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Preface

In presenting this reprint to our Members we have arranged
the text so that the parts dealing with the Hawaiian Islands come
first. All other parts, having an indirect bearing on the History
of Hawaii, will be found at the end, in the Appendix.

The detailed account of Kaiana, and his voyage to and from
China, together with an account of the ships trading with the
Northwest Coast of America, many of which touched at these
Islands, have been placed in the Appendix.

We have inserted, in brackets, the modern Hawaiian names
after those given in the text, whenever possible. Where we have
not been able to translate the names we have left parentheses in
which they can be inserted. Arranged and indexed for the Ha-
waiian Historical Society by Bruce Cartwright Jr.






Meares’ First Visit to Hawaii

On January 20th, 1786, two vessels were purchased in India—
one of 200 tons the “Nootka,” and the other of 100 tons, the “Sea
Otter.” The former was put under the command of John Meares
and the latter under the command of William Tipping, a lieu-
tenant in the Royal Navy. They started for a trading voyage
from India to the northwest coast of America. They went north
to Alaska and after meeting with many misfortunes the crew
began to suffer from scurvy, so they proceeded to the Sandwich
Islands, where they arrived about the first of August, 1787. The
voyage from the Northwest coast to Hawaii, is described as
follows :

“A Northerly wind now sprung up, and brought clear weather
along with it, which continued until we made the island of Owhy-
hee (Hawaii). Our passage from the continent was fortunately
very short; but if we had not been blessed with a continuance of
fine and favorable weather, the state of the ship was such, as to
make it a matter of doubt whether we should have reached the
Sandwich Islands. Still however the horrible disorder beneath
which the crew had so long labored, continued to accompany us,
and one man died before we gained the salubrious clime whose
zephyrs may be said to have bourne health on their wings; for in
ten days after we had reached the islands every complaint had
disappeared from among us.

“We remained here a month, during which time the islanders
appeared to have no other pleasure but what arose from showing
kindnesses and exercising hospitality to us—They received us
with joy—and saw us depart with tears. Among the numbers
who pressed forward with inexpressible eagerness to accompany
us to Britannee, Tianna (Kaiana) a chief of Attoi (Kauai) and
the brother of the sovereign of that island, was alone received to
embarke with us, amid the envy of all his countrymen.

“On September 2nd we left the Sandwich Islands, leaving be-
hind us, I have every reason to believe, the most favorable impres-
sions of our conduct and character, with the inhabitants of them.”

The “Sea Otter,” Captain Tipping, was never again heard of
after leaving Prince William's Sound.

MEARES’ SECOND VISIT TO HAWAII
On the evening of January 22, 1788, the ships (the “Felice” and

“Iphigenia”) set sail from China, sailing southeast along the west-
ern shores of the Philippines as far as New Guinea, and then
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proceeding north along Japan to Alaska and the northwest coast
of America, the “Iphigenia” finally arriving off Maui about De-
cember 6, 1788. The “Felice” arrived off Hawaii about October
16th, 1788, a month and a half ahead of the “Iphigenia.” DBoth
ships experienced very heavy weather and met with misfortunes.
Scurvy made its appearance before the “Iphigenia” arrived at
Alaska, and before the “Felice” arrived at the northwest coast of
America. Many of the live stock which were intended for Kauai
were killed by accident or for food. The “Felice” was in com-
mand of Wm. Douglas and the “Iphigenia” in command of John
Meares. When they reached the northwest coast of America
- they changed ships.

THE VISIT 057 THE FELICE, CAPTAIN MEARES

Oct. 17, 1788 (Friday). “At five o'clock, on the morning of
the 17th, to our infinite satisfaction we discovered land, bearing
from East South East, to West North West, at a distance of six
leagues: but it was so very hazy, that the island was imperfectly
discerned: in clear weather, the high land of Owhyhee (Hawaii)
can be seen at a distance of twenty leagues.

“We (the “Felice”) had, indeed, good reason to rejoice at the
sight of this island, as we were greatly reduced in the article of
provisions. We had given so large a portion of our stores to the
“Iphigenia,” and our passage to the islands not being so quick as
we had expected, the idea of that plenty, and those comforts,
which as it were, waited our arrival there, filled every heart with
joy and gladness.

“As we approached the island of Owhyhee (Hawaii), a per-
son who had never visited this part of the globe, would have seen
nothing by which he could be led to suppose that it was the seat
of luxurious abundance.—The high, mountainous appearance of
the land, and the blackness cast over it from the fog and vapour,
threw such a gloom on the whole scene, as to afford no expecta-
tion of hospitality from the inhabitants, or refreshment from
cultivation.

“It was too late in the evening to close in with the land; we
therefore hove to for the night, at about the distance of four
leagues from the shore, and waited with extreme impatience for
the morning.

