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INTERVIEW WITH FEDRICO 0. BIVEN

At his Waialae-Kahala home, 4645 Moho Street, Honolulu 96816

August 17, 1971

Fedrico 0. Biven
Lynda Mair, Tnterviewer

What I want to ask you aboul, Pred, is 1f you can go back
to when you first crame.

I can go back to the hour I first came.

Okay, and just start telling me the things that you did,
what happened, who you met, what you did for a living,
where you worked.

Would that be of interest to anybody else? Well, let me
put it this way, when do you start recording so I'1ll know?
Don't want to waste any [ tape].

That's okay.
No, no, but is the machine going now?
Yeh. Yeh.

Oh, I see. Well, let's say that it all happened on Janu-
ary 8, 1897 when I was born in a small lown called San Ma-
teo about twenty miles south oi San Francisco, [Califor-
nia)] and went alorng as & youngster until the fire and
earthquake in San Francisco on April 18, 1906 when we were
forced to leave the cily and pgo Lo the country, where my
mother rented a house which consisted of about twenty bed-
rooms--rooms all throushoul Lhe house. And the refugees
from the fire and earlhquake in lan Francisco, they all
came down and moved into our home -a very rich group of
San Francisco Jewish people--and among them was the Mr.
M.J.B. Brandenstein of the cotfece company and all of his
friends from San Franciusco that were in need of a place to
gleep and cat.

Let's utart at my boyhood days. I had a brother and
a4 sister, Carolina, and a sisler, Maye. We all grew up in
thig little town unti! I was ninetcen years old, when I



set sail for Honolulu on Jinuary 4, 1917 on the S.S. Great
Northern. I arrived in Honolulu on the 11th of January,
three days after my nineleenth birthday. Upon arriving
here, I was met by Mr. ‘corge 1i Brown, one of Honolulu's
outstanding philanthropists and a great friend of my sis-
ter Carolina. I was taken into tow by his mother [Irene
Ii (Mrs. Charles A.) Brown]; and her other son, Francis Ii
Brown, lived with his mothe¢r and I moved in.

I applied for Jjobs in variows places and finally
found an ad in the paper [staling] that the HSPA [Hawaiian
Sugar Planters' Associalion] Experiment Station was look-
ing for an entomologiil. 1 immediately answered the ad by
calling at the station and Ltulked to Mr. Hamilton Pope
Agee, director of the experiment station, and he hired me
as an entomologisl. Huaving heen an excellent student in
botany, T thought T could I'ill Lhe blll. However, within
a few weeks they found that I knew nothing about entomolo-
gy but they kept me on in the oflice where I worked as a
clerk. My pay was thirty dollars a month in gold. Our
paymaster, Mr. Kinney, saw to it that T always had five-
dollar gold pieces becauwse I never could get rid of a
twenly-dollar gold piece.

Aboutlt August 1917 I was upproached by Mr. Alfred
[Lowrey] Castle to go to IFrance Lo drive an ambulance for
the French Army and I thought it « good idea and left for
France on August 27, 1917. A week later I was joined in
san Francisco by Francis H. . Brown, William Wells and
William Noble, all prominent Honolulu people. We set out
for New York on the 3rd of September and were delegated to
go to Allentown, Pennsylvania where we went to a school
and studied mechanisms of automobiles and care for the
wounded.

After a complete course, wce sailed from New York on
the S.S. Carmania on January 8, 1918. We arrived in Hali-
fax just 1n time to see the destruction that was caused by
a dynamite explosion in the harbor. Leaving Halifax, we
arrived in Southampton, England fourlteen days later. From
there we were stationed 1n o sme!ld Lown outside of Liver-
pool called Winchester, the home of the Knights of the
Round Table. After staying there ior a few days, an epi-
demic o1 measles broke out and fortunately the Honolulu
contingent wag stationed in the right spot on the uchool
campus.

We arrived in France about the 20th of January and
were inslructed to go "o & Llown called Caint Auxerre where
we assembled our ambulances and two weeks later set out
tor the front. Our liral experience of gunfire was in a
small town called Be: ivais. [From then on we spent the
rest ol Lthe year with Lhe 33rd Division of the French Ar-
my .

On the night of November 11, 1918 the German council



came across the lines, surrendering to the Allies. I per-
sonally gol to know Genera!l Roun Vinterfield and leurned
of many inleresling inlrigues Lhal had gone on during the
war. I'rom the mecling of' Lhe German cowncil, we went back
to Paris and luter carled Urom Bregt for New York on a
ship called the 5.5, Mallory.

Thic ion'< Loo long, 1o 17

Great! You're juust doing gsreal.

We arrived in New York on June 6, 1919 and from there [we
went] to wmp Dix in New Jersey where we gstayed until July
1919. That cnded my cxpericnces from childhood practical-
ly up into marhood.

I ceme back Lo Honolutu and fortunately had met some
influentiol people, includir » NMr. Walter {[Francis] Dilling-
ham. He being o tennis enlhusiast und I being a fairly
good tennis player, 1 becamne .wcquainted with the Dilling-
ham family and ne set me 1+ to work with the Waterhouse
Trust Company. 1 started with them in January 1920. My
experiences with the Waterhousce ''Yust Company were certain-
Ly thrilling. T happened to be appoinled to handle such
business as the Gay and Robinson plantalions and through
my connections with them T lewrned a great deal about the
sugar business. However, | decided that T would move into
the stock brokerage departmenl and later on, in 1929, Oc-
tober, Lhe stock marketl crighed and 1 was let out of the
trust company along with twenty olhers,

Having no job al this Llme, 1 met a gentleman on the
street by the name of Alan [$.]) Davis, who had played ten-
nis with me at various time., #and he asked me to come to
see him Monday with regard Lo work. I was hired and re-
mained with the Hawailan Trust Company trom 1931 to 1971,
I must say ithat my cxperiences with Hawaiian Trust Company
were very interegling and cxeciling.

My Job with lawalian Trust was new business and hav-
ing a number of fricndga Lhrough my athlelic abilily in
golf, tennis and baskelball, 1l was not difficult for me
to find myselS produclive Tor the Hawailian Trust. Never
having had a college education I did what I was told and
how T was to go about Lo gel new business, whlch resulted
in a very successlul career, not due particularly to my
ability but Lhc entree 7 had being assoclated with Hawail's
largest and most cexpericncec wrust company.

