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DIRECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR I964.

The Board sustained a severe loss in the death of one of the
Trustees, the late John Amputch M.B.E. after a long illness.
As the first Indian in Fiji to become Commissioner of Labours
John Amputch impressed all who knew him as an able administr-
ator and he was, moreover, a person of wide sympathies. He was
always friendly and helpful and both Museum staff and Trustees
will miss his quiet, constructtive advice which marked him as a
man of great character.

The usual difficulty was found in retaining young men with

"sufficient interest in museum work as a vocation, especially

in view of the low salary scales which do not attract applic-
ants with suitable academic qualifications. The increasing
professional activities of the Museum impose greater demands

on local staff who cannot be expected to meet these demands
without a long period of staff training. Negotiations with the
Art Galleries and Museums' Association of New Zealand indicate
that they are interested in trying to help in this matter and
it might be possible to arrange for a short period of training
in New Zealand for a suitable person. During 1964 Pauliasi
Ledua was taken on as a trainee and he has made promising pro-
gress under a limited staff training scheme, which, by the very
nature of the Museum's staffing position and operations,must be
less than satisfactory. It is hoped that in the near future,the
trainees will have their course widened to include librarian-
ship and bookbinding as the Museum's reference library is under—
going considerable expansion.

Ponipate Talei,Senior Attendant, has now completed thirty four
Yyears off service in the Museums his knowledge off the exhibits
always surprises visiting anthropologistss he knows the date of
acquisition and circumstances surrounding most of the items on
display. Ponipate's knowledge and appreciation of Fijian customs
is invaluable and ensures the success of much of the field work
being undertaken.

Attendance figures have increased from 29,000 in I963 to just on
70,000 in I964, although the latter figure was partly inflated by
the Methodist Inauguration Week when over I0,000 visitors passed
through the Museum. School and club parties were again regular
visitorsy talks and lessons were given in many cases but the new
Children's Corner was not used fully because it was needed to
relieve the critical shortage of storage space in the rest of the
Museum. Tourists formed a good proportion of all visitors and they
seemed to find plenty to interest them in the exhibits. Many over-
seas visitors did, however, suggest that there be some sort of
refreskment service as in many museums elsewhere, because they did
find the walk from town enervating in hot weather.







