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THIS 1S. THE THIRTEENTH INSTALLMENT IN A SERIES OF

ARTICLES CONCERNING LIFE IN THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

; AGAINST A BACKGROUND OF THE Pacific OCEAN AS A WHOLE.

THEY ARE BEING PUBLISHED EXCLUSIVELY BY THE HouRGLASS

| AND WRITTEN BY E.H. BRYAN, JR., WITH THE ASSISTANCE

OF THE STAFF OF THE Pacific SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION

CENTER AT THE BERNIce P. BiSHop Museum IN HoNnoLuLu,

OF WHICH HE !S MANAGER. bd

THE MARSHALL ISLANDERS
BY Es He BRYAN, dit.

THE MARSHALL ISLANDS CONSIST OF 29 ATOLLS OF VARIOUS SIZE

‘AND FIVE SINGLE, LOW, ISOLATED ISLETS. THESE ARE ARRANGED

1 1N TWO CHAINS AT THE EASTERN END OF MICRONESIA. THE NUMBER

‘OF UNITS 1S ONE MORE THAN IS USUALLY GIVEN, FOR WE INCLUDE

NaRIK (oR KNOx ATOLL, AS IT MUST BE SPELLED OFFICIALLY) A
ISMALL ATOLL OFF THE SOUTHERN TIP OF MILI ATOLL, WITH WHICH

IT 1S USUALLY INCLUDED. THE TWO CHAINS, RATAK OR RADAK

("sunrise") ON THE EAST, AND RALIK ("sunset") ON THE WEST,

AS SHOWN ON THE SKETCH MAP. THEY CONTINUE IN A SOUTHEAST-

-ERLY DIRECTION AS THE GILBERT ISLANDS, WHICH CROSS THE EQUA-

TOR, AND AGAIN TREND SOUTHEASTWARD AS THE ELLICE ISLANDS,

WHICH ARE INHABITED BY POLYNESIANS. THE NAMES OF THE IS-

LANDS IN THE MARSHALL GROUP ARE LISTED IN THE ACCOMPANYING

TABULATION, WITH STATISTICS ABOUT EACH. JHE NUMBER OF IS-

LETS DEPENDS UPON HOW LARGE A PILE OF SAND ON THE REEF MUST

BE TO BE COUNTED AS AN ISLET. AND ALSO ON, THE (DATE) OF OTHE

MAP, FOR STORMS CAN DIVIDE A RIM OF LAND INTO SECTIONS OR

DELETE AN ISLET ALTOGETHER. THE AREAS OF LAND AND. LAGOON

WERE MEASURED BY THE WRITER IN 1946 FROM AVAILABLE MAPS.

THEY MAKE NO PRETENSE OF ACCURACY} HOWEVER, THEY SUGGEST

THE RELATIVE AMOUNT OF DRY LAND ON THE REEFS AND THE SIZE

OF THE LAGOONS WHICH THESE REEFS SURROUND.

THE CLIMATE OF THIS REGION, PARTICULARLY THE WIND DIREC-

TION AND RESULTING RAINFALL, PLAYS A VERY IMPORTANT PART IN

THE LIFE OF THE PEOPLE. From DECEMBER TO APRIL IS A SEASON

‘OF STRONG WINDS FROM THE NORTHEAST. THIS IS THE Dry

/PERIOD OF THE YEAR. THE SEASON OF MAXIMUM RAINFALL IN

'tHE MARSHALLS, COMES IN THE SUMMER AND IS GREATEST IN THE

SOUTHERN PART OF THE GROUP. In GENERAL,

THE RAINFALL DECREASES AS ONE MOVES NORTHWARD THROUGH THE

GROUP. FOR EXAMPLE, THE AVERAGE ANNUAL RAINFALL AT JALUIT

1s ABQUT 160 INCHES, THAT AT MAJURO RARELY OVER 120 INCHES,

AT UseELANG ABouT SO INCHES, ENIWETOK 60 To 7O INCHES, AND

At WAKE ISLAND, WHICH IS 350 MILES FURTHER NORTH, 30 TO 50

INCHES. IN THE GILBERT ISLANDS, TO THE SOUTHEAST, THE RAIN-

FALL DECREASES FROM OVER IOO INCHES A YEAR IN THE NORTHERN

ATOLLS TO LESS THAN A THIRD THAT MUCH AT THE SOUTHERN EDGE

OF THE GROUP$ AND THEN IT INCREASES AGAIN, SOUTHWARD THROUGH

THE ELLice ISLANDS, FRom May TO NOVEMBER THE NORTHEAST

TRADEWINDS MAY BE REPLACED BY WINDS FROM THE EAST AND SOUTH-

EAST, AND THERE MAY BE WINDS FROM THE WEST, ACCOMPANIED BY

STORMS, ALTHOUGH THESE STORMS ARE SELDOM VIOLENT.