My litve irn the Huawallan '1'taat Company brought many
celebrities into ‘he company, such as the Vanderbilts from
New Yor., Lhe BEmersons, Lhe brilliant Paleys, Lhe Duke
Johnstons and many others. L was not long before I was
traveling throughont Lhe world for Mr. Vanderbilt and [
ABSUre yonu my experience:s wi.h him were most exclting,
having bern senl off to the orlent at times, New York at



times, and it was most profitable for my company.
This tape going on, is 117

Um hm. Wait, Freddie, let's go back. Okay? I want to
ask you some questions.

Oh yes, fine.
About stuff you've left out.
Yeh.

Okay? Lel's go way back 1o the oeginning. Can you give
me your parenis' names?

My parents? Yes. My mother's nume was Georgia Tabor Biv-
en. Her maiden namc¢ was Tabor. My father was John Fran-

cigs Biven. My falher's parcnts were direct descendants of
De Anza in California, the carly explorer.

Could you spell that?

De Anza? D-FK capital A-N-Z-A. He was an explorer, a very
prominent one, and many towrns and cities are named after
him in California. Thal was my early origin and my grand-
mother's side was the Van Renslers from New York. They
were Dulch., But that's what Lheir names were. You want
the names of my feamily, my brothers and sisters, do you?

Yeh, you gave me your sistler Carolina.

Carolina, and the other one was Maye. I gave you that.
M-A-Y-E, that is. And my brother, John Racey [Biven].
R-A-C-E-Y. That was my brolher.

What did your father do for a living?

My father was the president of Hills Brothers Coffee Com-
pany in San Francisco.

Oh.

He traveled between Rio de Janelro and San Francisco.
That's where he met my mother. He was originally a buyer
Tor the Hills Brother:s people and there were two Hills
Brothers, one Hill:s Drotherss in New York and Hills Broth-
ers in Culilornia. My Tather was assoclated with the Cali-
fornia Hills Brotihers. He [ived in Brazil most of the
time. In tio de Janeiro he was with the rubber company
there. In Brazil, you know, was it great rubber producer at
that time. And whatever you want to know I can tell you.
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Were your parents divorced? Ts that why he .
Hm?

Were your parents divorced?

No. No, no. Hell no.

He lived in Brazil, you sald.

Oh yeh, most of the time hecause that's where his business
was--the coffee busineuss and 1! rubber business.

Oh, 1 see,

No, he lived in Brazil ‘a good deal of the time and that's
where he met my mother, on a boat between Rio de Janeiro
and San Fruncisco.

I see. OQOkay. Where did you go to school?

Me? 1 went to San Mateo Unlon High School. I went to
Stanford [University] on Monday and left for Honolulu on
Wednesday. (Lynda chuckles)

Why did you decide [on] Honolulu?

Because Francis Brown was a very prominent figure and he
promised mc all kinds and he was courting my sister Maye.
He was courling her and that's where we got the connection.

I see. How did he meet her?

He met her through kRichard Smart--Richard Smart's grand-
mother, Tootsle Knight. That might be interesting because
she's very well known. You know Richard 3Bmart of the Par-
ker Ranch? His grandmother was married to my mother's
cousin. FPred Knight, his name was. That would be inter-
esting because people would never know that. Fred Knight
was a lawyer 1in San Francigsco and my Aunt Tootsie Knight,
she was a Dowsett--Dowsett family here. 'That's Richard
Smart's grandmo ther and she had a daughter, Thelma, who
was Richurd Smart's mother. My sister Maye and Thelma
were very close friends and that's how . happened to get
the feeling about coming to Hawali.

[Elizabeth J. (“ooilsie) Dowsett married John P. Par-
ker, I[I and they hud a daughter, Thelma Kahiluonapuao-
pi‘ilani Parker (1894-1914) who married H.G. Smart. They
had a son, Richard Smart, born in 1913. John P. Parker,
ITI died ut nineteen when Thelma K. Parker was three
months old. Her mother then married Fred Knight. €IKBA]
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I see. What was the nume of the little town you went to
in California after the earthquake?

san Mateo.
Is that where you lived afler the earthquake?

Yeh. We were living in that town when the earthquake
[hit]. I was born in that town--San Mateo.

Yeh.

Yeh, but we moved in San Muteo. We moved from a small
house to this big house where we took care of all these
refugees Trom the fire and carthquuke in San Francisco. A
very rich colony ot Jews came down. All of San Francis-
co's prominent people came down--the Lilienthals, the Min-
ers, the Brandensteins, IMlelsc .akers. All of those people
came and stayed with us.

I see. Okay, that answers thal part. What was the HSPA
office? Where was it?

It was the [Hawaiian] Sugar Plunters' [Association] Exper-
iment Station. Well, the plantations sent their samples
of sugar to be analyzed. And finally I ended up by work-
ing in the office. I didn't get away with the entomology.
(Lynda laughs)

Where was the office?

On Keeaumoku Street. It's still there.

Same place?

Yeh.

Okay. Why did Alfred Castle ask you to go to France?
Because he was asked by the United States Lawn Tennigs As-
sociation who were giving ambulances to France but without
drivers, so he came to me and asked me 1if I would go; and
he was the head of the Red Cross here at the time and so
we all went on that premise. And I waan't very happy with
my work anyway, but T wanted wdventure. [ was only nine-
lteen years old.

You were working for ihe HSPA at thatl point.

T was, yes. I was working there. That's right.
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And you left tlhere and went to France.

That's right, yeh.

And then you came back and went

You know, it's a strange thing and I could mention a part
of my 1life, but it was a disastrous one for a very famous
man here who embezzled [750,000 from a company and he's
the man that gave me the money tuv go. I didn't have any
money and Mr. Castle didn't olfer me any money, but I was
going around with this man's daughter.

Let's see. Who was the president of Waterhouse Trust Com-
pany in 19207

Robert W. Shingle. That's a good question.
Shingle?

Shingle. S-H-I-N-G-L-II. Robert W. Shingle was the presi-
dent and it failled on account uvf the stock crash.

That's when they went oul of business.

In 1931. That's when I wenlt to work for Mr. Alan Davis,
my savior.

Yeh.

I've been with him ever since. He's a lovely, finest man
that ever lived. I haven't talked to him since he's been
back but your husband knows him.

Yeh. Is the Alan Davis thal you know the son of Alan Da-
vis Senior? Was there two?

No.

No?

There's only one Alan Davis.

He's an old man now, then.

He is now the pregident of the trustees of the Campbell
Estate and he was founder practically--he was the execu-
tive vice pregident of Hawaiian Trust Company for thirty

years and he stopped Llhere in 1936 to go to work for Cast-
le & Couoke and T went to work for him in 1931.
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Did he used 1o live down on King Street and Piikoi?

