that during the past
quarter there had beena lot of activity
by businesses in replacing or closing
down the substandard USTs. The
deadline was forexisting and operat-
ing tanks. USTs can be placed any-
where throughout the year.

Walter Leon Guerrero, an Envi-
ronmental Health Specialist for
GEPA  explained that Guam follows
federal regulations because it does

not have its own. -

The USEPA enforces the US
regulations and GEPA acts as the
“eyes and ears” for USEPA.

“GEPA can note and report viola-
tions, but we have no authority tofine
because it is not within our jurisdic-
tion,” said Leon Guerrero.

However, USEPA inspectors can
inspect the tanks at any time without
notice and will cite and fine those
whoare not in compliance with UST
guidelines.

Local USTownerswhohaveques-
tions regarding this matter can con-
tact the GEPA Solid and Hazardous
Waste ManagementProgramat475-
1605.

GTA. ..

Continued from page 4

At the turn of the century when
the date changes from 1999 to
2000, there are concerns that these
systems will fail to recognize the
millennial change, thereby erro-
neously assuming “00” to be
“1900,” not “2000.”

GTA’sprecautionary measures

are geared toward the fact that
almost every sector of Guam’s
economy and government de-
pends upon the telecommunica-
tions system.

Arriola said the telecommuni-
cations network is a complex and
interdependent web  and
GovGuam and the private sector
must work together to ensure that
everything runs smoothly during
the millennium change.

O students . ..

Continued from page 6

management ways.

The project was undertaken in
coordination with the Northern
Marianas College’s (NMC) Ag-
ricultural and Life Science (ALS)
program.

Mathis said CUC did hot spent
on the project which was done
through its ongoing Water Edu-
cation andTraining (WET)
project.

The project is meant to inform
CNMI residents about the dwin-
dling water resources Saipan has
and the conservation efforts that
they can do to alleviate water
shortage problems.

The NMC, Mathis said, paid
for the poster’'s mass-printing
which cost $3,000.

There were no cash prizes for
the participants.

‘Dededo . ..

Continued from page 6

They were wearing white T-
shirts over their heads as masks
and on their bodies.

A full description of the third
suspect was not obtained. The
case remains open and the police
are still investigating the case.

If you have any information
you may call the Guam Police
Departmentat 472-8911 or Crime
Stoppers at 477-HELP.

3 robbed . ..

Continued from page 8

green camoflauged clothing.

If you have any information
about this case you may call the
Guam Police Department at 472-
8911 or Crime Stoppers at 477-
HELP.

Marshalls . . .

Continued from page 13

after the February hearings, but it
clearly will increase the cost of
cleanups well beyond that for
cleaning to the 100 millirem stan-
dard proposed by the opponents
of the EPA limit.

It will also affect a U.S-sup-
ported cleanup program at
Rongelap Atoll, which is provid-
ing $45 million needed to clean
the island toa 100 millirem safety
level.

“If the cost is really high (to
clean the islands to a 15 millirem
level), that’s just the way it is,”

Pevec said.

The DOE was arguing that
money could be better spent on
other developments, but that’snot
the issue here, Pevec said.

The issue, he said, is fair rental
value for denial of use of the is-
lands and restoring the islands to

full and unrestricted use by using

the same standards that the U.S.
uses to protect its own citizens.
Pevec noted that the U.S. was
paying $227 billion to cleanup
sites in the U.S. that were con-
taminated by radiation, and
pointed out that the U.S. tests in
the Marshalls had 100 times the
yield of all the tests conducted at
the Nevada Test Site in the U.S.

Guam ...

Continued frorn page 7

southern district crews also par-
ticipated in the Clinton visit, in-
stalling a total of 31 lines to cover
the areas where the President vis-
ited while on island, including
one line at Tiyan Air Tower, ninc
lines at Government House, two
at Civil Defense for the media and
19 lines at the Adelup reception
line.

GTA cellular also had its share
of work. GT A representatives acti-
vated 80 cellular accounts for the
White House Communications
Agency beginning Nov. | uptothe
day of the President’s arrival.

Allin all, Arriola said it was a
rewarding experience for every-
one involved in the project. And
to top it off, GTA realized badly
needed revenue from the
President’s visit,

“They all paid forourservices,”
Arriola said.
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Senate . . .

Continued from page 2

senator, said, “For the good of our

nation, there must be no deal in-
volving the White House or any
entity beyond the ... U.S. Senate.”

Gore, a senator from 1985-91,

' said, "I do hope that the United

States Senate will rise to this mo-
ment, as it so often does, to be the
voice of reason, deliberation and
healing that America needs.”

“I hope the Senate will, there-
fore, forge a fair bipartisan com-
promise to end this matter
promptly and to end it in a way
that will respect the will and the
wisdom of the American people,”
he said.

During the House impeachment
proceedings, presidential aides
looked to make the case for cen-
sure through surrogates and openly

attacked the inquiry as partisan
and illegitimate. Now, the White
Houseisopenly lobbying for cen-
sure.

Officials in the White House
legislative affairs office were con-
tacting key Senate players, trying
to see where each senator stood.

Presidential aides and outside
advisers said they expected
George Mitchell, the former Sen-
ate majority leader who has been
advising the White House infor-
mally, to play a larger role in
contacting senators.

And the White House is likely
to rely on other figures seen as
“elder statesmen” to make the
case, the officials said.

Two former presidents, Gerald
Ford and Jimmy Carter, argued
for censure ina New York Times
op-ed piece Monday in which they
suggested that Clinton publicly
acknowledge lying under oath.

Part of the deal would prevent a
future prosecution of Clinton.

One adviser said the White House
was watching to see if there were
any senators willing to reach outto
Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr
_whowould havetobe partof such
a deal _ to see whether he would
agree not to indict the president
when he leaves office.

Clinton’s lawyers have stead-
fastly refused to allow Clinton to
admit to anything that might risk

* future prosecution for perjury.

The president received some
unexpected help in seeking a cen-
sure deal from four House Re-
publicans who voted forimpeach-
ment.

Reps. Sherwood Boehlert and
Benjamin Gilman of New York,
Mike Castle of Delaware and Jim
Greenwood of Pennsylvania
wrote Lott: “We urge you to
allow the Senate to considerstrong

censure as a remedy. We are not
convinced, and do not want our
votes interpreted to mean that we
view removal from office as the
only reasonable conclusion of this
case.”

Congressional officials, .speak-
ingon conditionof anonymity, said
Republicans arereviewing whether
the new Congress will have to vote
anew on the appointment of House
managers to press the case for
impeachment in the Senate.

The Republicans will hold a
narrower majority, 223-211, with
one Democratic-leaning indepen-
dent.

If, as expected, outgoing
Speaker Newt Gingrich does not
take the oath of office for a new
term, the majority would be re-
duced even further, leaving the
outcome of a vote on any im-
peachment-related matters
somewhat unpredictable.

BOE. ..

Continued from page 1

foressential educational services,
such as teacher contracts and edu-
cational materials.

The commissioner assured the
teachers present in the board meet-
ing Monday night thateverything
will provided uniil the end of the
school year.

But the PSS, Inos said, has to
get some funding again to keep
the system back on track until
September 1999.

The commissioner also noted
that PSS will not be filling up the
essential vacant positions due to
budget contraints.

