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!VIr:. IHvt:n, whn Wil:3 t)\'lrft jn ~:ar JV!ateo, Cu.lif ­
ornia, c:H11e tu Hawc.d.i c-d Utl! i.Lge or ni.rwteen in 
January 1 'J17. 

:n 1\u,•sw:;t 1S'1'/, ;tt t.lw r-equest of Atf ·red Low­
rey Cc.t~;t.l.e, hn JL~ft <.t cl('ri..c<:l l jolJ at the Hawaiian 
Su1_• t u· Vlantlc:r::.;' 1\ :: .:Cic i <YLinJJ b:xperjment Stat i on and 
Wf; rtL to l ·'l · <HH~e whl:P:' hE: clrove an ambulance ·or the 
f.'renctt Ar-my. 

After· t:he 1\ cud ::J L · C(-:!, he returned to Honolulu 
Hnd WrJ S L·mployect t.y t h E:: vJntcrhout>e 'l'ru~;t Company 
t't·om J ')?0 until tl11-~ ll u p :n.~ ::;:: .iun of 1929 when he a nd 
twenty others i. n Ute : :Lock bt·ok<~·r·a~:e depar·trnent 
WlH'(: di :cillli ::.; ::> eel j n 1')'31.. 

ln 1~31 Alan ~ . Uavis hired Mr. Biven to work 
in th(; new bw;inn :; :-.:; d e pu.rttnun L of the Hawaiian 
'J1 rU:Jt Company. !Vir. [li ven }t <trtdll·; d hi.::; duties so 
suc::ct:sf;fuJly tha L tw lo V<C:Ilt ll y t)e <.: t..tme a vice 
pre:-;id<·nt o:J' Lhu fi.nn, a po :: j_ Ll on tle held. at the 
time ol' his retire!ltl·ttL in J<)'! l. 

I\ proficient' ten11i:J p .L a y1·r·, !Vir·. Blven won 
thi.rt.v ·-ldp;ht chc.unplutt:>hlp ~ ~ in Hawaii and the state 
champ l u n: ; h i. p in C uJ i f o r-r 1 i a . 

!Vir. Hiven'~j JJ8t'. ;orul lti ~;tory, busine!Js exper­
ien<.:es and a~>socj at i.on~:, ··utd l;he nte thud:::; he used 
to olJiaj n bu~.dni! _i ~3 f r,r Llu-· Haw;ti.i:..m '.!'rust Company 
are related in t11i.E; tl'<trt ~;cr i. p 1• • 

Lynda IV' : tir · , l nLt::rv.i.l :wer 

<0 1479 Tht: kJatur11ul l l•'ouu<l i•. Lior t , ()r r.d. !li.:Jtory 1-'roject 
~ 0~ , 1 Yu ttn; _!: : :t i"t:!el, l !u rlo l ul u, HCiWrL. i. SJ6826 

AlJ r· .i- !'!:tlt~ ru ~: E:rvvcl. rL'hi : ran ~ :c:ripL, o r any part 
t.tlert:o 1· , ma y nut. ll fJ ct:pr ·(".J uce i.Jt c.my forrn without 
the p e r m i ::: ~-; i l.J! , , 1 f L tlt·: '!\ , 1 t. l .! fli u J I. I · o u ml at i o n . 



JNTEHVJEV~ WITH F'EDRIC 0 0. BIVEN 

At his Waialae-Kahala home, 4645 Moho Street, Honolulu 96816 

August 17, 1971 

B: Fedrico 0. Biven 

M: Lynda Mair, lnterviewur 

!Vla What I want to &sk you ubouL, 
to when you first came. 

I•' reel, 1. " . w 

B: I can go back to t!le hour I fir:3t cume. 

if you ean go back 

M: Okay, and just start telling me the thingG that you did, 
what happened, who you rnet, w}Htt you did for a li Vi(lg, 
where you worked. 

B: Would that be of interest to anybody else? WeJ.l, let me 
put it this way, when do you ~;tart recording so I'll know? 
Don't want to waste any [tape j. 

M: That's okay. 

Ba No, no, but is the machine going now? 

!VI: Yeh. Yeh. 

B: Oh, I see. Well, let'~> say that it all happened on Janu­
ary 8, 18';)7 wt1en I wa::; borrt j n a ~mull town called San Ma­
teo about twenty mile;; :-;ouLh oi' :.;an Francisco, [Califor­
nia] and went along as a youngG tf~r unU 1 the fire and 
earthquake in San F'rarJc .i sco on l\prl1 18, 1906 when we were 
forced to leave the city anc.l r:.o · 1~ o the country, where my 
mother rente(! a house which consisted of about twenty bed­
rooms--rooms all throu1 ~ho u L Liw house. And the refugees 
from the fire and ear Llt4_ualu· ir1 ~:an Francisco, they all 
came riown and moved intu our home -a very rieh group of 
San f'rancisco Jewish puople--and among them wan the Mr. 
!Vl.J.B. Brandenstein of the coft"ne com_I.>e-1ny and all of his 
friends from ~~an F r-anc:l ~;co that were ln need of' a place to 
sleep and eat. 

Let' n utart at my boyhood days. I had a brother and 
a sister, Carolina, and a si;:;ter, lV!aye. live all grew up in 
thiEl little town un tl.L I was ninet0en years oJ d, when I 



2 

set sail for Honolulu on January 4, 1917 on the S.S. Great 
Northern. I a.rl'iv<::d in Hono.Lulu on the 11th of January, 
three dayu after my n·neteenth birthday. Upon arriving 
here, I was met by M1·. C eorg!"~ Ii Brown, one of Honolulu's 
outstanding philanthr·op ·i ~ts :mel a great fri8nd of my sis­
ter Carolina. I was t~ken into tow by his mother [Irene 
Ii (Mrfi. Chm·les 1\.) Flrownl• and her other son, Francis Ii 
Brown, .lived wjth his mot.hl:r c-tnd I moved in. 

I applied for job:-> in vF.tr'i ou:~ places and finally 
found an ad in the paJ)<:H' [stating] that the HSPA [Hawaiian 
Sugar· PlanteJ~s· 1\ssol' .LF-tLLoJtl J•:xpuriment Station was look­
ing for· an entornoJ ogi: ; L. l inunedi[Ltely anBwered the ad by 
calling at the :=; tat .i..on i::lnd tu.llced to !VIr. Hamil ton Pope 
Agee, director of the e.x..J:.HH'i..lllent station, and he hired me 
as an enLomo .LotsisL. HavLrw: tleen an excellent student in 
botany, 1 Lnuught 1 cou.Ld l"iJ .L t he blll. However, within 
a few week~l they 1'o und that I knew nothing about entomolo­
gy but thuy kept IIH::l on 1 n the of.L'i..ce where I worked as a 
clerk. IVJy pay was thirty dol tar-!> a month in gold. Our 
paymaster, IVlr. K1nnoy, saw to it lhat J always had five­
dollar r,old pieces becau~;e I nt!Ver could get rid of a 
twenty-dollar gold pjece. 

About August 191'7 I was approached by IVIr. Alfred 
[Lowrey] Castle to go to France Lo llri ve an u.mbulance for 
the [i'rench Army and I thought .it a good idea and 18ft for 
France on August 27, 1917. A week later I was joined in 
:-:ian Francisco l>y F'r<.tm.:is H. r. Bcown, William Wells and 
William Noble, all prom Lnent Honed ul u people. We set out 
for New York on the Jrd of Sevtember and were delegated to 
go to AlJ.entown, Pennsylvania whe.r·e we went to a school 
and studied mechanisms of automol>iles and care i'or the 
wounded. 

After a complete course, we sailed from New York on 
the S.S. Carrnania on January 8, 1918. We arrived in Hali­
fax just 1:n time -to :jee the destruction that was caused by 
a dyne:Linite explosion in the harbor. Leaving Halifax, we 
arrived in Southan1p ton, EflE•:l<.LIHl fourteen days later. From 
there we were stat i.out.:rl i_n a smaJ l town out side of Liver­
pool called Winchester, the horne of the Knights of the 
Hound 'T1able. After f;tayint:'; there for a few days, an epi­
demic o1' rneasles broke out and fortunt:ttely the Honolulu 
contingent was statiorwd :in the right spot on the uchool 
campuu. 

We C:tfTived in France auout the 20th of January and 
were ins Lructed to go l,o a town caJ.led :.~aint Auxerre where 
we aB::;ernble<i our <-unhulaJtC:E.::c; ami two weeks later ::;et out 
i'or the front. Our Jil·~~ t exper·ierH:e of gunfire was in a 
small town called Hee: .: vai s. J''rom then on we spent the 
rest of the year with Lrw jJr.d Division of the French Ar­
my. 

On the night of November' 11, 1918 the German council 



came aero::.;~ rhe l i !lf'! ~j I ;iurrendc~ring to the Allie !::l. I per­
sonally g o L to know C:l ·nuca l H<:1un VinterfieJ.d and leurned 
of many intere::1tinc:, .irtLr-ip;Le::; Lrw.t had !!;One on during the 
war. J·'rom th.:: meu·r,.ln!-; of LhL' lle rrnan co uncil, we weHt back 
to Paris <tnd JatP.r !.: aLI.e<l l 'rl) lll Br·e~t for New York on a 
ship ealle:d the ~~. :·;. 1~1_~':_1 -l:..oJ.}'. 

