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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

DEC 20 4

Honorable Neil Abercrombie
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Abercrombie:

Thank you for your letter of July 21, 2001, supporting the Administration’s decision to move forward
with the implementation of Executive Order 13158 on Marine Protected Areas. The Secretary has asked
me to respond. I apologize for the delay.

We appreciate your interest and valuable input regarding the importance of directing a science-based
effort to effectively conserve and manage our Nation’s marine resources. An identical letter is being sent
to each signatory. As a Nation, we will be able to assess our effectiveness in conserving our marine
ecosystem and initiate a coordinated strategy for developing a national MPA system which effectively
balances conservation and use only if we understand the status of the resources and current management.
The Department of the Interior and the Department of Commerce are developing a comprehensive
inventory of information on existing MPAs for use as a tool to increase this understanding. The first
phase of inventorying existing MPAs has concentrated on Federal jurisdiction sites. At the Department
of the Interior, we are pleased that these Federal sites include 39 National Parks and 163 National
Wildlife Refuges.

However, we also recognize the importance of other marine resource management authorities and
interests. Steps are currently underway to coordinate with State, territorial, and tribal partners in the
MPA effort. We strongly agree with you that the entire MPA initiative is a collaborative process.
Creating strong partnerships, and consulting with diverse stakeholders, is central to its successful
implementation. Furthermore, we agree that any establishment or enhancement of MPAs will only be
done by the Federal, State, local, or territorial agencies or tribes that have -he existing authority to do so,
and will also include public involvement as currently required.

We understand the importance of comprehensively conserving our Nation’s marine resources for the
benefit of present and future generations and we are committed to our role in this effort.

Thank you again for your interest. Please contact my office if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Joseph E. Doddridge
Assistant to the Assistant Secretary for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks




