University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Public relations Box PR4

Statement on Hurricane ‘Iniki

Senator Daniel K. Akaka Papers
Public relations, Speeches, statements, and messages, Box PR4, Folder 138
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/78610

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information



https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/

STATEMENT ON HURRICANE INIKI

BY SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA

IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE
SEPTEMBER 15, 1992

Mr. President, I rise in strong support of the proposed
Committee amendment, which includes emergency funding for Hawaii
communities devastated by Hurricane Iniki last Friday. I deeply
appreciate the Committee’s willingness to work with the Hawaii
Delegation and Governor Waihee in securing adequate emergency
funding in this Supplemental Appropriations measure for Iniki’s
victims.

At the outset, I would like to recognize the assistance and
cooperation of the Chairman and his staff in developing this
amendment. I would like to reserve special praise for my friend
and colleague, Dan Inouye, for the central role he played in
crafting the particulars of this amendment, and for ensuring that
Hawaii’s needs, as currently known, have been properly
transmitted to, and characterized by, the Committee. As a senior
member of the Appropriations panel, Dan Inouye’s experience and
leadership have never been more important to the Aloha State than
at this moment. This crisis has once again demonstrated how
fortunate the 50th State is to be so effectively represented in
Washington by the senior senator from Hawaii.

Mr. President, Hawaii is known for many things. But we are
most famous for our aloha spirit. Each year, millions of

Americans travel to Hawaii to enjoy the warmth that we call
aloha. Now--because of Iniki--America must show its aloha for
Hawaii. America, we need your kokua, your help, and we need it
badly. Please help Kauai to once again become the "Garden Isle."

The American public has been generous with gifts of money
and other assistance for the victims of Hurricane Andrew. Today
I ask you to dig a little deeper, because Hawaii needs your help
too. I ask you to find room in your hearts and pocketbooks for
the needs of our hurricane victims, just as you have found room
for the needs of others.




The best way to show your support is through the American
Red Cross. You can give to the victims of Iniki by calling 800
842-2200. Please show your generosity in our time of need. Your
help will rekindle the aloha spirit in many people who are
overwhelmed by despair.

Mr President, this amendment represents the Federal
government’s commitment to provide relief. This bill will help
the victims of Iniki rebuild their shattered lives. It gives
full force and effect to the disaster declaration which President
Bush issued on Saturday. This measure answers Hawaii’s call for
help. It is a message of hope amidst an ocean of despair.

The Disaster Supplemental, as modified by the Committee
amendment, contains increases of more than $1.2 billion to
accommodate Hawaii’s needs. However, I would like to point out
that the funds provided in this measure for Hurricane Iniki, over
and above those included for Hurricane Andrew and Omar, are based
only on preliminary estimates of Hawaii’s needs. For this
reason, I hope my colleagues will bear in mind that, as Hawaii
works its way through this disaster, we may discover significant
‘additional needs that may have to be satisfied by the Federal
government. In such an eventuality, I hope that members will
understand and support any effort on our part to seek additional
Iniki-related funds, either in conference on the pending measure
or in other appropriations vehicles.

Mr. President, the media have reported extensively on
Hurricane Iniki. However, the full impact of the devastation
visited on Hawaii, particularly the island of Kauai, cannot truly
be comprehended, unless one were to witness it in person. Over
the weekend, the Hawaii Delegation flew to Hawaii, arriving just
hours after Iniki had hammered its way through western Hawaii.
From Oahu, we went directly to Kauai, where we viewed what was
left of the Garden Isle by helicopter.

Mr. President, in simple words, Kauai is a scene of
unimaginable devastation. From the air, we saw roads washed out
by floods and surf, broken boats hurled high over the tideline,
homes and hotels and office buildings smashed and exposed, and
telephone and power poles littering the landscape. Trees had
been stripped of leaves and tossed haphazardly, many across roads
and dwellings. The island’s extensive sugar cane fields were
blown flat, as were the banana, papaya and macadamia nut trees.
And everywhere, Mr. President, you could see Iniki’s survivors,
lone individuals or families, picking through the wreckage,
waiting for food and water, hoping to salvage something of their
former lives.