'l'.hh: isn •-c ·t:oo lung, l ti i. t ? 

JVlz Great! You're j us t doing o·eat. 

R1 We ar:r·iveu in New York on Junl· 6, 1919 and from there [we 
went] to r'::.tl!IJ> Dix _in Nnw Jur· :ky w.hu ·ce we stayed until July 
1919. 'rttc:LL t!'ndell my r:xp<Jri.en~ etJ from childhood practical­
ly up into m<1 n.hnocl. 

1 Ccl!ll8 l>ac:k to J-Iuno l u: U anu fortunately had met SO!lle 
infl uentio L peo fJle, i nt~ L udi r ' !VIl'. Walter [Francis] Dilling-
ham. He lll~in['. a tt.:nnlJ enthu:;ia~;t a nd I beinr.; a fairly 
e;ood tenni :; player, J becruuu ·_tcquainted with the Dilling-
ham fc:unily and he set me t. to wo1 k with the Waterhouse 
Trust CorrlJ:lany. I stLn·ted wi 1~ h Lttel!l in January 1920. lVIy 
experiencr:s with t.tw Wa Lerhuu~:u 'l'ru~;t Company were certain­
.Ly thrilLing. I hn:ppt·ned t:u bL· appointed to handle such 
business a ~J the Gay ;,tnll. f\o hi. r1 ::->un JJlantu lions and through 
my connections with Lhern I l e ;.u·neu a treat deal about the 
sugar businest\. Howev<:~r. :r decided th;,tt 1 would move into 
the ~rtoek brulwra:~;e dcpart111<.HLL anu later on, ln 1929, Oc­
tober, the : ~'Lol:k marl\ e L era :-;twd ; tr1d l was let out of' the 
trust company alone: with twun ty u Llter-~1. 

Havint; no job a 1: t.hj_ s Llrnu, 1 rnwt a gentleman on the 
str·eet by the name of JUan [S.] Davi~:;. who had _played ten­
nis with me at variuus time-! :;, and he asked me to come to 
see him IV!unduy with n*).:trd to worlc. I waf; hired and re­
mained with the Huwai.i.an 'l'cutJt Com}JC::LHY from 1931 to 1971. 
I must say Uwt my uxperiem.:t-):: wLth HawaLian 'l'rust Company 
were very inLeresl.inf'~ and uxri Li11g:. 

lVly job with llawalian '/'J·u:-;L was new bu~;inesH and hav­
ing a number of fx-i ~~nrh~ t hru ut,h lli.Y athletic abilj ty in 
goJ.f, tennis anrl bu :·ik.e tbalL, i. L wa~> not di:ffi.cult for me 
to find my:..;e]f prod.uctjvr: i'or !:he: Hawaiian Trw;t. Never 
hav1ng had a collef!Je eliucatil>n I di<l whaL I wau told and 
how 1 wa::; to g(l C:Ll•C•ut tu e:et rtew t>Llfiine!1!1, whieh rer~ulted 
in a very succeA:ifUL C<tr··~er - , mJt dut! pC:Lrtl.cularJy to my 
ability tJ .1 L the ent r·ee hac l tJL: i ng asuociate<i with Hawaii's 
large:._;t arc!. most eXJJC:rj_uncvcl l: :nl ~ ;t l:ompany. 

lVIy J Ll' e irt the lluwaiir.Ln 'l'J'II:::t ComlJi:lny br-ought many 
culobri. t i t : :~ into ·n n: comp<-liiY, ~; uch as thtJ VandE!rl..lil ts from 
Nt~w Yu1· .. , 'L hlj l~mer'fiOtJ:j, the lrrj ll i ant Paley::;, Lht~ Duke 
Jo11nst0ns <J.nli rnany other:_;. r t wa:; not lorw; tJefore I was 
t n1.ve ling l,h rout'.tlO 11t Uw Wt>r. -1 d fur JVIr. Vartlierbj l t and I 
Ltssur·e yo u my e.xper .' em:IJ ;; wt l,h h.l rn wnre nto:;t exciting, 
havi.ltg 1>et ·n uent uff to LhL' u.r.·l ent aL times, New York at 



times, and it was most profitablE! for my company. 

M: 

This tape going on, is .i.t? 

Urn hm. Wait, Freddie, let'~ 
ask you some questions. 

B: Oh yes, fine. 

M: About stuff you've J.e.ft out. 

B: Yel'L 

back. I want to 

M: Okay? Let Is go way back to the .Jegi nning. Can you give 
me your parents' nc:une~>? 
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B: My parents? Yes. IVly rnotherlu nwne was Georgia Tabor Biv­
en. Her maiden namt; wa~ rl'at.Jo ['. Vly father was John Fran­
cis Bi Vt:!n. !Vly father's p<:u·n nt s were direct descendants of 
De Anza in C alifornla, tlw ear I y expJ orer. 

M: Could you spell that? 

B: De Anza? D-E capital A-N-Z-1\. He was an explorer, a very 
prominent one, and many town::=; an<l ei ties are nruned aft8r 
him in California. 'l'.hC:Lt wa:1 rny oar1y origin and my grand­
mother's sidE:: was the Van H.en~:;J.e:r·s from New York. They 
were Dutch. But th<-L·L's what Lheir n<:unes were. You want 
the names of my fc:uni ly, my brothers and sisters, do you? 

M: Yeh, you f.:ClVe me your t:>ister Carolina. 

B: Carolina, and the other one was lVIaye. I gave you that. 
lVI-A-Y-E, th<::tt is. /\net my hrothf:::r, John Raeey [Biven]. 
R-A-C-E-Y. 'l'hat was fllY brother. 

lVI: What did your father do fur a living? 

B: My father was the p:r·e ~d.d8n t c1f Hills Brothers Coffee Com­
pany in SHit J:.'ranci ~3CO. 

M: Oh. 

B: He traveled between Hio de Janeiro and San F'rancisco. 
~'hat Is where he rnet IllY 1no th<:: r. He was originally a buyer 
for the H1.'lls Brother· :; peopJ e Etnll there wer8 two Hills 
Brothers, one J-[j lJ:; Bru Lher :; i11 New York and Hills Broth­
ers in California. lVly L:~thc~r wu :.; u;;soc.i.ated with the Cali­
fornia HiLls Brother .::; . He J l vecl :i.n Brazil rno st of the 
time. In <io de Janeiro .tle w<w with the rubber company 
there. ln Brazil, you lcnow, ~~<J. : ; a great rubber producer at 
that time. /\nd wha te ve r· yuu vmn t to know I can tell you. 
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M: Were your parents divorced? 1s that why he ... 

B: Hm? 

M: Were your pare::nt s di voreed? 

B: No. No, no. Hell no. 

M1 Hu 1ived in BraziJ, you tlaiu. 

B: Oh yeh, nto t> t of the tin1e hec a u se that's where his bu::;iness 
waG-- the coffee bu : .. d.ne :_;s <mJ t l rubber business. 

M: Oh, l see. 

B; No, he lived in Brazil~ good deal of the time and that's 
where he met my mother, on a boat between Rio de Janeiro 
and San Francisco. 

M1 I sea. Okay. Where did you go to school? 

B: Me? 1 went to San Mateo Union High School. I went to 
Stanford [University] on Monday and left for Honolulu on 
Wednesday. (Lynda chuckles) 

M: Why did you decide [on] Honolulu? 

B: Because Francis Brown was a very prominent figure and he 
promised 1110 all kinds and he was courting my sister Maye. 
He was courting her and that's where we got the connection. 

M: I see. How did he maet her? 

B: He met her through Hi c:hard Smart--Richard Smart's grand­
mother, Tootsie Knight. That might be interesting because 
she's very well known. You know Richard 3rnart of the Par­
ker HFI.nch? His graHdrnother wa:.; married to my mother's 
cousin. l"red Knie;ht, h L~ nc.une was. 'I'hat would be inter­
esting because people would never know that. F'red Knight 
was a 1awyer in San Frc-wc i ~co and my Aunt 'l'oot sie Knight, 
Ghe was a Dowsett--Dow :::>ett fc-unily .here. 'Ehat 's Richard 
Smart's grandma ther and ~>he hau a daughter, Thelma, who 
wa::-1 Rlchurd ~Jrnart's mother. My siuter Maye and Thelma 
were very clcJ~>e friend~> and that's how · happened to get 
the feeling about eornlng to Hawaii. 

[F.lizabe th J. ('L'outsie) IJowsett married John P. Par­
ker, l[I ar~ they hud a daughter, Thelma Kahiluonapuao-
pi 'ilani Parker ( 1B9'+-191Lr) whu rnarr ied H. G. Smart. 'l'hey · 
had a son, Hi.chEtrd Smart, lJorn i..n 1913. John P. Parker, 
11 I died at nine teen when 'I'helrna K. 1J&rker was thn:e 
months olLl. Hf~ r mo tht•r then married !-<'red Knight. ed.KBA] 



M: I see. What was the name of the little town you went to 
in California after the eart.hquake? 

B: San Mateo. 

lVI: Is that where you lived after the earthquake? 

