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PIONEER ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS OF HONOLULU

by CHARLES E. PETERSON, F.A.I.A.

In its first half century Honolulu did not have enough architectural prob-
lems to support a specialist in residence. Indeed, few cities in the United
States could claim a professional "architect" as we now use the term.1 Build-
ings of that day were smaller and simpler and for the most part could be
designed by the mechanics that handled the tools. The great majority were of
one prevailing style, their decoration simple, their mechanical features negli-
gible. Few owners wanted their buildings to be "different," and most were
satisfied with a near-copy of something already built in the neighborhood.

It is true that in primitive Hawaiian days there had been the poe kuhikuhi
pu'uone who designed buildings.2 The word has been translated as "architect,"
but the activities of these individuals included much more than providing
shelter. They were, according to Kamakau, diviners:

. . . They were able to find things hidden away from the eyes of men;
they could locate water in places where water had not been found.
They knew the land boundaries from Hawaii to Kauai, the running of
the affairs of government, how to handle people, the location and
building of houses, and whether one would live or die; they resembled
the kaula (seers), but there were few such persons in the old days and
there are none today?

Fortunately for these versatile fellows, the Hawaiian building problems were
quite simple. The temple structures—except for their dry masonry platforms4

—were built much like the common dwelling house which any man could put
up for himself. There were specialists in the framing of houses and others
expert in finishing the thatching of corners and ridge pole, as William Ellis
noted, "yet, in general, every man erects his own house."5

Great indoor assemblies of people were not in the Hawaiian tradition,
and large buildings were unknown. It was not until the introduction of
Christianity by the Congregationalists of New England that the grass-house
designer was faced with the problem of building an auditorium. Governor
Boki, as director of public works on Oahu, together with the Christian chiefs,
Kalanimoku and Kaahumanu, and the young king, Kauikeaouli, supervised
the construction of the great grass churches—one of them 196 feet by 73—
incorporating into them such foreign features as pulpit windows, wide wooden
doors, and astral lamps. Boki also put up in 1829 the royal residence called
Hale Uluhe, remarkable for its size and workmanship. It was his greatest



achievement as a builder and the climax of the grass-house in Honolulu.
Immediately after its completion he disappeared on an ill-fated expedition to
the New Hebrides. Whether or not Boki's visit to England in 1824 had any
effect on his construction work is not known.

The influence of immigrant Europeans was felt at an early date. The two
English sailors, John Young and Isaac Davis, marooned on the Island of
Hawaii in 1790 became favorites of Kamehameha and spent the remainder
of their lives in his kingdom. They built the first foreign-style masonry build-
ings and may be considered, in a sense, the first architects of the civilized era.6

They may have had help from the carpenters of visiting ships. Escaped con-
victs, also English, built the brick palace at Lahaina in 1798;7 they complete
the list of known eighteenth century builders in the Islands. No views of any
of these buildings are available today, but it may be assumed that they resem-
bled the small houses of the English countryside as best they could be recalled.
Young's best known construction was the stone fort at Pakaka Point covering
the entrance to Honolulu Harbor and put up during the Russian scare of 1816.

Francisco de Paula Marin, a native of Andalusia, was probably the first
foreign builder to live in Honolulu. He was exceptionally versatile and had
somewhere learned the art of laying up masonry, of burning lime and of
making roof tile. His two-story, whitewashed Spanish house—already built
by 1811 and used as a hotel—was one of the landmarks of the early water-
front. Few substantial buildings were allowed in Honolulu at that period and
the only other one put up by Marin was a stone storehouse erected for Kame-
hameha in the winter of 1809-10. Marin, who died in 1837, was best known
for his horticultural work in bringing new and valuable plants to the islands.8

Construction by Americans began with the frame houses of the traders on
the waterfront and was continued in those of the missionaries. The frames
were more or less prefabricated by unnamed carpenters, working in New
England port towns.9 The Honolulu workmen who erected them and trimmed
them out undoubtedly had a hand in the finished effect. Edward Jackson,
who did most of the work on the Marshall & Wildes frame house in 1819,
probably handled more of this work than any one else.1 °

William Paty, contractor for the Oahu Charity School in 1832, was also
its designer.11 This civic monument had a stone tower with a small belfry
and in pictures looks as if it might have been copied from some small English
or American example. Captain Isaac L. Hart, "house builder,"12 native of
New Bedford, Massachusetts,13 is said to have been the designer as well as
builder of Captain John Dominis' fine Greek Revival house called "Wash-
ington Place," put up in 1847-48.14
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Amateurs also designed some of the early buildings. Plans for the Ka-
waiahao stone church, one of the most important monuments of the Mon-
archy, were drawn by the Reverend Hiram Bingham,. who is better known
as the spiritual leader of its congregation. Bingham had had no education in
architecture. His first twenty-one years were spent on his father's farm, after
which he prepared himself for the ministry. At an early age, however, it was
said of him that "... he has an aptitude of genius for any of the mechanic
arts, & would be, if circumstances permitted, an adept in any of them to
which he should turn his attention."15

