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THE B-2 BOMBER: FREEDOM’S DEFENSE
STATEMENT BY U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE
MONDAY, MAY 27, 1996

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, HAWAII

IN TIMES OF WAR, ONE HARDLY EVER HEARS VOICES OF DISCONTENT OR
CRITICISM OF MILITARY WEAPONS PROGRAMS. IN FACT, ONE IS MORE LIKELY
TO HEAR HYSTERICAL CRIES THAT WE MUST HAVE MORE.

WHEN PERIODS OF PEACE AND STABILITY RETURN, THOSE SAME VOICES OF

SUPPORT BECOME ONES OF OPPOSITION TO NATIONAL DEFENSE AND ITS
WEAPONS.

IN RECENT YEARS, THE WEAPON SYSTEM THAT WE ARE HERE TO CELEBRATE
TODAY, THE B-2 BOMBER, HAS BECOME THE MOST CRITICIZED AND MALIGNED

PROGRAM THAT | HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH DURING MY CAREER IN THE
SENATE.

WE BEGAN THE B-2 PROGRAM AT A TIME WHEN THE UNITED STATES WAS
CONFRONTED BY THE EVIL EMPIRE. THERE WERE SERIOUS CONCERNS
ABOUT THE SOVIET UNION'S DESTRUCTIVE POWER. THE PROSPECTS FOR
WAR SEEMED REAL.



SO, MILITARY STRATEGISTS AND FINANCIAL MANAGERS CAME TOGETHER
WITH A DECISION TO BUILD 132 B-2 BOMBERS. THERE WERE SOME WHO SAID
EVEN THIS NUMBER OF THIS INVISIBLE AIRCRAFT WITH ITS AWESOME
POTENTIAL WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH TO CHALLENGE THE BACKFIRE AND
BLACKJACK BOMBERS UNDER DESIGN AND PRODUCTION AT THAT TIME IN
THE SOVIET UNION.

THE EARLY COST OF THE B-2 WAS ESTIMATED AT $330 MILLION PER COPY.
COSTS WERE HIGH BECAUSE THIS AIRCRAFT WOULD REQUIRE A LARGE
INVESTMENT IN NEW FACTORIES WITH STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT. NEW
LABORATORIES WERE NEEDED TO TEST THE BOMBER AND ITS MANY
TECHNOLOGIES. A WHOLE NEW VILLAGE SPROUTED UP IN THE DESERT
WHERE THE BOMBERS WERE TO BE BUILT TO SUPPORT THIS UNDERTAKING.

WITH THIS PROGRAM, WE WERE ENTERING A NEW ERA OF STEALTH AND
GLOBAL REACH.

SUDDENLY, THE BERLIN WALL CAME CRASHING DOWN. THE EVIL EMPIRE WAS
NO MORE. AT LEAST SO CONCLUDED MANY. AND THE WEAPON SYSTEM
WHICH HAD AT ONE TIME RECEIVED ACCOLADES FROM NEARLY EVERYONE
BECAME THE NUMBER ONE TARGET FOR CRITICISM. AND WE CUT IT FROM
132 TO 75 TO 40 AND FINALLY DOWN TO 20 BOMBERS.

BUT WE FAILED TO ADEQUATELY EXPLAIN TO THE PEOPLE THAT, AS WE CAME
DOWN IN NUMBERS, THE COSTS OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, BUILDING
THE FACTORIES AND LABORATORIES COULDN'T BE ERASED AS WE ERASED
THE TOTAL NUMBER.

BOOK PUBLISHERS WILL TELL YOU THAT IF YOU PLAN TO PRODUCE ONLY 10
BOOKS THAT MIGHT COST YOU $10,000 PER COPY. BUT IF YOU PRODUCE
10,000 BOOKS, EACH ONE MIGHT ONLY COST ABOUT $10. THE SMALLER THE
PRODUCTION RUN, THE HIGHER THE INDIVIDUAL COST. WITH ONLY 20 B-2'S
WE FOUND OURSELVES WITH A VERY COSTLY PROGRAM. BUT EVEN SO,
MANY OF US STILL SUPPORT THE B-2.