Br Yeh. We were living jn that town · when the earthquake 
[hit]. I was born in that town- -San Mateo. 

lVIr Yeh. 
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B: Yeh, but we moved in San !Vlut8u. We moved from a small 
house to this big hou~;e when: we tuok care of all the::le 
refugee:::; from the fire and <..H·Lr' thq uuk u in Se:m Francisco. A 
very rich colony ot' Juwt; Ci.:unu clown. All of San Francis­
co's prominent people cr:une clown-- the Lilienthals, the Min­
erB, the Brandensteins, Fleitw .u.kers. All of those people 
carne and stayeu with us. 

lVI: I see. 
office? 

Okay, that answers that part. 
~vhere wat> it? 

What was the HSPA 

D: It was the [Hawa.iian] Sugar Planters' [Association] Exper­
iment Station. Well, thE: vLantcttions sent their samples 
of sugar to be analyzed. 1\nd finally I ended up by work­
ing in the office. I uidn't get away with the entomology. 
(Lynda laughs) 

lVl: Where was the office? 

B 1 On Keeawnoku Street. It's sti l.l there. 

lVI: Same place? 

B: Yeh. 

Mr Okay. Why did Alfred Castle ask yuu to fO to France? 

B: Because he was asked by the Urdted States Lawn Tennis As­
Gociation who were giving c::unbulance::; to !<~ranee but without 
drivers, so he cwne to me and asked me if I would go; and 
he wa:J the head o1' the f-<.f~d Cro EiS here at the time and so 
we all went on that prerni ::.;e. /\nd I warw' t very happy with 
my work anyway, but I wanted <t L1 ven ture. I was only nine­
tenn yearfl o l u. 

M: You were workj ng for thu H:.:>PA ctt that point. 

Br I was, ye~. I wa:::; working ther·e. That's right. 



M1 And you left there and went to Prance. 

B: That's right, yett. 

M: And then yCJu came back and went . . . 

B: You know, it's a strange th.lng and I could mention a part 
of my life, but it wa~=> a disastrous one for a very famous 
rnan here who mnbe z~leJ -~·?SO, 000 from a company and he's 
the man that gave me the money tu go. I didn't have any 
money and lVlr-. Castle didn't o1'fer me any money, but I was 
going around with this man's <..laughter. 
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M: Let's see. Who was the president of Waterhouse Trust Com­
pany in 1920? 

B: Robert W. Shingle. That's a good question. 

M1 Shingle? 

B 1 Shingle. S-H-I-N-G-L-E. Hobert W. Shingle was the presi­
dent n.nd it failed on accoLtrtL of the stock crash. 

M1 That's when they went out of business. 

Ba In 19]1. 'l'hat's when I went to work for Mr. Alan Davis, 
my savior. 

lVI: Yeh. 

B: I've been with him eve:r since. He's a lovely, finest man 
that ever lived. I haven't talked to him since he's been 
back but your h~sband lcnows h l m. 

M: Yeh. Is the Alan Ilavis that you know the son of Alan Da­
vis Senior? Was there two? 

B: No. 

M: No? 

B1 There's only one Alan Davi~~. 

!VJ: He's an old man now, then. 

B: He is now the pre fJille n t of the trustee u of the Campbell 
Estate n.nd .he was founcier lJt·ac t 1cal Ly--he wa::; the execu­
tive vice 1-rce~;ident of Hawailan 'l'rust Company for thirty 
year-s and he stopped there in 19J/S to go to work for Cast­
le & Cooke and I went to work for h i m in 1931. 



M: Dj d he used to live down on K.ing Street and Piikoi? 

B: That's right. He lived on King S treet in a cow pasture 
there, ye.h. 

M: Yeh. 

B: How did yuu. k.now that? 

lVh 1 just got through wri t:in~; a book about ,John Walker. 

B: Oh yeh, we ·ll, that's whure he lived, next door to John 
Walker. Yeh, Lhat' s ri f!)l t. 

M: And the Purker~ ar~ the McC nrthys and all of them. 

B: Yes, sure, that's righ·L. And the Duvises. Yeh. 

M: But that's the same Alc.Ln Davif;, then. 

Ba Same Alan DE.~.vis, yes. He':_; ::;o venty-ei.ght now. He's seven­
ty-eight years old. 'l'hat' fi the se:uue une. 

M: Okay. 

B: Oh, he's a wonderful man. 

M: Who was president of H;:twai ian 'l'ru:>t? 

B: J. R. Galt. And :i.ncidentally, J' ve worked for nine presi­
dents. (Lynda laughs) Isn't that amazing? 

lVI: Yeh. 

B: That's including [Peter] h~te kussell now. No, let's see, 
eight presidents. 1-'ete Hus:-;ell' ~~ the eighth one I worked 
for. 

M: Wow. 

B: I'm :'Jtill working for him but I . (recorder turned 
off and on again) l lutow Ute hiDtor'y of everybody here 
that you rnii!)Yt a::;k me c..dJ()U t . 

M: Yeh, I want to get to that. 
first, okay? 

B • Y e h , okay . 

I want to finish with you 

lVI: When you joint::d Hawr-tiian Tru:..-; t you went to work in the new 
business uepartment. 



B: That's right. 

M: Were you head of the new l u::;ines:.:; department? 

B: I wa~ the head of it. No, 1 worked for Carter Galt. He 
was the head of the new business department and I worked 
for him. 

M: And J.R. Galt was president. 

B: rresident, right. 

M: Carter Galt'~ his son? 

Ba And his son was the secretary. Carter was the secretary. 

M: I see, and he was head of lll-:!W buuineu:1. 

B 1 He was, ye fJ, and I was his <.W:-;i utant. Thun I became the 
manager of the new businem.:J deya rtment and handled all the 
adver t;i sing for the t1·u~rL r:ompuny. L wrote ads. Your 
itusband ha:.:; ::1ee n some of rny aJ:; that were re&lly very won­
derful alls, but they don't allvurtise Lhe human side of 
life anymore. 

END OF :=;IDE 1/1 S'l' 'I'J\PE 

. . . who started the Erner ::;on Drug Company, which was Bro­
mo Seltzer. You remember? I~ ver heard of Bromo Seltzer? 
Well, that's where thuy made their millions--on Bromo Selt­
zer. ~~hey came l"rom, _[ Lhi nk it wns, Maryland someplace 
that they originally came from. [ 'rhe Emersons were his 
clients at Hawaiian Trust Company.] But there's no end of 
things I cou]d tell you. What is this book [based on this 
interview] going to be? Are tlley ['I'he Watumull Foundation] 
going to sell it? 

lVI: Well, not really, you know. 'l'he foundation isn't doing it 
for a profit. 

B: No, I see. You may be able to buy one, won't you? 

M: Yeh, and they'll puL lt in 1itJrarit:s. 

B, Oh fine. Uh huh, that's what I mean. 

lVI: And it'll be for scttolc:tr:; to u:_:;e <t:3 a resouree book to 
check about _people, you know. 

B: WeJ 1, I'm g;lad I had a chanc: e to g) ve you this information 
because ver'y often Alun Davis and people 1 ike that have 
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asked me to see if I couldn't sit down and write something. 
My memoirs would be much different from this because I 
would go into detail of what I did for these people and 
how I got business. I got business in the most peculiar 
ways and no man in thL~ world could have gotten the busi­
ness that I got through the things that I did from the hu­
man angle and it was very profitable to Hawaiian Trust 
Company because I f0und these gold mines with all these 
different people thEJ.t ca!lle through. 

I didn't put in there that JVIr. Davis put me in as the 
manager o:f t he Niwnalu Hotel in 1931, which is now the Ha­
waiian Vi..Jlage, and I wa ~ fourteen years the manager of 
the hotel, along with my duties in tho truut company as a 
tru f:l t of .Lie ur. 1\nu thu t' D whun I ·r-u ally 'gar nod onto' 
groat expedence:-:~. Everybody wau sleeping with everybody 
else. 

lVI: How did you uteet Vandecb}lt? 

B1 I met [George] Vanderbilt. . His secretary called me 
at the Hawaiian '!'rust Company and asked me ii' Mr. Vander­
bilt could use the tenniu courts that I controlled. I'm a 
trustee of the .Beretania Tennis Club which is land given 
to us by Mr. Alfred Cautle. And I went oOt to see him 
play and he was so awi'ul that l asked him if I could play 
with him sometime and give him a few pointers because he 
didn't know a damn thing about tennis, so I got to know 
hirn awfully well. His fir:3 L wife was a darling person. 
Her nc:uue was Lulu Parson~;, ver·y prominent New York family, 
and they had a daughter, Lulu. She's a very prominent 
society woman in New York now. 

Vanderbilt--we won the championship together later on 
in years and he becc.une very much attached co me. He had 
this beautiful home in South Carolina called Arcadia and 
then I used to go down every year and shoot ducks with him 
on his property. It's three hundred and some-odd acres 
and they had about a hundred rmd fifty darkies on the 
plantation. I got to know .hi.rn very, very well. 

