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CPA STATEMENT ON THE COLIAPSE OF THEZ CCRDILIERA PEACE TAIKS
The Cordillera People!s Alliance wviews the oollaﬁse of the Corxdillera
Peace Talks as a logical consequence of the quegtionable 1ntentions of and
nanner by which' the major participants conducted this grand EL}abas.

TOdaY, Mgggb;j§3,4987, the Cordillera Broad Coalition ahnounced in a press
_couference that it was separating itself from the Coxdillera People's ILiberation
Army because it does not agree with the demands being imposod by the CPIA
regarding autonomy in the region. In effeot, this means that the present
Cordillore panel o the peace talks has self-destruct, ;

This was 1o be expected in the cards from the start. In negotiating with

LthevCWLA, the Cory Aquino government provided a mantle of legitimacy «nd power

\

to a fledgling group in the Cordillera., Without this offioial government Iee
cognition, the CPIA should already have disintegrated by now.

Today, the CPIA is becoming incr&asingly discredited because of its in-
discrininate recruitment of criminal clomonts and its inorcasing oollabgfgtion
with the AFP, who to the Coxdillera people. have not yet paid for thgg;—orimes
of military abuse and human rights violations. _ﬁ@ny, peopl: arc becoming dige
illusioned with the CPLA, discovering that the deluded Balweg is an idol with
clay fect and wild as ortions'

The Coxy Aauino govornmnnt, in consoiously nmaking a grand Ealabas of ‘the -
Cordilicra poace tallts with full media hype was actually divisivencss and dige

- unity among the Corxdillera pooplo.,'AgainQ_just 1ike a1l formoT regimesé the

tattonpt to divide~and-rule,

|

S0 what wag really tho governmentt!s real motives in the Cordillera peace
tallks?

Todwy, the CPIA is aera@y anmounoing that it 1s willing to fall under
the direct cormand of the AFP if its domand 1o beoorie the now CHDF in the
Corxdillera is grantodu

The collaborution betweon the CPIA and AFP and the Aquino government

: is part of the governmentt!s insidious oounter-insurgonoy drive., It also

reflcots the Aquino govermment!s implementation of the US strategy of Low
Intonsity Conflict, whore Filipinos are pitted agédnet Pilipinos in violont
intcmmal strifo;.in order to derail the growing nationalist and denocratic

nags novement and onsure continued US domination and interference in Philippine.
intcermal, affairs.

Indigenous peopict!s movenents are prinmary targets of US intervention (c.g.
US support of contras from among the Miskito Indians againgt the popular
Sandinista govermment in Nioaragua), and it is of grawvce conocrn to us that

the Aquino govermment is grooming the CPIA ag a counter-insurgency forec in T C



Cerdillera, with the blessings of the US.

Thosé arc cruoial tines, and it is urgent to forge a stronger unity
arong the Cordillera pcople to persevere in the struggle for genuine regional
autoncny. It is thorefore important to draw out the lcsscas from the collapse
of the Cordillera peacc tdlks as basis for any,futuro”alliénoo for the 1caliw

zation of genuine regional autonony in the Cordillera,

First; there should be denocratic Iépxesontation of oll concerned groups
in the Cordillera. A clear distinction should be made of the separate identi-

ties of amed groups, government, and oivilian organizations,

In forging azy alliance, all groups should, at tho very tegimning, define
clearly -their point of unity on the basis of a common political progran, end
nct neoessarily on the basis of ideology which iu the nore diffiocult to unite

orn, Without clear political unities; any alliance will ond in collapse,

Ground rules in the interaction of the various groups within such alliance

should then be oolioctively agieod upon and strictly irplementod,

The .starting point should be mutual rooognitionland mutual respect which
axe earncd by heing honest about our intentidns and motives, and an uncompro-

nining perseverance to forging principlod unity anong various groups.

Furthemmore, WO should do away with undue hasto in the formulation of
1ﬁporfwnt decis 1ond, and instead, allow full dcmocratLo participation in the

delinition of the structurcs and procesazeg of’ the Cordillera Lutononous Region,

Those aro valuable legsons drawn fron conorete OlpOIﬂ cnces which should

serve as important guidelines for continued action.

The Cordillora Peoplc'd Alliance lobbied the Constltutlonal vommls ion for
Coxdillera autonomy, and we won the Congtitutionc® provigions. We should,
howevery look beyond the Constitution and continue direot peoplets actions and
build organized pcopnle!s power Tor tle cbtablishmont-of,gonuino regional
autonony where political and ccononic powor is transfo:réd fron the traditional
elite into the hands of the peoples of the Cordillera.

Gonuine regional autonony in the Coxdillora canmot be ostabliched without
structural changes in Philippine socicty. There should be freedon from foreign
doninetion and popular donocracy where power ‘belongs to the poople. Sadlys this'-

is not a reality under the Aqulno govcrnmont.

e therofoxo call on all groups in the Cordillcore to a principled unity
in the connon quost for genuine rogional autonony through ooop]ﬁ’s cnpovcxnont,
within the framework of the continuing struggle for national govercignty,
peopleils dcmooraoy, and gocial justice which can e <the only lasting francvork

for pecace in the Coxdillera,