Bingham drew several plans for stone churches including two as early as
1825.16 The Kawaiahao project was finally got under way in the middle
thirties. It was an immense undertaking for those times and no precedent in
the Islands was available for guidance. For the design Bingham evidently
drew upon his memory or pictures of meeting houses in Vermont or Con-
necticut.17 Perhaps he was thinking of Center Church in New Haven which
was new when Bingham left for the Pacific. A critical visitor at Kawaiahao
long ago wrote: "... I should have altered some particulars in the model, but
it is interesting as it now is, as showing its paternity. The New Englander
will at once recognize its origin.. Z'18

Bingham's drawings, which have fortunately been preserved, are crudely
drawn in pencil and give no indication that he had consulted a builders'
guide such as those generally used in the United States at that time.19 The
only exterior decorations were the great columns at the entrance, and they do
not have the academic "correctness" that could have been expected from a
diligent student of classical architecture following the published formulas.20

Amos Starr Cooke, another missionary, was in the same way the archi-
tect of his building, the Chiefs' Children's School. His scheme (1839) for
a one-story adobe building around a patio seems to have been a conscious
imitation of the haciendas of California, and was well adapted to the climate
and native building materials of Honolulu.21

For the framing of Kawaiahao's great roof, Bingham's drawings were
supplemented with a separate sheet by Dr. Gerrit P. Judd, the mission doc-
tor, who took an active part in the project. The seventy-foot roof span over
the heads of three thousand persons was a serious problem in structural
design for an amateur.22 Although some difficulty was met in its erection,
the original framing served for many years.

Dr. Judd had a hand in the construction of Punahou College early in
184123 and soon afterwards went into the service of the Hawaiian govern-
ment. In his capacity as Minister of the Interior and Minister of Finance he



had an important influence in the public works of the day, especially in the
period 1842-49. The Privy Council Records show that he was connected
with the construction of the Market House, the first Custom House and its
wharf, new offices at the Palace and the prison at the Fort,24 and was assisted
by a native named Iona Piikoi as field superintendent. Dr. Judd's building
transactions, which seem to have become complicated with other activities
in which he engaged, were ended by his leaving in 1849 on a year's diplo-
matic mission abroad. He was, however, active again in the project for build-
ing the Fort Street Church proposed the following year.25

As the Hawaiian government became more specialized a "Bureau of In-
ternal Improvements" was set up in 1846,26 and the position of Superin-
tendent of Public Works was established in 1851.27 The latter place was first
held by Theophilus Metcalf, a New Yorker who appeared in Honolulu first
as a "daguerrean artist" and then as a land surveyor. His plan for the Nuuanu
waterworks perhaps secured the position for him, which he held until 1855.2S

The Bureau built the stone courthouse still standing on Queen Street from
plans by William Brandon of Boston, who was, at the time, supervising the
construction of the new waterworks.29

R. A. S. Wood, a carpenter and cabinet maker, succeeded Metcalf as super-
intendent.30 He was credited, along with C. H. Lewers, for the design of
Fort Street church (1856)31 and Oahu Prison (1856-7) at Iwilei on the west
side of the Harbor "modeled after the Charlestown Prison near Boston."32

None of the early designs executed by this bureau was very notable except
that of a new type of bridge at Hilo, which collapsed disastrously soon after
completion.33

The first professional architect in Honolulu was the German Theodore
C. Heuck, who arrived on the British brigantine Cheerful January 20, 1850,
after a long voyage from Australia.34 Heuck was only twenty years old, but
he had been trained in Hamburg as an architect and engineer.35 His first
advertisement appears in the Polynesian for August 17, 1850:

To Builders.—The undersigned, Architect and Designer, having taken
rooms opposite the French Hotel, offers his services to the people of
Honolulu and respectfully solicits their patronage. Plans for stores,
dwelling houses or public buildings, also artificial designs furnished
with despatch and on moderate terms.

Theo Heuck
Honolulu, August 15,1850

Heuck did not find Honolulu ready for an architect, and within a year he
went into partnership with Hermann von Holt, a fellow German, to found
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a prosperous business as "General Commission Merchants."30

It was ten years before Heuck's first important building was put up in
Honolulu. This was the Queen's Hospital, erected at the foot of Punchbowl
in I860—a two-story stone building with a portico across the front. It was
well received. The Friend called it "very imposing and handsome... highly
creditable to the taste of the architect."37