I got to know V inc en t 1\::;to c very well. He was a ten­
nis [player]. All this came thruugh my tennis, you see, 
as years go on be<..:ause J won thirty-eir,ht championships 
here. Anu the funny thing is, I mention it because I just 
got a li ::;t of them .in my cup !VIc:">. Castle brought me the 
other day. Harold [K.L.l Castle's widow [Alice H.S. Hade­
mann Ca::1tle 1. He and. I won a championship here in tennis 
and she brought rnn the cup that we won with his ncune on it 
and I hap!Jened to have in~-;.ide the artic.le of the champion­
~3hip rna tch that we hau and won. 

Well, this is very intereGtir~. I could keep you 
here for mon L hs on my ex1)erie nee s here but nome of them 
are a lit t l8 too'frL~llUe' [a euj.ned word combining frisky 
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and ri~>que I l'V J- r_' y ., r J t ( ~ cl ~. 1. t ·tl e b1. t out of sort ()n CtC-

r.ount nf t[t(: tt1i.ng:..~ r:f a t I u.i ([ tu {';et busine::;~;. 

lVI: We 11 , t e 11 rn e a .few o J t l w c 1 o rm o n e ~L (chuckles) 

B: Well, it rni.•,ht be i nterf·~;t. rt(:'; for you to 1cnow that in get­
tin['; businn ·,; for· 1Jh0 -f a w<.tiian 'l'ru~;t Cumpany I becarue a 
Buddha [ flulld ll L~t J, J t.J( ! l:tLIIlf! :t Raha' i, I becwne a Chri stiar, 
Sr.:ientist, I bec~Line a t>rr-! ;';by te1 ·.hut and I l>~:ccune an Epi:;co-
p;1lian. T cluined .tl.l n f tho~jO :=wets in or(IEH' to i~· et the 
bu~=;inun.; l'n)[ll tho rich )t-!Uple. Clrtt: u I' my client:-; ju~rt 

died tr,e oU te r day, 1\;'ttL'~i "l'J l cl winJ 1\.Le:x.anc.lt!r, and l eft 
fliX rnj 11. i.Grl d o11 hi'"> .1. r1 lawa:i_ i ~111 ·r•r-u~; t Corlt]Jany ar1u 1 got 
her busi nt~:;:; throrw.h being a '1utt:t' i. 1\nd 1 learned all 
these r.·p_Lj,u ton~=; f:cnrn t ht·i.r- tu. c:tt.i.n!·;u anJ .r attended. tVLr'f:i. 
[Geocge] ··:hennan--1 1-•eL·<une <t Ctlc .i :jti:=..tll :__:c i entist wi th her 
and f>ht~ J. j vcd up in Nuu:un.l <.o nd ll'l'L a terr .i. fic fortune. 
Ht:.!r husbancl wa~.; t.hn pr ·t}O.dt~ nt o f' Amer:i.can J•'ar.tors at one 
time. And t.t tose ;u·e Lrw l<. inrj o · thinr:s th n t I did to get 
uusine:.;s. f Lau.ra l~'j :;lt lJJck ~ :on lt rtllmar-ried Dr. I•'rederick .f. 
Nott who dit.:d. She then m.tr.r·jeu (;eol·gf) ~;herman. Her fa­
ther gave h~r an1l her two ~; i :TLe c ::; t?ac h a home on Judd 
~)treet. l 

I didn't have an ofl.'ice li.k.e a l:::twyer und in those 
days, Lyilda, it wa~1 not nece .·:..;ary to have Et relatj.onship 
lJ8twr-!ert th(: te ~jtator, or the one who make~'> a wi ll, and the 
l.ru:-:: ·t, ccHnp<•ItY. 'l'he tru ut compa ny paid J'or the drawing of 
the will -1nd Lhey Iuu.J e the wlJ.J fr.orn instr-uct ions that I 
gave from the cl'i.tHit. Nowadayf> you can't do that. The 
Supreme Court ru1od thctt tltt:: c] ient must t&lk to hit.> own 
J.awyer and then go to the t :cu::.; t company, whi c h makes it 
very much more difficult. I got Ldghty-six wills up there 
in Hilo j n less than <:'L mont;rt. Eighty-::.;ix. All the sugar 
plant a ti un manager::.> rnc:tde tlH:d :c w1 ll s with me. 

And then I had a f<-.unous ~-;i ~;ter who carne here with 
Hichanl Smart';, mo Uwr, 't'ruO!J.rna Parlu::r l Sm:::trt] , and she 
came here as a rnatc: of twr:3, she caJ led her. And she wa::; 
a denta1 hytionist and every l•l:tcr: I went on the other j s­
lands they'd !3<ty, "1\rc~ you 'l'otsie'::; trothur?" Her nick-
name was 'l'ut.t;i.e. 1\nd 1 said, "Yes." 

B1 J\llc.J.ye, the ont~ that ju;:t recently di.ed. Yeh. Oil, ~;he's an 
<tdor,.th l e pc rsun. She d.i.l!u u f c .tnce c. Wu L l , yo 11 1\ now, I 
h[tVe ev0r·y ·;yrnpturn of Lrut tl •lb aml I can't ~;ay aiLything be-
cau:...;e my ;;ituatiun .i.~~ t·f:aiJy Vl!CY :.wrio u s. I can't fl'Cty 
ilnythir ,~; to tttat ~;i.tu rtti.on at :1 JL be<.:au~;e it'~; of no avc:til, 
it's n.o good, it's no. ( recordH t· tut·ned off and on 
again) 
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M1 I want you to tell me some tnore stories about people here 
that you knew--local people. 

B: Oh, local p~ople. Well, you might make note of this. One 
of my clo~ust re1atj onships htH'U was wi.. th JV!r. Ernest Wod.e­
house who wus the fa tht!f' of' C en [Cenric] Wodeho u~e. He 
was une of my acquaintc"tn<..:e~; anc.i I played tenni~ wl th him 
for twenty yearH c.wd he WLLS very helpful to me in my suc­
cess of life here. 

The next one was Frar~ [Cooke] Atherton, Pug [Alexan­
der Simpson . AthertoH' s fatht.:r, who was my golf partner 
anc.i I learned to know him- -p Ltyed golf with him when I wa~ 
playing tennis with !Vir. WodehousE> the same time. I'd play 
Monday, We<.lne s<.lay and ~) a t u:niay with lV!r. Wodehouse; and on 
Sundays anc.i Wednesdayfj I'd lJlay golf with Mr. Frank Ather­
ton. Ami IVIr-. Frank Athurton was very kind to me and helped 
me a lot and gave me a lot of bu::;iness. Frank Atherton. 

Then .[ became ver-y much acquainted with Lester McCoy 
and Lester IV!c:Coy gave, a~ you know, a million dollars to 
the [Ala JVIuana] Parle down rwre to be building a pavilion 
in his honor. Then I hoccuue very close with Lester McCoy 
and Richard [Alexanderj Cooke, who's the father of Dick 
LHicharc.i AlE!Xander, J1·.] Cooke, who was the president of C. 
Brewer & Company: He was my tenni~ partner. 

. And then John ['l'huruasj \Jtle:tterhouue, who's president of 
A & B [Alexander & li alclwinJ, wa s a l:::;o my tennis partner. 
And IVIL'. [ r· r·cuu~j_ s Kel v .' n j lJu l tCJlllJ ~:-:y, who's dead and gone, 
was pre::-;icient of the 1:l <..trl.k o.f' Bi ~;hop und Company [now First 
HawaU an, 1981]. l lcm~ w aJ l o t' Lhe :::e people, got to know 
them through my tennl 0 abil .ity. I c ould teach them all 
because that was rny [ sld 11] and they liked to win and BO 

they'd always get me a s a par t ner. 
And t11en I became very as ~o c:iated--close relRtions-­

with Mrs. Walter [F'ranciA] Di1lingham. She was my tennis 
partner ami we won several champioM.ihipfi. And she was my 
tennis par· tner at La Pi etra. 

So 1 've had a te:crific bacJcground of experiences with 
people here that I E~o t to tcno w iutima tely. Hy intimately 
I mean l stayed in their home s . I lived at IVIrs. Dilling­
ham's house for a nwnber of month0. .[ stayed with Mr. 
Wodeho m;e, and Waterho LASe was a g eeat friend of mine. Wa­
terhour3e, you see, wau the pre :=.; idertt of Alexander & Bald­
win and h.i.~ boy was Henry Wa tedtt)use who started the Wa­
terhouse rJ1rust Company, <.tnd they were really plantation 
agencies for Gay and F<objn!:..ion. 

And I got to know the Robinsons, a very difficult 
family that 1 i ve s on Kaua.i.. rl'hey came from Australia and 
they own the Island uf Ni .ihau. J t',ot to know them well. 
I used to go down and ~;tuy with them. 

I )(new people on eve :r·y i.. sl and. And then the Bald wins 
on Maui were very c:lo~;e to me. T p1 u.yed golf with Mr. 



Baldwin's wife and I got to know i..hem very well. It's 
through my athletic pr·owes::;, you know, that I knew these 
people because the year::; that I was here nobody knew any­
thing about these thing~>. 1I'hat's why it was easy for me 
to win all these things. I mean I didn't have much compe­
tition. The only cumpetition 1 had in my early days would 
be the Army n.nd tho Navy. 1'lley 'd come through here, you 
know, from WeGt Point [Military Academy] or someplace and 
AnnapoliB [Naval Academy] and they were good tennis play­
ern. Every onco in awhile some guy would just beat the 
hell out of rne but I 1 d · never tell anybody about it. 
(Lynda Jaughs) r:I'hu.tls the way lt went. 