AS WAS EXPLAINED IN THE LAST CHAPTER, THE SUPPLY OF FRESH

WATER ON LOW ISLETS IS DEPENDENT UPON RAINFALL$ SO IT CAN BE

SEEN THAT THE AMOUNT AND SEASON OF RAINFALL 1S OF. GREAT IM-

PORTANCE TO THE MARSHALLESE. THERE MAY BE PERIODS OF DROUGHT

MORE SEVERE SOME YEARS THAN OTHERS, FOR THE AMOUNT OF RAIN-

FALL MAY VARY GREATLY FROM ONE YEAR TO ANOTHER.

JHE TEMPERATURE CHANGES BUT LITTLE, THROUGHOUT DAY AND

NIGHT, FROM ONE MONTH TO THE NEXT, AND EVEN FROM YEAR TO

YEAR. THE DAILY RANGE GENERALLY 1S LESS THAN IO To I2@ DE-

GREES. AN OCCASIONAL HIGH TEMPERATURE |S TEMPERED BY THE

ICOOL WINDS BLOWING ACROSS WIDE EXPANSES OF SEA.

| ON THESE ISLANDS THE NATURAL RESOURCES ARE MEAGER. AS HAS

BEEN NOTED, THE SOIL IS SELDOM OF GOOD QUALITY. THERE ARE

NO VALUABLE MINERALS. ONLY SMALL AMOUNTS OF PHOSPHATES FROM

IBIRD DROPPINGS COMBINED WITH CORAL SAND, ON DRIER ISLANDS,

HAVE COMMERCIAL VALUE AS FERTILIZER. THE ROCKS ARE COMPOS-

ED OF REEF LIMESTONE OR CONSOLIDATED SAND. WHILE THESE WERE

MADE INTO POUNDERS FOR FOOD AND FIBER, THEY OID NOT LEND

THEMSELVES TO MAKING CUTTING TOOLS AND IMPLEMENTS, SUCH AS

THOSE MADE OF BASALT ON HIGH VOLCANIC ISLANDS. THE NATURE

OF THE LANO FAUNA AND FLORA HAS BEEN DISCUSSED, AS WELL AS

HOW THE PEOPLE MADE A LIVING FROM LAND AND SEA. WE CAN

SUMMARIZE BY SAYING THAT LIVING ON A LOW TROPICAL ISLAND

WAS NOT EASY!

LET US LOOK AT THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED ON THESE ISLANDS AND

NOTE THEIR SOCIAL ORGANIZATION. THE MARSHALL ISLANDERS ARE

FAIRLY HOMOGENEOUS IN RACE, LANGUAGE AND CULTURE, WITH ONLY

MINOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO CHAINS AND IN DIFFERENT

PARTS OF THESE. THEY ARE DESCRIBED AS A PEOPLE OF MEDIUM

STATURE, OF SLENDER BUILD, WITH DARK BROWN SKIN, BROWN EYES,

BLACK HAIR, WHICH MIGHT VARY FROM STRAIGHT TO CURLY, WITH~

OUT MUCH HAIR ON THE BODY, WITH A RATHER BROAD, FLAT NOSE,

AND WITH LIPS THAT ARE DESCRIBED AS FULL.

THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE LANGUAGES OF THEIR NEIGHBORS

IN THE GILBERT AND CAROLINE ISLANDS, ALTHOUGH ALL OF THESE

BELONG TO THE MICRONESIAN BRANCH OF THE GREAT AUSTRONESIAN

OR MALAYO-POLYNESIAN LANGUAGE FAMILY, SPOKEN THROUGHOUT 
THE

OCEANIC PACIFIC ISLANDS AND AS FAR TO THE WESTWARD AS MADA-=

GASCAR, OFF THE COAST OF AFRICA, AS ALREADY MENTIONED.