The hospital seems to have established Heuck's reputation, for in the
next few years he designed a number of notable buildings. In 1861 Castle
and Cooke built a large fireproof store of coral and brick from his plans com-
bining "elegance with solidity and comfort."38 A note from the Bishop of
Honolulu about 1863 thanks Heuck for preparing two plans for an Episcopal
Cathedral, and the Bishop seemed pleased with them, although they were not
used. Another note preserved among Heuck's letters shows that he made a
ground plan of a palace for Kamehameha IV and Queen Emma which was
never carried out.39 In 1863 he was one of the chief promoters of new public
assembly rooms, financed by a general subscription and called Honolulu Hall.
This was a stone building on the west corner of King and Nuuanu Streets.
Messrs. J. Robinson & Co. occupied the street floor. Upstairs was the hall
itself, large in size with a high ceiling and balcony for an orchestra, "well
ventilated and splendidly lighted... an ornament to the city... a source of
just pride to its owners, a credit to its architect.. ."40

While serving in the Hawaiian Legislature in 1864-7, Heuck designed
the Royal Mausoleum and supervised its construction in Nuuanu Valley back
of the city—a small steep-roofed building in the Gothic Revival style.41 Re-
pairs and additions to the Prison, the Custom House and the Queen's Hos-
pital were handled by him about the same time,42 and in 1866 he furnished
Governor Dominis a plan and elevation for Iolani Barracks, a romantic
betowered building of coral rock in the Victorian military style.43

Heuck led a busy and useful life in Honolulu. In addition to his com-
mission business, which sometimes took him to Europe, he was very active
in civic affairs. While a legislator he served on committees for the govern-
ment hotel (built 1871-2),44 the Sanitary, Commerce, and Agriculture and
the Government Lands & Internal Improvements committees. He was also
a member of the Board of Trustees of Queen's Hospital and Secretary of the
Board of Health in 1865. He furthermore served as Consul for the King-
dom of Prussia, for the North German Confederation, and for Denmark
and was very active in the affairs of the small German colony in Honolulu.
When he left Honolulu for Germany in 1874, he was given a special
audience with the King, who conferred on him knighthood of the Order of
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Kamehameha I.45 On September 28 he sailed, never to return.46 Three years
later he died in Hamburg.47

After 1850, perhaps stimulated by Heuck's professional presence and
certainly by the California Gold Rush, the local builders began to advertise
the service of preparing plans. Charles W. Vincent, a carpenter, contractor,
and dealer in lumber, hardware, paints, and other builder's supplies, who
had been active in Honolulu for several years, now advertised architectural
services in the Weekly Argus:

...persons can have their PLANS DRAWN and building furnished
throughout without trouble to themselves, if desired, and on the most
reasonable terms.. .48

Vincent, a native of New York, was active in amateur theatricals and prob-
ably remodelled the Thespian Theater in 1847-8.49 He is known to have
built the Honolulu Market House in 1850,50 the Sailor's Home in 1855,51

and the Methodist parsonage in 1857.52 In his residence of two decades, he
doubtless put up many others. Nothing is known of his ability as a de-
signer.53 Even his end is obscure; we have only a mysterious newspaper item
mentioning that he died by violence in Lower California about 1865.54

Two builders advertise architectural plans in the Polynesian for 1854—
S. Johnson, "House Carpenter" and Christopher H. Lewers "House Carpenter
and Joiner."55 Little is known about Johnson,56 but Lewers was the founder
of the great modern firm of Lewers & Cooke, Ltd. As a young man he came
from Dublin, Ireland, and arrived in Honolulu about 1850 in search of a
younger brother who had disappeared at sea. His beginnings in business
date from the achievement of a corner on the local market in white pine,
which all builders needed to make doors, window sash, and blinds. His firm
was awarded contracts for a number of well known buildings, including the
Fort Street Church (1856), the extension to the Royal School (1859), Queen's
Hospital (1860) and the Royal Hawaiian Hotel (1871.) As an architectural
designer, Lewers' career remains obscure.57 He died at Honolulu in 1876
after more than twenty-five years' residence.58

Three other architects are known only from the newspapers of the times.
One, Benjamin Carman, arrived on October 19, 1854, from San Francisco on
the ship Restless59 and the following March advertised himself in the
Polynesian as an "Architect and Builder" ready to draw up plans and specifi-
cations and superintend the construction of buildings.60 Nothing is known
of his work.61 Another obscure personage was Daniel Sullivan, advertising
in the Polynesian shortly afterwards. Although Sullivan declared that he
would follow "established principles of taste, calculated to secure convenience
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and beauty," it is not known that he did any work in Honolulu.02 The archi-
tect of the Sailor's Home, built in 1855, was a "Mr. Harding"—otherwise
unidentified.63

Kamehameha IV and his queen admired things English, and it is hardly
surprising that architectural plans for their project of an Anglican Church
were drawn in England. Before this structure could be started, the King
died on St. Andrew's Day—November 30, 1863—which circumstance pro-
vided the name "Memorial Church and Cathedral of St. Andrew." Plans, in
the Anglican Gothic Revival style drawn by Messrs. Slater and Carpenter of
London64 and brought back from there by Queen Emma in 1866,65 were
very ambitious and have never been completely carried out.