J:lut I think il' yuu bring into your book [transcript] 
the fact thnl IllY mother's cousin was the husband of Rich­
ard Smart I~-' grandlllothe:c--that was F1·ed Knight--that's very 
interestir~ in this wtwle setup. You must remember that 
because that was irnpocL:tnt bf~cause Hicha:cd Smart we all 
know. Aml J have people now ought to know who the hell I 
knew like that becau~:;e, you know, thE:y probably thought I 
was a phony and didn It know lh chard Smart from a jack rab­
bit. 

M: How did you learn how to play tennis? Where? 

B: lim? 

M: Where did you learn huw to pluy tennis? Not here. 

B: Oh rw. State of California. I won the championship, 
State of California. 

lVI: Oh really? 

B: I learned in San Mateo when I was a kid and I never took a 
Jesson. 'l'iHm I got to play t:!,Olf almost as well as I did 
tennis. I got dowH to a four· handicap in golf. You see 
what I did, l played a game honestly but I had a motive. 
Everybody ha;J a motive. IV!y mo·t· lve to cultivate all these 
people was to get theJr busines~ into the Hawaiian Trust 
r::ompany. That's why I did the~;e things. 

. I had some ot' the wei:rde ~;t experiences in getting 
business. I had a ma [l in Hilo·--Pepeekeo ~)ugar Company. I 
went to see the mC:LnLt.t< l~ Y' and he wan ted to know what I want­
ed him for· and I told hitn wlla.t I was there for, that I 1 d 
like very much to intere:.;t hJ.m in making a will with Ha­
waiian 'rrust Company. 'l'hen he :.;aici to me, "Do you know 
'l'ot~;ie R.i ven?" anJ l ::;ail!, "Yet;, that's my sister." 
"Well," he said, ''She's Lhe wu st adorable girl and she 
comes through here doing dental hygiene work and my wife 
just loves .her and ] do." ~io I spent about a week in his 
home and wit i l e 1 wa~j the r·e he sa.id to me, "Fred, we have 
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an old man by the nwne of Anderson that lives up in the 
back of the plantation. He's retired and he raises noth­
ing but cats. He has twenty-eight cats and he has all 
kinds of money. " 

So I went up to ~-.ue him. He was sitting on the floor 
of this terrible old ;_;hack and he was all un-shaven, just 
like I am nuw, but .he was j us·l fi 1 thy dirty and awful. 
They let him live thu:r>~ bec<:tuse he'd been on the planta­
tion. 'J'he planta.tion was originally owned by Chinese by 
the name of 1\forlg and that':._; whom he worked for. And so I 
told him I would like Lo taJk to him. He was a well-edu ... 
cated, well-bred man from Eng land. that came over as a rec 
luse--just nothing, you know; drifLed away from the world. 
And I saw cLll the :.;o c a 1: ~ ;. 1l'iH:n~ mu ~;t have been twenty-
five cats aLL over the placu--meauly-looking, mangy-look­
ing things--and l t .. wid, "I seu you'ru interested in cats." 
"Well," he ~:;aid, "it tioesn't takt..: mueh to figure that out." 
(laughter) Twas bein1: very tiurnu alJout it. flut then he 
::.;aid to me, "What iu yuur l.JLLSine~.s?" and I said that I am 
a trust company salesman, t.>e .l I inc, Hawc=ti ian Trust Company, 
and I want to talk to you about making a will. He said, 
"I'm not interested." Fine. 

So it was almost two wef!lc..; before Chri~tmas. I went 
back to Honolulu and I wc:u; determined I was going to get 
that man's business. IV!y father used to tell me, "Perse­
verance, and you've got to keep l t up." So I went back to 
Honolulu and I boue~hL him EL littLe Santa Claus like this 
and I bought him a bunch of little stuffed cats and I put 
a little tree in the bo.x and I sent it to him. 

He got this pr-esent and about a month later I went up 
there and he was in the bedroont. I went into the bedroom 
and he was urinating in thE: washbasin and I r.;aid, "I'm aw­
fully sorry." "Oh, " he sctid, "come on in, eorne on in." 
He said, "1 got your little present. I'm an old man but I 
have feelings and nothing could have made me happier. 
'l'hat' s my first Christmas that I've ever had iu thirty­
five years." 

So about a week later I :Jaid, "What do you feed the 
cats?" He said, "I feed thL;nt anything, anything I can 
get." "Well," I said, "my brother manufactures Puss 'n 
Boots cat 1'ood, one of the world • s greatest labels." So I 
sent him a case of cat food - -a ca~e of cat foodl--and then 
about a month l£tter I got a no Le f r·ont him and he said he 
wanted to see rne. So I went up, rnad e hl s will. He died 
about two ye£trs later and we were looking all over for his 
money and couldn't find it. Finally .I went to his trunk 
and found thi.rty thou sand Liollar~ in gold. 

M: Oh my gosh! 

R: Isn't th u t something? 
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M: He had it right up Lherl~ in the shack? 

B: Had it a1l in gulu---- in twl~nty-dollar gold pieces. Thirty 
thousand dollarr;. l t wa ~{ stacked all over the place in 
this thing. Well , r won't :;ay it was all gold. In there 
he had abuut twenty thowmnd dollar~ in certificates of 
deposit in a bank in CaLiforttia called the Bank of Calif­
ornia. Isn't that something? He'd been sending his money 
up there a.Ll this time. Ci:Lrter Galt was the trust officer 
and I brought back all Lh i.s gold and stuff. But those are 
the kind of things Lha t you. . . . 

And then my becom .in;~ associated with religions of 
these wealthy people, like !Vlr~;. :..:herman and lV!rs. [M' ss] 
Alexander antl all of these people that, you know, just 
didn't have anybody paying attention to them. 

M: How did that work., joining the differ-ent religions? 

B: It worked fjne. _f made their wills and they all died. 

M: You mean you just went out and cold-bloodedly joined their 
churc:h. Is that wha L you did? 

B: No, I had a very wonderful approach. Mrs. Alexander said 
to herself, I guess, "Well now, we've got another parish­
iuner coming along and he's enthu:..;iastic," so I became en­
thusiastic: and I asked her for hur pamphlets on her reli­
gion and thirtg:s. And then I dropped that off after she 
went to Japan and I went tu uee Mrs. Sherman about Chris­
tian Science. I knew she had money and she • d talk to me 
about. . . Then I'd say to her, "Well, I understand 
you're a Scientist and I don't know a thing about Chri::;­
tian Science. I'd love to 1 earn. " 'I' hat's the way you get 
them, jusL by being curioufj, you know. 

That's the way most of these peuple, like Anthropo­
sophints. . . . I tr-iod tu become an Anthroposophist, 
which is a German r H.Ligion- - 1\nthr oposophy. My ex-wife be­
came an Anthropo sophist c:mc.l then I couldn't. It was too 
farfetched. I couldn't understand it; I couldn't get the 
giBt of it. It's huadquarter~.i were in IJornach, Germany or 
Switzerland, l think, Ct.nd it's a German relie;ion of An­
throposophy e:Lnd they ha ve an AnthrolJO~iophic<d (Lynda 
laughs as he labors to pronounce the word) :t'ai th up in Ma­
noa. [Ex-wife: EthL'!l r;. Ha rvey (Mrs. F.O.) Biven] 

M: I know. 

B: Yeh. Char1 i (: [Chw·J e ::; j Davi !3 lJccame one and my ex-wife 
became orw ancl that w:1H one~ of the reaf;onD L' f our divorce, 
because of that .rea:HHt , lleC[lLl !i t! [ C:OUldn't fathom it. 

I fountl WciYS to I r.E~ L b u : ;: neuti] and that's what makes 
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me angry, Lynda, because tuday u· I had youth, you know, 
I'd just love to be going out to work and to get business. 
I know business is all over this town. Don [Donald Mair] 
will tell you. I've given him new accounts too, you know, 
that I've set him on. F'or instance, a lady by the name of 
Mrs. Hall called a friend of mine wtto I helped once-­
loaned her some money--and she called me. She sold Mutual 
of Omaha [ in::;urance] and she said, "Freddie, if you go up 
and see a Mrs. Hall she might make a trust with you." So 
I took Don with rne, knowing that I was leaving the trust 
company, and Don made a tru::;t for her. So I still go 
along with Don in many, many wayu but he's young, you see, 
and he's le,trning but rwmetirnes is not mnbi tious as I 
would be. You know what I mean? 

Alan Davis took me from the gutter, right from the 
gutter. I was getting a thousand dollars a month when the 
trust company folded that I was with and I started to work 
for him i'or thret! hundred [ dollc=tr·f;] and I had a wife and a 
child. At~ then he put me in to manage the Niumalu Hotel 
which I sold for $350,000 a.i'ter being there fourteen 
years. I did everything to keep that hotel running. I 
used to empty the ces:3pooln with my own buckets ami things 
liktl that to keep it going fo :r: the trust company. But it 
kills me to t .hink that I still want to do ' it, you know, 
and I can't. I can't lift anything. 