AT BIRTH A CHILD BECAME A MEMBER OF A SPECIAL TYPE OF

FAMILY (BWiu). THIS FAMILY INCLUDED HIS PARENTS AND HIS

BROTHERS AND SISTERS, AS IN FAMILIES IN AMERICA AND EUROPE,

BUT IN. ADDITION THERE MIGHT BE OTHER RELATIVES. THESE

TYPICALLY COULD INCLUDE HIS MOTHER'S PARENTS; HER SISTERS,

THE!R HUSBANDS AND CHILDREN; AND THE MOTHER'S UNMARRIED

BROTHERS. THUS, IN ADDITION TO THE MEMBERS OF THE FAMIL led

WE KNOW, THERE MIGHT BE CERTAIN GRANDPARENTS, UNCLES, AUNTS

AND COUSINS, EVEN GREAT AUNTS AND MORE DISTANT COUSINS, Aly

ON THE MOTHER'S SIDE OF THE FAMILY. THE AVERAGE GROUP

LIVING IN ONE HOUSE MIGHT NOT EXCEED EIGHT TO TEN; BUT A

FAMILY MIGHT CONSIST OF AS MANY AS TWENTY TO TWENTY-FIVE,

|LIVING IN THREE OR FOUR HOUSES. THESE HOUSES COULD BE

ADJACENT, OR IN OIFFERENT PARTS OF AN ISLAND OR ATOLL,

OCCASIONALLY TODAY ON DIFFERENT ATOLLS. SUCH A FAMILY OR

BWiJ WORKED AND SHARED FOR THE COMMOW GOOD, ESPECIALLY IN

SUCH MATTERS AS GETTING FOOD, BUILDING HOUSES AND CANOES,

PROVIDING OTHER NECESSITIES OF LIFE, AND CELEBRATING SUCH

OCCASIONS AS BIRTHS, WEDDINGS AND DEATHS WITH PROPER CERE-

MONIES AND FEASTS, THEY WORKED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF AN

ELDER LEADER, CALLED AN ALAP, WHO REPRESENTED THE FAMILY

IN THE VILLAGE COUNCIL. THE ALAP GENERALLY WAS THE OLDEST

OR MOST CAPABLE MAN (OR OCCASIONALLY WOMAN) OF THE GROUP.

LivING WITH A FAMILY THERE MIGHT ALSO BE PERSONS WITHOUT

BLOOD RELATIONSHIP, BUT THEY WERE NOT PART OF THE BWig,

EVEN THOUGH ADOPTED, ALTHOUGH THEY COULD ENJOY MOST OF

THE SAME RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES AS THOSE WHO WERE BLOOD

RELATIVES.

| A BWid WAS A SEGMENT OF A CLAN. THE MARSHALL ISLANDERS

WERE DIVIDED INTO A NUMBER OF CLANS. IN THE RALIK CHAIN

A CLAN WAS CALLED A JOW!, IN THE RATAK, yOu. EACH CLAN

WAS MADE UP OF PERSONS DESCENDED THROUGH THE MOTHER FROM
A COMMON ANCESTOR, REAL OR TRADITIONAL. ALL HUSBANDS AND

FATHERS BELONGED TO CLANS OTHER THAN THOSE OF THEIR WIVES

|AND CHILDREN. TWO PERSONS BELONGING TO THE SAME CLAN COULD

|NOT MARRY. AFTER MARRIAGE IT WAS CUSTOMARY FOR THE HUS-

| BAND AND WIFE TO LIVE WITH THE BRIDE'S BWiJ, FOR THE CHIL-
[DREN BECAME A PART OF THIS GROUP AND WOULD INHERIT ACCOR-
|DINGLY.

| CLANS HAD NAMES WHICH MIGHT SIGNIFY THEIR PLACE OF ORI-

GIN OR WHERE THEY HAD LIVED DURING HISTORIC TIMES. SOME

CLANS ALSO HAD A DISTINCTIVE TOTEM (WUNEPAK), USUALLY A

NATURAL OBJECT. LEGEND RELATES THAT ORIGINALLY THE RALIK

CHAIN HAD SEVEN CLANS, ALL OF WHICH HAD ORIGINATED ON NAMU

ATOLL, WHERE THE FIRST CHIEFTAN OF RALIK WAS BORN. THE

CLANS OF THE RATAK CHAIN ARE SAID TO HAVE ORIGINATED ON

AUR ATOLL. TODAY THERE ARE A LARGE NUMBER OF CLANS, THEIR

MEMBERS SCATTERED OVER THE ENTIRE INHABITED MARSHALL GROUP.
THE MAIN ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE CLAN !S REGULATING MARRIAGE

RELATIONSHIP AND PROPERTY RIGHTS.