The name of J. G. Osborne turns up in the Honolulu local news of 1866.
Osborne, a Yorkshireman,66 began experiments with the making of bricks
locally67 and for a time seemed to be making progress. Later in the year he
planned and built the new building for Janion, Green & Co. on Kaahumanu
Street with his own brick, proving himself to the Gazette "a thorough me-
chanic and architect,"68 and to the Daily Hawaiian Herald "a mechanic of
judgment and taste."69 In his advertisements he called himself a "Mason,
Builder and Contractor" and advised that he had 200,000 brick for sale.70

Osborne built the Bonded Warehouse "a costly coral stone structure" for
the Government in 186771 and in the following year "a fine building of
mixed stone and brick" for the importer Godfrey Rhodes on the east side
of Kaahumanu Street from his own plans.72 Osborne is mentioned again in
1869 in connection with an addition to Castle & Cooke's store.73 But the
most important buildings designed by Osborne were built in the following
years—the Post Office (1870-71)74 and the first Royal Hawaiian Hotel
(1871-72).75 All three of these were constructed of concrete blocks, an
unusual material for the times.76 After completing the Dillingham & Co.
building in 187277 he disappeared from the local scene.

Osborne seems most notable for his pioneering in concrete block con-
struction, brick making, and the use of corrugated iron roofing in Honolulu.
Getting contracts for some of the largest projects of that time, he was evi-
dently a capable builder. His known works display individual character and
indicate real competence as a designer.

In 1871 his Majesty Kamehameha V thought he was ready to replace
Kekuanaoa's old Iolani Palace. A building of considerable magnitude was
desired; it was decided to go outside of Honolulu for the design. The Super-
intendent of Public Works, Robert Stirling, wrote to the Hawaiian Consul
in Sydney, Australia, as follows:
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Top — The fourth grass
church at Kawaiahao, built
under the supervision of
chiefs and missionaries, was
196 feet long and seated
more than four thousand
persons.

Left—Oahu Charity School,
built in 1832 by William
Paty, suggests with its stone
tower and small belfry
either an American or an
English model.



T1^—Architect Theodore C. Heuck's first important building in Honolulu was Queen's
Hospital, erected in I860. This two-story stone building with a portico was called "very
imposing and handsome."

Center—While serving in the Hawaiian Legislature in 1864-67, Heuck designed the Royal
Mausoleum and supervised its construction in Nuuanu Valley.
Bottom—Plans for Iolani Barracks, "a romantic, betowered building of coral rock in the
Victorian military style," were drawn by Heuck in 1866.



Top — For the Hawaiian
Hotel (not called Royal
until about 1900) J. G.
Osborne was the architect
and Lewers and Cooke the
contractors. It was completed
in 1872.

Left — To build Lunalilo
H o m e for the aged, "a large
rambling stone building" de-
signed by Charles J. Wal l ,
Robert Lishman was named
"Superintending Architect."

Lower Left — One of the
public buildings designed by
J. G. Osborne, the coral-
block post office, still stands
on Merchant Street.



Top—The two-story brick Music Hall, one of several buildings designed by C. J. Wall, was
"decorated with pilasters and crowned with a cupola."

Bottom—The "spectacular wooden mansion," Hale Keoua on Emma Street, was the home of
Princess Ruth Keelikolani. Charles J. Hardy, a Chicagoan, designed it.



Top—The government's "Bureau of Internal Improvements" under its superintendent,
Theophilus Metcalf, "daguerrean artist" and surveyor, built the stone courthouse on Queen
Street from plans by William Brandon of Boston.

Bottom—Oahu Prison at Iwilei was "modeled after the Charlestown Prison near Boston."
R. A. S. Wood and C. H. Lewers designed it.



// is the intention of this Govt. to build a Royal Palace... but as we
have no architect here, capable of designing such a building, and as
architects in Northern Countries would not be likely to have a proper
appreciation of the nature of the climate of these Islands and its
requirements, it has appeared to his excellency, that in Sydney, where
the summer climate is very similar to ours, an architect might be
found more likely to be able to design an appropriate building?*

Two Sydney architects—G. Allen Mansfield and Thomas Rowe—promptly
prepared plans, which were shipped to Honolulu. One of Rowe's two
schemes was selected but the King lost out. Remarkably enough, the
floor plans were modified by the Public Works Department and built
as a courthouse and office building although the design was intended
for a royal residence. This structure, first called the "Ali'iolani Hale" is known
today as the Judiciary Building. Handsome and quite English in character,
it still stands on King Street, facing the second Iolani Palace built by Kala-
kaua a decade later.

