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Flag Day Performing Arts 

Program starts Thursday night 
by Harry Stevens 

Tapuitea Staff 

The Fagatogo Pavilion is the 

venue for the first two nights of the 

Flag Day Performing Arts Program 

this week, before shifting to the 

KFC-Pizza Hut Malae in Tafuna on 

the weekend. 

This Thursday and Friday in 

Fagatogo, the Flag Day Performing 

Arts Program, a pre-Flag Day annual 

event hosted by the American Samoa 

Arts Council, will feature a variety 

of contemporary, Samoan cultural, 

Polynesian islands and international 

song and dance. 

Performances at KFC-Pizza Hut 

Malae this Saturday, April 16" will 

consist of a variety of song dance. 

This coming Sunday, April 17" will 

be all religious youth groups and 

church choirs. 

Mrs. Le’ala Pili, Executive 

Director of the Arts Council, says 39 

groups have been selected to perform 

this year in the Program and consists 

of dance groups, Church, youth 

and village groups and one 

elementary school. 

“The selection this year was quite 

difficult because the majority of the 

groups easily exceeded the criteria 

established by the selection 

committee,” said Le’ala. “I was quite 

impressed with the improvement in 

the art of music and dancing, 

especially our Samoan songs and 

dancees.” : 
The focus this year for the Flag 

Day Performing Arts Program is 

Samoan cultural songs and dances 

as part of the preparation for the 

2008 Pacific Festival of the Arts, 

which will be held here in American 

Samoa. 

“We’re going to host the Festival 

and we want to raise the standard of 

our performing groups leading up to 

the event that is three years away,” 
said Le’ala. 

“I am happy to invite the public 

to come celebrate with us and I wish 

to say thanks to the selection 

committee for their hard work, and 

KFC for the sponsorship.” 

  

  

Happy Sth Birthday, 
Feleti Barstow Public Library 

by Abe King 

’ Public Services Coordinator 

Feleti Barstow Public Library 

Feleti Barstow Public Library is celebrating its 5" anniversary this 
week just in time for National Library Week (April 11-16). Together, 
it’s a time to celebrate the contributions of libraries, librarians and 
library workers to their schools, campuses and communities. 

Whether its books and magazines, research databases and Internet 

access or Children’s Programs and the Pacific Collection, according 

to Mrs. Chery! Morales-Polotaivao, Territorial Librarian, the Feleti 

Barstow Public Library has something for everyone. 

“There’s an old Chinese saying -‘To read a book for the first time 

is to make an acquaintance with a new friend; to read it for a 

second time is to meet an old one’- that’s the spirit of the library,” 

said the Territorial Librarian. “So, if you’re an old friend or friends 

we've yet to be acquainted, National Library Week is a great time to 

see what’s new at your library, and to celebrate our 5" anniversary.” 

The celebration this week includes special ni ghts at Feleti Barstow 

Public Library. Tonight, Tuesday: Movie Night; Wednesday: Teen 

Lounge; Thursday: Flag Day PowerPoint Presentation by Dr. 

Daniel Aga; Friday: Tax Day. 

More info on back page 
  

  

IN MEMORIAM: WELCOME HOME, SSG IOASA TAVA’E JR. 
  

“SSG Ioasa 

Tava’e Jr. died 

doing what he 
believed in, and 
he died in pur- 
suit of freedom 

of the world. He 

will be sadly 

missed.” 

- Gov. Togiola 
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HISTORICAL 

NOTES 

On April 12, 1900, Governor 

Benjamin F. Tilley advised Tuimanu'a 
Elisara that he would be “under the 
authority of the United States”, even if 
he did not come to the flag raising 
ceremonies on April 17". 

On April 13, 1973, the “Massacre 

Bay” Historic Site at Aiasu, American 

Samoa, where 11 of French explorer 

Jean-Francois de La Perouse’s crew 

were killed on December 11, 1787, 

was entered on the National Register 

of Historic Places. 

On April 14, 1936, Captain Waldo 

Evans, American Samoa’s 13th naval 

governor (November 11, 1920-March — 

died of a cerebral Ae n922) 
hemorrhage in Des Moines, lowa. 

On April 15, 1914, American 

_Samoa’s ninth naval governor, 

i, 

Commander Clark Daniel Stearns, 

established a system of advisory 
boards and committees “to work closer 

with the Samoan people for mutual 

cooperation in the admin-istration of 

the government.” These committees, 

with Samoan members, were: 

“Committee A: Executive Committee, 

consisting of District Governors; 

Committee B: Committee of the 
Samoan Hospital, with three members 

from each district, and Committee C: — 

Auditing Committee, to give fullest 
publicity to the statement of 
government accounts.” 

On April 16, 1915, a temporary | 

branch dispensary was started in Ta’u, 

Manu’a, in a building owned by the 
Manu’a Cooperative Company. 