BEFORE WE ‘CAN DISCUSS PROPERTY, WE SHOULD OUTLINE THE

SYSTEM OF CHIEFTANSHIP, NOBILITY AND "ROYALTY." WE CAN

ONLY IMAGINE HOW BROAD DIFFERENCES DEVELOPED BETWEEN THE

GREAT BODY OF COMMON PEOPLE AND THE SMALL GROUP OF LEADERS,

WHICH MIGHT BE TERMED NOBILITY OR ROYALTY, AND HOW A FEU-

DAL RELATIONSHIP DEVELOPED BETWEEN THESE. AS IN THE CASE

lof FAMILIES (BWis), EACH LED BY AN ALAP, CLANS HAD THEIR

LEADERS OR’ HEADMEN. THOSE WHO WERE MOST SUCCESSFUL OR HAD

THE STRONGEST FOLLOWING WERE ABLE TO EXACT RESPECT AND LA-

TER TO COLLECT TRIBUTE FROM LESSER LEADERS. THIS LEO EVENT

TUALLY TO THEIR CLAIMING ALL THE LAND THAT WAS OCCUPIED BY

THEIR FOLLOWERS OR WHICH THEY WERE ABLE TO CONQUER (WHICH

AMOUNTED TO ABOUT THE SAME THING, FOR EITHER THE PEOPLE ON

THE LAND BECAME THEIR FOLLOWERS, OR PERSONS WHO WERE LOYAL

TO THEM WERE GIVEN THE USE OF THE LAND.)

LATER, THIS BECAME A MATTER OF HISTORY. AT THE BEGINNING

OF THE I9TH CENTURY, THE SOUTHERN RALIK CHAIN WAS INVADED

BY WARRIORS OF THE POWERFUL LAJARIK CLAN FROM THE NORTH.

AND IN THE RATAK CHAIN, CHIEFTANS OF THREE cLANS- (RI MEIuOR,

RARNO, AND JERIKRIK) GAINED CONTROL OVER MANY OF THE ATOLLS

OF THIS AREA. THE WIDESPREAD FIGHTING WHICH RESULTED EN-

DED ONLY WHEN THE GERMAN ADMINISTRATION OF THE GROUP BEGAN

AND SO IT CAME ABOUT THAT ALL THE LAND WAS "OWNED" BY

ROYALTY (IROly). SINCE IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR AN INDIVI-