That's right. He lived on King ireet in a cow pasture
there, yeh.

Yeh.
How did you know that?
1 just got through writing a book about John Walker.

Oh yeh, well, that's where he lived, next door to John
Walker. Yeh, that's right.

And the Parkers and the McCuarthys and all of themn.
Yes, sure, that's righl. And i1he Davises. Yeh.
But that's the same Alan Davis, then.

Same Alun Davis, yes. He's scventy-eight now., He's seven-
ty-eight years old. 'hat's Lhe same one.

Okay.
Oh, he's a wonderful man.
Who was president of Hawaiian Trust?

J.R. Galt. And incidentally, I've worked for nine presi-
dents. (Lynda laughs) Isn't that amazing?

Yeh.

That's including [Peter] l’'ete Kussell now. No, let's see,
elight presidents. Pete Russell's the eighth one I worked
for.

Wow.

I'm still working for him but I . . . (recorder turned
off and on agaln) 1 know Lhe history of everybody here

that you might ask me about.

Yeh, [ want to get to that. I want to finish with you
first, okay?

Yeh, okay.

When you joined Hawaiian Trust you went to work in the new
business depariment.
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That's right.
Were you head of the new 1 usiness department?

I was the head of it. No, [ worked for Carter Galt. He
was the heuad of the new business department and I worked
for him.

And J.R. Galt was president.

rresident, right.

Carter Galt's his son?

And his son was the secretary. Cuarter was the secretary.
I see, and he was head of new busineus.

He was, yes, and I was his agsistant. Then I became the
manager of the new business depariment and handled all the
advertising for the truul company. [ wrote ads. Your
husband hags seen some ol my ad:; that were really very won-
derful ads, but they don'tl advertise Llhe human side of
life anymore.

END OF S1DE 1/1S0 TAPE

. + . who started the Emerson Drug Company, which was Bro-
mo Seltzer. You remember? LEver heard of Bromo Seltzer?
Well, that's where the¢y made their millions--on Bromo Selt-
zer. They came from, [ think it was, Maryland someplace
that they originally came from. [The Emersons were his
clients at Hawaiian Trust Company.] But there's no end of
things I could tell you. What is this book [based on this
interview] going to be? Are they [The Watumull Foundation]
going to sell it?

Well, noti really, you know. 'The foundation isn't doing it
for a profit.

No, I see. You may be able to buy one, won't you?
Yeh, and they'll pul 1t in libraries.
Oh fine. Uh huh, that's what I mean.

And it'll be for scholar:s to ugse a3 a resource book to
check about people, you know.

Well, I'm glad I had a chance to give you this information
because very often Alan Davis and people like that have
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asked me to see if I couldn't sit down and write something.
My memoirs would be much different from this because T
would go into detail of whatlt I did for these people and
how I got business. 1 got business in the most peculiar
ways and no man in this world could have gotten the busi-
ness that I got through the things that I did from the hu-
man angle and it was very profitable to Hawaiian Trust
Company because I found these gold mines with all these
different people that came through.

I didn't put in there that Mr. Davis put me in as the
manager of the Niumalu Hotel in 1931, which is now the Ha-
walian Village, and I was fourteen years the manager of
the hotel, along with my duties in the trust company as a
trust of'icer. And that's when I really 'garncd onto!
great experiences. Everybody was sleeping wilh everybody
else.

How did you meet Vanderbilt?

I met [George] Vanderbilt. . . . His secretary called me
at the Hawaiian Trust Company and asked me il Mr. Vander-
bilt could use the tennis courts that I controlled. I'm a
trustee of the Beretania Tennis Club which is land given
to us by Mr. Alfred Custle. And I went out to see hinm
play and he was so awiul that I asked him if I could play
with him sometime and give him a few pointers because he
didn't know a damn thing about tennis, so I got to know
him awfully well. His first wife was a darling person.
Her name wag Lulu Parsons, very prominent New York family,
and they had a daughter, Lulu. She's a very prominent
society woman in New York rnow.

Vanderbilt--we won the champilonship together later on
in years and he became very much attached to me., He had
this beautiful home in South Carolina called Arcadia and
then I used to go down every year and shoot ducks with him
on his property. Iit's three hundred and some-odd acres
and they had about a hundred and fifty darkies on the
plantation. I got to know him very, very well.

I got to know Vincent Aslor very well. He was a ten-
nis [player]. All this came through my tennis, you see,
as years go on because I won thirty-eight championships
here. And the funny thing is, [ mention 1t because I just
got a list of them in my cup Mrs. Castle brought me the
other day. Harold [K.L.] Castle's widow [Alice H.S. Hede-
mann Castle]. He and T won a chuampionship here in tennis
and she brought me the cup that we won with his name on it
and 1 happencd to have inside the article of the champion-
ship match that we had and won.

Well, this is very interesting. I could keep you
here for months on my experiences here but some of them
are a little too'frisque’ [a coined word combining frisky
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and risque, cov’ Tyt ool fitule bit out of sort on ac-

count of the things ote I aid to et business,
Well, tell me a few of the clem ones. (chuckles)

Well, it miht be irtleresting Tor you to lkrnow that in get-
ting busine 3 for Lhe Jewaulian Trust Compuany T became a
Buddha [Buddnist], 1 became v Baha'il, T becwume a Christian
Scientist, I becéme a Pregsbylerian and [ became an Eplsco-
palian. [ ,uined bl of Lthoue sects in order to get the
business l'rom the rich »eople. One ol my clients just
died the otter day, Arnes "Haldwinl Alexander, and left
ix mi Liion tollars in Jdawailian Trusl Company and I got
her business through being o aha'i. And 1 learned all
these relivions from fheir techingrg and [ attended. Mrs.
[George] “herman--I heciame o Christian Ucientist with her
and she 1l ved up in Nauuarua ¢nd lef'L w terrific fortune.
Her husband was the presidentl o! American lMactors at one
time. And tnoge are Lhe kind of thingg that I did to get
busineuss. [ Laura Mish Dickuson hnd married Dr. Frederick J.
Nott who died. She then married tGeolrge Sherman. Her fa-
ther gave her and her two sislers cuch a home on Judd
Street. ]

I didn't have an office like a lawyer and in those
days, Lynda, it was nol neccuuary to have a relationship
between the lestator, or the one who makes a will, and the
brust compiay .  The trust company paid for the drawling of
the will and they made the will f'rom instructions that I
gave from the client. Nowadays you can't do that. The
Supreme Court ruled thal Lthe client must talk to his own
lawyer and then go to the trust company, which makes it
very much more difficult. T got cighty-six wills up there
in Hilo in less than a month. Lighty-six. All the sugar
plantation managers made thelr wills with me.

