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CHIBA CHATTER by D  W  
 

January 9 

For those interested here are some facts ï off the internet ï about Chiba prefecture: 

Area ranks 28th of the 47 prefectures in Japan 

Population  of about 6,300,000 ranks 6th 

Was settled during prehistoric times 

Is 6th in industrial output:  petroleum, chemical, steel, and machine industries ï accounts for 45% of its ex

 ports 

2nd highest agricultural output after Hokkaido but leads Hokkaido in vegetable output 

Produces 78% of Japanôs peanuts! 

Largest producer in Japan of carrots, cabbage, daikon radish, long onion, loquat, nashi (Asian pear), 

 tomatoes, spinach 

2nd in corn.  Rice also grown and large amounts of seaweed. 

Climate is humid subtropical ï weôre looking for a summer home! -  average Jan and Feb highs are both 48 

 F, low of 33/34 average 

Sister city is Wisconsin (our neighbors who we left behind are from Wisconsin so maybe Chiba was 

 destined to be our new home!) 

Home to Disneyland! 

 

2022 JAVA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM WILL OPEN IN MID-MARCH!  
16 SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE AWARDED! by JAVA R  T   

https://www.facebook.com/Japanese-American-Veterans-Association-201704733192222 
 

The U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE Memorial Scholarship ($3,000), honoring the late U.S. 

Senator Daniel K. Inouyeôs iconic career of military and civilian public service will be awarded to a student 

who has completed at least one year of college and is pursuing a career in public service or military service.  

Japanese American Veterans Association (JAVA) Founderôs Scholarship ($3,000), awarded in memory of 

JAVAôs founder, COLONEL SUNAO PHIL ISHIO, U.S. Army, his wife CONSTANCE ISHIO and their 

son DOUGLAS ISHIO will be awarded to a student who has completed at least two years of college.  



KIYOKO TSUBOI TAUBKIN Legacy Scholarship ($2,000), a tribute to Ms. Kiyoko Tsuboi Taubkin, a 

longtime supporter of JAVA will be awarded to a student who has completed at least one year of college as of 

June 2022.  

Memorial Scholarships ($1,500), honor Nisei veterans, JAVA members, and/or their family members. 

JAVA Memorial Scholarships are awarded to 2022 graduating high school seniors who are planning to 

continue at an accredited two or four-year college or university. 2022 JAVA Memorial Scholarships are:  

MUM ARII, 442nd RCT Scholarship in honor of the grandfather of DR. MATTHEW MAH, a former 

Inouye Scholarship recipient.  

DR. AMERICO BUGLIANI Scholarship in honor of his liberator, PAUL SAKAMOTO, 100th Infantry 

Battalion/442nd RCT veteran.  

CAROLYN NAMIE FURUMOTO Scholarship, honors the wife of JAVA member and Vietnam veteran, 

TAK FURUMOTO.  

Ranger Grant Hirabayashi Scholarship in honor of RANGER GRANT JIRO HIRABAYASHI, MIS.  

DR. TAKUMI IZUNO Family Scholarship, in honor of JAVA EC member, CYNTHIA MACRIôs father 

and family members.  

COLONEL JIMMIE KANAYA Scholarship in honor of Colonel Jimmie Kanaya, U.S. Army, a three-

war veteran ï WW II, Korean and Vietnam.  

Mitsugi Kasai Scholarship in honor of CWO 4 MITSUGI MURAKAMI KASAI, MIS veteran.  

Ben Kuroki Scholarship in honor of SERGEANT BEN KUROKI, a gunner in the US Army Air Corps, 

505th Bombardment Group.  

Matsui Scholarship in honor of VICTOR MATSUI, MIS veteran, and his wife TERU MATSUI.  

COLONEL VIRGIL R. MILLER Scholarship in honor of Colonel Virgil R. Miller Scholarship, 

Commander of the 442nd, who led the Nisei soldiers in their rescue of the Texas "Lost Battalion" in the 

Vosges Mountains of France during WWII.  

ROBERT NAKAMOTO Scholarship, in honor of past JAVA President and Korean War veteran, Bob 

Nakamoto.  

Betty Shima Scholarship, in honor of BETTY FUJITA SHIMA, lifelong partner of 442nd veteran, 

TERRY SHIMA.  

Shirey Scholarship, in honor of MAJOR ORVILLE SHIREY, 442nd veteran and wife, and MAUD 

SHIREY.  

Be on the lookout for an email announcement and update on the website!  

 

AN AFTERNOON WITH THE AUTHOR:  SCOTT KIKKAWA.  IN PERSON TALK & 
BOOK SIGNING AND ALSO ON ZOOM 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Aloha--Here-s-your-Weekly-Wednesday-Update.html?
soid=1125939601830&aid=8hzkoOko0yU 

 

We just received our shipment of books. Call to reserve yours today for the book signing! 

"An Afternoon with the Author" in person or via Zoom...your choice! We are so thrilled to have SCOTT 

KIKKAWA join us for an in-person talk and book signing on March 19th from 1:30pm here at the Nisei 

Veterans Memorial Centerôs (NVMC's) STANLEY IZUMIGAWA Resource Center. 

In partnership with Bamboo Ridge Press, this event will also be available via Zoom and you can click here 

(https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yuWT7P3_RWWMi6Tv6R7SLA) to register.  Scott will be 

talking about his newest book "Red Dirt". 

For those who want to meet the author in person, call the office at 244-6862 to reserve your seat 

today. Because of Covid, we are limiting the in-person talk to 35 people. We request you wear a mask. All 



seats will be socially distanced. 

About Red Dirt: 

Following on the heels of his critically acclaimed d®but noir novel, KONA 

WINDS, Scott Kikkawa resumes his depiction of 1950s Honolulu Police Department 

Detective Sergeant FRANCIS "SHEIK" YOSHIKAWA, a Japanese American 

Nisei veteran of World War II. Handsome, street smart, literate, and haunted by 

memories of his military service in the famed 442nd Regimental Combat Team, Sheik 

must solve a murder case that begins with the discovery of a burned and dismembered 

body found in a sugarcane field. Investigating the victim's life to see who would have 

wanted him dead leads to a local communist study group that's being hunted down by 

the federal government. A compelling mystery with a breathtaking, unexpected 

ending. 

 

SUTRA AND BIBLE:  FAITH AND THE JAPANESE AMERICAN WWII 
INCARCERATION 

https://www.janm.org/exhibits/sutra-and-bible 
 

A Communityôs Spiritual Journey to Survive 

From the confines of concentration camps and locales under martial law to the battlegrounds of Europe, 

Japanese Americans drew on their faith to survive forced removal, indefinite incarceration, unjust deportation, 

family separation, and war combat at a time when their race and religion were seen as threats to national 

security. Sutra and Bible explores the role that religion played in saving the exiled Japanese American 

community from despair. 

Sutra and Bible tells the stories of those faced with sudden, heartbreaking exile through an array of 

astonishing artifacts: from the prayer books and religious scrolls they carried into camp, to the Buddha 

statues, crosses, and altars they handcrafted to keep their spirits alive. At the heart of the exhibition are sacred 

scriptures created in camp: ink-inscribed stones that were unearthed from the Heart Mountain concentration 

campôs cemetery that make up a section of the Lotus Sutra, and heavily annotated bilingual Bibles, 

handwritten by the Salvation Armyôs CAPTAIN MASUO KITAJI during his incarceration in the Poston 

concentration camp. 

This exhibition, co-curated by DUNCAN RYUKEN WILLIAMS and EMILY ANDERSON, shares the 

many ways that the Buddhist and Christian communities provided refuge, instilled hope, and taught 

compassion as Japanese Americans survived behind barbed wire, under martial law, and on the battlefield. 