IN 60 SECONDS, LET ME TELL YOU WHY. TODAY, OUR CONVENTIONAL
BOMBER FLEET DEPENDS ON THE B-52, AN AIRCRAFT DESIGNED AND BUILT
IN THE 1950'S AND THE EARLY THE 1960'S. THE SONS OF THE ORIGINAL B-52
PILOTS ARE FLYING THE SAME AIRCRAFT.



WITH THE B-52, IF WE WANTED TO TARGET BAGHDAD, WE WOULD FLY FROM
DIEGO GARCIA, IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, ACCOMPANIED BY EF-111 JAMMERS, F-
15 AND F-16 FIGHTER ESCORTS AND KC-135 TANKERS -- A TOTAL OF 55
PLANES WITH 116 CREW MEMBERS. EVEN SO, WE CAN'T BE VERY SURE THAT
THE MISSION WOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED AND THAT OUR PILOTS WOULD
RETURN SAFELY.

ON THE OTHER HAND, TWO B-2'S CAN TAKE OFF FROM THEIR HOME BASE IN
MISSOURI, AND FLY HALF WAY AROUND THE WORLD WITH FAR LESS TANKER
SUPPORT AND DELIVER A PRECISION ATTACK WITHOUT EVER BEING
DETECTED BY THE ENEMY -- AND ONLY PUTTING FOUR CREW MEMBERS AT
RISK.

IN THIS WAY, THE B-2 IS A BARGAIN. NOT ONLY IN DOLLARS, BUT IN THE MOST
PRECIOUS COMMODITY, OUR AIR FORCE SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN, WHOSE
LIVES WILL BE PROTECTED.

SO AS WE GATHER TODAY, TO CELEBRATE THIS MARVELOUS EXAMPLE OF
AMERICAN INGENUITY AND TECHNOLOGY. | ASK THAT ALL OF YOU CONSIDER
HOW WE MUST BALANCE OUR DESIRES TO HOLD DOWN DEFENSE SPENDING
WITH OUR NEEDS TO PRESERVE OUR DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS. AND AT
THE SAME TIME PROVIDE THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO RISK THEIR LIVES IN

DEFENSE OF FREEDOM THE BEST PROTECTION. THE B-2 BOMBER MEETS
THAT TEST.

DURING MY TENURE IN THE SENATE | HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE
ON BOTH THE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE AND THE DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE. | HAVE LEARNED THAT THE MOST
EFFECTIVE WAY TO PREVENT WAR IS TO BE PREPARED FOR WAR.

| REALIZE THAT THIS IS A COSTLY PROPOSITION, BUT THERE ARE STILL
NATIONS THAT CAN BE EASILY TEMPTED TO FOLLOW A PATH OF MISCHIEF
AND ADVENTURE. OVER THE YEARS, IT HAS BEEN OUR STRENGTH THAT HAS
DISSUADED THESE NATIONS FROM ACTING IRRESPONSIBLY.

STABILITY HAS BEEN OUR KEY WORD. THIS AWESOME AIRCRAFT WILL SERVE
TO MAINTAIN THAT STABILITY AND PEACE.
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MOST PRECIOUS COMMODITY, OUR AIR FORCE SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN,
WHOSE LIVES WILL BE PROTECTED.

SO AS WE GATHER TODAY, TO CELEBRATE THIS MARVELOUS EXAMPLE OF
AMERICAN INGENUITY AND TECHNOLOGY. | ASK THAT ALL OF YOU
CONSIDER HOW WE MUST BALANCE OUR DESIRES TO HOLD DOWN DEFENSE
SPENDING WITH OUR NEEDS TO PRESERVE QUR DEMQCRATIC

INSTITUTIONS. AND AT THE SAME TIME PROVIDE THOSE WHO ARE WILLING
TO RISK THEIR LIVES IN DEFENSE OF FREEDOM THE BEST PROTECTION.
THE B-2 BOMBER MEETS THAT TEST.

