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12-4-63

STATEMENT BY SENATOR DANIEL.K INOUYE FOLLOWING 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL OF THE SAND ISLAND LAND BILL 
BY THE SENATE INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

[handwritten on the top left of the document, "Hawaii__"]

 I AM EXTREMELY HEARTENED BY THE ACTION OF THE SENATE 

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE ON THIS LAND 

LEGISLATION WHICH MEANS SO MUCH TO THE STATE OF HAWAII.

 THE FACT THAT THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE DISSENTING NOTE 

CAST BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ONLY REAFFIRMS MY CONVIC­

TION THAT THE COURSE OF. ACTION CHARTED BY GOVERNOR JOHN 

A. BURNS AND MEMBERS OF THE DEMOCRATIC DELEGATION IN W 

WASHINGTON IS THE ONLY RIGHT ONE. UNANIMOUS APPROVAL 

OF THIS BILL BY THE SENATE INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE, COUPLED WITH SIMILAR ACTION A FEW DAYS AGO BY 

THE HOUSE INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, MEAN 

WE CAN LOOK FOR FAVORABLE FLOOR ACTION IN BOTH THE HOUSE 

AND SENATE.

I THINK I CAN SPEAK OPTIMISTICALLY BECAUSE I BELIEVE 

THAT UNANIMOUS APPROVAL BY BOTH THE HOUSE AND SENATE 

COMMITTEES CLEARLY INDICATES THAT OUR ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF 

OF THIS LEGISLATION ARE REASONABLE AND COMPELLING ONES.

I DO HOPE THAT WE CAN ACHIEVE QUICK PASSAGE OF THIS VITAL 

LEGISLATION BEFORE CONSIDERATION IS GIVEN TO OTHER BILLS 

WHICH WOULD PERMIT THE STATE TO GO INTO COURT AGAINST THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN LAND DISPUTES. CONSIDERATION OF SUCH 

LEGISLATION AT THIS TIME WOULD ONLY SERVE TO MUDDY THE WATERS 

WHICH ARE NOW VIRTUALLY CRYSTAL CLEAR.



4 December 1963

[handwritten on top left of document, "Hawaii degrs Surplus Land"]

THIS IS SENATOR DAN INOUYE. THE HAWAII LAND

BILL—ALSO KNOWN AS THE SAND ISLAND BILL—PASSED THE

SENATE TODAY. IT CALLS FOR THE RETURN OF ACRES

OF SURPLUS LAND BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO THE

STATE OF HAWAII

IT ALSO LIFTS THE AUGUST TWENTY ONE DEADLINE 

NEXT YEAR WHICH WAS SET BY THE 1959 HAWAII STATEHOOD  

ACT FOR A REVIEW OF ALL LAND PARCELS CEDED TO THE

UNITED STATES AT THE TIME OF ANNEXATION WITH A VIEW 

TO DETERMINING WHETHER THEY ARE SURPLUS. THE BILL 

PROVIDES FOR CONTINUOUS REVIEW IN PERPETUITY FOR THE

PURPOSE OF MAKING SUCH DETERMINATIONS, THUS LIFTING 

THE STATEHOOD ACT DEADLINE.

A COMPANION BILL IS NOW AWAITING HOUSE ACTION 

SOON.

THE SENATE ACTION TODAY AUGURS WELL FOR THE 

ECONOMIC FUTURE OF HAWAII. I KNOW THAT I SPEAK FOR 

GOVERNOR BURNS AND CONGRESSMEN GILL AND MATSUNAGA 

WHEN I SAY WE ARE DEEPLY INDEBTED TO MANY FRIENDS 

IN THE EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 

WHO HAVE HELPED TO MOVE THIS BILL SO FAR AND SO FAST.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SAND ISLAND CAN’T HELP BUT BRING

GREATER ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES TO OUR STATE OF HAWAII.