Robert Lishman, "Architect and Builder," was connected with the con-
struction of the Judiciary Building. An Englishman, he came to Honolulu
by way of Sydney in 1871, or just before the building was started.79 He is
said to have been invited by Stirling, and may have been named by Rowe
himself to interpret the plans during construction. Lishman's part seems to
have been that of superintendent of construction.80 In 1874 just after Kala-
kaua's election, Lishman prepared sketches for a new Palace but these were
never used.81 The only executed design with which Lishman is credited is
that for the Gothic Revival Tomb of King Lunalilo still standing in Kawaia-
hao church yard.82 His thirty-one years in Honolulu, however, seem to have
been busy ones. He held the positions of Superintendent of Public Works
and Superintendent of the Water Works.83 He was also engaged in quarry-
ing stone and dairying. Lishman was named as "Superintending Architect"
for the Lunalilo Home for the aged (cornerstone 1881),84 "Chief Builder"
for the Central Union Church (1890-92),85 and supervisor for the chancel
of St. Andrew's Church and for the Bishop Museum. His death came
through an accident on May 12, 1902.86

For three and a half years Thomas J. Baker was active in Honolulu. He
had been a bricklayer and builder in San Francisco for several years,87 coming
to the Islands on the City of Sydney in June of 1876.88 Like Osborne, he first
appears in the newspapers with a proposal to make brick.89 His advertise-
ment begins in the Gazette for November 4, 1876:
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T. J. Baker
ARCHITECT AND BUILDER

Plans and specifications furnished at
reasonable rates. Address, Post Office
Honolulu, H. I.

Business developed quickly for Baker. In 1877 he built a two-story store for
C. Brewer, Esq. called by the Advertiser "the finest looking and perhaps most
substantially built structure in Honolulu (aside from the Government House).
. . . "90 A little later he was busy with a new bank building for Bishop & Co.
at the head of Kaahumanu Street.91 This was followed by a "splendid two-
story brick mansion" for Mr. Henry May, the grocer, on Beretania Street92

and a two-story building for T. Cummins at Fort and Merchant Streets.93

Baker enjoyed a good press and was one of two architects invited in
1879 to submit sketches for King Kalakaua's new Iolani Palace.94 Baker's
plans with their towers and verandahs were preferred by His Majesty and
he was appointed architect at a commission of two and a half percent of the
cost, which was estimated to be $65,000. Baker was "to do all the work done
by Architects in Like cases," while the Minister of the Interior was to make
purchases, let contracts, and superintend the work.95

The purchase and hauling of materials had begun early in the year and
a contract with E. B. Thomas for brick masonry was signed September 30.
But all did not go smoothly. A quarrel developed with the Minister of the
Interior, Samuel C. Wilder, over the delivery of plans and control of the
work. Baker claimed that he had delivered all the plans necessary and that
it was the business of the architect as "Chief Artificer" to superintend the
construction. It was probably Baker's first real commission as an architect—
previously he had handled only construction—and he went out of his way
to defend what he conceived to be the prerogatives of the profession. When
the Minister claimed the responsibility of running the job through his Super-
intendent of Public Works, Baker declared such an arrangement would be
"a procedure unprecedented in the history of Architecture." The situation
soon reached the point where the contenders had to write everything for the
record. The contractor alleged that Baker's foundation plans were in disagree-
ment with each other and that he would have to stop work unless more draw-
ings were furnished. The Superintendent of Public Works refused to give in
and His Majesty's Cabinet Council passed a resolution backing him up.
Baker's subsequent reply was considered "insulting in its tone," and a voiding
of the agreement was threatened.96
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After the laying of the cornerstone on December 31, the quarrel con-
tinued. On January 17, 1880, Baker was paid $1,000 for plans and services
and this apparently ended his connection with the Palace. The Gazette for
February 11 announced that he had given up the work and had been suc-
ceeded by an architect from San Francisco. Baker sailed on February 25 for
Australia and apparently never came back.

The architect to succeed Baker at the new Palace was Charles J. Wall,
an Irishman who came to Honolulu by way of California.97 Because none of
the original drawings for this building have been preserved, it is impossible
to judge the share Wall had in the design as built. 'According to the Gazette
he had "skillfully modified and improved" some of the objectionable features
of the original design.98 The Advertiser stated that he was "employed to
make the detail drawings from the first architect's plans."99 He was succeeded
by Isaac Moore after about nine months.100

Wall designed several well known buildings which illustrate the varied
and imaginative character of late Victorian architecture. These included the
two-story brick Music Hall (built 1880-81) on King Street opposite the
Palace. The exterior, decorated with pilasters and crowned with a cupola, is
known from photographs. Contemporaries thought the interior well deco-
rated but poor as to acoustics. It was described by M. Forsyth Grant:

the house is a pretty one, fitted up in bright crimson, and well
lighted. Only two boxes, but both very large; in the one opposite was
His Majesty, and his sisters, Princesses Lydia Liliuokalani, and Like-
Like..}01

He also designed Kaumakapili Church (cornerstone 1881, dedication 1888),
a large Gothic brick structure with twin steeples which replaced the Rev-
erend Lowell Smith's adobe church,102 the Lunalilo home for the aged, a
large rambling stone building,103 and a building for St. Louis College, which
collapsed soon after completion.104 The architect died at Honolulu on De-
cember 26, 1884.105

