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FOR RELEASE Speech by Senator Daniel K. Inouye
September 15, 1973 at 3:30 PM, Hawaii State
Federation of Labor, AFL-~-CIO, 5th Biennial
Convention, Honolulu, Hawaii



IN DEFENSE OF CONGRESS

As a member of the United States Senate, I welcome the President's
newly expressed sense of concern for our nation's problems. In his
press conference last week, in his radio speech last Sunday and in
his 2nd State of the Union message to the Congress on Monday of this
week, the President not only expressed his concern but also recog-
nized the many problems confronting the American people. I share
that view and his sense of urgency.

I regret, however, the President's initial effort to place the blame
for the many unmet problems on the back of the Congress and to
suggest that we are ''wallowing in Watergate'' rather than getting on
with 'the people's business''. The facts do not support that conten-
tion.

This first eight months of the 93rd Congress have been exceedingly
busy ones. As of the end of July some 106 bills and proclamations

had been signed into law. The Senate had passed 412 bills, the House
410. We had been in session more hours, had more role call votes,
introduced more legislation and held more hours of hearings-~-excluding
Watergate--than we did during a similar period in the 92nd Congress

or in most other Congresses in recent history.

As the respected and non-partisan Congressional Quarterly wrote
recently, 'In terms of sheer volume of work including committee
reports, roll call votes and number of important bills enacted or
approved by either or both houses the legislative record thus far
was at least on a par with most past first session Congresses, and
it was ahead of many. "

For the record, it should be noted that out of the 535 mbers of
Congress, only 7 are serving on the Watergate Committee. It should
be further noted that these seven Watergate Committee members, al-
though required to spend long hours in public hearings, have continued
to carry out their usual Senate responsibilities. For example, as
Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Foreign Operations,
I have completed my hearings and am now ready to report my bill to
the full Senate. As Chairman of the Commerce Subcommittee on
Foreign Commerce, I have held many hours of hearings on several
trade bills. These bills are now ready for action. In addition, we



have kept up to date with our constituency requests and problems.
Watergate has meant a longer work day for members--hearings
during our lunch hours, early morning or in the evenings. We
have not been "'wallowing in Watergate', and we have not wasted

“precious time

A look at the Record makes it evident that it is not the Congress
which has been immobilized by Watergate. Neither was it the Con-
gress which created Watergate, nor have we had any surplus of
cooperation from the White House in our effort to get to the bottom
of that matter and to "'put Watergate behind us

Please remember that we did not invent or manufacture the bur-
plary of Dr. Ellsberg's psychiatrists office or the New York in-
dictments in the Vesco case, or the California indictments in the
Dr. Fielding burglary case, or the Florida indictment of Donald
Segretti, or the testimony of John Dean, Jeb Magruder, John
Mitchell, Bob Haldeman, or John Ehrlichman.

It appears that President Nixon is attempting to find a scapegoat
to ‘run against the Congress'' as a means of diverting the public
attention from the failures of his Administration, both Watergate
and non-Watergate related.

To listen to the President, our problems are someone else's fault.
The Nixon Administration is not responsible for inflation; the Nixon
Administration is not responsible for permitting the fuel crisis to
reach such proportions; the Nixon Administration is not responsible
for the food shortage.

Well, I want you to know that Watergate is not responsible for in-
flation of unprecedented proportions in modern times. Watergate
has nothing to do with the threatened fuel shortage. Watergate is

not responsible for the meat shortage or the highest interest rates
in history.

Certainly, the Administration is also not responsible for all our
problems. Some are clearly beyond administrative or legislative
control. Others have proven most difficult to alleviate by any ad-
ministration and any government.



The increased world demand for food and fiber has increased the
price of the food on our table and the clothes on our backs. Severe
droughts which have afflicted much of the world have had an effect
in the American market place. The Soviet wheat deal and other
actions of commission or omission have, however, seriously ag-
gravated the harmful effect of these uncontrollable forces for the
average American. We can only shake our heads at the lack of busi-
ness wisdom displayed by the President's business experts on that
deal.

But what of our Record in Congress? What have we done in this
Congress that is important to the American people? I would like
to report to you briefly.

The Senate has passed a spending ceiling. While the Administration
has castigated us for adding fuel to the fires of inflation we have
made net reductions in spending from the Administration's budget-
ary requests each year of these first four years of the Nixon presi-
dency. Those cuts amounted to a grant total of $20 billion. As a
member of the Appropriations Committee, I am confident that we
will cut his request again this year. My Subcommittee --the Sub-
committee on Foreign Operations--received requests for $4. 3 bil-
lion from the Administration, and I pledge that figure will be slashed
by more than one-fourth in the Senate.