Duncan Ryuken Williams is Professor of American Studies & Ethnicity, Chair of the USC School of 

Religion, and the Director of the USC SHINSO ITO Center for Japanese Religions and Culture. He has also 

been ordained since 1993 as a Buddhist priest in the Soto Zen tradition and previously served as the Buddhist 

chaplain at Harvard University, where he earned his PhD. Williamsô latest book, American Sutra: A Story of 

Faith and Freedom in the Second World War (Harvard University Press, 2019) is the winner of the 2022 

Grawemeyer Religion Award and a LA Times bestseller. Williams is also the author of The Other Side of 

Zen (Princeton) and editor of seven volumes including Hapa Japan (Kaya), Issei Buddhism in the 

Americas (Illinois), American Buddhism (Routledge), and Buddhism and Ecology (Harvard). Find him online 

at duncanryukenwilliams.com. 

Emily Anderson is Project Curator at the Japanese American National Museum and a specialist on 

modern Japan. Having received her PhD in modern Japanese history from UCLA in 2010, she was assistant 

professor of Japanese history at Washington State University (Pullman, Washington) from 2010-2014, and 

postdoctoral fellow at University of Auckland in 2014. She is the author of Christianity in Modern Japan: 

Empire for God (Bloomsbury, 2014) and the editor of Belief and Practice in Imperial Japan and Colonial 

Korea (Palgrave MacMillan, 2017) as well as a number of articles and book chapters on religion and 

imperialism in Japan and the Pacific. She also has extensive experience developing museum exhibits, 

https://www.duncanryukenwilliams.com/


including co-curating Boyle Heights: Power of Place (JANM, 2002-2003) and Cannibals: Myth and 

Reality (San Diego Museum of Us, 2015-ongoing). 

Sutra and Bible: Faith and the Japanese American World War II Incarceration is co-presented by JANM 

and the USC Shinso Ito Center for Japanese Religions and Culture with support from the U.S. Department of 

the Interior, National Park Service, Japanese American Confinement Sites Grant Program and the Okada 

Family Foundation. Media Sponsor:  Rafu Shimpo.   

 

VIRTUAL CURATOR PREVIEW & GALLERY TALKðSUTRA AND BIBLE 
https://www.janm.org/events/2022-02-26/virtual-curator-preview-gallery-talk-sutra-and-bible 

 

About the event:   

FREE 

Join DUNCAN RYUKEN WILLIAMS and EMILY ANDERSON, curators of the upcoming 

exhibition, Sutra and Bible: Faith and the Japanese American World War II Incarceration, for a virtual 

preview of many never-before-seen artifacts that tell the stories of how Japanese Americans drew on their 

faith to survive forced removal and incarceration at a time when their race and religion were seen as threats to 

national security. 

Sutra and Bible brings the stories of those faced with sudden, heartbreaking exile to light through an array 

of astonishing artifacts: from the prayer books and religious scrolls they carried with them into camp, to the 

altars, prayer beads, embroidered senninbari prayer belts, and memorials they handcrafted through the 

bleakest times, to keep their spirits alive. 

This program is the launch event for the exhibition Sutra and Bible: Faith and the Japanese American 

World War II Incarceration opening on February 26, 2022 at the Japanese American National Museum 

(JANM). The exhibition is co-presented by JANM and the USC SHINSO ITO Center for Japanese Religions 

and Culture. 

 

OREGON HIGHWAY DESIGNATED IN HONOR OF JAPANESE AMERICAN 
VETERANS by J  R   

https://www.oregonlive.com/commuting/2022/03/oregon-highway-designated-in-honor-of-japanese-american-
veterans.html 

 

A state highway near Hood River will be designated in honor of Japanese Americans who served in the 

United States military during World War II. 

Legislators voted Thursday to name Oregon 35 as the Oregon Nisei Veterans World War II Memorial 

Highway. The 41-mile road runs between Mount Hoodôs Government Camp and the town of Hood River. 

The bill awaits GOV. KATE BROWNôs signature. 

About 120 Oregon second-generation Japanese Americans, or Nisei, fought in World War II. Nearly 

half were from the Oregon side of the mid-Columbia River Ggorge, with many living and working on 

orchards and farms along Oregon 35 before they fought in the war. About 33,000 Nisei from around the 

country fought in World War II. 

At the same time, many of their families were incarcerated in internment camps. PRESIDENT 

FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT signed Executive Order 9066 in 1942 that led to the imprisonment of about 

120,000 people of Japanese descent, many of them born in the United States, under armed guard and 

behind barbed wire fences. 

And the soldiers and their families faced discrimination and imprisonment during and after the war. 

In Hood River, 16 Nisei soldiersô names were blacked out from an honor roll of local service members 

on wall plaques at the county courthouse in 1944. They were restored three months later only because of 

pressure from the American Legion national commander. 

https://dornsife.usc.edu/cjrc/
https://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/2017/05/pilgrimage_marks_75_years_sinc.html
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/japanese-american-relocation
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/japanese-american-relocation


An exhibit at the Oregon Historical Society  examines the injustices that Japanese Americans from 

Hood River faced, with photos, letters, documents and firsthand accounts from soldiers. Some residents 

vowed to prevent returning Japanese Americans from resettling in the community, and many local 

businesses refused to serve them. 

 

WHAT IF HEROES WERE NOT WELCOME HOME? 
T  O  H  S  exhibit 

https://www.ohs.org/museum/exhibits/what-if-heroes-were-not-welcome-home.cfm 

Type:  Travelling exhibit 

Audiences:  Teachers, Family Friendly 

This poignant exhibit examines the prejudice that Japanese American veterans from Hood River, Oregon 

experienced upon their return home from serving our country in World War II. These American citizens 

served heroically with the United States Armed Forces in the South Pacific and in Europe, yet many of their 

families were unjustly incarcerated in concentration camps on American soil. 

Curated by LINDA TAMURA and MARSHA MATTHEWS, What If Heroes Were Not Welcome 

Home? was originally displayed at the Oregon Historical Society in Portland in conjunction with the 

Smithsonian traveling exhibition "American Heroes: Japanese American World War II Nisei Soldiers and the 

Congressional Gold Medal." The Medal, awarded in 2011 to Japanese American World War II veterans in the 

100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and the Military Intelligence Service (MIS), 

traveled across the country in 2013, visiting only six cities in the nation. 

This exhibition uses first-hand accounts, photos, letters, and historical documents to show how wartime 

events brought national notoriety to the small community of Hood River. Visitors will be invited to make 

meaningful connections between the past and present-exploring the promise and reality of American 

democracy and equality. One soldier depicted in the exhibit, GEORGE AKIYAMA, wrote in his diary that 

after the war, still wearing his uniform with the Silver and Bronze Star, he stopped to get a haircut at a 

downtown barbershop.  The barber waved his razor, exclaiming, "I ought to slit your throat." Visitors are 

asked to put themselves into his shoes, and the shoes of the other returning soldiers, and consider how they 

would have reacted in that situation, and further, how they would handle similar situations of bullying or 

racism in the present day. 

Hosting the Exhibit 

The exhibit is available in the form of PDFs that host venues may print and display. Please contact Tara 

Cole, Museum Services Coordinator, at 503.306.5223 or tara.cole@ohs.org for inquiries. 

https://www.ohs.org/museum/exhibits/what-if-heroes-were-not-welcome-home.cfm
http://lindatamura.weebly.com/
mailto:tara.cole@ohs.org






OREGON LAWMAKERS APPROVE RENAMING OR-35 TO HONOR JAPANESE-
AMERICAN WWII VETERANS by B  C, KGW8 News 

https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/renaming-route-35-honor-japanese-american-veterans/283-57822e59
-28c7-4a8d-a19e-ee1693688adf 

 

Under the new legislation, the 41-mile highway between Hood River and Government Camp will be 

called Oregon Nisei Veterans World War II Memorial Highway.  

HOOD RIVER, Ore. ð State lawmakers want to rename Oregon Route 35, which runs between Hood 

River and Government Camp, to honor Japanese Americans who fought in World War II. 

On Monday, the Oregon House and Senate approved changing the name of the 41-mile highway to 

"Oregon Nisei Veterans World War II Memorial Highway." The legislation heads to Gov. Kate Brown's desk 

for her signature.  

LINDA TAMURA, a Japanese American from Hood River, said her father and uncle both fought in 

WWII. She was one of the people behind the legislation to rename the highway.   

Tamura explained that Nisei means second-generation Japanese American.  

"Nisei is significant because they were incarcerated and they served our country," Tamura said.  

More than 130 Oregon Nisei soldiers served in Europe and the South Pacific during the war. Some of the 

soldiers were also sent to internment camps during the war following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.  

The name change is meant to honor those soldiers, a number of whom lived in Hood River County.  

https://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/todays-doc/?dod-date=219


"The goal is to have four signs, two facing south and two facing north. We would also like to have an 

information sign that talks a little bit of Nisei Veterans," Tamura said.   

TOM ASHMORE lives in the area and said he supports renaming the highway to honor Japanese-

American veterans.   

"I have no problem with that. I think it would be good to recognize those folks and what they went 

through," Ashmore said.    

Assuming GOV. (KATE) BROWN signs off on the legislation, Tamura said she hopes to hold a 

ceremony when the new signs go up in August.   

 

NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM 
www.nationalww2museum.org 

 

MEET THE AUTHORðJAPANESE AMERICAN INCARCERATION: THE CAMPS AND 
COERCED LABOR DURING WORLD WAR II NOW ONLINE 

 

A recent presentation by Dr. STEPH HINNERSHITZ in which she discusses her recently released book 

Japanese American Incarceration: The Camps and Coerced Labor during World War II, which places the 

forced removal and incarceration of approximately 120,000 Japanese Americans during World War II within a 

history of US prison labor and exploitation is now available to watch at https://vimeo.com/event/1785998/

videos/678953231/.  For more information, please visit https://www.nationalww2museum.org/events-

programs/events/129316-meet-author-japanese-american-incarceration-camps-and-coerced-labor. 

STUDENT TRAVEL PROGRAM 

The National WWII Museum's student travel programs allow high school and college students to earn 

college credit while exploring the leadership lessons and real-life decision-making scenarios of World War II.   

Current travel opportunities include the NORMANDY ACADEMY, an educational journey that challenges 

students to learn from the choices made before and during the historic D-Day landing, with multiple departure 

dates.  Also offered is the STUDENT LEADERSHIP ACADEMY from  

June 19ï25, 2022 which pairs online learning with a behind-the-scenes experience at The National WWII 



Museum's New Orleans campus.  For more information, visit www.nationalww2museum.org/events-

programs/educational-travel/student-travel-national-wwii-museum 

 Full and partial scholarships are available for the Museumôs summer Normandy Academy and Student 

Leadership Academy programs.  For scholarship details,  visit www.nationalww2museum.submittable.com/

submit 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARD NOMINATIONS 

The BILLY MICHAL Student Leadership Award is presented annually to one student from each state 

and the District of Columbia who demonstrates the American spirit in his or her community.  Selected 

awardees and a parent or chaperone will join us in New Orleans to be recognized as part of the Museum's 

American Spirit Awards program on June 9ï10, 2022. 

 The Museum is currently taking nominations for these awards. Nominees should have a strong record of 

volunteerism, school and/or community activism, or implementing creative solutions to recognized problems.   

For more information or to nominate an 8th-12th grade student, please visit www.nationalww2museum.org/

events/special-events/american-spirit-awards#billymichalstudentleadershipaward. 