And then I had a famous sister who came here with
Richard Smart's mother, Thelma Parker [Smart], and she
came here as a mate of herws, she called her. And she was
a dental hygienist and every place I went on the other is-
lands lhey'd say, "Are you Totsie's brother?” Her nick-
name was Totgie., And 1 sald, "Yes."

Which siuter? Thils 1s Maye.

Maye, the onc that just recently died. Yeh. Oh, she's an
adorable person.  She diced of carcer. Well, you know, I
have every symptom of Lrovble and I can'tl say anything be-
cause my s)tuation 1o really very serious. ' can't gay
anythirg to that situation ot 400 because 1t's of no avail,
it's no good, it's no. . . . (recorder turned off and on
aZain)
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I want you to tell me some wore stories about people here
that you knew--local people.

Oh, local people. Well, you might make note of this. One
of my closest relationships heve was with Mr. Ernest Wode-
house who was the father of Cen [Cenric] Wodehouse. He
was one of my acquaintances and I played tennis with him
for twenty years and he was very helpful to me in my suc-
cess of life here.

The next one was Frank [Cooke] Atherton, Pug [Alexan-
der Simpson' Atherton's father, who was my golf partner
and I learned 1o know him--played golt with him when T was
playing tennis with Mr. wWodehouse the same time. I'd play
Monday, Wednesday and Sa“urday with Mr. Wodehouse; and on
Sundays and Wednesdays ['d play golf with Mr. Frank Ather-
ton. And Mr. Frank Atherton was very kind to me and helped
me a lot and gave me a lot ol business. Frank Atherton.

Then [ became very much acquainted with Lester McCoy
and Lester McCoy gave, as you know, a million dollars to
the [Ala Moana] Park down here to be bullding a pavilion
in his honor. Then [ hecame very close with Lester McCoy
and Richard [Alexander] Cooke, who's the father of Dick
[Richard Alexander, Jr.] Cooke, who was the president of C.
Brewer & Company. He was my tennis partner.

And then John [Thumas] Waterhouuse, who's president of
A & B [Alexander & Baldwin], wus also my tennis partner.
And Mr. [Francis Kelvin! Boltomley, who's dead and gone,
was president of the Bunk of Bishop und Company [now First
Hawaiian, 19811. 1 knew all ol Lhese people, got to know
them through my tennis ability. [ could teach them all
because that was my [skill] and they liked to win and so
they'd always get me as a partner.

And then I became very assocliated--cloge relations--
with Mrs. Walter [Francis] Dillingham. She was my tennis
partner and we won several championships. And she was my
tennis partner at La Pletra.

So l've had a terrific bhackground of experiences with
people here that I got to know intimately. By intimately
I mean I stayed in their homes. I lived at Mrs. Dilling-
ham's house for a number of wonthws. [ stayed with Mr.
Wodehouse, and Waterhouse was o great friend of mine. Wa-
terhouse, you see, was the president of Alexander & Bald-
win and his boy was Henry Waterhouse who started the Wa-
terhouse Trust Company, and they were really plantation
agencies for Gay and Robinson.

And I got to know the Robhinsons, « very difficult
family that lives on Kauai. They came from Australia and
they own the Island of Niihau. T got to know them well.

I used to go down and stay with them.

I knew people on every island. And then the Baldwins

on Maul were very close to me. T pluyed golf with Mr.
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Baldwin's wife and I got to know ihem very well. It's
through my athletic prowess, you know, that I knew these
people because the years that 1 was here nobody knew any-
thing about these things. Thal's why it was easy for me
to win all these things. I mean I didn't have much compe-
tition. The only coumpetition T had in my early days would
be the Army and the Navy. They'd come through here, you
know, from West Point [Military Academy] or someplace and
Annapolis [Naval Academy] and they were good tennis play-
ers. Every once in awhlle some guy would just beat the
hell out of me but I'd never tell anybody about it.

(Lynda laughs) Thut's the way 11 went.

But I think if you bring into your book [transcript]
the fact that my mother's cousin was the husband of Rich-
ard Smart's grandmother--that was Fred Knight--that's very
interesting in this whole setup. You must remember that
because that was important because Richard Smart we all
know. And I have people now ought to kriow who the hell I
knew like that because, you know, they probably thought I
was a phony and didn't know Richard Smart from a jack rab-
bit.

How did you learn how to play tennis? Where?

Hm?
Where did you learn how to play tennis? Not here.

Oh no. State of California. T won the championship,
State of California.

Oh really?

I learned in San Mateo when I was a kid and I never took a
lesgon. Then I got to play zolf almost as well as I did
tennis. [ got down Lo a four handicap in golf. You see
what I did, 1 played a game honestly but I had a motive.
Everybody has a motive. My motive to cultivate all these
people was Lo get their business into the Hawalian Trust
Company. That's why I did these things.

. [ had some ot" the weirdest experiences in getting
business. I had a man in Hilo--Pepeekeo Sugar Company. I
went to see the manarer and he wanted to know what I want-
ed him for and I told him what I was there for, that I'd
Like very much to interest him in making a will with Ha-
waiian Trust Company. 7Then he said to me, "Do you know
PTotsie Biven?" and [ said, "Yes, that's my sister."
"Well," he gsaid, "She's the most adorable girl and she
comes through here doing dental hygiene work and my wife
just loves her and 1 do." So | spent about a week in his
home and while 1 was there he said to me, "Fred, we have
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an old man by the name of Anderson that lives up in the
back of the plantation. He's relired and he raises noth-
ing but cats. He has twenty-eight cats and he has all
kinds of money."

So I went up to sce him. He was sitting on the floor
of this terrible old ishack and he was all un-shaven, just
like I am now, but he was just filthy dirty and awful.
They let him live there because he'd been on the planta-
tion. The plantation was originally owned by Chinese by
the name of Afong and that's whom he worked for. And so I
told him [ would like to talk to him. He was a well-edu-
cated, well-bred man from England that came over as a rec-
luse--just nothing, you know; drifled away from the world.
And I saw &all these calbi. There must have been twenty-
five cats all over the placc--measly-looking, mangy-look-
ing things--and 1 said, "I gec you're interested in cats.”
"Well," he said, "1t doesn't take much to figure that out."
(laughter) T was being very dumb about it. But then he
said to me, "Whatl is your busineus?” and I said that I am
a trust company salesman, selling Hawalian Trust Company,
and T want to talk to you about making a will. He said,
"I'm not interested.” [I'ine.