DURING MY TENURE IN THE SENATE | HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO
SERVE ON BOTH THE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE AND THE DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE. | HAVE LEARNED THAT THE MOST
EFFECTIVE WAY TO PREVENT WAR IS TO BE PREPARED FOR WAR.

| REALIZE THAT THIS IS A COSTLY PROPOSITION, BUT THERE ARE STiLL
NATIONS THAT CAN BE EASILY TEMPTED TO FOLLOW A PATH OF MISCHIEF
AND ADVENTURE. OVER THE YEARS, IT HAS BEEN OUR STRENGTH THAT
HAS DISSUADED THESE NATIONS FROM ACTING IRRESPONSIBLY.

STABILITY HAS BEEN OQUR KEY WORD. THIS AWESOME AIRCRAFT WILL
SERVE TO MAINTAIN THAT STABILITY AND PEACE.



Vor

Dan Inouye

U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII

THE B-2 BOMBER: FREEDOM’'S DEFENSE
STATEMENT BY U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE
MONDAY, MAY 27, 1996

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, HAWAII

IN TIMES OF WAR, ONE HARDCLY EVER HEARS VOICES OF DISCONTENT OR
CRITICISM OF MILITARY WEAPONS PROGRAMS. IN FACT, ONE IS MCRE
LIKELY TO HEAR HYSTERICAL CRIES THAT WE MUST HAVE MORE.

WHEN PERIOCDS OF PEACE AND STABILITY RETURN, THOSE SAME VOICES OF

SUPPORT BECOME ONES OF OPPCSITION TO NATIONAL DEFENSE AND ITS
WEAPONS.

IN RECENT YEARS, THE WEAPON SYSTEM THAT WE ARE HERE TO
CELEBRATE TODAY, THE B-2 BOMBER, HAS BECCME THE MOST CRITICIZED

AND MALIGNED PROGRAM THAT | HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH DURING MY
CAREER IN THE SENATE.

WE BEGAN THE B-2 PROGRAM AT A TIME WHEN THE UNITED STATES WAS
CONFRONTED BY THE EVIL EMPIRE. THERE WERE SERIQUS CONCERNS

ABOUT THE SOVIET UNION'S DESTRUCTIVE POWER. THE PROSPECTS FOR
WAR SEEMED REAL.



SO, MILITARY STRATEGISTS AND FINANCIAL MANAGERS CAME TOGETHER
WITH A DECISION TO BUILD 132 B-2 BOMBERS. THERE WERE SOME WHO
SAID EVEN THIS NUMBER OF THIS INVISIBLE AIRCRAFT WITH ITS AWESOME
POTENTIAL WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH TO CHALLENGE THE BACKFIRE AND

BLACKJACK BOMBERS UNDER DESIGN AND PRODUCTION AT THAT TIME IN
THE SOVIET UNION.

THE EARLY COST OF THE B-2 WAS ESTIMATED AT $330 MILLION PER COPY.
COSTS WERE HIGH BECAUSE THIS AIRCRAFT WOULD REQUIRE A LARGE
INVESTMENT IN NEW FACTORIES WITH STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT. NEW
LABORATORIES WERE NEEDED TO TEST THE BOMBER AND ITS MANY
TECHNOLOGIES. A WHOLE NEW VILLAGE SPROUTED UP IN THE DESERT
WHERE THE BOMBERS WERE TO BE BUILT TO SUPPORT THIS UNDERTAKING.

WITH THIS PROGRAM, WE WERE ENTERING A NEW ERA OF STEALTH AND
GLOBAL REACH.

SUDDENLY, THE BERLIN WALL CAME CRASHING DOWN. THE EVIL EMPIRE
WAS NO MORE. AT LEAST SO CONCLUDED MANY. AND THE WEAPON
SYSTEM WHICH HAD AT ONE TIME RECEIVED ACCOLADES FROM NEARLY
EVERYONE BECAME THE NUMBER ONE TARGET FOR CRITICISM. AND WE
CUT IT FROM 132 TO 75 TO 40 AND FINALLY DOWN TO 20 BOMBERS.

