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CPA STA'illrfENT ON 'UlE C\)LLA.PSE OF TEE CCRDILT.ER.l\. PEACE 1rALKS 

IJhe Cordille r a People Is A.llii:mce v i ews the collapse of the Cordillera 

Peace Talks as a logioal c onsequence of the questionable intentions of &nd 

ma.nnor by which· th0 maj or participants conducted t:b..is gr and l?.~.~1},o 

Toc:.ay, M~roh B ·? j987, the Cordillera Broad Coali t.ion a.'nnounced in a press 

} co:n:fcrencc th~t it was separati ng itself from the Co:r:dillera People I s Liberation 

< I A:rmy oocause it docs not agree with the demands beine irilJ?OSGd by . t he CPLr~ 

:rega.tding autonomy in the region. In effect, this means that the present 

Co:r:dill'~ ra }?a:i.101 to tho peace talks has oelf-dostruct. 

1rhis was to bo oxpo ctod i n the cards from the start. In negotiating with 

lthe . CJ.'LS, the Corr Aquino government provided a mantle of legitimacy ,m powex 

to a flea.gling grou1) in the Co:rd.illora. lTit)"-1.)ut this official government J:B ... 

cogni.t i on, tho CPL\ should already havo disintegrated ·bJr now. 

Today, the CPIA is boconing increasingly di scredited bconuso of i ts in-

\ 
tlisciirainato rcc:r.ui tnont of criminal c l omont s ancl its incroasi:ng collaboration 

with tho AFP, who to the Co:rd.illora people, hn':7° n~-t_ yet paid for their criiilos 

of raili t a ry abllilo ~nd human rights vj_olo..tionso }fany :poopl) .:1:ro pocoraing dis-

illusioned with tho CPLl'I., cJ.iscovoTI.;:ne that t.ho deluded I3u.lwc g i s an idol with 

clay foot and wilc1 asse rtions. 

1::.110 Cor,y Aq_ui no govcrniilont , in consciously nuking a gra11.'1 ;ep,laba,E_ of tho 

1 
Corc1illora poaoo ta.Drn ~-ri th :full ri1odi::i hypo was actually divisiveness and dis­

• unity among tho Cordillera :pooplo •. ·J~gn.i.11., . jus t ljJce all forr,1er :rogiiiles~ tho 

. a ttonpt to di vido- ancl-rulo • • • 

So what w.::1.s :really tho covc:rnmont 1s real motivos in t ho Cordillera ricaco 

taDcs? 

Today, tho CPIA is al:ro o.dy announo :i.ng that i t is wilJ.ind to. fall undo r 

tho c.1i:roc t 00Dr.1nnd of the .AFP if its dommd to booor.10 the now CiffiF in tho 

Cordillera i s grontod o 

Tho ooll a.borcition botwoon tho CPIA o.nc1 tl .; A:B1P anc1 t he Aquino govcrnnont 

i s :part of tho govcrnnont 1s insidious oountoD-insurgoncy drivcv It a l so 

:roflocts tho Aquino govo rnraont 1 s :i.r:lplor,1onfa.tion of tho US Btratogy of Low 

Intonsi t y Conflict, ..rhoioe Filipinos o.:ro :Pi ttod agt,inst Filipinos i 11 viole nt 

internal s trife , in orde r to derail tho growing natioY'..n.list and donooratic 

mass nov-ouont ana. onnu:ro continued US domination ancl i ni;o r fomnco in J?h~.lippino­

intornal a f f~irs. 

Indigenous :pcop:i.o!s r:1ovcr.10nts a:ro pritla ry targets of US i ntervention (e .g . 

US GU:':)port of A~.11:\1.:0,,s, fror.1 ;inong tho m.okito Indians against· the popub.2· 

Sandin:i.$ ta govc l"l.1l~1cmt in Jl:rica r ngua,), ancl it i s of grave oonoc rn to us thn t 

tho Aei_ui Do govc rnnont is [;rooni-11g tho CJ?IA' as n countcD--inr.mrgoncy forco in + h -:: 



✓ 

• 

Co.clillorn., with tho blessings of tho US. 