Isaac Moore, third and last architect of the Palace, had his office at
George Lucas' planing mill106 and was himself a woodworker, having been
a partner in a San Francisco firm doing that kind of work.107 We know
little of his activities except for a single news item in the Advertiser. This
shows that he was much concerned with the decoration of the Palace, having
designed the plasterwork of the verandah ceilings and supervised the "chaos
of workmen, mouldings and carving" in the Throne Room.108

While the Palace was under way Princess Ruth Keelikolani was giving
"that upstart, Kalakaua" some architectural competition with her new house
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the Hale Keoua on Emma Street.109 The architect of this spectacular wooden
mansion was Charles J. Hardy, a Chicagoan,110 of the Enterprise Planing
Mill in Honolulu. The extent and elaboration of the woodwork must have
made it the company's prize job and the gaslit interior was celebrated for its
ornate plaster work and frescoes.111 Also associated with this firm, who con-
sidered themselves "Architects and Builders"112 as well as woodworkers,
was James G. Hayseldon, who sometimes advertised on his own113 and who
designed and built in 1882 the Wilder & Co. store notable in its day for
having an elevator and a decoration of fancy brick.114

To make the list of architectural designers as nearly complete as possible
four more contractors should be mentioned. G. W. Page, said to have been
a Boston architect, was in Honolulu a little over a year. The Masonic Temple,
a two-story stuccoed brick building erected in 1879 at Queen and Fort Streets,
seems to have been his only commission although he maintained an office
and ran a "professional card" in the Advertiser for several months. He sub-
mitted sketches for the new royal palace, but he lost out to Baker and sailed
back to the mainland on November 25, 1879-115

Linton L. Torbert who had a lumber yard on the Esplanade, contracted
for buildings with "no extra charge for Plans and Specification."116 He
seems to have had a Pennsylvania background117 and to have appeared in
the Islands as a planter on the Island of Maui about the time of the Cali-
fornia Gold Rush. Not much has come to light about Torbert's architectural
work. He was paid for plans for the Hawaiian Hotel118 and after his death
in 1871 his architectural library was offered for sale.119

Another name is that of G. W. Lincoln, contractor and builder, who
respectfully solicited orders for "Designs, Plans and Specification, for Dwell-
ings, Stores, Public Buildings, Halls, Hotels, Mills and Works of every de-
scripiton..." and is known only to have built a new saloon for E. S. Cunha
in 1881.120

A fourth contractor, H. F. Bertelmann of 86 King Street, advertised
"plans and specs furnished" in 1892.121

At the very end of the Monarchy two additional firms had set up in
Honolulu—both in the Spreckels Block. These were Palmer122 & Richardson
and Clinton B. Ripley. Ripley (1849-1922) was a native of Maine who
had come by way of California. He was soon afterwards to enter into part-
nership with Charles W. Dickey (1871-1942) and found the first modern
partnership in the city.

From this account of architectural practice over nearly a century it will
appear that Honolulu was not very different from most American cities of
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fourteen thousand population. Not until the very end of the period was an
individual able to support himself by the practice of architecture alone; his
work had to be combined with the construction business or some other
dependable source of livelihood. The growing prestige of the architect in
San Francisco and elsewhere caused the local builders to assume the title when
advertising their goods. But it was really not until the close of the Mon-
archy in 1893 that Honolulu was able to underwrite the modern profession
of architecture, which today gives it the most secure, convenient and hand-
some buildings it has ever had.

NOTES
1 The first American architect in the modern sense was Benjamin Henry Latrobe,

an Englishman who crossed the Atlantic in 1795-6. He practiced in Richmond, Phila-
delphia, Washington, Pittsburgh, Baltimore and New Orleans until his death in 1820.

2 Thomas G. Thrum, "Heiaus: Their Kinds, Construction, Ceremonies, etc.,"
Hawaiian Almanac and Annual for 1910, p. 57.

3 S. M. Kamakau, Ruling Chiefs of Hawaii, Honolulu, 1961, p. 242.
4 None of the several heiaus at old Honolulu on the harbor are known to have the
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5 The Reverend William Ellis, Journal, Honolulu, 1927, p. 239.
6 Henry B. Restarick, "John Young, an American," 22nd Annual Report, Hawaiian

Historical Society [HHS], Honolulu, 1914, pp. 29-30. Roquefeuil wrote after his
1819 visit that the Fort plan was tracee par Young, (M. Camille de Roquefeuil, A
Voyage Round the World, London, 1823, p. 358.)

7 Ebenezer Townsend, Jr., HHS Reprints, No. 4, p. 16.
8Marin came to Oahu in the 1790's. A. Grove Day, Hawaii and Its People, New

York, I960, contains a sketch of Marin's life at Honolulu, pp. 47-49.
9 For a general survey of American prefabrication see Charles E. Peterson, "Early

American Prefabrication," Gazette des Beaux-Arts, January, 1948, pp. 37-46.
10 Jackson's origin is not known. He was exiled from Honolulu in 1821 but died

there on December 10, 1844. (Levi Chamberlain Diary, December 11, 1844, Hawaiian
Mission Children's Library.)