 

MEDAL OF HONOR SPOTLIGHT: MIKIO HASEMOTO  by US A  P  A 
https://www.army.mil/medalofhonor/citations21.html#H  

 

PRIVATE MIKIO HASEMOTO distinguished himself by extraordinary 

heroism in action on 29 November 1943, in the vicinity of Cerasuolo, Italy. A force 

of approximately 40 enemy soldiers, armed with machine guns, machine pistols, 

rifles, and grenades, attacked the left flank of his platoon. Two enemy soldiers with 

machine guns advanced forward, firing their weapons. Private Hasemoto, an 

automatic rifleman, challenged these two machine gunners. After firing four 

magazines at the approaching enemy, his weapon was shot and damaged. 

Unhesitatingly, he ran 10 yards to the rear, secured another automatic rifle, and 

continued to fire until his weapon jammed. At this point, Private Hasemoto and his 

squad leader had killed approximately 20 enemy soldiers. Again, Private Hasemoto 

ran through a barrage of enemy machine gun fire to pick up an M-1 rifle. Continuing 

their fire, Private Hasemoto and his squad leader killed 10 more enemy soldiers. With 

only three enemy soldiers left, he and his squad leader charged courageously forward, 

killing one, wounding one, and capturing another. The following day, Private Hasemoto continued to repel 

enemy attacks until he was killed by enemy fire. Private Hasemoto s extraordinary heroism and devotion to 

duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and 

the United States Army. 

(PPP Editorôs Note:  Mikio Hasemoto served with the 100th Infantry Battalion in Baker Company.  

Biographical information on his life as well as his Medal of Honor citation can be found at the 100th website 

at https://www.100thbattalion.org/wp-content/uploads/Hasemoto-Mikio.pdf).   

 

JAVA ELECTION RESULTS AND AWARDS PRESENTATION 
Press Release, dated February 7, 2022 

 

Washington, DC.  On February 5, 2022, the Japanese American Veterans Association (JAVA) announced 

election results at a virtual Annual General Membership Meeting. An Awards Presentation followed. DAWN 

EILENBERGER, Chair of the JAVA Nomination Committee and JAVA General Counsel, announced the 

results based on voting by the membership. MG GARRETT S. YEE, USA, administered the Oath of Office 

to the following officers:  

GERALD YAMADA, JAVA President.  Mr. Yamada has served as JAVA President since July 2019 

https://java-us.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=PGblFSfR%2foNUpLDIiVwSrWdd6R6XCqa7Mbn5R4mEW1ell31do43ykMZZcBwxaCwRImpkIUjdx0wDivfGATbt7A3oD16KIbflFMudB7Ehaz4%3d


and served previous terms as well. He has also served as JAVA General Counsel. Other leadership positions 

that he has held include General Counsel and then Executive Director, National Japanese American Memorial 

Foundation; Governor, Japanese American National Museum; National Coordinator and chief strategist, 

National Japanese Heritage Coalition that created the legislative initiative authorizing the National Park 

Service's Japanese American Confinement Sites Program; Founder and current Treasurer, National Japanese 

American Political Action Committee; Co-Founder and first Co-Chair, Asian Pacific American Heritage 

Council that worked to establish the month of May as National Asian Pacific American Heritage Month; and 

President, Washington, DC Chapter, Japanese American Citizens League. 

Mr. Yamada is an attorney with over 20 years of federal service at the U.S. Department of Justice and the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. When he left government service, he had reached the highest level of 

the Senior Executive Service as EPA's Principal Deputy General Counsel for 13 years. He received two 

Presidential Meritorious Executive Awards from President Reagan and President Clinton. He also has 25 years 

of experience with Washington, DC law firms. Additionally, he taught at the George Washington University 

Law School and American University Law School and has written numerous articles for national publications 

on environmental and administrative law issues.  

Gerald was born at the Jerome War Relocation Authority Center, Arkansas. He served in the U.S. Army 

from 1969 to 1971, and he is a graduate of the George Washington University Law School and the University 

of California, Berkeley.   