My daughter, Suzanne [Frarmes Blven]--you know her-­
she 1ive8 here and I call her once in awhile to give me 
some Jtelp--rny morale, you know. I get awfully low, Lynda, 
because I don't get any help here at all. I mean there's 
just nothing. 

Well, tell me, what else can 1 tell you? (recorder 
turned off and on again) 

M: ... wise in turning it off. 

Ba Oh well, no, that's all right because you'll probably find 
some bright spots in it, you know. 

M: Yeh. Well, you know, ::;orne of it I won't use. 

B: Oh yeh, sure. 

M: I'd want to know when you got married the first time. 

B: lVIe? When f was married the firut time? I was married on 
!Vlay 1, 1922 and I we:u; mc.trried t.he ::;econd time July 24, 
19hl}. My first rnart·ia~~ [ had Suzanne who' :J been married 
three time:;:; [ fir:Jt to Jc:une r; 1\nguu McKellar; then to Richard 
R. Campbell]. Suz.anne [l'llr·s. Alister W.] Macdonald, he1· 
name is now. Did you f!eL that'!' 
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M: Ynh. 

B: And then my second wife, Franceo Leslie. 

M: Leslie was Pranceu' mc:t i den name? 

B: Leslie i:s he:t· fe:unily rJurne and that' fl why we named our boy 
Leslie. And then ruy mothe1·' s name was Tabor :so we named 
Lesl.ie, ~1 abor. Leslie 'Pabor Diven. My father was Biven. 
'!'hose are the two dateH that l was married and I can't 
tell you anymore 2dJcJut my 1'arn· J y and oun;el ves except that 
[ startell i11 the !f t.Lwaiian 'l1 ru::>L CoiJlpany and ended up as a 
vice pretiitlent of tho r:ompany, which you know. 

IV!: 'rell me some more s tot·ie::; like the old man and the catt:>. 

B 1 Oh, we.l1 some of thum at·(~ not very clean so I won't tell 
you. I've had ::;; o rnany (]Xperiutce::; that I can tell you one 
of the a c counts that I l'L~cr::ivud - -he died recently--wa::> up 
in the theee million ["dol LarJ ruark un the Island of Hawaii. 
I was told to go ::;ee !Vlr. Ceorp;e C. Watt who was president 
of Kohal c.t Sugar Cump<1IlY. 1\nd T went to see him. 

M1 When was th.is? 

b: 'l'ha t WC:L~> in 1931 and J wcjnt to :.:;ee him. His reputation 
war; L that of .J a very gruff ~)cotchman with no feeling for 
unybudy in the wor1Ll ·out him ~;rd_f. 

M: Yeh, that's what I heard. 

B: And he didn't make friends with anybody because he didn't 
want to, but I learned that l.ilte t:veryone else that he did 
have a heart and hE:! did havtj ~-;omf : th 1 ng in him that I could 
find. So I went iiLto h .i.~~ oft'ic f~ Lu see him in 1931 or '32 
and he's a tremendoU f'i man. I walked in; he said to me, 
"What do you want'~" J :ic-tid, "1 want you" a nd he just--
knocked him over. "Sit uowrtl" he :;aid. So I sat down 
with him and hr:: was : . .auolci.nt'.': a c j_f~ar c: a1 l ed JVI::t<.:Arthur, a 
five-c:ent cigar that a Sco!.chm;Ht wou1d be smoking. 

M: Wait a minute, Fred. 

Yeh, oKay. 

END Of' STIJE 2/1 S'I' 1'APE 

HEGTNNlNG OF ~JDE 1./2ND ~'APE 

B: I sat down c-tntl he said "Lo me, "Wh ~tt do you want again?" 
and I uaill, "Well, !Vir. Wa t L, l • ve cc.l!ne to ask you il' you 
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would do business with the Hawaiian Trust Company." And 
he said, "You bettE:r waJce up. T do business with the Ha­
waiian Trust Company." I said, "Well, this is different. 
I'd like very much to djscu s s an estate plan with you with 
regard to your will," and he said, "I'm not interested." 
And l said, "Okay, !Vir. Wat L. " He said to me, "It's get ­
ting late at night. It's g etting late and I don't want 
you to be go.lng home jn the dcu·.k.." This is this man that's 
been so to u~~h. He said , " [ want you to come and have din­
ner and spend the nlghL." I t;<=dd, "Well, IV!r. Watt, this 
it-:> wonderful. Do you have any ehildren?" and he said, 
"Yes, I have a grown daug hter, Elizabeth." [Elizabeth 
Louise Watt (!VIrs. ~HllL ctr J · ) Wylie] Ami I said, "Well, 
isn't that nice." "And ,ill\:!'Ll be coming home from school 
pretty soon." And ~;he came home from school and she came 
to me and r.;he said, "Your w .. une is Hiven?" I said, "Yes." 
"Well," Bhe sai.d, "you have a sister· , 'l'otsie Biven, that 
teaches dental hygiene? :)he' n one of my best friends." 

So then, instead oi' SlHJnd inf; one day, I made my head­
quarters there and he tot>k me around and introduced me to 
plantation managers t;ueh a~; a :~cotchman by the name of 
Webster, and lVlr. ltvebster tooJc !lle to meet Mr. Middleton, 
and Mr. Middleton took rue to mL·et his cousin up the street. 
And so, that was my entree w.i..th JVIr. Watt and on my next 
trip I brought him a box of ci~ars and then I came back 
with a yellow pad and asked h i..n1 if he 1 d tel.l me what did 
he put in his will. In those days we didn 1 t charge to 
make a will. He'd have pr·obalJly never milde it, being 
Scotch, but he made his wil"l- --anJ. finally he died--and 
made many, many will:·; i;Jfter tha t with me and the trust 
company. He was very fond of 1\l;:,n Davis, like everybody 
else was, and so it w<:t:J eauy for me to get a..long. 

That was an <.tccount I got from a mr:tn that they said 
no one could get any buHine ~ ~ out of, bu·t that's because 
of perseverance and not f'cad.rw;--no fear of anybody. Be­
cause most salesmen, you kr1ow, are very--they hold back 
a little, you know; they can't be too forward. But that 
was my experience aml that turned out to be a very wonder­
ful account. l kept going on c-.tnd doing these things for 
the simple reason that i..t wa::..; n1y ·uread and butter and I 
ju~t had to Jceep going. Bu L, oh, I hud so many dif1'erent 
experienc:es. 

You Eit!e, my IJOint in ~·.etting business is to find out 
what the pro;~pect is intere~:t e ll in, whether he' n interest­
ed in tennis, polo, botany- - he's lnter·ested in flowers or 
interested in anything else. ~) o an exampJe, one of the 
bigge!Jt accounts in Ute Hawai 1 <:H1 'I':r·us t Company came through 
over my getting a man i'rom Be::.:t .i l L Nuts. You know what 
they are? 

I know what a bestill t1·ee 1. c• .,, 
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Bs Well, a bestill tree has nut:J. They look like chestnuts. 
Well, when I went to work :I.' or the Hawaii an Trust Company 
Alan Davis :3aid to rue, "'J'here' s a 111an out in Kalihi. " I 
think he lived out Uwre, c:t German by the name of. 
He had a daughter. It wasn't Hoff~chlaeger. He worked 
for Hoffschl<Leg:e:c Company. He was a German. I 'rn trying 
to think o:f hi::.: mllnn. Well, I've got to think of his nwne; 
I will. Wc~ll anyway, this man, a great big German ran 
Hoffschlaeger Company which wa::-> a commission merchant 
house here. It so1u all kinds of hardware, linen. In 
those day:..J, you know, the ships would bring in aJl of 
these differ-ent varieties. And so, I heard from Mr. Davis 
that he wa~; .i :nterH ::;ted. in be ~-rtill nuts and that he sent 
them baek to Germany where they extracted a fluid that was 
good for· cancer. 'J1 he German veovle had a formula. :::>o I 
went up to a cenwter·y in KaLih_i nnar a whole forest of he­
still nut;> <.tnd I }dGI\ed up two big :Jackfuls and took thum 
to his home and he couldn't under r>tand what it was all 
about. ll-Iis name wus <o~H~rt l·'I·edt:ric Lange.] 

So finally, one d ;ty I went down to. . He even 
had a coffee grinder that you t•:rind by hand, you know, in 
his office on Bethel ~} treet. I wunt in und I talked to 
him and I said, "I'm very inqu·is.i.tive cthout these bestill 
nuts--what you want them for awl what are they good for. 
'rhey're poison to eat." And_[ tried to warn him, "Don't 
let anyone eat one." Being at the experiment station, I 
rerneml:wred that they wore poi so no Lt::->, so I got t>ome good 
out of the experiment station. 