PSS staff from the Central Of-
fice will be tasked to fill up the
vacant teaching positions so as
not todisrupt the classes in public
schools.

PSS Acting Education Special-
ist Rita Sablan said most of the
personnel from the Central Of-
fice are certified teachers.

DPL. ..

Continued from page 1

She said permit holders who
have observed government’s
regulations onthe actual construc-
tion of houses may be lined up
before BPL for deeds.

On the other hand, Morisheta
said those who have failed to build

houses in their homestead lots
“will be dealt with accordingly.”

There are now 2,000 land deed
helders, 1,000 homestead permit
holders and 3,000 homestead ap-
plicants of which around 700 are
classified as thirdpriority, orthose
who are off-island.

The bulk of permit holders is in
Kagman III, Dandan, and As
Matuis.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio, living
up to his campaign promise, has
vowed to work on the opening of
new homestead sites and expe-
dite processing of homestead ap-
plicants’ documents.

Tenorio, shortly after officially
being sworn into office, an-
nounced that about 750 home-
stead lots will be issued before the
year ends.

RFP. ..

Continued from page 1

Reyes added that though the
government, at present, lacks $19
million in local funds “we can
always figure out how to find
additional funds,” adding that the
CNMI is allowed the put up
matching funds per project.

“But there is a limitation on the
availability of the federal grants,
soit’s really important to kick off
some of these projects,” he said.

The administration’s CIP mas-
ter plan covers fiscal years 1996-

2002, and lists projects that will
be funded by $77 million in fed-
eral grants and an equal amount
of local matching monies for a
total of $154 million.

The proposed Saipan projects
would include water catchment
and road improvements, construc-
tion of a new high school and
completion of the Marianas High
School’s gymnasium.

For Tinian, projects listed as
priority involve the construction
of a new solid waste landfill, a
new health center and a new po-
lice station, and airport, road and

drainage improvements.

Rota’s projects include road
improvements, expansion of the
health center, construction of a
new public library, seaport and
airport improvements.

Chaired by the governor’s
special advisor for finance and
budget, Michael S. Sablan, the
CIP task force was assisted by
a technical support team that
includes the Honolulu Engi-
neer District, US Army Corps
of Engineers and Group 70
International, Planning Con-
sultants.

Tenorio . . .

Continued from page 1

tation expenses should only be
incurred by government officials
for entertaining government
auests from outside the CNMI.
LaMotte said past and ongoing
audits of official representation
expenses have been subject to
abuse due to absence of estab-
lished policies and procedures.
“Even when 1 took office, |
authorized some of my staff and |
had it in writing that they are

allowed to entertain our guests
from other countries. (But) Lsup-
port any (move to have guide-
lines). We have no intention of
abusing the entertainment ac-
count,” Tenorio added.

Under the FY 799 $1.3 million
official representation budget, the
Office of thc Governor gets
$1,054,100.

The First Senatorial District of
Rota, the second highest budgeted
forthe said account, has $127,000
worth of official representation
money.

Five other government agen-

cies, including the Office of the
CNMI Representative to Wash-
ington D.C. and the judicial
branch, get a budget which range
from $20,000 to $34.000.

LaMotte specified that official
representation money was being
charged forfood. drinksand other
expenses incurred in agency in-
ternal meetings orconferences, in
entertaining other CNMI govern-
ment officials and employces,
meetings with prospective ven-
dors, and in office parties.

The OPA chief added that the
said money was also being

charged for donations and spon-
sorship of sports teams.

“These types of expenses ben-
cfit government officials and
employees and not the public.”
said LaMotte.

In related news, Tenorio said
his administration is keeping track
of OPA’s recommendations to
improve the government’s ser-
vices and operations.

He added that his Cabinet
members and the Attorney
General’s Office are currently
reviewing the reports released
by the OPA.

Committee . . .

Continued from page 1

Forbes said.

The committee also questioned
the use of deputized volunteer
voterregistrars, who are normally
recommended by Guam’s politi-
cal parties.

The committeec was concerned
about training of the registrars,
and their ability to reject voter

" applications.

The committee testified that in
the past, a voter registrar who
registered an illegal voter was re-
moved, and his name forwarded
to the Attorney General's office,

However, Blaz said there were
no voters whose applications to
register were rejected this year.

The hearing was the first of a
two-part series. Forbes said he
will conduct before the inaugura-
tiononJan. 4. The next hearing is
setfor 10a.m. next Tuesday inthe
legislative public hearing room.

Commission member Doug
Moylan offered several sugges-
tions throughout the hearing, the
first of which was met with nods
of approval.

“] think it might be a good idea
to eliminate the volunteer voter
registrar altogether,” Moylan said.

“Ithink that’sanexcellentidea,”
Forbes said.

Forbes said after going through
the testimonies, there will be a
need to make sweeping changes
and a probable need to rewrite the
Guam Code Annotated on elec-

tions.

“If it’s that easy to register to
vote when you 're noteligible, then
something needs to be done,”
Forbes said.

2 and 3 bedroom concrete, Air-conditioned, Executive homes for rent.
50 foot swimming pool, free power and water.

Located on Capital Hill with a wonderful view of Managaha Island, the

harbor lagoon, and exquisite sunsets. Serious inquiries only '

322-3685 9:00AM - 6:00PM

idn’t get your paper today?

On Guam call: (671) 649-4678
or E-mail us at : yas@gtepacifica.net

-{ thercof will not constitute ground for any

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTI OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS
Bank of Guam,

Plaintiff,

-V-
Guillermina C. Cepeda,
Defendant.
Civil Action No. 96-68%
FIRST AMENDED
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pur-
suant to an Order issued by the Court in this
matter on November 20, 1997, 1 will sell, at
public auction, to the highest bidden on the
terms and conditions st forth hereinbelow, all
of the right, title, and interest of Defendant in
and 1o the following property: Lot 265 T 06,
situated in Tinian, Northern Mariana Islands,
as more particularly described on Drawing/
Cadastral Plat No. 265 T 00, the original of
which was registered 22 October 1976 as
Document No. 5643 at the Land Registry,
Saipan.
Date, Time and Place of Sale. The sale will
be held on Wednesday, December 30, 1998,
al the hour of 1:00 p.m., at the law offices of
White, Pierce, Mailman & Nutting Joeten
Susupe, Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands.
The sale will be open to the gencral public.

Inspection of Property. It is the responsi-
bility of cach bidder to inspect the property.
Failure to inspect the property or any portion

claim, adjustment, or rescission by any buyer.
Warranties and Covenants. All property
listed for sale in this Notice will be sold in its
current condition, and at its currenit location.
The sale will be held without any warranties
or covenants whatsoever, whether express or
implied, including but not limited to warran-
ties of title, merchantability, and/or fitness for
any purpose whatsoever, all of which warran-
ties and covenants are hereby expressly dis-
claimed. Neither the undersigned nor the
Plaintiff may give any warranty or covenant,
express or implicd, with respect to the prop-
erty listed for sale in this Notice, Neither the
undersigned nor the Plaintift shall be liable
for the quality of the property listed for sale in
this Notice, or for any fault or defect in the
description thereof. Buyers shall not be en-
titled to rescission, damages, or any other rem-
edy on account thereof.