We later met with Kauai County Mayor JoAnn Yukimura and
representatives of FEMA, State Civil Defense, the National Guard,
and the military, who noted that Kauai’s situation is critical.
Since Friday the island has been without electricity or




communication, neither of which is expected to be fully restored
for several weeks. Many roads are blocked with debris and
damaged, and extensive damage has been done to the power system,
communication system, and water and sewer facilities. While the
major hospital is operational, two of the health clinics have
sustained some damage. Little is known of the condition of
schools. As of yesterday morning, FEMA estimated that up to
1,000 homes had been destroyed, another 3,000 suffered major
damage, and 4,000 inflicted with minor damage, leaving an
estimated seven thousand of the island’s fifty thousand permanent
residents without shelter.

Mr. President, in spite of the extraordinary emergency
response on the part of Federal, State, and local authorities, as
well as private relief agencies, the wounds left by Iniki will
take many years to heal. The cyclone has brutalized Kauai,
brought untold misery to its residents, and left its economy and
infrastructure in ruins. While I have not personally viewed the
destruction caused by Hurricane Andrew, I would hazard that the
people of Kauai are facing the same level of hardship as that
experienced by the people of South Florida and Louisiana. It is
therefore appropriate that funding for the victims of Hurricane
Iniki is included in the same legislation that provides for
victims of Hurricane Andrew.

In this regard, it is my hope that the President also offers
assistance to Hawaii on the same terms he recently offered
Florida and Louisiana. President Bush used his authority to
provide 100% disaster assistance to these two states; however,
despite the similar magnitude of the disaster in Hawaii, he has
thus far authorized only the 90-10 match that is provided in
traditional emergencies. While I am grateful for the President’s
decision to offer us disaster assistance, I am puzzled by the
different treatment he has accorded the respective victims of
Andrew and Iniki. I urge him to pay a visit to Kauai, just as he
visited Florida and Louisiana: I am convinced that, once he sees
for himself what has become of Hawaii’s loveliest island, he will
not hesitate to extend full Federal aid to Iniki’s victims.

Thank you, Mr. President. I urge my colleagues to support
this important measure.
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Mr. President, | rise in strong support of the
proposed Committee amendment, which includes emergency
funding for Hawaii communities devastated by Hurricane
Iniki last Friday. | deeply appreciate the Committee’s
willingness to work with the Hawaii Delegation and
Governor Waihee in securing adequate emergency funding in
this Supplemental Appropriations measure for Iniki's
victims.

At the outset, | would like to recognize the
assistance and cooperation of the Chairman and his staff
in developing this amendment. | would like to reserve
special praise for my friend and colleague, Dan Inouye,
for the central role he played in crafting the particulars
of this amendment, and for ensuring that Hawaii's needs,
as currently known, have been properly transmitted to, and
characterized by, the Committee. As a senior member of
the Appropriations panel, Dan Inouye'’s experience and
leadership have never been more important to the Aloha
State than at this moment. This crisis has once again
demonstrated how fortunate the 50th State is to be so




effectively represented in Washington by the senior
senator from Hawaii.

Mr. President, Hawaii is known for many things.
But we are most famous for our aloha spirit. Each year,
millions of Americans travel to Hawaii to enjoy the warmth
that we call aloha. Now--because of Iniki-~America must
show its aloha for Hawaii. America, we need your kokua,
your help, and we need it badly. Please help Kauai to
once again become the "Garden Isle."

The American public has been generous with gifts of
money and other assistance for the victims of Hurricane
Andrew. Today | ask you to dig a little deeper, because

Hawaii needs your help too. | ask you to find room in

your hearts and pocketbooks for the needs of our hurricane
victims, just as you have found room for the needs of
others.

The best way to show your support is through the
American Red Cross. You can give to the victims of Iniki
by calling 800 842-2200. Please show your generosity in
our time of need. Your help will rekindle the aloha
spirit in many people who are overwhelmed by despair.

Mr President, this amendment represents the Federal
government’'s commitment to provide relief. This bill will
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help the victims of Iniki rebuild their shattered lives.