“On the 18th, at day-break, we bore up, and proceeded under
a gentle sail to close in with the land, which we accomplished
about nine o’clock; when the late barren and unfriendly prospect
was succeeded by a scene that might suit the fablings of poetry
and romantic fiction. The haziness of the morning did not ob-
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scure the varied landscape before us. The great mountain, or
Mouna Kaah (Mauna Kea), which is situated on the North East
part of the island, was clothed in clouds, which seemed, as it were, |
to be rolling down its declivity; while its summit towered above
the vapours, and presented a sublime object of nature :—from its
base to the sea was a beautiful amphitheatre of villages and
plantations, while the shore was crowded with people, who, from
the coolness of the morning, were clothed in their party-colored
garments. Some of them were seated on the banks to look at the
ship, while others were running along the shore towards the little
sandy patches where their canoes were drawn up, in order to
come off to us. We now hove to in the entrance of Toe-yah-yah
Bay (Kawaihae Bay) which is situated on the Western side of
the island, and consequently defended from the violence of the
trade winds; nor was it long before a considerable number of
canoes came off to the ship, with hogs, young pigs, taro-root,
plantains, sugar-cane, and a few fowls.

“It was my intention to draw the supplies of pork from this
island, and then proceed to Oneeheow (Niihau), to procure a
sufficient quantity of yams for the remainder of our voyage. In
consequence of this determination, a very brisk trade was car-
ried on with the natives, and before night upwards of four hun-
dred hogs were purchased. The decks were loaded, and the
boats filled with them and the vegetables, which also made a part
of our present traffic. Indeed, such was the profusion of these
articles which were brought to us, that many of the canoes re-
turned without being able to dispose of their cargoes. -

“Among the multitude which visited us on this occasion, T ob-
served but one person of rank: he came in a double canoe paddled
along by twelve men, and accompanied by his wife and two young
female children. He brought very large hogs, and a large quan-
tity of ccooa-nuts ,which he ordered on board the ship, and
immediately followed his present, accompanying it with the most
friendly expressions and offers of further service—We were not
dilatory in making him a suitable return; and having thus won
his confidence I enquired of him concerning the present state of
the island, with a view to the advantage of Tianna (Kaiana).

“He very readily informed me that old Tereeobeo (Kalanio-
puu) had been poisoned, and that his successor was Tianna’s
(Kaiana’s) uncle. He also added, that in consequence of this
revolution, a very fierce war had taken place between the inhab-
itants of Owhyhee (Hawaii) and those of the island of Mowee
(Maui), of which Titeeree (Kahekili) was reigning sovereign.

“In answer to his information I thought proper to inform him
that Tianna (Kaiana) would shortly return to Atooi (Kauai) in
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such a ship as mine and that I had a present from him to the
sovereign of Owhyhee (Hawaii), which I desired the chief
would take upon himself to deliver, as a mark of Tianna’s (Kai-
ana’s) attachment to his uncle. By such well-timed act of re-
gard, I hoped-to perform a good office for my, friend; and I have
since understood that it produced effects equal to my most san-
guine wishes. But in order to give certainty to my commission,
I made my request and delivered the present before a great num-
ber of the natives, which was alsc publicly tabooed ; this arrange-
ment was made in order to prevent the chief from keeping the
present himself, or substituting another of inferior value.

“By sunset we had purchased a sufficiency of fresh provisions
to last us to China; we therefore prepared to make sail, in order
to proceed to Atooi (Kauai) and Oneeheow (Niihau) ; but the
number of natives, and the women in particular, were so great,
not only covering the decks, where there was any room, but even
clinging to the rigging, that we were under the necessity of brib-
ing them with presents of some kind or other to procure their de-
parture. Some of the women took to their canoes, but the
greater part plunged into the sea, and swam to the shore—The
ship was no sooner cleared of its visitors, than it began to blow
very fresh, when the top-sails were reefed, and we stood under
an easy sail for the island of Mowee (Maui).

“We now immediately set to work in killing the hogs, and
salting down the meat for sea-store. We followed the mode pre-
scribed by Captain Cook, who would deserve the gratitude of
his country, of every maritime people, and of humanity at large,
if his discoveries had been confined even to those improvements
he made in the interior government of ships and their crews. * * *

“QOct. 23, 1788 (Thursday). Light winds prevented our reach-
ing Atooi (Kauai) until the 23rd at noon, when we anchored in
Wymoa-bay (Waimea Bay). As we passed the other islands,
canoes continually came off to us with young pigs and sugar-
canes, which gave us an opportunity of completing our stock of
the latter. It was indeed fortunate that we had laid in our stores
of fresh provisions at Owhyhee (Hawaii) ; as, on passing Mowee
(Maui), Ranai (Lanai), Morotoi (Molokai) and Woahoo
(Oahu), not one large hog was brought off to us;—in all proba-
bility there was not sufficient time for that purpose as the ship
was passing.—

“At Woahoo (Oahu), indeed, we understood that the hogs, for
some reason or other, of which we were not informed, were at
that time under the taboo,—a kind of religious interdiction.