Conducl of Sale.

a. Reserve. The auction sale may be held
with reserve, The reserve price on any prop-
erty offered for sake may or may not be dis-
closed to bidders, in the sole discretion of the
undersigned.

b. Rights_and duties of auctionger, Con-
sistent with the laws. customs. and usages ol
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands governing auctions sales, the under-

signed shall have the following rights and du-
tics in conducting the auction sake: () 1o with-
draw the property listed tor sale in this Notice
before sale or before a bid for such property is
accepted: (2) to adjourn the sale without no-
lice at any time before any specific property
is struck oft, without incurring any liability
whatsoever thereby; and (3) to reject. on be-
half of the seller. any or all bids, for any rea-
son.

¢. Bids. Bids may be submitted in advance
for any or all of the property listed in this No-
tice. The highest of such bids will automati-
cally be considered the opening bid for the
item. Advance bids may be submitted only in
writing, signed by the bidder, and delivered
to the law offices of White, Pieree, Mailman

& Nutting, Joeten Center, Susupe, Saipan,
Northern Mariana Islands. The bidder assumes
all risk of non-detiveny, late delivery. or mis-
delivery of hids. Any person. including the

Plainaiff, may bid in person at the auction sale,
whether or not such person has submitted an
advance bid.

d. Disputes. The undersigned may resub-
mit any property listed in this Notice it a dis-
pute arises as to any bid thereon.
Enforcement of Auction Sale,

@, Deposit. Every successful bidder shall
pay 1o the undersigned a deposit of ten per-
cent (10%) of the purchase price immediately
after the sale is consummated. Payment shall
be in cash or by certitied cheek. The balance
must be paid to the Plaintitt, in care of White,
Picree, Mailman & Nutting, within three (3)
days from the date of sale, in cash or by certi-
fied check. 1f the batance is not so paid, Plain-
1 will retain the deposit as liquidated dam-
ages, and will again offer the property for sale.

. b. Memorandum of Sale, If requested by
the undersigned. every successtul bidder must
sign a Memorandum of Sale, immediately af-
ter the sale of any property is struck off at auc-
tion

¢. Court Approval Required, Every sale is
subject to approval by the Court. The auction-
cer makes no warrantics or promises with re-
spect to court approval of the sale, including
but not limited to the time in which such ap-
proval may be granted. No delay in the grant-
ing of court approval shall be ground for any
claim, adjustment, or rescission by any suc-
cesstul bidder. The successlul bidder will be
promptly notificd if and when court approval
is granted.

Change of Termis and Conditions. The un-
dersigned and the Plaintift reserve the right to
change any of the terms hereof by announce-
ment, written or oral, made betore the auction
sale or at the commencement thereof, and such
change or changes, by virtue of this clause,
shall be binding on all bidders by construc-
tive notice.

DATED, this 19th day of November, 1998,

_(‘)!f_ic_:e_a hours: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. _ °
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DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publicaﬁo_n

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us
il | irmmediately fo make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety
§| News and Views is responsible only for one incorect insertion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time.

. Job Vacan'Cy: B
- Announcement

PUBLIC NOTICE

All interested resident workers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qualified and available.
For further assistance,
‘ please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at J

Tel. 664-2078.

01 AUTOBODY REPAIRER-Sai-
ary:53.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: ROLAND A. AIZON / GEN-
ERAL AUTO REPAIR SHOP dba J.H.
Enterprises Tel. 234-6710(12/
30)wW29261

01 NIGHT AUDITOR-Salary:$3.25-3.95
per hour

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Tel. 234-
6412(12/30)W76033

02 ASSISTANT RESTAURANT MAN-
AGER-Salary:$3.50-5.00 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:51,000.00-1,800.00 per month
Contact: HOTEL NIKKO SAIPAN, INC.
Tel. 322-3311(12/30)W76037

01  MECHANIC-Salary:$600.00-
1,500.00 per month
Contact: EDWIN & BIG BOY MARINE
SPORTS, INC. dba Big Boyz Il Tel. 235-
2690(12/30)W29266

25 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour
04 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 MARKETING MANAGER-Sal-
ary:5600.00 bi-weekly
Contact: COMMONWEALTH GAR-
MENT MFG., INC. Tel. 234-7550(12/
30)W29268

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: JRP ENTERPRISES, INC. Tel.
234-6614(12/30)W29270

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:5634.40 per month

Plus $150.00 monthly for housing & food
allowance

Contact: MICRONESIA MEDIA DIS-
TRIBUTORS INC. dba Bestseller Tel.
235-7612(12/30)W29271

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: GREGORIO B. & NATALIAM.
MAGOFNA dba M.C.M. Snack Bar Tel.
234-8282(12/30)W29272

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MR. & MRS. FELIPE SN.
CAMACHO  Tel.
30)w29273

322-1417(12/

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 STOCK CONTROL CLERK-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

01 SALES SUPERVISOR-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: NAINA ENTERPRISES INC.
dba Roshis Variety Store Tel. 234-
6533(12/30)W29274

01 COMPUTER OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

01 COMPUTER SPECIALIST-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC PRINTING PRESS,
INC. Tel. 233-1917(12/30)W29275

04 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.10 per hour
01 MASON-Salary:$3.10 per hour

01 DRAFTSMAN-Salary:$5.80 per hour
Contact: JESSIE A. ARIZALA dba Sys-
tem Services Co. Tel, 234-5334(12/
23)W29199

A3 45 4

01 GROUND KEEPER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: GLORIA T. MATIAS dba
Gloria's Lawn Care Tel. 322-6162(12/
23)wW29187

01 A/C TECHNICIAN-Salary:53.05 per
hour

01 A/C TECHNICIAN-Salary:$3.50 per
hour

Contact: GONZALO V. PANGELINAN
JR. dba Pacific Airconditioning & Refrig-
eration Tel. 234-9267(12/23)W29188

01 AUTOMOTIVE PAINTER-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: CEM MANAGEMENT dba
Rajamsbelle Auto Parts and Service Tel.
235-8656(12/23)W29190

01 GROUNDSKEEPER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,200.00
per month

Contact: SAIPAN PLANT CENTER,
INC. Tel. 235-4710(12/23)W75966

06 WAITRESS-(REST.)-Salary:$3.05
per hour

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-BLDG.-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: J.E.T. HOLDING COMPANY
dba Saipan Bowling Center Tel. 234-
7931(12/23)W75968

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: RANNI'S CORP. dba Hong
Wan Rest. Tel. 233-7259(12/
23)W29193

02 MASON-Salary:S$3.05 per hour
Contact: EMILIO P. QUIATCHON SR.
dba EQ Construction Tel. 234-8827(12/
23)W29194
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$850.00-
1,075.00 per month

Contact: RITA C. CABRERA dba
Cabrera Center Tel. 235-9898(12/
23)W29185

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.44 per
hour

02 MECHANIC AUTOMOBILE-Sal-
ary:$3.44 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER BLDG.-
Salary:53.05-4.13 per hour

01 ARCHITECT-Salary:$538.24 bi-
weekly

Contact: GRACE CHRISTIAN ACAD-
EMY Tel. 322-3320(12/23)W75969

01 SPORTS INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:51,000.00-1,375.00 per month
Housing allowance $450.00/gas S50

Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT,

INC. (12/23)W29196

01 OPERATIONS MANAGER-Sal-
ary:51,050.00-1,800.00 per month
Contact: BLACK MICRO CORPORA-
TION Tel. 234-6800(12/30)W7604 1
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.00 per
hour
Contact: NO KA Ol TERMITE & PEST
CONTROL (SAIPAN), INC. Tel. 322-
2847(12/30)W29278
01 MASON-S8alary:$3.50 per hour
Contact: BAE INHWA dba B & P, INC./
Smart Furniture Co. Tel. 287-7007(12/
30)W29276
01 AUDIT (ASSISTANT)-Salary:$14.90
per hour .
01 AUDIT (ASSISTANT)-Salary:$15.87
per hour
01 AUDIT (ASSISTANT)-Salary:$15.38
per hour
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$11.54 per
hour
01 AUDIT {(MANAGER)-Sal-
ary:55,500.00 per month
Contact: DELOITTE & TOUCHE Tel.
322-7337(12/30)W76032

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JARIDON INCORPORATED
Tel. 235-2158(12/30)W29280

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: K.J.S. INCORPORATED Tel.
235-7621(12/30)W29282

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Satary:$3.05 per hour
Contact; S.T.R. CO., LTD. Tel. 235-
7621(12/30)W29283

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour .
Contact: MARTIN A. MANGLONA Tel.
235-8436(12/23)W29198

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

0t BARTENDER-Salary:5650.00 per
month

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: PHILIPPINE GOQDS, INC.
dba Folk Pub Disco Tel. 234-6485(12/
23)W75971

01 HOUSEKEEPER CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JAIME G. AGLIPAY/GOOD
SAMARITAN dba Cocktail Bar/Karaoke
Tel. 234-1118(1/6)W29365

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.50-
4.00 per hour

01 BUS CLEANER-Salary:$3.05-4.00
per hour

Contact: STS ENTERPRISES, INC. tel.
235-3760(1/6)W29366

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: K.C. POON'S INC. dba Poon’s
Restaurant Tel. 234-6907(1/6)W29364

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$700.00 per
month

Contact: R.J.A. INCORPORATION dba
Dina’s Hair Design Tel. 233-3462(1/
6)W29363 )

02 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:53.05-3.60 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-tchi Hotel Tel. 234-
6412(1/6)W76208

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$800.00-3,500.00 per month
Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION
dba Corail Ocean Point Resort Club Tel.
234-7000(1/6)W76206

03 COOK-Salary:$3.15 per hour
Contact: ROWENA L. O’'CONNOR dba
K’'s Dimsum & Noodle House Tel. 234-
5684(1/6)W76211

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE (RE-
PAIRER)-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: HUBLIN INVESTMENT COR-
PORATION dba Hublin Apartments Tel.
235-0526(1/6)W29357

01 FIRST-AID ATTENDANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: UNITED INTERNATIONAL
CORPORATION Tel. 235-6888(1/
B)W29359

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: MIDWEST TRADING COR-
PORATION dba Kareena's Retail Tel.
235-8752(1/6)W29360

02 (H.E.) OPERATOR EQUIPMENT-
Salary:$3.00-5.00 per hour-

Contact: FAS MOVING & STORAGE
Tel. 322-6587(1/6)W29361

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: D&S CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Tel. 234-6397(1/6)W29370

01 CAMERA OPERATOR-Salary:$6.25
per hour

01 (SCUBA DIVING) SPORTS IN-
STRUCTOR-Salary:$5.00-7.50 per
hour

Contact: MARIANA SPORT CLUB, INC.
Tel. 233-0670(1/6)W29372

45 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour

04 IRONER (PRESSER) MACHINE-
Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour
01 OPERATIONS ASSISTANT MAN-
AGER-Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour

04 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour
10 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour
10 IRONER (PRESSER)-Salary:$3.05-
3.60 per hour

20 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour

30 TRIMMER-Salary:$3.05-3.60 per
hour

05 IRONER (PRESSER) MACHINE-
Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour

15 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour

05 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05-3.60 per hour
Contact: MICHIGAN, INC. Tel. 234-
9555(1/6)W29362

01 STENOGRAPHER-Salary:$4.00-
10.00 per hour

Contact: JOE HILL dba Hill Law Offices
Tel. 234-6806(1/6)W29371

Shell Station Susupe
DNE BIVICE Representative
'\ )
Applicants shouldl have customer service skills, speak
& write english. Have hasic math skills & a good work
ethic.  Applications available at
Shell Marianas Tel. 287-7037 » 235-5028

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pleose be informed that the
Raffle Drawing scheduled on
December 20 at the As Terlagje
Hills (infront of Water Tank)
Marianas College - Green
House, ai56:00pm was
re-scheduled on February 14,
1999, Sunday at 10:00am,
same place. :

Sony forthe inconvenience.

ot Covivn Tesnt
Soser? Lok

IMMEDIATELY NEEDED
VACANCY
FOR LOCAL HIRE ONLY

SECRETARY

High School Graduate or Equivalent.

Two (2) to Four (4) years experience as secretary.

Must have the knowledge in computer (Microsoft Word & Excel).
Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.

PLEASE APPLY IN PERSON DURING OFFICE HOURS, MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
(8:30-11:30 A M. & 1:00-4:30 PM.)

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE

Looking for long term land for lease
(4.9 hectars) without building located in
Marpi area between La Fiesta & Kan
Pacific Swimming Pool.

Please contact; 322-8155

2 or 3 bedrooms, Fully

Furnished house to rent.

Contact: Dave at
235-9574

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

WVWANTED
(01) Seamstress
PART-TIME
ILOCAL HIRE ONLY
$3.05 per hour
Contact: 234-3225

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Well maintained, Fully Furnished
2-Bedroom Apartment in San Antonio
+ Good Jocation » $650.00/month. Must
see to appreciate + Serious inquiries
only. For appointment to see,

call 235-0526 8:00am to 12:00 p.m.

Newly Built, | and 2 bedroom apartments
Located at Upper Navy Hill, Fully Furnished,
Air Conditioner on each room, 24 hour water,
All units on second floor, faundry facility

Contact: 322-3607 or page 236-1023 for more information

HOUSE FOR RENT

2 Bedrooms, Concrete,
Semi-Furnished
Located in As Lito
Call: 288-8138

2-Housing Units
- FOR RENT -
Located in ChinaTown
Suitable for Housing
up to 12 employees

24 hrs. water supply
Quiet place

Please inquire at
233-9298/9299
Ask for Cora

J Call: 322-1840 or 322-0309 for

FOR RENT

‘New. 2-Bedroom Apartiment Units
$500.00 per month,. ~ . * -
Across from Koblerville Elem. School
For more information contact:
2354341 (home) Call after 5:30 pm.
(Monday to Friday), or anytime during weekend,

|Apartment
| For Rent

| 15 1-Bedroom Apartment for

RENT_(Full furnished with
24-hour water; Emergency
generator; laundry facility;
swimming pool)

l Location: Marpi, Saipan

§ (2-minute walk to La Fie sta
g Mall; a minute drive to Mari nas
Country Club GOLF COUf SE).

more Information.

RFP NO. REP99-0020
FOR: MEDICAL CLAIMS REVIEWER
OPENING DATE: DEC. 30, 1998

HOURS (7:30 AM. TO 4:30 PM,).

PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY CNMI GOVERNMENT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

TIME: 4:30 PM.

GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R SABLA

THROUGH THE DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, ARE SOLICITIN[\(IE;
COMPETITIVE PROPOSALS TO QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS FOR MEDI-
CAL CLAIMS REVIEWER. INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS MAY PICK UP
PROPOSAL FORMS AND SPECIFICATIONS AT THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, LOWER BASE, SAIPAN, DURING WORKING

/S/HERMAN S. SABLAN
DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT & SUPPLY
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

| WHAT'S HAPPEUIG,
OACLE BOUTY 7

© 1937 by NEA. Inc

THIS LOOKS OKAY,
DOESN'T | T?

~ &
i

L= . 7
Garfield o by Jim Davis

l 11-9 SIAVI WD

LET ME CHECK MYy
DECADE -IN-A-GLANCE
APROINTMEUT BOC2

“OKAY"” POESN'T DO
THAT OUTFIT

tGMY Y B

KEHpalS 2091 wrisann &g pINGUID Y’

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz

GUESS WHO PUTS OFF
DOING HIS LAUONDRY AS
LONG A5 POSSIBLE?

D
AT O L Lot ._;

IO 20 n e e s

_CROSSWORD PUZZLER

SO HERE T AMRIDING
ON THE BACK OF MY MOMS
BICYCLE ON THE WAY TO

THE DRY CLEANERS..

MOM ALWAYS LIKES
TO RETURN THE
USED COAT HANGERS

SHE HATES IT
WHEN I DO THIS..

7-23

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 23, 1998
The coming week is sure to see all
types of individuals addressing vaui-
ous types of issues in ways that are
anything but routine and ordinary. In
every aspect of life this week, the
extraordinary is sure to reign. Noth-
ing will be in small measure because
the stars are exerting anew, subtle but
quite profound influence. All will be
reacting to it in ways that could not
have been anticipated. Some may
feelasif they were “starting over™ this
week, und indeed they are! Others
may feel as though they are covering
old ground with a new eye for detail,
and getting more done now than in
the past.

All should concentrate on the
subtleties of relationship this week. It
iseasytobeprofessional " intimesof
change, but there may be strain on
any type of personal interaction. It
may seemdifficultat first tocope, but
those who are sensitive to others
should have litte rouble.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
7) — You may want to use some of
your “oft time™ this week to get cer-
tain personal responsibilities taken
carcof. andoutof the spatlight. (Dec.
8-Dec. 22) — Though others may be
looking to you as the “expent,” you
muay feel as though you're on shaky
ground.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 6)
— You're more concemed at this
time with making ends meetthanyou
have been in the recent past. You
musteonsider moreoptionsthis week.
(Jan. 7-Jan. 19) — You're limiting
yourself unnecessarily this week.
You're more capable than you think
you are!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 3) —
You need a break from routine this
week, and a friend or loved one has
Justthe answer! Trust that this person
will not put you at risk. (Feb. 4-Feb.
18) — You'll have a chance to get
down to business with an old friend
this week, and heal old wounds.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 5) —
You have the chance to see things in
anew and valuable way this week —
provided you take a friend up on an
unexpected invitation, Be bold!
(March 6-March 20) — You’re go-
ing to want to know exactly where
you’re going by week’s end, so
keep your eyes open! ‘

ARIES {March 21-April 4) —
In some small way, you’ll be in-
troduced to something that has the
power to change your life. Take
care you don’t let yourself become
fearful. (April 5-April 19) — 1It’s
likely to be “visitor’s choice™ this
week, and you'll be the one to
weigh all the options.

TAURUS (April 20-May 5) —
There’s no telling for taste this
week. Youmay find yourselt clash-
ing with those around you., Com-
promise is sure to be the only solu-
tion. (May 6-May 20) — You're
fecling like trying something new
and foolish this week. but common
sense is sure 10 prevail.

GEMINI (May 21-June 6) —
You're wanting more from your
current situation, but you may not
know how to get il. This week is a
perfect time to explore and experi-
ment. (June 7-June 20) — Some-
onc is likely to come along this
week who has you thinking that
maybe you're not perfect after alll

CANCER (June 21-July 7) —
There are arrangements to bé made
all week long, and you'll want to be
sure that your priorities are in order.
Listen to reason when others speak.
(July 8-July 22) — A friend or loved
one is in a position of authority over
you this week, but only temporarily.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 7) — You
should be able to deal with the most
adverse circumstances this week,
thanks to a renewed sense of confi-
dence and a feeling you can do no
wrong. (Aug. 8-Aug. 22) — Your
competitive spiritislikely tokickin™
this week in great abundance. Don’t
get 100 aggressive!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 7) —
You'll be appreciative of all the
choices that are open to you this
week, but you might have some dit-
ficulty inmakingupyourmind! (Sept.
8-Sept. 22y —This is a good week to
get together with friends, but make
sureeveryone knows whatisreally at
stake!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 7) — Us-
ing words like "always™ and “never™
is unwise this week. There are so
many changes in the works that it’ll
be impossible for you to be certain of
anything. (Oct. 8-Oct. 22) — You'll
e in charge of getting certain things
in order for someone else to an un-
usual capacity.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov., 7) —
Fabrication is not advised this week.
Stick to the truth in all situations,
whether ornot you feel as though you
have the advantage. (Nov. 8-Nov.
21y — You can learn an important
lessonthis week by simply observing
how someone else deals with a pres-
sure situation,

ACROSS 39 Hanger-on
42 Faeroe .
1 Cutinto a Islands Answer to Previous Puzzle
checkered whirlwind
pattern 43 Prefix with PIEJAISERHIAI | |[REEMIA|IS
6 Off the — iliac ) OILIDIEEROITITISEOISIE
(abstaining) 45 George Takei PILIAITIEIS SIvVERAMITTT
13 kope o TIRIEIEMPIRIE[S]S
12 Fluffs the 46 Sgt.
hair 48 Diving birds EINIC|L|OISIEISIEOIN
14 Roman 55 50 Mal de — LITINIEIDERE[TICEMTIO|E
15 Mounains T e AINID/EICINAIL[F DY
17 Atiention- 53 Writes N/ABIDIOEMAIEIR|T]E
getting 55 Near EIGINSIW | INIDILIE]S
sound gg Shtortt sleep L[O[CTAlL EIRIGIO
18 Roman three otatoes
20 End 61 Chess AINJAREE Tl I \SIRIAE|L
23 From — — 2 pieces RIIIMB | IRIKISHEA} | [DIA
24 Shopping 62 Unfolds AITIEBNS! I IGIHEESILIEID
26 g?g,‘.,?; DOWN 8-19 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate
28 Price ID
29 Short in 1 Appetizer, for 5 Small 11 Ascend
duration some amounts 13 Halts
31 Inductance 2 NY. 6 Scale reading 16 — Walesa
units landmark (abbr.) 19 Poem by
33 Footless 3 Energy unit 7 Ekberg ID Homer
35 Take a boat (abbr.) 8 Hiatus 21 Commands
ride 4 Finnish 9 Greek peak to horses
36 Persuaded name 10 Cuddle up 22 Record of
events
1 P 6 7 9 10 25 Hare
constellation
n 12 i 27 Attempts
30 Central
14 i 1 7 32 Part of small
intestine
18 34 Art —
36 Poetry foot
Pz 5 37 Delicious
beverage
G T 38 Fall heavily
40 Frees from
mist
41 Injures
44 — —one
° i 47 Mr.
Preminger
2 49 Crackle
52 Yoko —
ST >0 54 Sault —
Marie
ST 5 57 Karras ID
58 Postscript
56 55 (abbr.)
i1 i 60 — garde

KidSp-t.