So it was almost two weeks before Christmas. 1 went
back to Honolulu and I ways determined I was going to get
that man's business. My father used to tell me, "Perse-
verance, and you've got to kecp 1t up.” So I went back to
Honolulu and I boughl him a 1ittle Santa Claus like this
and T bought him & bunch of little stuffed cats and I put
a little tree in Lhe box and T sent it to him.

He got this present and aboult a month later I went up

there and he was in the bedroom. I went into the bedroom
and he was urinating in the washbasin and 1 said, "I'm aw-
fully sovrry." "Oh," he said, "come on in, come on in."

He said, "I got your little present. I'm an old man but I
have feelings and nothirg could have made me happier.
That's my first Christmas thal I've ever had in thirty-
five yeargs."

50 about a week later I gaid, "What do you feed the
cats?" He said, "I feed them anything, anything I can
get." "Well," I said, "my brother manufactures Puss 'n
Boots cat 1'vod, one of the world's greatest labels."” So I
sent him a case of cat food--a case of cat foodl--and then
about a month later I got a nole from him and he sald he
wanted to see me. So I wenl up, made his will. He died
about two years later and we were looking all over for his
money and couldn't find it. JFinally I went to his trunk
and found thirty thousand dollurs in gold.

Oh my gosh!

Isn't that something?
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He had it right up Lhere in the shack?

Had it all in gold--in twenty-dollar gold pieces. Thirty
thousand dollars. Lt wis stacked all over the place in
this thing. Well, won't say it was all gold. In there
he had about twenly ithousand dollars in certificates of
deposit in a bank in California called the Bank of Calif-
ornia. Isn't that something? He'd been sending his money
up there all this time. Carter Galt was the trust officer
and I brought back all Lhis gold and stuff. But those are
the kind of things Lhat you. . . .

And then my becoming associated with religions of
these wealthy people, like Mrsg. Cherman and Mrs. [Miss]
Alexander and all ol 1lhese people that, you know, Jjust
didn't have anybody paying attention to them.

How did that work, Jjoining the different religions?
It worked fine. [ made their wills and they all died.

You mean you juslt went oul and cold-bloodedly joined their
church. Is that whal you did?

No, I had a very wonderful approach. Mrs. Alexander said
to herself, [ guess, "Well now, we've got another parish-
ioner coming along and he's enthusiastic," so I became en-
thusiastic and I asked her for hcr pamphlets on her reli-
glon and things. And then I dropped that off after she

went to Japan and T went to see Mrs. Sherman about Chris-

tian Science. I knew she had money and she'd talk to me
about. . . . Then I'd say to her, "Well, I understand
you're a Scientist and 1 don't know a thing about Chris-
tian Science. I'd love to learn."” That's the way you get

them, Jjust by being curious, you know.

That's the way most of these people, like Anthropo-
sophists., . . . I tried to become an Anthroposophist,
which is a German religion--Anthroposophy. My ex-wife be-
came an Anthroposophisl and then I couldn't. It was too
farfetched. I couldn't understand it; I couldn't get the
gist of it. It's headquarters were in Dornach, Germany or
Switzerland, T think, and 1t's a German religion of An-
throposophy and they have an Anthroposophical (Lynda
laughs as he labors to pronounce the word) taith up in Ma-
noa. [Ex-wife: Ethel (. Harvey (Mrs. F.0.) Biven]

I know.

Yeh. Charlie [Charles) Davis becume one and my ex-wife
becume onc and thal wis one of the reasonsg ¢f our divorce,
because of that reason, because T couldn't tfathom it.

I found ways to |gel business] and that's what makes
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me angry, Lynda, because today it I had youth, you know,
I'd just love to be going out to work and to get business.
I know business is all over this town. Don [Donald Mair]
will tell you. I've given him new accounts too, you know,
that I've set him on. For instance, a lady by the name of
Mrs. Hall called a friend of mine who I helped once--
loaned her some money--and she called me. She sold Mutual
of Omaha [insurance] and she said, "Freddie, if you go up
and see a WMrs. Hall she might make a trust with you." So
I took Don with me, knowing that I was leaving the trust
company, and Don made a trust for her. So I still go
along with Don in many, many ways but he's young, you see,
and he's learning but sometimes is not ambitious as I
would be. You know what I mean?

Alan Davis took me from the gutter, right from the
gutter. I was getting a thousand dollars a month when the
trust company folded that I was with and I started to work
for him for three hundred [dollars] and I had a wife and a
child. And then he put me in to manage the Niumalu Hotel
which I sold for $350,000 after being there fourteen
years. [ did everything to keep that hotel running. I
used to empty the cesspools with my own buckels and things
like that to keep it going for the trust company. But it
kills me to think that I still want to do 'it, you know,
and I can't. I can't 1ift anything.

My daughter, Suzanne [Frances Biven]--you know her--
she lives here and I call her once in awhile to give me
some help--my morale, you know. 1 get awfully low, Lynda,
because I don't get any help here at all. I mean there's
just nothing.

Well, tell me, whal else can T tell you? (recorder
turned off and on again)

. . .« wise in turning it off.

Oh well, no, that's all right because you'll probably find
some bright spots in il, you know.

Yeh. Well, you know, some of it [ won't use.
Oh yeh, sure.
I'd want to know when you got married the first time.

Me? When [ was marricd the first time? I was married on
May 1, 1922 and I was married the second time July 24,
1944, My first marriage [ had Suzanne who's been married
three times [first to Jwnes Angus McKellar; then to Richard
R. Campbell]. Suzanne [Mrs. Alister W.] Macdonald, her
name is now. Did you getl that?
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Yeh.
And then my second wiTe, Frances Leslie.
Leslie was Frances' maiden name?

Leslie is her family name and that's why we named our boy
Leslie. And then my mother's name was Tabor so we named
Leslie, Tubor. Leslie Tubor Biven. My father was Biven.
Those arc the two dates that | was married and I can't
tell you anymore aboul my family and ourselves except that
[ started in the lfawaiinn Truslt Company and ended up as a
vice president ol thc company, which you know.

Tell me some more stories like the old man and the cats.