11 "The Architect Mr. Payte" marched in the dedicatory procession. (Chamberlain,
January 10, 1833.) Paty is referred to as "the architect" in an article "The Oahu Char-
ity School" by W. D. Alexander in HHS 16th Annual Report, p. 21.

12 "Died in Honolulu, Oct. 13, Capt. I. Hart, carpenter, long a resident in the
islands." (The Friend, [Honolulu] Oct. 15, 1849.) Hart's advertisement appears in
The Polynesian [Poly.], May 22, 1847.

Information just received from Mr. Peter Grinnell of New Bedford reveals that
Isaac T. Hart was born April 13, 1805 the son of Joseph and Mary Hart. The New
Bedford Mercury for February 15, 1850 reports the death of "Capt. Isaac T. Hart, aged
44, formerly of this city," in Honolulu. The Captain may have gone out to the islands
in one of the New Bedford whalers.

13 Naturalized August 9, 1844. (Archives of Hawaii [AH], Naturalization Book
C, p. 26.)

14 Warren Goodale, "Letter to the HHS, February 22, 1897," HHS Papers No. 10,
Honolulu, p. 29.

This has been the residence of the Governor of Hawaii for many years.
15 Elisha Yale to Reverend Dr. Worcester, Kingsborough, New York, July 19,

1819. Letters and Testimonials of Candidates, September 1824-September 1827, Vol.
V, Part 1, items 121, 122b, 124. ABCFM Papers, Houghton Library, Harvard. It is
worth attention that he examined students in navigation and astronomy in 1819.
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16 Eliab Grimes to Josiah Marshall, August 16, 1825, Marshall MSS I, Houghton
Library. One plan was 48' x 98' and the other 48' x 120' to be built of "hewn stone."

1 7 Francis Allyn Olmsted, Incidents of a Whaling Voyage, New York 1841, p. 256,
"and who is himself chief architect."

1 8 W. S. W. Ruschenberger, A Voyage Round the World, Philadelphia, 1838, p.
224.

1 9 The drawings are preserved in the collections of the Hawaiian Historical Society.
2 0 Bingham left Honolulu before the completion of the church but the building

stands today substantially as first designed. The wooden steeple, which seems to have
been added as an afterthought, (it was not in Bingham's original design), disappeared
some years ago and was not incorporated into the restoration of 1927.

2 1 Mary A. Richards, ed. and comp., The Chiefs' Children's School, Honolulu,
1937, p. 27. A plan by Mrs. Cooke is published opposite p. 30.

Mary H. Krout, The Memoirs of Hon. Bernice Pauahi Bishop, New York, 1908,
p. 53.

2 2 Ethel M. Damon, The Stone Church at Kawaiahao, 1820-1944, Honolulu, 1945,
pp. 54, 57, 58.

Dr. Judd was himself the son of a doctor. Regarding his education he wrote to
Jeremiah Evarts from Paris, New York, February 15, 1827:

"Besides the common advantages of early education I have spent more time
at a publick Academy where I studied as much Latin & Greek as was necessary
to prepare me to enter upon the study of medicine to advantage—since which
time I have attended to a few other studies not so directly connected with the
profession but must confess myself to be wanting in those literary treasures
which are to be obtained by a liberal education as well as that strength of
mind which a regular course of mathematicks is calculated to produce—I am
of a good physical constitution—Sanguine temperament 24 years of age (next
April) have labored some on a farm and am accustomed to fatigue & as for
earthly goods—A full sett of surgical Instruments, probably constitute the
whole amount of what I shall possess when my affairs are arranged." (ABCFM,
Letters and Testimonials of Candidates, Vol V, Part I.)
2 3 A. F. Judd, "Historical Essay" in Oahu College Catalogue, 1866, p. 32.
2 4 AH, Privy Council Records, IIIA, p. 275, V p. 62, 110, 111, 112, 146, 211, 334.
2 5 Mary Atherton Richards, Amos Starr Cooke and Juliette Montague Cooke, Hono-

lulu, 1941, p. 395. Project approved Dec. 13, 1855. {Ibid., p. 438.) Dr. Judd retired
from the government during a political upheaval in 1853. (Ralph S. Kuykendall, The
Hawaiian Kingdom, Honolulu, 1938, p. 415.)

2 6 Statute Laws of His Majesty Kamehameha 111, Honolulu, 1846, p. 46.
w Polynesian, May 17, 1851.
2 8 Metcalf was naturalized in Hawaii in 1846. (AH, Naturalization Book F, p. 5.)

He advertises daguerreotypes in Poly., June 21, 1845 and in the next few years he
made numerous land surveys. He resigned in 1855 the direction of public works for
political reasons four days after the accession of Kamehameha IV. (Metcalf to Minister
of the Interior, Jan. 18, 1855, AH, Interior Department, General Tile, #133.) He died
in Oakland, California, Aug. 18, 1866. {Daily Hawaiian Herald, Sept. 4, 1866.)

