THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON
March 30, 2004

Dear Mr. Abercrombie:

This is in response to your recent letter concerning the remarks made
by Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs Roger F.
Noriega during his February 2004 trip to El Salvador.

The United States has long espoused a policy of engagement with
legitimate and responsible parties and individuals across El Salvador’s full
political spectrum, including open dialogue with the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN). United States Government officials in
San Salvador and Washington meet regularly with representatives of all
parties, including the FMLN. During an early February visit to El Salvador,
Assistant Secretary Noriega had been scheduled to meet privately with all of
the major party presidential candidates, including FMLN standard-bearer
Schafik Handal. However, on February 3, just prior to Assistant Secretary
Noriega’s arrival in San Salvador, the FMLN placed a paid political
advertisement in the largest circulation newspaper using a photo of U.S.
Ambassador H. Douglas Barclay and Mr. Handal taken during the
Ambassador’s introductory courtesy call in January 2004. The item
attempted to convey the message that the United States Government
supported the FMLN platform and candidate. Due to the FMLN’s
manipulation of the meeting with Ambassador Barclay, we cancelled the
meeting that had been schednled between Assistant Secretary Noriega and
Mr. Handal out of concern that it might be used in the same manner.

During his visit to El Salvador, Assistant Secretary Noriega expressed
clearly the position of the United States Government regarding the elections.
He expressed the hope that we would continue to have an open, productive
relationship with any government that took office in a free, transparent, and
constitutional election. His comments reflected a legitimate concern that the
range of possible future cooperation with El Salvador could be jeopardized
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because of the FMLN’s expressed hostility toward important elements of
United States policy, such as our desire for closer trade relations.

In meetings between U.S. and FMLN officials during the past year,
we continually stressed that the United States would work with any
government in El Salvador that came to power via free, transparent, and
constitutional elections. We also expressed our strong objections to the
FMLN’s public statements and actions that, among other things, labeled the
Bush Administration a “fascist dictatorship” and accused the United States
of practicing “global imperialist terrorism.”

U.S. officials informed FMLN leaders throughout the electoral
campaign that the U.S. Government would make public and private
statements on issues we viewed as directly affecting our bilateral relations
with El Salvador, and that we would respond to statements and actions
directed at the United States by any party during the campaign.

We congratulate the people of El Salvador for carrying out an election
on March 21 that was peaceful and, according to international observers,
was free, fair, and transparent. We also congratulate the people of El
Salvador for demonstrating their commitment to democracy by voting in
record numbers.

Thank you for this opportunity to share our perspective on the issues
raised in your letter.

Colin L. Powell