Oh, well some of them are not very clean so I won't tell
you. I've had so many cxperiences that I can tell you one
of the accounts that I received--he died recently--was up
in the three million [doltlar] mark on the Island of Hawali.
I was told to go see Mr. feorge C. Watt who was president
of Kohala Sugar Company. And T went to see him.

When was thig?

That was in 1931 and I went to see him. His reputation
was [that of | a very gruff Scotchman with no feeling for
anybody in the world but himuself.

Yeh, that's what I heard.

And he didn't make friends wilh anybody because he didn't
want to, but I learned that like everyone else that he did
have a heart and he did huave something in him that I could
find. Yo I went into his oftice Lo see him in 1931 or '32
and he's a tremendous mun. Y walked in; he said to me,
"What do you want?" I nald, "1 want you" and he just--
knocked him over. "Sit down!" he said., So 1 sat down
with him and he was smokirg a clpur called MacArthur, a
five-cent cigar that a Scolchmin would be smoking.

Wait a minute, Fred.
END OF STILE 2/13D TAPR
BEGINNING OF SIDE 1/2ND TAPE
Yeh, okuy.

I sat down and he said to me, "Whnt do you want again?"
and I said, "Well, wr. Watl, 1've come to ask you 1if you
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would do business with the Hawalian Trust Company." And
he said, "You better wake up. T do business with the Ha-
waiian Trust Company." I 3aid, "Well, this is different.
I'd 1ike very much to discuss an estate plan with you with
regard to your will," and he said, "I'm not interegsted."
And I said, "Okay, Mr. WatL.” He said to me, "It's get-
ting late at night. It's getting late and I don't want
you to be going home in the dark." This is this man that's
been so tough., He said, "I want you to come and have din-
ner and spend the night." I gaid, "Well, Mr. Watt, this
is wonderful. Do you have uny children?" and he said,
"Yes, I have a grown daughter, Elizabeth." [Elizabeth
Louise Watt (Mrs. Williar) wylie] And [ said, "Well,
isn't that nice." "And .ne'll be coming home from school
pretty soon." And she cuune home from school and she came
to me and she said, "Your nwame is Biven?" T saild, "Yes."
"Well," she said, "you huave a sister, Totsie Biven, that
teaches dental hygiene? she's one of my best friends."”

So then, instead of spending one day, I made my head-
quarters there and he took me around and introduced me to
plantation managers such ag a Scotchman by the name of
Webster, and Mr. Webster took me to meet Mr. Middleton,
and Mr. Middleton took me to meet hls cousin up the street.
And so, that was my enlree wilh Mr. Watt and on my next
trip I brought him a box of cigars and then I came back
with a yellow pad and asked him if he'd tell me what did
he put in his will. 1In those days we didn't charge to
make a will. He'd have probably never made it, being
Scotch, but he made his will--and finally he died--and
made many, many wills af'ter that wiih me and the trust
company. He was very fond of Alan Davis, like everybody
else was, and so 1t was eausy for me to get along.

That was an account I got from a man that they said
no one could get any business out of, but that's because
of perseverance and not ftearing--no fear of anybody. Be-
cause most salesmen, you know, are very--they hold back
a little, you know; they can'l be too forward. But that
was my experience and that turned out to be a very wonder-
ful account. [ kept going on and doing these things for
the simple reason that it was my bread and butter and I
just had to keep going. Bul, oh, I had so many difterent
experiences.

You see, my point in getling business is to find out
what the prospect is interested in, whether he's interest-
ed in tennis, polo, botuny- he's interested in flowers or
interested in anything else. Jo an example, one of the
biggest accounts in Lthe Hawaiiun Trust Company came through
over my getting a man from Bez=till Nuts. You know what
they are?

M; I know what a bestill tree is.
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Well, a bestill tree has nuts. They look like chestnuts.
Well, when [ went to work for the Hawaiian Trust Conmpany
Alan Davis said to me, "There's a man out in Kalihi." T
think he lived out there, a German by the name of. . .

He had a daughter. It wasn't Hoffschlaeger. He worked
for Hoffschlaeger Company. He was a German. I'm trying
to think of his name. Well, T've got to think of his nume;
I will. Well anyway, this man, a great big German ran
Hoffschlaeger Company which wits a commission merchant
house here. It sold all kinds of hardware, linen. In
those days, you know, the ships would bring in all of
these different varieties. And so, I heard from Mr. Davis
that he was interested in bestill nuts and that he sent
them back to Germany where they extracted a fluid that was
good for cancer. The German people had a formula. 5o I
went up to a cemetery in Kulihi near a whole forest of be-
5till nuts and I picked up two big sackfuls and look them
to his home and he couldn't understand what it was all
about. [His nume was w«obert Miederic Lange. ]

So finally, one dity I wenl down to. . . . He even
had a coffee grinder thut you grind by hand, you know, in
his off'ice on Bethel Street. I went in and I talked to
him and I said, "I'm very inquisitive about these bestill
nuts--what you want them for and what are they good for.
They're poison to eat."” And [ tried to warn him, "Don't
let anyone eat onc." Beilng al the experiment station, T
remembered that they were polsonous, so I got some good
out of the experiment station.

But then [ wailed for quite awhile to go see him about
his will and his daughter's will. We had a German working
for us by the name of Frank Mahn--M-A-H-N--who was a very
fine gentleman. Unfortunately he got little out of life
but he Llold me about this German thal he knew, so Frank
Mahn helped me make a will for him in German. His name
was Lange. L-A-N-G-F. His daughter gave us her business
and Peter Russell in our off'ice took over the account and
handled it beautifully and that's the end of that one.
That's how I got that through bestill nuts. [Nora Emily
Lange, pregsident; and Anna Geraldine Lange, vice president
of Hoffychlaeger Company Limited]

Through cats, bestill nuty, religion. And Mr. Davis
knew everybody in Hawail on every island and every port of
call where he could give me & lead, you see. And Mr. Dav-
is would say to me, "Freddie, T'd like to have you see if
you can't get this man's businens,” whoever it would be,
and I'd go right atter 1t. 7T wouldn't do anything else
until! I landed that account and if il was hopeless, why
then, J would come back ard diucuss the matter with him
and tell him why 1 thought it was, why I had to give up
because of certain family reialions, you know. But the
accounts that I brought 'n ran into the millions and that



20

was a lot of money in 1931. That was a lot of money and
anything was a loti of money. Everybody needed money and I
was fortunate enough to have a big following in the Water-
house Trust Company oulfil. And 1 didn't mean to do it
but it was my bread and butter and I just brought, oh, so
many accounts from my competitor who took over that the
money just poured in.