BUT WE FAILED TO ADEQUATELY EXPLAIN TO THE PEOPLE THAT, AS WE
CAME DOWN IN NUMBERS, THE COSTS OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT,
BUILDING THE FACTORIES AND LABORATORIES COULDN'T BE ERASED AS WE
ERASED THE TOTAL NUMBER.

BOOK PUBLISHERS WILL TELL YOU THAT IF YOU PLAN TO PRODUCE ONLY 10
BOOKS THAT MIGHT COST YOU $10,000 PER COPY. BUT IF YOU PRODUCE
10,000 BOOKS, EACH ONE MIGHT ONLY COST ABOUT $10. THE SMALLER THE
PRODUCTION RUN, THE HIGHER THE INDIVIDUAL COST. WITH ONLY 20 B-2'S
WE FOUND OURSELVES WITH A VERY COSTLY PROGRAM. BUT EVEN SO,
MANY OF US STILL SUPPORT THE B-2.

IN 60 SECONDS, LET ME TELL YOU WHY. TODAY, OUR CONVENTIONAL
BOMBER FLEET DEPENDS ON THE B-52, AN AIRCRAFT DESIGNED AND BUILT
IN THE 1850'S AND THE EARLY THE 1960'S. THE SONS OF THE ORIGINAL B-52
PILOTS ARE FLYING THE SAME AIRCRAFT.



WITH THE B-52, IF WE WANTED TO TARGET BAGHDAD, WE WOULD FLY FROM
DIEGO GARCIA, IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, ACCOMPANIED BY EF-111 JAMMERS,
F-15 AND F-16 FIGHTER ESCORTS AND KC-135 TANKERS -- A TOTAL OF 55
PLANES WITH 116 CREW MEMBERS. EVEN SO, WE CAN'T BE VERY SURE
THAT THE MISSION WQULD BE ACCOMPLISHED AND THAT QUR PILOTS
WOULD RETURN SAFELY.

ON THE OTHER HAND, TWCQ B-2'S CAN TAKE OFF FROM THEIR HOME BASE IN
MISSQURI, AND FLY HALF WAY AROUND THE WORLD WITH FAR LESS TANKER
SUPPORT AND DELIVER A PRECISION ATTACK WITHOUT EVER BEING

DETECTED BY THE ENEMY -- AND ONLY PUTTING FOUR CREW MEMBERS AT
RISK.

IN THIS WAY, THE B-2 IS A BARGAIN. NOT ONLY IN DOLLARS, BUT IN THE
MOST PRECIOUS COMMODITY, OUR AIR FORCE SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN,
WHOSE LIVES WILL BE PROTECTED.

SO AS WE GATHER TODAY, TO CELEBRATE THIS MARVELOUS EXAMPLE OF
AMERICAN INGENUITY AND TECHNOLOGY. | ASK THAT ALL OF YOU
CONSIDER HOW WE MUST BALANCE OUR DESIRES TO HOLD DOWN DEFENSE
SPENDING WITH OUR NEEDS TO PRESERVE OUR DEMQCRATIC
INSTITUTIONS. AND AT THE SAME TIME PROVIDE THOSE WHO ARE WILLING
TO RISK THEIR LIVES IN DEFENSE OF FREEDOM THE BEST PROTECTION.
THE B-2 BOMBER MEETS THAT TEST.

DURING MY TENURE IN THE SENATE | HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO
SERVE ON BOTH THE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE AND THE DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE. | HAVE LEARNED THAT THE MOST
EFFECTIVE WAY TO PREVENT WAR IS TO BE PREPARED FOR WAR.

| REALIZE THAT THIS IS A COSTLY PROPOSITION, BUT THERE ARE STILL
NATIONS THAT CAN BE EASILY TEMPTED TO FOLLOW A PATH OF MISCHIEF
AND ADVENTURE. OVER THE YEARS, IT HAS BEEN OUR STRENGTH THAT
HAS DISSUADED THESE NATIONS FROM ACTING IRRESPONSIBLY.

STABILITY HAS BEEN OUR KEY WORD. THIS AWESOME AIRCRAFT WILL
SERVE TO MAINTAIN THAT STABILITY AND PEACE.