On April 17, 1900, the Deed of 

Cession, drafted by Secretary of 
Native Affairs Edwin W. Gurr, was 

signed by the following chiefs of © 
Tutuila, American Samoa: “Mauga of 
Pagopago; Leiato of Fagaitua; 
Faumuina of Aunuu; Pere [sic] of 
Laulii; Masani of Vatia; Tupuola of 

Fagasa; Soliai of Nuuuli; Mauga (2) of 
Pagopago: THE SUA AND THE | 
VAIFANUA [Eastern District]; FOFO © 
AND AITULAGI [Western District]; 
Tuitele of Leone; Faiivae of Leone; © 
Letuli of lliili; Fuimaono of Vailoa; 

Satele of Vailoa; Leoso of Leone; Olo 

of Leone; Namoa of Malaeola [sic]; 

Malota of Malaeloa; Tunaitaui [sic] of © 
Pavaiai; Lulemana [sic] of Asu [sic], 

and Amituanai of Ituau.” 

On April 18, 1970, the Apollo 13 — 
- spacecraft, containing astronauts — 
James A. Lovell, Jr., John L. Swigert, - 

4 (ot. and Fred W. Haise, Jr. splashed | : 

| down | in elise Samoan waters. 
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Roadwork: Phase 5 of Main Road to begin soon 
by Harry Stevens 

Tapuitea Staff 

Ground breaking for continued 

road reconstruction and drainage 
improvement on the Main Road 

(Route 1) took place last Friday in 

Avau, near Nu’uull. 

According to Director Taeaotui 

Punaofo Tilei of Public Works, 

Phase 5 of the ongoing project was 

first planned during Governor 

Tauese’s last administration, where 

they were going to construct only a 

seawall in Avau and the vicinity. 

However, with no funds at the time, 

according to Taeaotui, it was 

decided to continue the road 

construction because it had already 

begun in the Fagatogo area at the 

time. 

“The added plan for Phase 5 
included a new road and sidewalks 
with the design by the Army Corps 
of Engineers in Honolulu and $8 

million from Hurricane Val monies 

Fiti Tavai>, 26, joined 

nowadays. 

Already, Fiti is consolidating DPW networking 
stations to ensure inter department communication 

is smooth. 

“The first thing | noticed when | started was the 
volume of traffic DPW handles, too much info and 
too slow,” said Fiti. “So, | just want to help the 
department out by speeding up things a bit.’ 

“I'm so happy our department has a Infor-mation 

the DPW 

Administration/ Finance Department last month. He 
brings to the department information technology 
experience that is needed pretty much everywhere 

would be used for the project,” said 

the DPW Director. “Well, the lowest 

bid of $11 million was received from 

McConnell Dowell, and through 
some heart wrenching full-year of 
negotiations, we agreed on $10.7 
million. I want to thank Governor 

Togiola, the DPW engineers, and 
Mr. Mark Liersch and McConnell 
Dowell for all their help and 
persistence inmaking this project a 
reality.” 

Mr. Mark Liersch Project 

Manager of McConnell Dowell 
Construction A.S., Ltd., praised 

ASG, the DPW Director and his 

civil engineering staff, the Army 

Corps of Engineers for their 

dedication and efforts in bringing 
this project to where it is today. 

“It has taken almost 12 months 
of negotiations and discussions to 
come to the resolutions that we now 

have, and I thank you for working 
with us,” said Mr. Liersch. 

Governor Togiola also praised 

New faces at aut eee 

DPW and McConnell Dowell for 
their hard work in reaching an 
agreement to allow this project to 
be built. 

“It takes professionals to get 
together, look at the work and come 
out with a number that will allow 
us to continue the work,” said the 

Governor. This project was in 
jeopardy and came close to being 
cancelled because of lack of 
funding. So, through this 
collaborative effort we will drive on 
a much-needed, new and improved 

road for everyone.” 

Governor Togiola asked for the 
commuting public to please be 
patient for the next several months 
as there will be many delays when 
work begins on this project. 

The ceremony was also attended 
Rev. and Mrs. Falefiaoalii Fa’alolo 
of CCCAS Matu’u/Faganeanea, 
Speaker Matagi Ray McMoore, and 
various department directors, as well 
as the Nu’uuli Village Council. 

| New Faces compiled by Robert King, DPW 

Technology guy, now | don't have to worry about 
printing stuff any more,” said Filipo Nelisi. 

The long time employee constantly battles his computer to perform minor functions. 
Fiti's specialty lies in the area of troubleshooting an array of computer problems. The problems can be as simple setting 

printer defaults, or as complicated as configuring software applications. 
Ahem, er, uh, Fiti is employed at DPW. All other departments and agencies please kindly refrain from seeking free expert 

advice between 7:30am and 4pm, Monday to Friday. 

— 
cil 

  
Taualoa Ofagalilo>, 27, one of the new 

clerks/receptionist at DPW. Loa, as she is known 
at the department, worked in the private sector 

before joining DPW Finance/ Administrative 
sections. 

Loa is a great addition to the Admin team 

considering the number of employee DPW have. ‘| 
want to contribute as best as | can and learn as 
much as | can from the senior personnel.” Loa 
said.  