There was a youry, man thut came here from Stanford
by the nume of leaton [Luse] Wrenn, who was a classmate of
mine in school, and he used to go with me over to my com-
petitor and bring back all this wealth and it ran way up
into the millions. So Llhat was my first new business for
the trust company, you :iee. 'Then after I got all of that
rolling along, then Mr. Davis said, "I want you to travel
now," o I started and [ went to all the different islands
and T went tuv all the manugers. Then 1 used to gather to-
gether the assistant munugers and the office staff and the
chemistry gtatf arnd lecture to them about why they should
have a will. By that time 1 knew why they should have a
will and [ knew the cost of eslate--what it would cost
them--but in those days, which made it very easy for me,
they had no expense in muking a will and that's why they'd
listen. And then T had to go back and have them sign, to
execute it you know, which Look about a month of my time.
I traveled a lot and [ really loved it.

T was 1living at the Niumalu [Hotel], you see, all
this time and my sister was the manager under me, so T
could travel and she woulcd handle everything, and it
worked out. And then, when I was in the Niumalu I found
several wealthy people that came here to live and I talked
to them about making business with Hawaiian Trust. So I
have had some very wonderful experiences with human nature
--people--and I was never destroyed by any of their crude-
ness and rudeness. Some ol them were rude to me and some
of them would swear at me to get out of their office and
they're not going to die--whoever heard of dying and didn't
need a will; a will wasn't necegsary and, oh, I forget
everything anyway--which was all crazy, you know. And now
everybody's educated to the point that they need a will.
So I went on and on, Lynda.

s your name Lynda or

You keep calling me Brenda.

Brenda or Lynda?

Lynda.

Lynda. Yeh, because I have a Brenda friend, awfully nice.

She's a nurse and her nume is Brenda. And then [John
Scott Boyd ILI] Scotty Pratt -you know, that's who I thought
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was going to interview me: Scott's wife, Brenda [Cooke
Pratt]. T didn't know it was you. I talked to your hus-
band one day and he said, "1 hear you have a date with my
wife."

You know, this is all very interesting because I talk
about these things to myself--the experiences and they
were so wonderful--but T don't know. I had another [cli-
ent]. He's dead now but his name was Spalding and he
lived on the Island of Kaual and he came up here [to Hono-
lulu). Oh, this was forty yewars ago and he came up here
to a Wild West show they had at Aala Park and I went with
Harold Castle, who was a great friend of Mr. Spalding's.
The Spaldings were very wealthy people and I, all the time
in my whole lifetime, 1t wus Hawailan Trust and Hawaiian
Trust, and every wife I had said, "To hell with Hawaiian -
Trust." That's the way it went. "You gpend more time
with them than you do your own family.” Okay.

So this fellow Spalding, I talked to him about his
will about a week or two betore we went to this rodeo. And
they called for riders to ride a little donkey and he got
on the donkey and rode the donkey and it didn't buck him
off. It was a sawdust ring, you know, so I got onto this
little donkey. I think his name was Rufus or Phil [Philip
E. Spaldirng] or something. [ don't know what it was. And
I got on and the firsl buck he bucked me right off and I
fell into the sawdugl. And Lhe next day he came into the
Hawaiian Trust Compuny, [ guess it was--yeh, to see me and
asked me if I was all right. So I said, "Yes," and he
said, "Well, next time you come down to Kauai, you come
and talk to me." And that's one way I got his business,
S0 we became very friendly.

That was Philip Spalding, huh?
Could have been Rufus or his brother Walter.
There's a Philip Spalding that was in construction.

I know who knows what his name ig, if' you needed to know.
Jimmy [James Chrislian] Castle would know his name. He
was a great friend of the Castle.s.

Can you remember any stories about plantation managers?

Oh yes. The manager of the Hilo Sugar Company's name was
Alec Frascr and he had a daughtlter, Ella Fraser--very at-
tractive- and she was a trained nurse. I went to see him
at the town of Wainaku. It's in Hilo. I went to see him
about his will and he said that there was no necessity for
him to have a will. So I said, "Mr. Fraser, you have this
lovely daughter and two gons." And incidentally, one of



B

22

his sons is the manager now of the largest sugar planta-
tion in the world in Puerto Rico or someplace. His name
is Richard.

I became very much amoured with this little nurse.
She later became a mother of seven girls (chuckles) and
lived over on the other side of the island.

Well, I wanted to get hius business in the worst way
and he used to smoke a pipe and the pipe that he smoked
was the most terrible pipe that I've ever seen, so the
next visit back to Hilo T brought him a pipe. He said,
"How in the hell am I going tu break this thing in?" You

have to break in pipes, you know. "Well," I said, "maybe
we will, Mr. Fraser. 1 saw you smoking this old pipe and
I thought it would be so nice." He said, "Now, young man,

you were talking about a will and T married a woman from
Scotland and she wag listening to your conversation." Her
name was- oh, I can®t think of her name. Her name was
Locke. L-0-C-K-E. He told me that she said that it was
the proper thing to miake a will and then when he asked me
how much .t was I said, "Nothing," why, he went along and
made his will. And Ella, the daughter, told her father
that that was the lhing for him to do, so I got their help
there.

And then he was so kind he took me to several planta-
tions on the Island of Hawall and introduced me to planta-
tion managers and doctors. I did a very big business with
doctors of the plantalions. Every plantation had a plan-
tation doctor and ihe doctor had an office. I became very
friendly with a Dr. Tubrah--T-A-B-R-A-H--who had a lovely
wite, incidentally. She was just adorable and her name
was Ruth Tabrah. |Dr. Frank L. Tabrah]

They're getting divorced, you know.

They are? (recorder turned off and on again) 1 became
very much amoured with his wife, she was so lovely. Her
name is Ruth Tabruah and he iu still at the plantation
they're closing up in Kohal:a.

Well anyway, they were trying to get the doctor but
didn't think ahout a will. T knew he had money. So they
were trying to get « plece of property on the beach at
Mahukona which came by way of right of eminent domain in
the one sense, and Lhe otlher it came by adverse possession.
These people had lived on it for about fifteen years and
they never could tind the owner so they claimed the owner-
ship, these Hawaiians. And [ arranged for them to get
that land and they have it to this day and it's worth over
a hundred thousand dollars, right on the water at Mahu-
kona. Well, he gave me his buislness and then she gave me
her will and she inheritied--Don handles her account now.
Her name ig Tabrah and she just came into fit'ty thousand
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dollars and I think Don invested it for her. T don't know
just what he's doing, bul he handles the account now. But
that was another plantation that I became very well ac-
quainte ' with.

