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UDJU U AN

IMMEDIATE U.S. CITIZENSHIP

- g s O
TO CERTAIN FILIPINO VETERANS

By Mr. MATSUNAGA: :
s S. 1319. A bill for the relief of certain
7 natives of the Philippines who served in
the U.S. Armed Forces durin g World War
II; to the Committee on the Judiciary.
CITIZENSHIP FOR FILIPINO VETERANS OF WORLD
WAR IT M -
Mr. MATSUNAGA. Mr. President, Iam
introducing today legislation which
- would grant immediate U.S. citizenship
to certain Filipino veterans who fought
with the U.S. Armed Forces in World
WarIl. - :
Immediately following the attacks on
Pearl Harbor and Manila by the Japa-

nese Imperial Air Force in December-

1941, many natives of the Philippines
volunteered for service in the U.S. armed
services. They fought with great valor
and courage and their enlistment was
welcomed by the Government of the
United States. Indeed, the U.S. Govern-
ment made strenuous efforts to recruit
Filipinos for service in our Armed Forces.

As an inducement to enlistment, many
recruiters assured the Filipinos that they
would be eligible for citizenship if they
served honorably in the Armed Forces
during World War II. In 1942, the Sec-
ond War Powers Act was signed into law.

Among other things, the act waived'some -

of the normal naturalization require-
ments for aliens who, like the Filipinos,
fought with the U.S. forces overseas.
Many Filipino veterans did become
American citizens before the Second War
Powers Act expired in 1946. Regrettably,

however, others were denied citizenship -

either because they were unaware of the
provisions of the Second War Powers Act
or because they were discouraged by offi-
cials of the U.S. Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service who, allegedly, stopped
processing citizenship applications be-
fore the Second War Powers Act expired
in 1946. In recent years, a number of
these veterans have entered the United
States on temporary visas and they are
seeking U.S. citizenship on the basis of
their honorable military service during
World War II. Sixty-eight of them, fac-
ing déportation, filed suit in the U.S. dis-
trict court in San Francisco to block the
deportation order. Ruling in their favor,
Judge Charles B. Renfrew said:
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The court cannot ignore the heroic sacri-
fices made by these and other Filipinos dur-
ing World War II. Their courage and valor
at Corregidor, during the Bataan Death
March, and throughout the Japanese occupa-
tion of the Philippine Islands, stand as the
finest examples of the dedication of free _men
opposing and resisting {yranny.”

An appeal, filed by the U.S. Dfapart-
ment of Justice, is still pendipg in the
Ninth U.S. Court of Appeals.

The Filipino veterans were sorpqwhat
disconcerted by the Ford admmi.st_ra-
tion’s willingness to appeal the decision,
and to pursue deportation, After all_, as
one of them pointed out, the United
States had recently admitted more than
150,000 Vietnamese refugees and was
then reviewing, on a case by case basis,

the cases of American draft evaders and

deserters. I¢ is their hope that Ifrcsident
Carter will be more sympathetic to the

' pleas of veterans who “fought for free-

dom and the American flag.”~ i
¢§ My bill is consistent with the district

court decision in that it would allow
Filipino veterans who are already in this
country on visitor visas to have their
status adjusted to that of bermanent
resjdent. In addition, the bill would
walve the residency requirements of the
Immigrationtand Nationality Act and
allow those veterans and other Filiping
veterans who served for at least 3 years
in the U.S. Armed Forces during World
War II, and were honorably discharged,
to become U.S. citizens immediately if
they are otherwise qualified for citizen-
ship. Finally, the bill would grant imme-
diate U.S. citizenship to the spouses and
dependent children of such veterans.

I strongly believe that enactment of
my bill would correct a grave injustice
done to Filipino veterans at the end of
World War II, and I urge that the meas-
lt{re be given early favorable considera-_
ion.