DUAL HIGH CHIEF (1ROIlJy LABALAB) TO SUPERVISE THE ACTIVI-

TIES OF MANY WORKERS OVER A LARGE AREA, ESPECIALLY WHEN

THIS MIGHT INVOLVE: SEVERAL ATOLLS, HE WOULD PUT FAITHFUL

OR COMPETENT FOLLOWERS IN CHARGE, AND THEY BECAME LESSER

CHIEFS. THERE WERE VARIOUS GRADES OF THESE CHIEFS, A SUB-

JECT WHICH NEED NOT CONCERN US HERE. THESE LESSER CHIEFS

DIVIDED UP THE AREAS, WHICH HAD BEEN PUT IN THEIR CHARGE,

INTO SMALL HOLDINGS TO BE WORKED BY COMMONERS (KAUR), UN-

DER THE IMMEDIATE SUPERVISION OF THEIR HEADMEN (ALAB).
INHERITANCE IN ALL GROUPS WAS MATRILINEAR, THROUGH THE

FEMALE LINE. THE POSITION HELD BY EACH WAS HEREDITARY,

UNLESS THIS WAS CHANGED BY THE PARAMOUNT CHIEF (1ROlJ

LABALAB) OR BY SOME OTHER CONQUERING CHIEF. THE OFFICE OF

HE HIGHEST CHIEFS WAS ‘ALSO HEREDITARY, UNLESS HE WAS OVER-

THROWN BY SOME MORE POWERFUL QR CUNNING CHIEF. IN CHOOSING

A. SUCCESSOR, AGE TOOK PRECEDENCE OVER YOUTH, (BUT) CHOOSING —

HAD TO FOLLOW A DEFINITE MATRILINEAR PATTERN. WHEN A CHIEF

IDIED, HIS POSITION COULD PASS TO HIS BROTHER (oR SISTER, IF

THERE WERE NO SUITABLE RANKING MALE, AND IF SHE COULD DO

HE JOB.) NEXT IN ! INE WOULD BE HIS OLDEST SISTER'S CHIt=..

DREN, OR A YOUNGER SISTER'S CHILDREN, AND THEN AN OLDER SIS-

TER'S DAUGHTER'S CHILDREN, AND SO ON. OR ALL THIS COULD BE

OVERTURNED BY CONQUEST BY A STRONGER CHIEF.

THE PARAMOUNT CHIEF LOOKED TO LESSER CHIEFS FOR EVERY
THING

HE NEEDED, NOT ONLY FOR HIMSELF BUT FOR ALL THE NON-WORKERS

WHO SURROUNDED HIM. INTERMEDIATE CHIEFS ALSO WERE SUPPORTED

BY WHAT THEY COULD EXACT FROM THOSE OF LESSER RANK. THE WOR-

KERS HAD TO FURNISH Al BART OF ALL. THEY MADE OR GATHERED FROM

THE LAND AND) PROM THE SEA TO MAINTAIN THE VARIOUS; STRATA OF

CHIRES) THEY COULD BE CALLED, UPON TO CIGHT FOR THEM, NO

THERE WERE. PERIODS WHEN BATTLES AGAINST RIVAL CHIEFS
 WERE

|JFREQUENT AND BLOODY.

| LAND, BOTH IN VILLAGES AND ON OTHER ISLETS, WAS DIVIDED IN-

TO LOTS WHICH EXTENDED ACROSS FROM THE LAGOON BEAC
H TO THE

OCEAN REEF. THIS GAVE EACH FAMILY THE USE OF SEVERAL TYPES

lOF ENVIRONMENT AND THEIR PRODUCTS. IN FORMER TIMES, NOT ON-

ILY THE LAND BUT ALSO THE PRODUCTS WERE CONSIDERED THE PR
OP-

leRTY OF THE PARAMOUNT CHIEF. DWELLINGS AND SIMILAR POSSES-

SIONS WHICH THE WORKERS HAD MADE THEMSELVES, COULD BE
LONG TO

THE FAMILY (ewig). FISHING PLACES IN THE LAGOON AND ON THE

REEF COULD BE USED BY :ANYONE, BUT THE CATCH HAD TO BE SHARED,

JLIKE THE PRODUCTS OF THE LAND.

| A TYPICAL VILLAGE WOULD CONSIST OF 25 To 30 SEPARATE 
LOTS,

‘ioccup!ED BY FROM I50 To 200 PERSONS. ON AN ATOLL WITH A LA-



GOON INTO WHICH CANOES COULD ENTER, VILLAGES WOULD BE LOCATED Ma jypo,
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ON WHICH MATS WERE SPREAD. THERE WAS LITTLE IN THE WAY OF AFTER YEARS OF CONTACT WITH TRADERS, MISSIONARIES, AND FOR-
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USUALLY UNDER A THATCHED LEAN-TO. EACH VILLAGE HAD A COM- HAS BEEN MODIFIED, BUT MEMBERS OF CHIEFLY FAMILIES ARE STILL

eae i ogee REGARDED WITH GREAT RESPECT.
Dee eee ENING ALL OF hs Ree eR ee lee THE MARSHALL ISLANDERS WERE GREAT NAVIGATORS. THE TYPE

EQCAT IONS (By PROFESSOR LEONARD 1. MASON, BN THe REPORT OF OF CANOES THEY BUILT AND THEIR METHODS OF NAVIGATION WILL
A SURVEY MADE FOR THE U.S. CommeRcIAL Company IN 1936 ano BE DISCUSSED FN THE NEY CHAPTER.
LATER STUDIES, AND BY DR. ALEXANDER SPOEHR, IN HIS BOOK ON

MARSHALL ISLANDS
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