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JAMES V. HANSEN, CHAIRMAN

2 U.S. House of Representatives

Committee on Regources
Washington, BE 20515

February 5, 2002

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie

U.S. House of Representatives

1502 Longwerth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Neil:

Thank for you letting me know of your interest in holding a Subcommittee on Fisheries
Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans field hearing in Hawaii to investigate matters related to
invasive species. The Subcommittee has held several hearings over the last few years on
invasive species issues including a 2001 field hearing on the Eastern Shore of Maryland
regarding the invasion of that area by nutria, a South American rodent that destroys important
marsh habitat. However, the Subcommittee has not specifically looked at invasive issues as they
relate to island ecosystems Given the other scheduling requirements of the Subcommittee and
the House, I will make every effort to conduct a hearing in your district this year.

Again, thank you for letting me know of your interest in holding a field hearing in Hawaii, and of

your concerns about invasive species. I look forward to working with you on this and other
issues before the Subcommittee.

With best wishes,

M P / Wayne T. Gilchrest
{ /L& W 3 Chairman, Subcommittee on Fisheries

Wé/ Conservation, Wildlife & Oceans
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