HOWARD HIGH, JAVA Vice-President. Mr. High has served as JAVA Vice President since 2019. He 

also serves as the Chairman of the Membership Committee. As the V.P. and Membership Committee 

Chairman, he focuses on creating and continuing programs that are likely to enhance Association goals, 

particularly those designed to attract new members. 

Professionally, Mr. High currently serves with the U.S. Army CECOM G2 (Intelligence and Security) as 

the Command Security Inspector. Previously, Mr. High served in the U.S. Army both as an enlisted soldier and 

an officer. He graduated with honors from the Russian Basic Course at the Defense Language Institute in 

Monterrey, California, followed by the National Security Agency's (NSA) "Le Fox" Russian Extended Course. 

Having been awarded an ROTC Scholarship, he attended the University of California at Los Angeles, 

graduating with a bachelor's degree in Slavic Languages and Literature, specializing in Russian. He was 

commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in June 1981. 

Subsequently, he served as an intelligence and counterintelligence officer, including a tour as commander 

of a headquarters company in a military intelligence battalion. Selected as a Foreign Area Officer, he attended 

the University of Kansas, where he graduated with a master's degree in Russian and East European Studies. In 

1994, Mr. High transferred from active-duty service to the Individual Ready Reserve. 

Howard was born in Yokohama, Japan, to a Japanese mother and an American father and moved to the 

United States at age six. Growing up in Los Angeles, California, he was involved in many Japanese cultural 

and athletic organizations, strengthening his respect for and pride in his Japanese heritage. Most notably, he 

has attained 7th dan (black belt) in Shindo Jinen Ryu (karate), having studied in Japan Karate-Do Ryobu-Kai 

(JKR) since age 14. Mr. High is currently the Chairman of JKR International's Executive Council, providing 

leadership to promote and develop the art of Shindo Jinen Ryu worldwide. JKR maintains membership 

organizations on every continent except Antarctica. 

Additionally, Mr. High is the Founder and Chief Instructor of Jinmukai International, promoting traditional 

Japanese bujutsu, focusing on iaijutsu and kenjutsu. 

CAPTAIN MICHAEL KATAHARA, USN (Ret), JAVA Treasurer.  Michael Katahara is a third-

generation veteran of the U.S. Armed Services. His grandfather was a member of the 100th Battalion, 442nd 

Regimental Combat Team, and his father was a Navy submariner, serving aboard a diesel boat during the 

Vietnam war.  

Mike was born and raised in Mililani, Hawaii, and joined the Navy immediately after graduating from the 

University of Colorado, Boulder, with a B.S. in Electrical Engineering. As a career submariner, Mike served 



on four nuclear submarines in Pearl Harbor, HI, and Kings Bay, GA. His final sea tour was as Commanding 

Officer of the USS West Virginia (SSBN 736) Blue crew. Shore tours have taken him and his family to 

Laurel, MD, Groton, CT, Stuttgart, G.E., and Washington, DC, with the opportunity to obtain his M.S. in 

Electrical Engineering at Johns Hopkins University. 

Since retiring from the Navy, Mike has worked as a consulting engineer in Old Town Alexandria. 

MAJOR KAY AKIKO IZUMIHARA, USAR, JAVA Secretary. Ms. Izumihara is a native of Cerritos, 

California, and currently resides in Honolulu, Hawaii. She received her Bachelor of Arts from the University 

of California, Irvine. She then received her Master of Science from Columbia University, New York, with a 

Clinical License in Occupational Therapy. 

MAJ Izumihara has been in the U.S. Army Reserves (USAR) for over 16 years. She began her career as 

an enlisted member then transitioned to the officer corps about ten years ago. Her overseas tours include 

Guantanamo Bay, Iraq, and more recently, Africa and Italy. She is currently assigned to U.S. Indo-Pacific 

Command (USINDOPACOM) and performs her reserve duty at Camp Smith, Hawai'i. MAJ Izumihara 

recently started working as a civilian at U.S. Army Pacific headquarters as an executive assistant at Fort 

Shafter, Hawai'i. 