'J1hoso aro cmoinl tines, and it is urgent to force a stronger uni·ty 

rn:.ong t~o Cordillera pooplo to porsovcro in tho str:lcGlo for genuine rogional • 

autoncr:iy. It i b thoroforo inportant to J.raw out tho J.csscfl.S fron tho collapso 

of tho Cordillera, peace talks as bas.is for any fut1-1.:ro all:.anco for tho i.uali­

zation of genuine regionc.11 nutonony in tho Cordille:m. 

J.i'irst, there should bo der.wcratio roprosontn;bion of all oonoornod groups 

in tho Cordillera. A oJ,on.r dis tinction should bo r:w.de . of the coparate idonti­

tio s of arr.1ed groups , gow rnnont, nncl oi vilian orca,1iz.c1 tions. 

J:11. forging o:.:;y allfo.nce, all groups should, at ti10 very "beginning, · define 

cle arJ.y ,thoir point of unity· on the basin of a oor,1raon ;p_o.J.j. ti.011-l progran, and 

nc t necessarily on tho po.sis of ideology which it: tho no:ro clifficul t to unite 

on, 1h thout clear political uni i;ios, any alliance will .01'1.d in collapse, 

Ground rules in tho interaction of tho various groups within such allin.nce 

should thon be oolloctivoly agrood upon and. strictly :i.nplonontod". 

Tho . starting point should 'be r,11.1.tuo.l rocogni tion cw:1.d Dutual rospoct which . 
aro enrnod by bo ing honest n.bout our intentions and notivos, and ::1n unconpro­

ni ;, ing porsoverance to forging prinoiplocl unity ano11g mrious Groups. 

Furthorr.10:ro, we shoul d do away Hi th undue has to in tllG forr,mlri.tion of 

ir.1portsmt c..ocisio:vis, n.nd ins to[:.d , allov-l full d0r.1ooro.tio participation in_ the 

do .:'inition of the structures and processes of' the Cordillera Au.tor,onous Region. 

'l'l:loso aro vn.lunbl o loosons drown fro~.1 conoroto oxpo:r:j'.)ncos uhich should 

so :c'VO ns ir.1portant guido+ines for oo:nt:Lnuod. actfon , 

'111:i.e Cordill~ra Poo:plo I s Allio.nee lobbiod tho Constitutio~l Co1JJ:1i,ssion fo:r 

Co--cdillcrn autono1:iy, and .ro uon tho Con:Jti.tutioncJ. provi::.1 ionc . We should, 

ho,iovo:.', look boyoEd tho Constitution and continue cli:ro,ot people I s actions and 

build organized people 1s power f or tho ostablishr.1ont of gonuino :roe;iono.l 

autonmw whoro political nnd ocononic l)owor is tro,nsfo:r:red fron tho traditional 

o 1:i. to into tho h,."'1.,nd_s of tho po 01)10 s of tho Corc1illo :en.. 

Genuine roeional C1.utonor.iy in tho Corclillorn om111o t bo osto.blichod wi thou~ 

s tructural chances in Philippine society. Thero shov.lcl l'xJ froo c.:on fro1:1 f o:co ign 

do::1in1;,tion mid. popular clor.1ocr o.oy who1'D . po.ror 'belongs to tlyj poo:plO" Sadly, this 

i s not a .roali ty under the Aquino govcrnnon~. 

wo . thoroforo co.11 on a.11 groups in tho CoxdiJ.l o ro. to n principled unity 

in the coL1Don quost for genuine rocioml autonony through poopJo i s onpoworr.1ont, 

wt thin tho frar.101rol"k of tho continuin{; st:r.ugglo for national ~ovoroig:.'.'.t;y , 

people I s dor:iocra.cy, o.nd social justice 11hich can l\; ·cho only L::.nting francwork 

fo~ po~co in tho Co:rc1illo rn. 
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