The Senate has provided for reductions in defense spending. Iam
confident that we can make such reductions without weakening Amer-
ica's defenses.

The Senate has passed an Alaska Pipeline bill and that is now in
conference. We have passed an important Mandatory Petroleum
Allocation bill. The President has refused to give his support to
Senator Jackson's Energy Research, Development, and Demonstra-
tion Programs Act of which I am also a sponsor. He has had no
coherent energy policy to date and we are now facing a winter of
anticipated very real fuel shortages. These will severely injure the
people of most of our fifty states if the coming winter includes any
period of more than normal severity., Last winter we were most
fortunate to experience a very mild winter, but we have no guarantee
from the weatherman of an encore.



We have passed a new RRrm Act which recognizes that we have
moved from two decades of farm surpluses to a period of food
shortages. While it won't recover the wheat we sold to the Soviet
Union at $1. 32 per bushel return to the American farmer, it will
encourage increased production to bring down the price of wheat
which is now selling at over $5. 00 per bushel.

We have passed a new Highway and Mass Transit Act which rec-
ognizes for the first time that highway users have an interest in
adequate and efficient mass transit as we seek to avoid turning

our cities and countryside into almost solid ribbons of concrete.

We have passed a Land Use bill in the hope that the rest of our
nation will follow Hawaii's lead and recognize the need for long-
range planning for the wise use of our vital and limited land re-
sources.

We have passed a Health bill to encourage the establishment of
Health Maintenance Organizations, a field in which Hawaii has
been such an outstanding leader.

We have passed and had signed into law the Law Enforcement
Assistance Act in our continuing fight on crime which still exacts
far too great a toll in dollars and in human tragedy.

We have passed a Campaign Finance Act and a Voter Registration
Act in the Senate with strong help from Labor, and I might say
without much help from the Administration. Despite its unprece-
dented problems in this area the Administration has shown itself
unwilling to go beyond recommending another Commission as its
gesture to the public demand that we reform our political proces-
ses.

We have passed a Cambodia Bombing Cutoff and a War Powers
measure. The latter is now in conference as we seek to assure
that a President will not again get our country involved in wars
which lack a clear mandate of support from the American people
through their elected representatives.



We have passed an increase in Social Security benefits that our
elderly, who are victimized more than any other group by the
ravages of inflation, may live with some dignity after almost a
lifetime of work.

We have passed a minimum wage law which the President unfor-
tunately vetoed as his grand gesture in the fight to halt inflation.

That act and the postponement of the pending salary increase for
government employees for several months seems to be the main-
spring of the Administration's anti-inflation drive.

While he worries about the effects of a Mininum Wage bill, a
measure which would increase the nation's wage bill by less
than 1/2 of one percent, the total profits of manufacturing indus-
tries are up 32 percent in the first six months of this year over
last year's.

While President Nixon refused to implement a mandatory petro-
leum allocation program, the profits of Exxon are up more than
48 percent over last year's for the third highest net income of any
U.S. corporation. Oil profits are up 38 percent for the industry
as a whole.

While interest rates have skyrocketed and money for home mort-
gages have become unobtainable, the profits of Weyerhauser Lum-
ber Company are running more than 17 percent on sales and net
income of that corporation is up more than 170 percent over the
previous year's profits.

IBM's profits are running at 13. 9 percent of sales, AT&T's at
12. 6 percent of sales. It is apparent that not all are being asked
to join in the fight to halt inflation.

You who have seen the price of eggs and potatoes in Hawaii increase
by more than fifty percent in the past year and the price of bacon
increase by 70 percent without any substantial increase in take-
home pay have reason to be angry. With flour at more than 20 cents
per pound and pork chops at $2 per pound it is no wonder that infla-
tion is the people's number one concern.



It is no wonder that you are restive.

It is no wonder that you are looking for someone to blame for your
steadily shrinking real income.

And I can't blame you too much if you feel that your government has
failed in its responsibilities. I can't blame you too much if you think
something is rotten in Washington.

We in the Congress stand ready to work with the President--as equal
partners--not rubber stamps. But, we should not be asked to shoulder
the blame for those excesses of his Administration which have cost

us so dearly--in our pocketbooks, in our faith in the institutions of our
government, or in our confidence in the system by which we choose
those who have the ultimate responsibility for the destiny of our great
nation.



