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. .A MUI COUNTY VETERANS CO UNCIL

WHEN THOSE OF US WHO SERVED WITH OUR ARMED FORCES 

- IN WORLD WAR II RETURNED TO OUR SHORES, WE WERE TREATED 

WITH BANQUETS AND PARADES. WE WERE TREATED TO SEVERAL 
... ’ .

I WEEKS OF FEASTS, LUAUS, PICNICS, AND PARTIES. WE WERE 

GIVEN A GENUINE HERO'S WELCOME. EDITORIALS WERE WRITTEN 

AND GRAND SPEECHES WERE MADE. POLITICIANS FOUGHT TO 

HAVE THEIR PICTURES TAKEN WITH US. A FEW MONTHS LATER 

WHEN OUR BROTHERS WHO DIED OVERSEAS BEGAN TO RETURN TO 

HAWAII FROM EUROPE, THE SAME REWARDING EXPERIENCE WAS 

REPEATED. I RECALL THAT WHEN THE FIRST CASKET ARRIVED, 

IT WAS ACCORDED FULL MILITARY HONORS WITH THE GOVERNOR 

OF HAWAII SERVING AS AN HONORARY PALLBEARER.



- 2 -

THE CORTEGE MARCHED FROM ALOHA TOWER TO IOLANI PALACE. 

IT SEEMED THAT THE WHOLE CITY TURNED OUT FOR THIS 

HERO'S RETURN.

I AM AWARE THAT IN SHARP CONTRAST, WHEN THE 

HEROES OF VIETNAM RETURNED, THERE WERE NO PARADES, 

NO GRAND SPEECHES, NO LUAUS. IT SEEMED AS THOUGH SOME 

MEN AND WOMEN WERE.BEING PERMITTED TO "SNEAK IN" 

DURING THE EVENING HOURS. ALTHOUGH WE NOW KNOW THAT 

THOSE GALLANT MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED IN VIETNAM 
/

WERE JUST AS MUCH VICTIMS OF THAT HORRIBLE WAR AS

WERE THE COUNTLESS VIETNAMESE DEAD (AND SOME OF OUR 

GALLANT AMERICANS STILL LAY IN UNMARKED GRAVES IN

THE FIELDS AND VALLEYS OF THAT SAD LAND),



- 3 ■-

DURING THE DAYS FOLLOWING OUR WITHDRAWAL IT WAS 

EASY FOR SOME OF OUR CITIZENS TO MAKE THE VIETNAM 

WAR VETERANS THE SCAPEGOATS FOR OUR NATION'S 

MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM.

I COME HERE THIS MORNING TO OBSERVE THIS 

MEMORIAL DAY WITH YOU TO REMEMBER ‘

THE SACRIFICES OF THOSE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED 

IN VIETNAM AND ARE NO LONGER WITH US - THOSE WHO 

ANSWERED THE CALL, SOME ADMITTEDLY RELUCTANTLY, 

BUT NEVERTHELESS, THOSE WHO ANSWERED THE CALL AND 

WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.



IT WAS EASY FOR US — THE WORLD WAR II SOLDIERS 

TO ENTER INTO BATTLE. THERE WAS AN ALMOST UNANIMOUS 

CONSENSUS ACROSS OUR NATION OF THE IDENTITY OF THE 

ENEMY.- THE IMPORTANCE TO OUR NATIONAL INTEREST AND 

WELFARE WAS CLEARLY ARTICULATED. AS A NATION, WE 

WERE CONVINCED THAT WE WERE PROTECTING OUR SOIL FROM 

THE INVADING HORDES OF NAZIS AND JAPANESE.

THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE VIETNAM WAR VETERANS WAS 

A DIFFERENT AND MORE DIFFICULT ONE. IN MY MIND, THEY 

ARE THE REAL HEROES. THERE MAY HAVE BEEN TIMES 

WHEN THESE WAR VETERANS FELT FORESAKEN AND

BETRAYED.
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AND THERE CAN BE NO QUESTION THAT THERE WAS 

AMPLE CAUSE FOR THAT FEELING. THE CONGRESS OF 

THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN RESPONSIVE 

TO THE PLEAS OF THE VIETNAM WAR VETERAN. THE 

CONGRESS HAS, AT TIMES, PROVIDED THEM WITH SUB­

STANTIALLY LESS THAN WHAT IT PROVIDED FOR VETERANS 

OF WORLD WAR II. EVEN TODAY, THE CONGRESS HAS NOT 

REALLY RESPONDED TO SOME OF THEIR UNIQUE AND 

CURRENT'NEEDS. 
/

I COME HERE THIS MORNING TO ASSURE THE 

VIETNAM WAR VETERANS THAT THERE ARE MANY, HOWEVER,

WHO REMEMBER THEM, AND WHO ADMIRE THEM.
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THEY ARE NOT FORGOTTEN. LIKE THE VETERAN OF 
- J

WORLD WAR I, IT MAY TAKE SOME TIME BEFORE THE 

CONGRESS AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ACCORD THE VIETNAM 

WAR VETERANS THE PROPER RECOGNITION AND OUR 

APPROPRIATE GRATITUDE. BUT I AM CERTAIN THAT 

THE TIME WILL EVENTUALLY COME. .

AT THIS MEMORIAL SERVICE, LET US JOIN

TOGETHER IN AN EFFORT TO ASSURE THAT THOSE WHO:

SERVED US- IN VIETNAM WILL NOT HAVE MADE THEIR SACRIFICES 

IN VAIN. LET US REMEMBER THEIR SACRIFICES, THEIR PAIN 

AND SUFFERING;

LET US REMEMBER THE UNSPEAKABLE HORROR OF THAT WAR;



.. -7-

LET US REMEMBER THE TRAGIC ERRORS WE COMMITTED;

AND LET US REMEMBER SO THAT WE WILL NEVER AGAIN BE 

INVOLVED IN ANOTHER VIETNAM.

BY REMEMBERING, WE WILL ASSURE THOSE WHO SERVED

US IN VIETNAM THAT THEIR SACRIFICES WERE NOT MADE IN VAIN.

m
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