But then L waited :for qu_i te awhLLe to go see him about 
his will and his daugh te:r Is will. v~e had a German working 
for us by the name of Prank tvla.hn--M-1\-H-N--who was a very 
fine gentleman. Unfortunately he ~ot little out of life 
but he told rne about this German that he knew, so Frank 
Mahn helped me make a wi .ll for him in German. Hiu name 
was Lanee. 1-A-N-G-F. Hi:> daughter gave us her business 
and Pe ·ter Russell in our office took uver the account and 
handled it beautifully and thu.t Is · the end of that one. 
'J'hat's how I got that t.h:f'ough 1Je~; till nuts. [Nora Emily 
Lange, pre uident; ancl Anlla Ger<--t.lJj ne Lange, v lee president 
of Hoffuchlaeger Company Lirni tell 1 

Through cats, bt:H;till nut~;. religion. And Mr. Davis 
knew everybody in Hawaii on every iHland and every port of 
call where he could give me a lead, you see. And Mr. Dav­
is would say to me, "r'reddie, I'd Like to have you see if 
you ean 1 t get this tuan 1 

,; bu::;i ne fl :..J," whuever it would be, 
and I 1 d go right at' te r· it. I wo u Lcln' t do anything else 
unti I I ancled that account <:Lt1d j f it was hopeless, why 
then, I would come buc]{ anu <1 i ~ :c u:=;:..J the matter with him 
and tell rlim why 1 tho ugh t j _ l: w<.w, why I had to give UJ-> 
because of certain family re ~ t ti. on:>, ynu know. Rut the 
accounts that I b:ro ugh t i n r·< u t in to the rnU lions and that 
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was a lot of money in 1931. That was a lot of money and · 
anything was a Jot of mo11ey. Everybody needed money and I 
was fortunate enough to have a bie; following in the Water­
house Trust Company ou tfi t. An<l 1 didn ' t mean to do it 
but it was my b.cead C:lnll butter al:!(i I just brought, oh, :.;o 
many accounts from 1uy competitor who took over that the 
money just poureJ in. 

'rhere was R yourw: man that carne here from Stanford 
by the name of lieaLon [l,u:.;ej Wrenn, who was a classmate of 
mine in school, and he u ~>ed to go wi t.h me over to my com­
petitor aml 1 ring bac k .Lll_ th.i s wealth and it ran way up 
into the mill ions. Sc1 that wEts wy first new bu8ine ss for 
the trust company, you :::e e. 'l'h e: n after I got all of that 
rollint~ along, then IV!r. Davi :; :mid, "I want you to travel 
now," ~w .l :; tarted ancl I went to all the different islands 
and I went tu aJl tl1e HIC:Irlugers. 'l'hen 1 used to gather to­
gethEn· the af;si stan L rnw1agers aHd tt1e office staff and the 
chemistry staff and ltH.: ture to them about why they should 
have a will. By that t.ime 1 knew why they should have a 
will and l knew the cuDt of e~;Latu--what it would cost 
them--but in thofle days, whiL:h made it very easy for me, 
they had no expense in making a wi 11 and that's why they'd 
listen. And then 1 had to go back and have them sign, to 
execute it you know, which t ook about a month of my time. 
I traveled a lot and l really loved it. 

1 was living at the Niumalu [Hotel], you see, all 
this time and my sister was the manager under me, so 1 
could travel and she woul.t' handle everything, and it 
worked out. And then, whun I wa;; j n the Ni umal u I found 
several wealthy people that carne here to live and I talked 
to them about making tu :..;ine t>S with Hawaii an Trust. So I 
have had Gome very wonderful experiences with human nature 
--people--and I was never destroyed by any of their crude­
ness and rudene ~~s. Some of them were rude to me and some 
of them would swear at me to get out of their office and 
they're not going to die~-whoever heard of dying and didn't 
need a will; a w.ill waDn' t nee e s:::;ary and, oh, I forget 
everything anyway--whic.t"! wa::-; aJ l crazy, you know. And now 
everybody's educated to the p0int that they need a will. 
So I went on and on, Lynda. 

h; your name Lynda or . 

M: You keep calling me Brenda. 

Ba Brenda or Lynda? 

M: Lynda. 

Ba Lynda. Yeh, because I have a Brenda friend, awfuJly nice. 
She's a nurse and her nume i::; 1:3renda. And t.hen [John 
Scott Boyd IU] Scotty Pr-att - -you know, that's who l thought 
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was going to interview me: Scott's wife, Brenda [Cooke 
Pratt]. I didn't know it wa~:; you. I talked t o your hus­
band one day and he said, "1 hear you have a date with my 
wife." 

You know, this i::; all very interesting because I talk 
about these things to myself- - the experiences and they 
were so wonderful- - but I dDn' t know. l had another [ cli­
ent]. He's dead now but hi ~; name was Spalding and he 
lived on the Island of Kauai and he came up here [to Hono-
1 ulu]. Oh, thin wa~; forty yuar·o ago and he came up here 
to a Wild West show they had at Aala Park and I went with 
Harold Castle, who wa::; a f~reat friend of Mr. Spalding's. 
The Spalding~ were very wealthy people and I, all the time 
in my whole lifetimu, it wu:J Hawaiian '.Prust and Hawaiian 
'11rust, and every wife I had s a id, "'11o hell with Hawaiian 
'l1rust." 'l1 hat 's the way .it went. "You spend more time 
with them than you du your own fwnily." Okay. 

So thi.s fellow Spaluing, I talked to him about his 
will about a week or two uefore we went to this rodeo. And 
they called for ridert> to ride a little donkey and he got 
on the donkey and rode the donkey and it didn't buck him 
off. It wa t:l a sawu w;t ring, you know, so I got onto this 
little donkey. I think his nwne was Rufus or Phil [Philip 
E. Spalding] or something . I cion' t know what it was. And 
l got on and. the first buck hu bucked me right off and I 
:fell into the sawdust. And the next day he came into the 
Hawaiian 'rrust Company, l guess it was--yeh, to see me and 
asked me i.f I was all right. So I said, "Yes," and he 
said, "Well, next time you come down to Kauai, you come 
and talk to me." And that ' s one way I got his business, 
so we bec a me very friendly. 

Mz That was Philip Spaldin~>' huh? 

B: Could have been Rufus or his brother Walter. 

M: There's a Philip Spalding that wa s in construction. 

B: I know who knows ~tat his name i~, if you needed to know. 
Jimmy [James Christian) Castle would klloW his name. He 
was a great friend of the Ca::;tle ;;. 

M: Can you remember ally ~•tories about plantation managers? 

B: Oh yes. 'l'he ma nage r of the Hilo Sug ar Company's name wa s 
Alec Frase!· and he h&d a daughter, Ella Fraser--very at­
tracti ve- -- and she was a tra int:.!d nucse. I went to see him 
at the towr1 of Wa.inal~u. It's i n Hilo. I went to see him 
about hi::: will and he uaid that tt1~n·e was no necessity for 
him to have a will. So 1 said, "Mr. Fraser, you have t his 
lovely d &ughter c:utd two fJO'm'l . " And incidental ly, one of 



his sons is the manager now of the largest suga r planta­
tion in the world in Puerto Rico or uomeplace. His name 
is Richard. 

I became very much <unoured with this little nur se. 
She later became a mother of s even girls (chuckles) and 
lived over on the other side of the island. 
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Well, I wanted to g et hi~ bus iness in the worst way 
and he used to smoke a pipe and the pipe that he smoked 
was the most terrible pipa that I 've ever seen, so the 
next visit back to Hilo I brought him a pipe. He said, 
"How in the hell am I going to break this thing in?" You 
have to br·eak in pipe ~1, you know. "~Jell," I said, "maybe 
we will, IV!r. Fraser. I saw you smoking this old pipe and 
I thought it would be s u nice." He said, "Now, young man, 
you were talk ing about a wi.J.l and 1 married a woman from 
Scotland H.nd. she wa~ li stening to yo ur convers ation." Her 
name w&~- uh, I can't think o .f her name. Her name was 
Locke. 1-0-C-K-E. He Lold mo that she s&id that it was 
the proper thing to make a will C{nd then when he asked me 
how much .:.t. t was I said, "Nothing," why, he went along an d 
made his will. And Ella, t he daugh t er, told her father 
that that was the thing f or him to do, so I got their help 
there. 

And then he was s o kind he took me to several planta­
tions on the Island of Hawaii and introduced me to planta­
tion managers and doctors. I did a very big business with 
doctorB of the plantations. Every plantation had a plan­
tation doctor and t.he doctor had an office. I became very 
friendly with a Dr. 'l'abrah--T-A-B-R-A-H--who had a lovely 
wife, incidentally. Sh e was just adorable and her name 
was Ruth Tabrah. LDr· . Frc:tnk L. 'Pabr·ah] 

Mz They're getting divurc:ed, you know. 

B z They are? (recorder turned off' and on again) I became 
very much wnoured with his wife, s h e was so lovely. Her 
name is Ruth 'l'abrah and he j G still at the pl an t ation 
they 1 re clo :=;i ng up in Koh <:-t.la. 

Well anyway, they were try l ng to get the doctor but 
didn It think about a wi.ll. I knew he had money. So they 
were trying to get a piec e o.t' property on the beach at 
!VIahuk.ona which came l1y way o t' r .if'~ht of eminent domain in 
the one sense , and Lhl~ othel" it e <1 .. .llle by adver-se possession. 
These people had l ived on it for a bout fifteen years and 
they neve c co uJ d i' ind the owne r s o they cla imed the owner­
ship, thet;e Hawaiians. And l arranged for them to get 
that land and they huve it to this day and it 1 s worth over 
a hundred thous and doLlars, rig,ht on the water at Mahu­
kona. Well, he gave me hi:; bu :> iness and then she gave me 
her will aud she inherited- -Don handles her account now. 
Her name i u 'rabra h and :;he juut c ame into fifty thousand 
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dollars and I think Don invested it for her. 1 don't know 
just what he's doing, but he handles the account now. But 
that was another plaratation that I became very well ac­
quaintr ' with. 