“We had no sooner cast anchor in Wymoa-bay (Waimea Bay)
that it began to blow so very strong as to prevent any canoes
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from coming off to the ship.—Indeed I had no other motive for
stopping here but to inform Taheo (Kaeo), the sovereign of it,
that his brother Tianna (Kaiana) would shortly return, and to
make him such presents, and take such measures as might be of
service to the chief, on his arrival at his native country, which
had been for some time in a state of distraction, from the tyranny
of its present government.

“Thursday, Oct. 23, 1788. During the whole of this day not
a canoe appeared ; but in the morning of the 24th though it con-
tinued to blow very fresh, a canoe came off with two men and a
girl; they brought a small pig and some cocoanuts; now was I a
little surprised when the two men, on entering the ship, began to
embrace my knees, and to cry out ‘Noota’; the name that I have
already observed, by which I was known in these islands, as well
as on the American coast. They then burst into tears, and en-
quired after Tianna (Kaiana).

“From these people I learned that Taheo (Kaeo), growing in-
firm, suffered himself to be entirely governed by Abinui
Crvid ), who has been already mentioned in the memoir of our
first voyage, and was the deadly foe of Tianna (Kaiana), Na-
maate-haw (Namakeha), another brother of Tianna (Kaiana)
and who was esteemed, after him, the bravest warrior of the
Sandwich Islands, had flew with his brother’s wife and children
to a distant part of the island, to escape from the cruel power of
Taheo (Kaeo); and that some part of their force was at this
time in arms.

“It was, therefore, a very natural measure for Taheo (Kaeo)
to forbid all communication between his subjects and us, as he
believed that we had brought back Tianna (Kaiana) again: and
an inhuman proscription had been published, threatening him
with instant death, if he should land on that island. But, not-
withstanding the taboo, these faithful people had ventured to
come off to us, in order to inform Tianna (Kaiana), whom they
supposed to be on board -our ship, of his danger.—Besides the
artless manner in which these men told their story, other cir-
cumstances occurred to convince us of the truth of it, No canoes
visited us, and we heard the conchs resounding from the distant
hills,—a certain prelude of war.

“Situated as we were, and without any other communication
with the island but that which the zeal of these two men had led
them to risk from a principle of affection, we could only, by their
means, inform Tianna’s (Kaiana’s) wife and brother of the ap-
proaching arrival of that chief, who would shortly return in a
situation to support them and himself against the unnatural pro-
ceedings of their tyrannic brother, and his inhuman minister.

o

&
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This consolatory and encouraging intelligence they undertook to
deliver, with certain presents to Namaatehaw (Namakeha), and
the wife of Tianna (Kaiana) and having received such as were
provided for themselves, they took a hasty leave, and paddled
swiftly to the shore. _

“Till the 25th (Saturday), at noon, we remained in expectation
of receiving some intelligence from the island; when not seeing
a single canoe in motion, we weighed, and proceeded to Onee-
heow, (Niihau) where we anchored about six o’clock in the even-
ing, nearly in the same position which we had occupied in the
preceding year.

“On arriving off this island we did not experience the opera-
tions of any prohibition against us; on the contrary, we were
surrounded by a crowd of natives, among whom were many of
our old friends, whom we perfectly recollected, so that the ship
was very shortly filled with visitors of all ages and both sexes.
But among several who expressed their joy to see us, and who
retained the remembrance of our kindness to them, was that af-
fectionate islander to whom some of our officers had formerly
given the well known, and I may add, honourable appelation of
‘Friday’; and if any of the companions of my former voyage
should peruse this page, they, I am sure, will recollect with
somewhat of a grateful remembrance, the friendly and.faithful
services of honest Friday. Those services he now repeated; in-
deed, on the first sight of the ship, he swam off to make an offer
of them, and they proved of the utmost importance to us.

“We had at this time neither bread or flour on board, and de-
pended on procuring a quantity of yams sufficient to supply our
wants during the remainder of the voyage. But as this was not
the season for them, and they were too young to be dug up, we
should have found it a matter of great difficulty to have ob-
tained a sufficient quantity, if our friend Friday had not under-
taken the important negotiation. We therefore provided him
with such articles as were the most likely to forward our pur-
poses; and, by his influence and perseverence, assisted with the
bribes in his possession, he persuaded many of his friends to dig
up the largest yams they could find, and bring them to market;
so that we at length obtained several tons of these most neces-
sary provisions by the morning of the 27th; and at noon we pre-
pared to put to sea. I am really at a loss how to describe the
very marked concern, both in words and looks, that the inhab-
itants of this island expressed, when they were informed of our
approaching departure. Friday, however, remained to the last,
and with him I entrusted a letter to Captain Douglas, with the
strictest injuncion to deliver it into his own hands, whenever he



1788 11

should arrive ; which commission he readily undertook, and faith-
fully performed, as will appear in that part of the Iphigenia’s
voyage which relates to the Sandwich Islands.

