
REIGN OF Hs MAJESTY KAMEHAMEHA V.—SEVENTH YEAR. 

_BIENN [AL REPORT 
OF THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF ee ATION 
TO THE 

LEGISLATURE OF 1870. . 

Zo the Legislative Assembly of the Hawatian Islands : 

Since the last Biennial Report of the Board of Education 

was laid before your Honorable body, that Department of, His 

Majesty’s Government and the Hawaiian Nation generally, 

have experienced a great and serious loss in the death of His 

Highness, M. Kekuanaoa, late President of the Board of Edu- 

cation. Asa Chief of the land, as a Statesman, and as a Gen- 

tleman, he had for more than half a century been intimately 

and honorably associated in the work of civilization and pro- 

gress, commenced by Kamehameha the Great and continued 

by his successors. Clear-sighted, warm-hearted and brave, 

age had not dimmed his intellect nor cooled his ardor for the 

geod and prosperity of the Hawaiian People; and among the 

measures which particularly elicited his sympathy and receiv- 

ed his heartiest co-operation, was the education of Hawaiian 
Youth. 

Tt has pleased His Majesty, the King, to confer upon me 
the honor of the appointment of President of the Board of  
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Education ; and in that capacity and in conformity with the 

law, I have the honor to present this Report of the transac. 

tions of the Board of Education for the biennial term ending 

March 31st, [870. 
COMMON SCHOOLS. 

The number of Common Schools in the country on the Ist 

of January, 1870, was 224, and the average number of children 

attending was 5938, of whom 3427 were boys, and 2511 were 

girls. In 48 of these schools the sexes are separated ; 22 for 

the instruction of girls, under female teachers, with an attend- 

ance of 612 pupils ; and 21 for boys, under male teachers, with 

an attendance of 812 pupils. 

Owing to the liberal grant made by the last Legislature 

(1868) for the support of Common Schools in destitute dis- 

tricts, the Schools in the same have been enabled to be kept 

on full time, and as a consequence, the progress of the child- 

ren in their studies has been, generally, gratifying. There 

was wisdom as well as liberality in the grant, and it is hoped 

that your Honorable body will continue the same. The rea- 

sons which led to it were fully explained in the last Report of 

this Department to the Legislature, and as they remain of 

equal force at the present time, I respectfully refer you to that 

Report. 
NEW SCHOOL HOUSES. 

During the biennial term now expiring, 388 new School 

Houses for Common Schools have been erected, and 15 old 

ones have been thoroughly repaired. 

The seasonable appropriation of the last Legislature for 

the erection of new School Houses for Common Schools, has 

enabled the Board, nearly, though not fully, to meet the want 

of the country in that respect. The grant was limited to 

$6200, but it was predicated upon the probability that the pa- 

-rents and others, of the different localities needing new School 

Houses, would of their own accord or by appropriate persua-  
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sion, have contributed about one half of the cost of the same. 

I regret to say however, that that anticipation has but to a 

small extent been realized. There remain, therefore, at least 

12 more new houses to be built, possibly 17; unless by the 

continued diminution of children in some of these (latter) 

localities, the Board shall decide to close such Schools alto- 

eether. I would therefore respectfully request that not less 

than $3000 be appropriated for building the remaining School 

Houses needed. 
OF ATTENDANCE. 

In the Board’s Report to the Legislature of 1868, the 

Common Schools were represented with ‘an attendance of 6218 

children, showing an apparent decrease at the time of this Re- 

port of 280 children attending those Schools. That decrease 

however is partially made up by the increase of children 

attending the Government and Select Schools in which the 

English language is taught, an increase numbering about 109 

children. The entire number of children attending Hawaiian 

and English Schools on the Ist of January, 1870, was 7927 

against 8098 on the Ist of January, 1868. 

HIGH SCHOOLS CONDUCTED IN THE HAWAIIAN LAN- 

GUAGE, SUPPORTED OR ASSISTED BY THE BOARD. 

LAHwAINALUNA SeminaRy.—The Board is happy to report 

the continued prosperous condition of this institution, under 

its present competent and zealous teachers. Considerable im” 

provements have been made on the buildings, and the land be- 

longing to the institution has been well cared for and properly 

cultivated by the students, under the direction of the teachers, 

and the Board has furnished the institution with Astronomical 

instruments and other apparatus for instruction in the exact 

sciences. 

While the main branches of study: have, as heretofore, 

been pursued through the medium of the Hawaiian language,  