WGIFPUZZIER

2. Me, myself and

3. Dog's enemy

THE WAITER ASKED IF T WANTED
MY PIZ2A CUT INTO EIGHT OR
TEN PIECES, TO LEARN MY ANSWER,
FILLIN THE DEFINITIONS. WRITE Q
THE LETTERS IN THE PUZZLE'S
MATCHING NUMBERED BOXES.

1. The number after nine

by Dick Rogers|

0 1 1@

7 12
4. The number after seven

5. Opposite of messy

5

15 Z 3 4 14

g

41 =1 13

14 15 16 ”

© 1998 United Feature Synaicate, Ire /Oﬁi
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4602. POPCORN
and 160:. PEPSI

wih ficke! purchase ond this od. Expires 12/27/98.

ADAM SANDLER

WATERBOY

THE

Wed/Thu 7:30
Fri 3:00-5:15-7:30-9:45
Sat 12:45-3:00-5:15-7:30-9:45
Sun 12:45-3:00-5:15-7:30

o
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Denver Broncos in slump

By STEVEN WINE
MIAMI (AP) _ The Miami Dol-
phins are in the U.S. National
Football League playoffs. and the
Denver Broncos are in a slump.

Dan Marino dominated in his
first matchup against John Elway
since 1985, throwing for 355 vards
and four touchdowns to lead Mi-
ami past Denver 31-21 Monday
night.

Miami (10-5) clinched the final
AFC playoff berth as a wild-card
entry. giving the AFC East four
teams in postseason. The Bron-
cos (13-2). who were unbeaten
and looked unbeatable two weeks
ago. lost their second game in a
rOW.

“When you play a team like
Denver. you've gottoscore every
opportunity you get because they
have a lot of firepower,” Marino
said. "We knew everybody had to
play well for us to win because
they 're the best team in the
league.”

The Broncos had little incen-
tive because they had already
clinched the home-field advan-
tage throughout the AFC play-
offs. Their loss to the New York
Giants last week dashed the tanta-
lizing prospect of an unbeaten
Denver team playing in Miami,
where the 1972

Dolphins are revered forachiev-
ing the NFL's only perfect sea-

McGwire’s 70th HR
ball up for auction

NEW YORK (AP) — Mark McGwire s 70th home run ball — one
of the most sought-after in U.S. baseball history — will be auctioned

off.

McGwire’s record-setting ball and Hank Aaron’s 755th home run
ball were added to five other baseballs from the past season’s home

run derby. all to be sold by Guernsey s Auction House in Manhattan

onlJan. 12.

Aaron’s 755th ball was caught 22 years ago at Milwaukee’s
County Stadium. by then Brewers groundskeeper Richard Amdt.
Until now, Arndt has turned down many offers to sell the ball signed
by Aaron. whose final home run set the career record in 1976.

"The Guernsey’s catalog for the sale features color photos of each
ball and historical anecdotes from the most famous home runs in

history.

McGwire’s 70 home runs broke Roger Maris’ 37-year-old single-

season record of 61.

Japanese sprinter Koji Ito (right) . eas the award for the most
outstanding athlete of the 13th AsiarrGames, from Samsung President
Yoon Jong-Yong during the closing ceremony in Bangkok Sunday. Ito
won three gold medals and set an Asian record in the 100 meters. Ap

son.
Miami fell behind 10-0 before
Marino threw scoring passes of 9,
56 and 17 yards to Lamar Tho-
mas, who came into the game
with just seven touchdowns in a
six-year career. Marino then hit
Oronde Gadsden with an 8-yard
scoring pass for a 28-13 lead.
The Dolphins’ defense did the
rest. Elway, playing in Miami for
the first time in his 16-year ca-

reer, completed only 13 of 36
passes for 151 yards and was in-
tercepted twice inthe fourth quar-
ter.

Marino went 23-for-38 and sur-
passed 3,000 yards passing for
the 13th season, an NFL record.

Denver’s Terrell Davis man-
aged just 29 yards in 16 carries,
leaving him 170 yards shy of
2,000.

The Broncos scored on a kick-

off return for the first time since
1972 on Vaughn Hebron’s 95-
yard runback with eight minutes
left, and Bubby Brister’s two-
point conversion pass to Ed
McCaffrey made the score 28-21.

But a 42-yard field goal by the
Dolphins’ Olindo Mare with 1:10
left clinched the win.

Denver’s Jason Elam kicked
field goals of 52 and 44 yards but
missed a 43-yarder.

-

Arizona Cardinals QB
Plummer gets $29.7M

PHOENIX (Reuters) — The Atri-
zonaCardinalsrewardedquarterback
Jake Plummer with a new four-year
contract worth $29.7 million, includ-
ing a record signing bonus of $15
million, the NFL club announced on
Monday.

Plummer, who has engineered
eightcome-from-behind winsintwo
years and has the Cardinals poised to
make the playoffs, becomes one of
the highest-paidplayersinthe league.

“This is the 1998 Cardinal Christ-
mas present to our fans,” Cardinals
president Bill Bidwill told a news

conference.

Plummer will earn $7.425 million
peryear, which places him second in
annualsalarytoSan Francisco 49ers
Pro Bow! quarterback Steve
Young, who signed a six-year
contract worth $45 million last
season, an average of $7.5 mil-
lion per year.

The $15 million signing bonus
eclipses the previous .high of
$12.99 million given to Pro Bowl
comnerback Deion Sanders by the
Dallas Cowboys.

According to agent Leigh

Steinberg, Plummer will receive
salaries of $2 million in 1999, $3
million in 2000, $4 million in
2001 and $5.7 million in 2002 in
addition to the bonus.

Known as‘‘Jake the Snake” forhis
elusiveness, Plummer has the Car-
dinals on the brink of advancing
to the playoffs for the first time
since the strike-shortened 1982
season.

The hometown hero starred at
Arizona State before he was se-
lected in the second round of the
1997 draft.

Rise in baseball salaries
slows to 19.0 percent

By RONALD BLUM
NEW YORK (AP) - The in-
crease in U.S. baseball salaries
slowedto4.7 percent in 1998, and
the Baltimore Orioles displaced
the New York Yankees from the
top spot for the first time since
1993.

The average salary this year
was dlrs 1,398,831, according
to final figures released Mon-
day by the U.S. Major League
Baseball Players Association,

up from dirs 1,336,609 last
year.

This year’s increase is con-
siderably less than the 19.3 per-

cent jump in 1997. Baltimore, which
stumbled to a 79-83 record and a
fourth-place finish in the American
League East, set a record for team
average at $ 2,761,464, breaking
the previous mark of § 2,303,437
set by the 1997 Yankees.

New York, which won the
World Series for the second time
in three seasons, had the second-
highest average atdlrs 2,229,945,
followed by Texas ($2,108,505),
Atlanta ($ 2,007,665), the New
York Mets ($ 1,959,971) and the
National League champion San Di-
ego Padres ($ 1,895,756).