“The subject of this letter was to inform Captain Douglas of
the political state of Atooi (Kauai), and to recommend such ar-
rangement respecting Tianna (Kaiana), as might tend to rein-
state him in his rights, or place him where he might be secure
from the menaced injuries of his unnatural brother. Nor was
Friday forgotten, whose fidelity and attachment were already
known to Captain Douglas, who was an officer on board my ship
during our first voyage. I now presented that good fellow with
such articles as I well knew would afford him the satisfaction he
deserved ; when after securing them in his maro (malo) which is
a cloth that these people wear around their middle, he plunged
into the sea; and as he swam towards the shore, from time to
time turned his head towards us, and waived one hand, while he
buffetted the billows with the other.

“The wind blew fresh from the East North East, when we
weighed anchor, and very soon lost sight of the island of Onee-
heow (Niihau).”

VISIT OF THE IPHIGENIA, CAPTAIN WM, DOUGLAS

The voyage of the “Iphigenia” is now given from the time of
her separation from the “Felice” on Tuesday, February 12, 1788,
in the Philippines. She proceeded to the northwest coast of
America, with King George’s Sound as a rendezvous, touching at
Johnsons Island and other islands on the voyage.

“On Sunday, March 16, 1788, ‘Tawnee’ (Kane), a Sandwich
Islander, from his watchful care and anxiety during Tianna’s
(Kaiana’s) illness was now sick himself. Several others of the
crew were also sick. Tianna (Kaiana) was now entirely recov-
ered, and owed the re-establishment of his health to the Peruvian
bark, which operated almost miraculously upon the chief of Atooi
(Kauai).

“The poor amiable islander (Tawnee) at length baffled all the
care which was bestowed upon him.—A continual bleeding at the
nose was the first symptom ; and when that stopped, a fever suc-
ceeded, which seemed for some short time to yield to the bark; but
the disorder at length triumphed, and Tawnee (Kane) was the
victim. About one o’clock, on the 23rd, he quitted this world, and
was consigned, with the regret of every one on board, to a
watery grave.

They arrived at the North West Coast and cruised along
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same until on Thursday, Aug. 28, 1788, they met the Felice in
Friendly Cove.

Monday, Oct. 27, 1788. The “Iphigenia” remained in Friendly
Cove after the departure of the “Felice,” till the 27th of October,
the interval of which was employed in fitting the “North West
America” (which they had just built) for sea and making such
other\ preparations as their approaching voyage rendered neces-
sary.—At noon, on that day, they quitted Nootka Sound, and pro-
ceeded on their way to the Sandwich Islands;—at day light on
Dec. 6, 1788, the “Iphigenia” and her consort (“The North West
America”) were in sight of Hawaii.

“The West end of the island then bore South South West,
three quarters West, distant nine or ten leagues; and the island
of Mowee (Maui) bore West, distant seven leagues. The wind
having drawn round to South South West, occasioned them to
run over to the South East side of Mowee (Maui).

“Tianna (Kaiana) whose impatience since the “Iphigenia” left
Samboingan, had sometimes broken forth into violent anger, and
might have been expected, on approaching his native country, to
have assumed the shape of most violent joy, became grave and
thoughtful; and any occasional eagerness which animated his
looks and actions, when they drew nigh to the Sandwich Islands,
rather implied the anxiety of expectation, than sensations of
pleasure—He knew enough of the situation of his country to
cause a very powerful contest between hope and fear in his bosom ;
and those apprehensions of danger which weighed nothing with
him when sailing over distant seas seemed, in some degree, to
oppress his spirits, when he was about to encounter it. It was
certainly a period of most painful suspense, as he was uncertain
whether the treasures he possessed would be employed to elevate
him into consequence, or to purchase his safety —whether they
would be allowed to enrich himself, or seized, to form the wealth
of others.—He had left his island in a state of peace, but he had
every reason to fear that he should find it in a state of war;—or
at least under the government of an usurped power, which he
could not for a moment suppose would be friendly to him. Such
appeared to be the state of Tianna’s (Kaiana’s) mind on arriv-
ing among his native islands.

- “We had no sooner appeared off Mowee (Maui) than a great
number of canoes came -off with hogs, yams and plantains.—On
this side of the island there is a large town, the residence of
Titeeree (Kahekili), the sovereign of Mowee (Maui), who was
at this time on a visit to Taheo (Kaeo), king of Atooi (Kauai),
in whose absence the government was left to the care of Harwal-
lenee ( ), brother in law of Tianna (Kaiana), of