It gives full force and effect to the disaster declaration
which President Bush issued on Saturday. This measure
answers Hawaii's call for help. It is a message of hope
amidst an ocean of despair.

The Disaster Supplemental, as modified by the
Committee amendment, contains increases of more than $1.2
billion to accommodate Hawaii's needs. However, | would
like to point out that the funds provided in this measure
for Hurricane Iniki, over and above those included for
Hurricane Andrew and Omar, are based only on preliminary
estimates of Hawaii's needs. For this reason, | hope my
colleagues will bear in mind that, as Hawaii works its way
through this disaster, we may discover significant

additional needs that may have to be satisfied by the
Federal government. In such an eventuality, | hope that
members will understand and support any effort on our part
to seek additional Iniki-related funds, either in

conference on the pending measure or in other
appropriations vehicles.

Mr. President, the media have reported extensively
on Hurricane Iniki. However, the full impact of the
devastation visited on Hawaii, particularly the island of
Kauai, cannot truly be comprehended, unless one were to
witness it in person. Over the weekend, the Hawaii
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Delegation flew to Hawaii, arriving just hours after Iniki

had hammered its way through western Hawaii. From Oahu,
we went directly to Kauai, where we viewed what was left
of the Garden Isle by helicopter.

Mr. President, in simple words, Kauai is a scene of
unimaginable devastation. From the air, we saw roads
washed out by floods and surf, broken boats hurled high
over the tideline, homes and hotels and office buildings
smashed and exposed, and telephone and power poles
littering the landscape. Trees had been stripped of -
leaves and tossed haphazardly, many across roads and
dwellings. The island’'s extensive sugar cane fields were
blown flat, as were the banana, papaya and macadamia nut
trees. And everywhere, Mr. President, you could see

Iniki's survivors, lone individuals or families, picking
through the wreckage, waiting for food and water, hoping
to salvage something of their former lives.

We later met with Kauai County Mayor JoAnn Yukimura
and representatives of FEMA, State Civil Defense, the
National Guard, and the military, who noted that Kauai’'s
situation is critical. Since Friday the island has been
without electricity or communication, neither of which is
expected to be fully restored for several weeks. Many
roads are blocked with debris and damaged, and extensive
damage has been done to the power system, communication
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system, and water and sewer facilities. While the major
hospital is operational, two of the health clinics have
sustained some damage. Little is known of the condition
of schools. As of yesterday morning, FEMA estimated that
up to 1,000 homes had been destroyed, another 3,000
suffered major damage, and 4,000 inflicted with minor
damage, leaving an estimated seven thousand of the
island’s fifty thousand permanent residents without

shelter.

Mr. President, in spite of the extraordinary
emergency response on the part of Federal, State, and
local authorities, as well as private relief agencies, the
wounds left by Iniki will take many years to heal. The
cyclone has brutalized Kauai, brought untold misery to its
residents, and left its economy and infrastructure in
ruins. While | have not personally viewed the destruction
caused by Hurricane Andrew, | would hazard that the people
of Kauai are facing the same level of hardship as that
experienced by the people of South Florida and Louisiana.
It is therefore appropriate that funding for the victims
of Hurricane Iniki is included in the same legislation
that provides for victims of Hurricane Andrew.

In this regard, it is my hope that the President
also offers assistance to Hawaii on the same terms he
recently offered Florida and Louisiana. President Bush
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used his authority to provide 100% disaster assistance to
these two states; however, despite the similar magnitude .
of the disaster in Hawaii, he has thus far authorized only
the 90-10 match that is provided in traditional
emergencies. While | am grateful for the President’s
decision to offer us disaster assistance, | am puzzled by
the different treatment he has accorded the respective
victims of Andrew and Iniki. | urge him to pay a visit to
Kauai, just as he visited Florida and Louisiana: | am
convinced that, once he sees for himself what has become
of Hawaii's loveliest island, he will not hesitate to

extend full Federal aid to Iniki’'s victims.

Thank you, Mr. President. | urge my colleagues to
support this important measure.
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