All eight postseason teams were

among the top 14. Texas soared to
third in the salary standings from
13thin 1997 while the Mets jumped
to fifth from 15th, The Cubs, who
won the NL wild card, increased
from 19th to 11th and the Astros,
who won the NL Central, went
from 22nd to 14th.

Florida, which won the World
Series title in 1997, dropped
fromfifthat$ 1,793,766 to 28th
at $ 462,381 fcllowing an un-
precedented payroll purge.

The Chicago White Sox
dropped from seventh to 17th
and Cincinnati fell from 16th to
26th.

Boxing . ..

Continued from page 32

for. the FX network. He has no
contract with FX and is open to
any offers, he said.

Lane, 2 former Nevada district
attorney and district judge, alsois
host of a syndicated television

series, "Judge Mills Lane,” which
has been renewed for a second
season.

Lane said he also would like to
be appointed as a member of the
Nevada State Athletic Commis-
sion, which regulates boxing in
the state.

*I look forward to doing color
commentating, which [ have en-

joyed, and to involve myself in
other aspects of boxing,” he said.

His career as a referee began in
1964, but was sidetracked for three
years while he attended law
school.

SSA. ..

Continued from page 32

Little . ..

Continued from page 32

The Caribbean will have their
region.

The United States will double
up their teams with four in the US
Pool and four in International
Pool.

Accordingtoapressrelease the
expansion is needed to accom-
modate the growing number of

youngsters, throughout the world,

playing little league baseball.

The site.of the World Series,
Williamsport, Pennsylvania will
also see the construction of a new
baseball stadium.

Howard J. Lomade Stadium is
the present site of the baseball
series. It has an in-stadium seat-
ing capacity of 10,000. The ter-
race lawn can accommodate an
additional 35,000 fans.

The new proposed-stadium is
expected to cost $6.5M.

be able to assist our players, said
Ngiraidis.

Referring back to the local soft-
ball season.

“The SSA will like to extend a
very Happy Holidays to all the
members, players, and fans dur-
ing these past months. Without
their support the SSA would not
be able to function as well as 1t
does. Thope that we (SSA) have
provided the entertainment that
all of you deserve, concluded
Ngiraidis.
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O’Meara gets 2 major wins

By DOUG FERGUSON
ORLANDO, Florida (AP) —

. Mark O’Meara is no longer just

the middle-age man who lives
next door.
Graying around the edges,

French soccer player Zinedine Zidane smiles with his Golden Ball

slightly balding on the top,
O’Meara did not fit the prototype
of the new face of golfin 1998. He
was a career grinder, with 14 wins
in 18 years. His contribution to
the game was thought to be merely

trophy, France Football magazine’s prestigious player of the year

award, Monday in Paris. ap

NBA season opener
nowhere in sight

By JEFF GOODMAN
NEW YORK (AP) — Karl
Malone called the National Bas-
ketball Association’s latest offer
“fair” and “decent.” Patrick Ewing
disagrees, and many other play-
ers are standing with him.

“That deal is the same deal
we’vebeen going over forthe last
two or three weeks — maybe
even longer,” the New York
Knicks star and union president
said. .

Malone was referring to anine-
page letterthe league sent toplay-
ers on Thursday, outlining the
owners’ concessions.

“They haven’t changed their
positionone iota. All they did was
make the numbers look great, but
it’s not a good deal,” Ewing said.

The players’ association nego-
tiating committee held aninternal
meeting Monday, with about 125
players listening in on a confer-
ence call, The players gave union
director Billy Hunter their
thoughts should the sides meetin
the near future.

Monday marked the ninth day
since the lastround of bargaining,
and players continue to lose dirs
50 million a week in salaries as
the lockout drags on. No new
talks are scheduled, with com-

‘missioner David Stern on vaca-

tion.

If adeal isn’treached soon, the
entire season will be scrapped.
Stem has steadfastly refused to
sdy when it will be toolate to save
the season.

The league and the playersare
trying todetermine how to divide
about $2 billion in annual rev-
enues.

Sonics center Jim Mcllvaine
was among those who attended
the union meeting in New York.
He sided with Ewing,.

“We came out on this
moming’s meeting the same,”
Mclivaine said at an event in
Harlem where he and Ewing
handed out Christmas presents to
underprivileged children. Knicks
teammates Herb Williams, John
Starks and Marcus Camby also
attended.

“We justwanted to clarify some
things. There’s alotof stumbling
blocks in order to make the deal
and. the big-one is control,”
Mcllvaine said.

He added that Malone's ver-
sion of adjustment may not be the
same as everyone else’s.

“That could be a presidential
definition of ‘tweak,"” Mcllvaine
added. “Tweak' for him could
mean a major modification for
someone else.”

a steady influence on his neigh-
bor, Tiger Woods. ‘
Meet the new bully of Isleworth,
the central Florida home to the
golf stars where O’Meara was
often overlooked by young guns
such as Woods and Ermie Els.

When O’Meara raised his arms
in victory after sinking a 20-foot
(6-meter) birdie putt on the 72nd
hole of the Masters, it was consid-
ered anicereward foranice player
who had enjoyed a nice career.

Three months later, when
O’Meara won the British Openin
a playoff and raised the claret jug
for the world to see, he became a
champion no one could overlook.

“It’s just an incredible feeling
to have two major championships
in a year,” O’Meara said. "If I
could putmy fingeronit, I'd have
done it earlier in my career. |
think it’s just a little bit of experi-
ence, and a little bit of wisdom,
and that usually comes with age.”

Theyearin golf wasindeed one
for the ages.

While the 41-year-old O’Meara
became the oldest player ever to
win two majors in one year, his
feat was matched on the LPGA

Tourby a20-year-old rookie from
South Korea.

Twenty years after Nancy
Lopez had perhaps the greatest
rookie season in golf, Se Ri Pak
put women’s golf on the front
page by winning the LPGA Cham-
pionship, the U.S. Open in a 20-
hole playoff and then setting an
LPGA scoring record.

Pak wasn’t the only snapshot of
youth.

Who can forget amateur Matt
Kuchar smiling during the Sun-
day pressure of Augusta National
and the U.S. Open? OrJustin Rose,
the Englishteen-ager whorejoiced
after his birdie chip-in on the last
hole to finish tied for fourth in the
British Open? Or the shock on the
face of Jenny Chausiriporn, hand
cupped over mouth, as her 45-
foot (13.5-meter) birdie putt dis-
appeared into the hole to force the
playoff against Pak in the U.S.
Open?

Woods, meanwhile, had tosettle
for consistency instead of major
championships.

A year after his record-setting
win in the Masters raised expec-
tations out of this world, the “Fu-

ture of Golf” was put on hold.
Woods won in Dubai and At-
lanta, but that was about it.

Winning a major in 1998 re-
quired experience, not to mention
a little luck.

Lee Janzen’s wayward tee shot
fell out of a tree at The Olympic
Club just when all seemed to be
lost. He went on to his second
U.S. Openttitle. helped also when
Payne Stewart’s perfect drive
landed in a divot.

Vijay Singh had a ball ricochet
through the many trees of Sahalee
in the final round of his victory in
the PGA Championship.