2 9 Poly., May 31, 1851, May 18, 1850. Brandon was said to have had two years'
experience in Boston in waterworks construction. He was paid $362.00 for the Court-
house plans. {Pacific Commercial Advertiser, Honolulu, [PCA~\ Aug. 18, 1851.) A
committee to get a plan had been appointed the year before. {Ibid., IIIB, p. 659.
May 27, 1850.) The plans, which consisted of four sheets of rough, small-scale plans,
ink on paper, are preserved in AH, Privy Council Reports. They call for a two-story
courthouse with a jail in the basement. Three were floor plans, one a plot plan show-
ing the jail yard intended. There are now no elevations in this file. The drawings were
transmitted by "Brandon & Wood" to the chairman of the Building Committee on
September 23, 1850. These were not the plans from which the building was built in
1851-2. See Richard A. Greer, "The Old Court House on Queen Street," Hawaii His-
torical Review, Vol. I, No. 5 (October, 1963) p. 77 ff.
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3 0 In Poly., Sept. 7, 1850, Wood advertises himself as a cabinet maker and up-
holsterer. In 1851 he is in the carpenter and joiner business, Ibid., Feb. 28, 1852.

3 1 P C A , Dec. 27, 1856 and Jan. 1, 1857.
3 2 The Hawaiian Kingdom, Statistical Directory and Tourists' Guide, 1880-81, p .

445. "As a public work it reflects credit on its architect and superintendent R. A. S.
Wood, Esq." {PCA, Aug. 13, 1857.) A design for a block of waterfront buildings
never put up is also attributed to Wood. {Ibid., Oct. 15, 1857.)

3 3 Ibid., Sept. 17 and Nov. 3, 1859
Robert Stirling was appointed Superintendent of Public Works in 1866. {Hawaiian

Gazette [HG], Oct. 20, 1866.) He likewise was credited with the design of various
public buildings. Probably none of these gentlemen made any of the architectural
drawings for the more pretentious buildings of their period in Honolulu. Metcalf was
a surveyor, Wood a carpenter and cabinet maker and Stirling a civil engineer. It is
likely that the Bureau employed such architectural draftsmen as were needed and avail-
able, but these, characteristically, have remained anonymous.

3 4 Passenger List File, MS, AH.
3 5Heuck, a native of Hamburg, was naturalized in 1852. (AH, Naturalization

Book K, p. 103.)
3 9 Poly., July 12, 1851 and "Honolulu German Colony of the Fifties" in Hawaiian

Almanac and Annual for 1913, p. 71. He did not lose hope of practicing architecture,
however, for on February 6, 1852 he wrote to a friend that he had submitted a plan for
a public school {"Volkschule") and had hope of becoming the official architect for the
Government. (Heuck to Steiber, AH, Heuck Collection.) This was possibly the second
Royal School completed in 1851.

3 7 Friend, Dec. 1, I860. PCA, Dec. 6, 1860. The original structure seems to have
been lost in large modern additions.

3 8 Poly., Nov. 2, 1861. This building has disappeared.
3 9 Undated letters in the Heuck Collection, AH.
MPoly., Sept. 24, 1863. HG, April 23, 1864. The hall itself was 4 1 ' x 54 'x 16'.

The building still stood in 1946, though its appearance had been denatured by fire and
alterations.

4 1 A description of this building, probably by its architect, appears in HG for Oct.
14, 1865. Now framed with trees and enclosed with a fine English iron fence, it is
located on the east side of Nuuanu Avenue and in sight of it.

42 HG, March 18, 1865.
4 3 A set of the Barracks plans is preserved in the Heuck scrapbook. Another set,

with the original letter of transmittal, dated March 14, 1866, is also at AH. They are
published in the Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, [hereafter JSAH~\
May, 1963, Vol. XXII, No. 2, pp. 94-5 .

4 4 HG, Jan. 28, 1865. See JSAH, May, 1963.
45 HG, August 26, 1874.
^Ibid., October 3, 1874.
4 7 PCA, October 6, 1877. In addition Heuck showed himself to be something of

an engineer along structural and mechanical lines. He incorporated "self-sustaining
trusses" in the roofs of the Queen's Hospital and the Castle & Cooke building. {PCA,
Oct. 31 , 1861.) His Scrapbook contains a layout for a sugar mill on Kauai dated 1862.
This was the "Princeville Plantation" of Robert C. Wyllie. See Ethel M. Damon,
Koamalu, Honolulu, 1931, pp. 349-50.

4 8 Weekly Argus, March 31, 1852. Vincent appears in the records as early as 1843.
4 9 Sandwich Island News, Feb. 24, May 11, July 6, 1848. The building stood on

the west corner of Maunakea and King Streets.
5 0 Honolulu Times, Nov. 7, 1849.
5 1 Friend, September, 1855.
52 PC/4, Dec. 24, 1857.
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