Following the Oath of Office, Yamada discussed upcoming JAVA events and initiatives, including co-

sponsorship of a Nisei Veterans Photography Exhibit featuring Shane Sato's images at the Japanese 

Information and Cultural Center, Washington, DC, opening June 9, 2022; the third Day of Affirmation 

Commemoration at the National World War II Memorial on July 15, 2022; and, an evening reception at the 

National Museum of the U.S. Army on July 16, 2022. 

Awards Presentation 

Yamada then presented awards to individuals whose outstanding contributions have ensured that the 

legacy of patriotism and inclusion of the 100th Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and Military 

Intelligence Service forged during World War II, endures.  

MG GARRETT S. YEE, U.S. Army, was presented with The Honor, Courage, Patriotism 

Award. MG Garrett Yee was recognized for his leadership during his deployments in support of Operation 

Iraqi Freedom (2006), Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan (2011-2012), and Operation Inherent 

Resolve in Kuwait (2014-2015), which epitomizes the legacy of the 100th Battalion, 442nd Regimental 

Combat Team, and Military Intelligence Service. JAVA is grateful for MG Yeeôs ardent support over many 

years. During his assignments to the war zone in the Middle East, General Yee sent situation updates and 

photos regularly for inclusion in the JAVA newsletter. His reports allowed JAVA members to gain a unique 

understanding of the war zone situation. Moreover, while stationed in D.C., he has actively participated in 

JAVA events such as the Veterans Day program at the National Japanese American WW II Memorial to 

Patriotism and the Memorial Day Ceremony at the Arlington Cemetery and has served as a keynote speaker.   

MR. JEFFREY H. MORITA was presented with the TERRY SHIMA Leadership Award. Mr. 

Jeffrey Morita, a resident of Honolulu, was recognized for performing 22 years of military service before 

retiring, then continuing to serve our nation in the Civil Service for an additional 20 years. Morita's dedication 

and leadership, especially his pro bono work researching and submitting applications for Ordre National de la 

Legion d'Honneur from the Government of France on behalf of Nisei veterans, epitomizes the legacy of the 

100th Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and Military Intelligence Service. Furthermore, as a 

member of the JAVA Research Team, Morita has conducted research to resolve complicated issues, such as 

identifying the actual names of Japanese nationals who served in the US Civil War under Anglicized aliases.   

 MS. ROSALYN TONAI was presented with the Veterans Advocate Award. Ms. Rosalyn Tonai, 

Executive Director of the National Japanese American Historical Society (NJAHS), was recognized for her 

efforts to preserve and share World War II Nisei history. Under her leadership, NJAHS has become an 

international source of information for the 100th/442nd Regimental Combat Team and the MIS. Her team has 

provided workshops in the San Francisco Bay Area, traveled to other states to teach educators about the 

Nikkei experience, and showcased the many contributions of WWII Japanese American veterans. 



Additionally, Ms. Tonai was instrumental in establishing and operating the Military Intelligence Service 

Historic Learning Center and Museum in Building 640 at the Presidio of San Francisco. Building 640, the 

original site of the language school for the MIS during WWII, now provides visitors with the untold story of 

the Japanese American Soldiers who secretly trained for the war against Japan.  

MR. DANIEL JAMES BROWN was presented with the JAVA Legacy Award. Mr. Daniel James 

Brown, the author of Facing the Mountain, A True Story of Japanese American Heroes in World War II, was 

recognized for his contribution in publicizing the heroism and loyalty of the Nisei of the 100th and 442nd. Mr. 

Brown is a renowned author; he was #1 on the New York Times list as author of the bestselling book, The 

Boys in the Boat.  

 JAVA extends a hearty congratulation to the elected officers and awardees. 
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CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL PRESENTATION CEREMONY TO THE CHINESE 

AMERICAN WORLD WAR II VETERANS by Ann Kabasawa and Clyde Sugimoto 