Then another manager. . . . There were two brothers
called James Campsey [and William Campsey] and [James)
Campsey married, as you know, a Cushnie.

Oh yeh? (recorder turned off and on again) Naalehu.
Naalehu Plantation and his brother, Jim, was the manager
of' Pahala Plantation. There were two managers and two
brothers and Willjam Campsey is related to your husband by
marriage. William Campsey's daughter is Mrs. [Alexander]
Burso. Do you know Mris. Burso {the former Margaret Cush-
nie]}, Dr. Burso's wite?

No, no. [He has confused the names Campsey and Cushnie
and actually ig referring to William Cushnie's daughter.]

sure.

Huh uh.

I bet you my tife that Burso's wife is William Campsey's
(daughter]. Not Williwam. What the hell's his name? Ahh.
Who is her father?

William Cushnie.

Cushnie! What am I talking about, oh yeh. William Cush-
nie was the manager. Yeh.

Oh, okay.
Yeh. Cushnie. What's-his-name died. Jim Campsey died
and left his brother, William Campsey, at Naalehu {[Planta-
tion]. And then he introduced me to William Cushnie,
right?

Right!

And his daughter married Burso.

Right.

1 was getting Campsey and Cushnie mixed up. And they had
a large family and lived in Pahala.

Yeh.
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And I breezed into that town . . . (recorder turned off
and on again) . . . friends, and Dr. [V.B.] Appleton, be-
ing at one time a very flamous physician here, and so I
tried to set my cap out to find out just the best approach
to this house to go see her. So I thought it all over and
on a Sunday morning 1 went up to the house and rang the
doorbell and Dr. Appleton cwne to the door and she said,
"Yes?" and 1 said, "Yes, I'vu come to see you. Our dear
little friend, Mru. Makai, told me that you might be in-
terested in what T have to usay about business," and she
said, "Come right in." She was very gracious and I went
in and there wias her little sister in a walker and I sat
down. Of course, I don't hear well and I couldn't hear
what the sister was saying but I could hear the doctor. I
didn't have my hearing aid on. I don't have it on now, as
a matter of fact. I don't like it. I can get along pret-
ty well without it.

And so I went in and sal down and I admired their
home and porch and gorgeous v.ew of Diamond Head and so
forth and so on.. Then [ looked around the house and she
said, "For heaven's sake, Mr. Uiven, don't look at this
awful wall. It's so dirty and I'm ashamed of it and we
are contemplating on having some painters come very soon."
She said, "You know painters are rather expensive," and so
forth and I said, "Well now, wait a minute. I'm a painter.
I've been painting for years. Do you mind if I come up
next Sunday--next weekend--and do the painting? And I
have gome wonderful marine paint." She said, "You're
fooling me, aren’t you?" I said, "No. I'm a plumber, a
painter and a carpenter but I'm not an electrician because
I was always afraid of electrical work."

So 1 came up the next Sunday and got up the ladder
and I painted the room all glossy white. Oh, 1t was beau-
tiful. And then, about a week later I went up to see them
to see if the paint had dried and that was just a come-on .
I brought them each a beautiful sponge cake. I said, "I
was judst passing this place and I looked in the window and
I saw this sponge cake and I thought, well my, these two
nice little people up here would like to have a piece of
sponge cake and I bought it."” They laughed and thought
that was a great idea to have this sponge cake.

Well then I sturted and every Sunday for two years
I'd leave here and drive up and go to the bakery. And
then I heard that she liked--what the hell was it? Oh,
chocolate wafers with stuft inside. Anyway, I got the
right wafers and [ took them to her and she saiu, "Where
did you ever find them? We couldn't find them anyplace."
"Oh," I said, "you can tind them."

Well, time went on and T brought them a watermelon
and so forth and every Sunday. $o finally she took me up-
stairs and she said, "This rampant that goes around the
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wall is dirty, just like the one downstairs." And I said,
"Well now, look! I'm not going to let a painter come up
here and walk around on this floor and probably cave it
in. Do you mind if T paint it?" She said, "Why no, but
you let me buy the paint," and I said, "T won't buy any
paint."” So T painted that.

And so time went on and her little sister became
quite 111. And then she couldn't eat the things that I'd
bring her--the vegetables or anything else or sponge cake
--80 I brought her flowers instead. 1'd just stop at, you
know, these little florists along the road up here and
pPick up some flowers.

So finally her little gister cume to me and said, "I
haven't very long to go. Do you mind if you help me make
a will?" So I made the will for the little sister and she
left each one of the boys a thousand dollars. She wanted
to give it to me and I said, "No, I can't take anything.

I can take it but I won't. T'd like it to go to the boys."
Well, she died and left $2,500,000 and I administered the
account in the trust company with Buddy Knudsen and his
outfit and I kept a separate set of books in pencil. So
every week I went up to see her I'd let her know how the
estate stood and one savings account was $198,000 and an-
other savings account was about $40,000 and all this mon-
ey. And so 1 was so proud of that estate coming in.

So then she passed on, unfortunately. She died and
she left everything--$60,000 to the Mid-Pacific Institute
where she was a teacher fifty years ago. A teacher, and
died and left almost two million. [Herbert Buddy Knudsen]

M: Where'd the money come from?
B: Well, her mother came from Minnesota and they owned terri-

fic, large tracts of land and when they left there to come
to Hawaii they sold these long tracts of land to people in

END OF SIDE 1/2ND TAPE
END OF 1NIERVIEW

Re-transcribed and edited by Katherine B. Allen
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THE WATUMULL FOUNDATION ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

In May 1971, the Watumull Foundation initiated an
Oral History Project.

The project was formally begun on June 24, 1971 when
Katherine B. Allen was selected to interview kamaainas
and longtime residents of Hawail in order to preserve
thelr experiences and knowledge. In July, Lynda Mair
joined the staff as an interviewer.

During the next seventeen months, eighty-eight per-
sons were interviewed. Most of these taped oral his-
tories were transcribed by November 30, 1972.

Then the project was suspended indefinitely due to
the retirement of the foundation's chairman, Ellen
Jensen Watumull.

In February 1979, the project was reactivated and
Miss Allen was recalled as director and editor.

Three sets of the final transcripts, typed on acid-
free Permalife Bond paper, have been deposited respec-
tively in the Archives of Hawaii, the Hamilton Library
at the University of Hawaii, and the Cooke Library at

Punahou School.