Even O’Meara caught a break

-at Royal Birkdale when a specta-

tor not only found his ball in the
third round, but picked it up —
giving O’Meara a free drop.

Tom Watson won again on the
PGA Tour at 48 but also missed
the cut in all four majors for
the first time. Jack Nicklaus

. made another Sunday charge

at Augusta National at 58, then
hobbled away from the game
with an ailing hip and ended
his Ripkeniike streak of 146 con-
secutive majors.

Kight Grand Slam winners in 1998

By STEVE WILSTEIN
NEW YORK (AP)—Puarity ruled
tennis in 1998, a year when eight
playerscaptured grand slamssingles
titles — four for the first time —
and a few stalwarts of the old guard
withstood the challenges of feisty
young upstarts.

Inthe end, Pete Sampras secured
the men’sNo. 1 ranking forarecord
sixth straight year, a feat he can’t
imagine anyone else matching, and
Lindsay Davenport grabbed the
women'’s top spot for the first time.

“ITknow what it takes,” Sampras
said of his long reign. I really
don’t see anyone in today’s game
having the consistency, having the
durability that it takes to be No. |
six years. That is the majority of a
career. You need the game, you
need the heart, you need the mind.

A

Shawn Kemp (40) pulls down a rebound as he is guarded b
basketball exhibition in Atlantic City, N.J.,Saturday. ap

Some guys have two of the three.
Some guys have a little bit of the
three. Inorderto do it for six years.,
you need everything.”

The competition is so fierce in
tennis these days, with anyone in
the top 100 capable of beating any-
oneelse, Samprassaid, thatitwould
take an extraordinary player to
come along and do what he has
done.

“Maybe whenI'm done playing,
or when I'm 56 years old, there
might be somebody able to do it,”
he said.

The depth of the game on the
men’s and women'’s tours was evi-
dent from the start of the yeartothe
finish.

Along the way, it was a free-for-
all. Scissor-kicking 30-yeur-old
Petr Korda won his first major at

the Australian Open, where Martina
Hingis bricfly continued her one-
year dominance of the women’'s
tour.

Spain’s Carlos Moya notched
his firstbig title at the French Open,
while compatriot ArantxaSanchez-
Vicarioproved she 'snotquite ready
for retirement at 26 as she won for
the third time at Roland Garros.

At Wimbledon, Sampras won
for the fifth time in six years to gain
his 11th major title, and 29-year-
old Jana Novotna finally delivered
more smiles than tears in her third
shot at the championship.

When the U.S. Open rolled
around, Patrick Rafter proved his
'97 victory was no fluke, and Dav-
enport produced the most solid
performance of her six-vear career
to win her first major.

y Vin Baker (42) in the first quarter during a charity
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SSA prepares for ’99 SPG

By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
THE SAIPAN Softball Associa-
tion (SSA) Women's Night
League will open sometime in
February, according to SSA Sec-
retary Carol Ngiraidis.

With the Co-Ed and Men’s
Fastpitch leagues now in their
play-off round, the SSA will be
concentrating in the upcoming
Women’s Night League.

Exceptforthe Women’s League
there are no other SSA leagues
scheduled to be opened.

Following the Women'’s
League the SSA will then put
theirefforts into forming the soft-
ball teams for the South Pacific
Games.

The pool of SPG players will be
taken from the past SSA leagues.
Individual game statistics will be
used to determine player eligibil-

ity.

The South Pacific Games is
scheduled to open in Guam, May
of next year.

“The competition in the SPG
are of a higher caliber then the
Micronesian Games. Our ath-

letes must be determined in their

efforts and must stay focused in
their personal training routine,
said Carol Ngiraidis.

The SPG Village has been ten-

tatively determined to be at the
former Anderson South— an ex-
tension of Anderson Air Force
Base inthe northern end of Guam.

The site consist of concrete bar-
racks, movie theaters, and many

“aminities that should make the

athletes comfortable during their
stay.

Andy South, as the site is com-
monly known sets in Yigo. Itis
about seven miles south from the

By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
LITTLE LEAGUE World Se-
ries tournament will expand the
existing eight team pool to 16
teams in the 2001 Lite League
World Series bascball tourna-
ment.

The present system has been
in place since the first World
Series in 1947,

The information was obtained

Little League World Series
to givel6 teams a chance

{from Saipan Little League Com-
missioner James Ada, citing a
press release.

The present system has four

téams competing in the interna-
tional pool, they are; Europe,
Canada, Far East, and Latin
America.

The United States Pool is di-
vided into four regions; US Cen-
tral, US East, US South, and US
West.

For the revised system, Ja-
pan, Mexico and Canada will
be permanent members and will
have a guaranteed spot in the
tournament.

The Far-East, will not have
Japan competing in its region
after year 2001.

Central—South America will

make up the Latin countries

south of the US border.

Continued on page 30

By MARTIN GRIFFITH
RENO, Nevada (AP) - The ref-
eree whose action led to Mike
1 Tyson’s temporary banishment
from boxing for biting Evander
Holyfield'searis callingitquits.

Mills Lane of Reno said Mon-
day that he’s ending his 3 1-year
career as a referee because he
wants to devote more time as a
national television boxing ana-
lyst.

“It’sbeenablast, arealhelluva
ride,” he said. “But I think it
would be a conflict of interest to

Boxing’s Mills Lane calls it quits after 31 years

make public comment (about bok-
ing) and at the same time be an
active referee. .

“Sure, I'll miss it, but I feel I'm
going out on my own terms.

I'm not as good as I was five
years ago. Youdon't hear the bell
as well and move as well when
you're 61.”

Lane gained international at-
tention in June 1997 when he dis-
qualified Tyson for biting off a
piece of Hollyfield's ear during a
heavyweight championship bout
in Las Vegas. It was Lane’s 96th

title fight.

-Lane refereed fights involv-
ing nearly every boxing great of
recent decades, including
Muhammad Ali, Sugar Ray
Leonard, Marvin Hagler, Larry
Holmes and Roberto Duran.

“But I'm forever wedded to
the Tyson-Hollyfield fight,” he
said. “There's no question that
bite put me where I am now.”

f.ane made his national tele-
vision debutas acolorcommen-
tator this year, doing three fights

Continued on page 30

Anderson Air Base. A concrete
block fence separates the east sec-
tion of the compound from route
15, also known as the “Back
Road”. | :

Marbo Cave, afresh waternatu-
ral pool inside a cave is about
three miles from the east gate.
From there the Eastern cliffline of
the island is accessible.

Itis good advice to get permis-
sion from the land owners toenter

-the area, as most of the area is

private property.

The front entrance to Andy
South is open to the public where
there hasn’t been a guard post for
some time.

The entire compound is iso-
lated from the main village, and
should provide the peace and
quitness atmosphere the athletes
may need.

“With the SPG, we may not
need to come up with as much
money to send our athletes there.
Compared with the Micronesian
Games in Palau, Guam is rela-
tively close to Saipan and the cost
of airfare would be much, much
less.

“Our fund raising efforts will
focus in providing our athletes
with equipment and other neces-
sities.

“Also in Guam, many of our
athletes have relatives that may

Continued on page 30

y

Greg Camacho shoot 0 ofa santrap at Cora Ocea Point ur/ng
the second day of the Proud Bird golf tournament.

Photo by Tony Celis
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