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& DITORIAL 

"The New York Times" on Let There Be Peace 

"Tn one week the face of the Middle East 
has permanently changed. The task of 

israel, the Arab nations, the great pow- 
ers, and the United Nations is now to 
create a more stable and just future for 

the region and to turn an armed truce 

into something approaching a lasting 

peace, 

This latest war was the result of the mis- 

takes of the past. Both the World Wars 

has undone previously existing situations 

in the Middle East. When World War II 

ended, a Jewish state was ready to be 
born. It fought for its existence and it 
has now fought two more wars--in 1956 and 
this year--to stay alive. In the process, 
nearly a million Palestinian Arabs were 
dispossessed. To these Palestinians, 
this was an act of injustice which the 
Israelis never truly sought to rectify. 
The existence of the Palestinian refugees 

was a growing source of danger and 

reproach, 

However, Arabs, Egyptians, and other 
Moslems were meanwhile making a much 

greater error. This was their refusal to 
accept the existence of Israel and to 

come to terms diplomatically and commerci- 
ally with the new nation. Thus a perman- 
ent state of hostility was created. Once 

President Nasser proclaimed the closing 

of the Strait of Tiran leading into the 

Gulf of Aqaba, war became a certainty 
since the Israelis felt that their sur- 
vival was jeopardized. Nasser's error 
was compounded by all the other Arab and 

Moslem states who joined him, and also 
by the Soviet Union, which foolishly 

gave him encouragement. 

Israel has now won a great victory with 
skill and bravery, but she is still 
"payed about with many enemies"--in fact, 
these enemies will hate her with all the 
more intensity after the humiliating 

defeats they have suffered. Military 

victory will be no solution in the Middle 

East any more than the military victory 
the United States is seeking in Vietnam 
would be in Southeast Asia. 

It is what happens from now on that counts. 

In their bitterness, Arabs may still hold 
out a long time before accepting the 

A 

permanent existence of Israel. ZBut the 

Jordanians and the Syrians should now 
recognize the folly of their guerrilla 
raids and President Nasser must appre- 

ciate that his shaky claim to continued 

leadership in Egypt can be solidified 
only by improving the lot of his people 
and not by maintaining the "state of war" 
with Israel. 

Israel, on her part, muse be prepared to 

help the Palestinian refugees and, with 

foreign aid, bring about their absorbtion 
into the economy and politics of their 
region. The Arab nations themselves 
would, of course, have to do much more 
to help the Palestinians than in the past. 

A cease fire, and especially the precari- 
ous cease fire between Syria and Israel, 
is nothing more than what it says. Peace 
can be simply the absence of war. Without 
a settlement of the issues that caused 

this conflict, Israel will have gained 
only another breathing spell, and the 

Middle East will remain an area of ferment 

and danger. 

Israel has written an extraordinary 
chapter in the art of war. Making a just 
and workable peace may prove an even 

greater challenge. For the Arabs and 
Egyptians this task could be still more 
formidable than for the Israelis, but 
they must join in, since without Arab 
cooperation, there will never be peace in 
that ancient region which by Moslems as 

well as Jews and Christians is called the 

Holy Land.” 

COVER: ‘This Pagan landscape forms a 
serene backdrop for Peace Corps 

Volunteers working on this 

Northern Marianas Island 
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