'l'.taen another manager. . . . There were two brothers 
called James Campsey land William Campsey] and [James] 
Campsey married, c-ts yuu know, a Cushnie. 

Ma Oh yelt? (recorder turned off and on again) Naalehu. 

B: Naalehu t>.lantatiun unci his brother, Jim, was the manager 
of Paha.La l:'lantation. 'I'here were two managers and two 
brothers an<.J. Willi am Campsey is celated to your husband by 
marriage. Wi.L Liam Canq.J s ey' s daughter is Mrs. [Alexander] 
Burso. Do you know IVlr:>. Bur:::;o [the former Margaret Cush­
nie], Dr. Burdo's wife? 

M: No, no. [He has confu::-;ed the names Campsey and Cushnie 
and actually is refer f'in~ to William Cushnie' s daugl) ter.] 

B; Sure. 

JVl; Huh uh. 

B: I bet you my life that Bur:c;o'!3 wife is William Campsey's 
[daughterl. Not William. What the hell's his name? Ahh. 
Who is her fCJ.ther? 

lVI; William Cushnie. 

B: Cushnie I What am I talking about, oh yeh. William Cush­
nie was the IIJanager. Yeh. 

JVl; Oh, okay. 

B: Yeh. Cushnie. What's-his-name died. Jim Campsey died 
and left his brother, Will.ic:uu C ampsey, at Naalehu [ Planta­
tion]. And then he introduced me to Willimn Cushnie, 
right? 

Ma Right! 

Ba And his daughter married Durso. 

Ma Right. 

n: I was gett.ing Campsey ar11l Cu:.;hnie mixed UJ.l. And they had 
a large family and lived in Pahala. 

Yeh. 
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B: And I breezed into that town ... (reco~der turned off 
and on again) .. friends, and Dr. [V.B.] Appleton, be-
ing at one time a very J'amuus _physician here, and so I 
tried to set my cap out to :find out just the best approach 
to this house to go see her. So 1 thought it all over and 
on a Sunday morning 1 went u_p to the house and rang the 
doorbell and Dr. Appleton c<.une to the door and she said, 
"Yes?" and I said, "Yes, I'vu come to see you. Our dear 
little friend, Nlr:.;. IV!alcai, to J d me that you might be in­
terested in what 1 have t o :Jay about business, " and she 
said, "Come right in." ~>he wus very gracious and I went 
in and there was her little sister in a walker and I sat 
down. Of course, I don't hear well and I couldn't hear 
what the sj ster was :::;aying but I could hear the doctor. I 
didn't have my hearing aid on. I don't have it on now, as 
a matter of fact. I don't like it. I can get along pret­
ty well without it. 

And so I went in and sat down and I admired their 
home and porGh and gorgoo us v L8W of Diamond Head and so 
forth and so on .. Then I looked around the house and she 
said, "!''or heaven's ::>alee, Mr. Diven, don't look at this 
awful wall. It's ::>o dirty and I'm ashamed of it and we 
are contemplating on l1aving :::;orne painters come very soon." 
She said, "You know painte!·s ace rather expensive," and so 
forth and I ::;aid, "Well now, wa it a minute. I'm a painter. 
I've been painting for year~. Do you mind if I come up 
next Sunday--next weekeild- - and do the painting? And I 
have some wonderful marine paint." She said, "You're 
fooling me, aren't you?" I said, "No. rom a plumber, a 
painter and a carpenter but I'm not an electrician because 
I was always afraid of electrical work." 

So 1 came up the next Sunday and got up the ladder 
and I pair~ed the room all glossy white. Oh, it was beau­
tiful. And then, about a week later I went up to see them 
to see if the paint had dr.i.ed ami that was just a come-on . 
I brought them each a beautiful sponge cake. I said, "I 
was ju~.;t passing this p.lace and I lO(Jked in the window and 
I saw this sponge cake and I thought, well my, these two 
nice little people up hure would like to have a piece of 
sponge cake and I bought it. " 'rhey laughed and thought 
that was a great idea to have this sponge cake. 

Well thun I started and every Sunday for- two years 
I'd leave here and cll·i ve up afld go to the bakery. And 
then I heard that she liked--what the hell was it? Oh, 
chocolate wafers wlth stuft' inside. Anyway, I got the 
right wafers and r tool} ih{Jffl ·to her and she saLL, "Where 
did you ever find them'? We couldn't find them anyplace." 
"Oh," I sald, "you can find th~:;m." 

Well, time went on and 1 brought them a watermelon 
and 80 forth and every Sunllay. :Jo finally she took me up­
stairs and ~•he said, '"rh is rc.uupan t that goes around the 
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wall is dirty, just like the vne downstairs." And I said, 
"Well now, look I I'm not going to let a painter come up 
here and walk around on this floor and probably cave it 
in. Do you mind if 1 paint it?" She said, ~~~~hy no, but 
you let me buy the paint," and I said, "I won't buy any 
paint." So J painted that. 

And so time went on and her little sister became 
quite ill. And then she couldn't eat the things that I'd 
bring her--the vegetables or anything e.lse or sponge cake 
--oo I brought her flowers instead. I'd just stop at, you 
know, these little :florists along the road up here and 
pick up some flowurs. 

So finally her J.ittle uil:lter came to me and said, "I 
haven't very long to go. Do you mind if you help me make 
a will?" So I made the will for the little sister and she 
left each one of the boyG a thousand dollar~. She wanted 
to give it to me and I said, "No, I can't take anything. 
I can take it but I won't. I'd like it to go to the boys." 
Well, she died and left $2,500,000 and I adrnini stered the 
account in the trust company with .Buddy Knudsen and hi~ 
outfit and I kept a separate set of books in pencil. So 
every week I went up to see her I'd let her know how the 
estate stood and one savir~s account was $198,000 and an­
other savir~s account was about $40,000 and all this mon­
ey. And so 1 was so proud of that estate coming in. 

So then she passed on, unfortunately. She died and 
she left everything--,Ji60, 000 to the Mid-Pacific Institute 
where she was a teacher fifty years ago. A teacher, and 
died and left almost two million. [Herbert Buddy Knudsen] 

M: Where'd the money come from? 

B: Well, her mother came from IVIinneDota and they owned terri­
fic, large tracts of land and when they left there to come 
to Hawaii they sold these long tracts of land to people in 

END OF' SIDE 1/2ND TAPE 

END Or' lN'l'EHVIEW 

He-transcribed and edited by Katherine B. Allen 
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Kohala Sue.u · Company 

18 Elizabeth L. Watt (!Vlr u. William) Wylie 

Maye ('l'otsie) Biven 

Alan S. Davis 

F.O. Biven's business methods 

19 Anecdotea Mr. Lange of Hoffschlaeger Company 



19 Frank Mahn; Petet· Rum;ell; R.F. Lange 

Nora Emily and Anna Geraldine Lange 

Al[Hl S. Davis 

F.O. Biven's buoiness method:.:; 

20 Waterhouse Tru:.:;t Company 

Heaton Luna Wr~nn1 Alun S. Daviu 

F.O. Biven's business experiences 

Niwnalu Hotelt Dour·ce of clients 

John Scott Doyd PratL, I1I 

21 Brenda Cooke (Mru. J.~.B.) Pratt, III 

Anecdote: Walter Spalding 

Harold K.L. Castle; Rufus Spalding 

James Christ ian C autle 

Anecdote: Alec Fraser of Hilo 

Hilo Sugar Company 

Ella Fraser 

22 Richard Frauer 

Dr·. Frank L. and Ruth Milander Tabrah 

Donald Mair 

2) James and William Camp:-;ey 

Dr. Alexander and Margaret Cushnie Burso 

William Cufihnie; Naalehu Plantation 

Pahala Plantation 

24 Dr. Vivia B. Appl~ton 

2 5 Ht.;rbert (Buddy) Knw:Jsen 



THE WATUMULL F.OUNDATION ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

In May 1971, the Watumull Foundation initiated an 

Oral History Project. 

The project was formally begun on June 24, 1971 when 

Katherine B. Allen was selected to interview kamaainas 

and longtime residents of Hawaii in order to preserve 

their experiences and knowledge. In July, Lynda Mair 

joined the staff as an interviewer. 

During the next seventeen months, eighty-eight per­

sons were interviewed. Most of these taped oral his­

tories were transcribed by November JO, 1972. 

Then the project was suspended indefinitely due to 

the retirement of the foundation's chairman, Ellen 

Jensen Watumull. 

In February 1979, the project was reactivated and 

Miss Allen was recalled as director and editor. 

Three sets of the final transcripts, typed on acid­

free Permalife Bond paper, have been deposited respec­

tively in the Archives of Hawaii, the Hamilton Library 

at the University of Hawaii, and the Cooke Library at 

Punahou School. 


