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TT Leaders to go to Washington

A delegation from the Congress of Micronesia left
March 14 for Washington, D.C. to lobby for 100 percent
payment of War Claims under Title |l of the Micronesian
War Claims Act of 1971.

Ajudicated claims have exceeded available funds for
Title 11 by some $12 million.

The Joint Committee on Micronesian War Claims was
created by adoption of House Joint Resolution No. 7-32
of the Seventh Congress. The mission to Washington was
headed by Joint Committee Chairman, Representative
Kuniwo Nakamura of Palau, and including Vice Chairman
Edgar Edwards of Ponape, and Rep. Ruben Zackhras of
the Marshall Islands District.

The Committee sent a cable to the Congress of
Micronesia’s Micronesian Washinton Office informing
Liaison Officer Leo Falcam of the impending trip, and
also to the districts informing the speakers of the district
legislatures.

In the dispatches, the Committee noted that while it
“would have liked to consult” with the various
legislatures, and special war claims groups established in
Palau and the Northern Mariana Islands, that “‘time is of
the essene” and that it was understood that all the
districts supported full payment for Title Il claims.

The group would attempt to lobby for having the
necessary funding authorized along with the regular Trust
Territory Budget for 1978, the hearings for which are now
taking place in Washington.

Their dispatch said they were aware that the war claims
issue was a complex one, and that therefore its resolution
“requires the effort of all established bodies on war claims
and the district legislatures, including the Legislature of
the Northern Mariana Islands.

“It is the hope of the Joint Committee. .. that a
forum can be found for representatives from each district,
including the NMI, to identify the remaining war claims
issues and ways to obtain full compensation from the
governments concerned. Such a forum will be in the best
interests of all . . . our people,” it noted.,

Other members of the Joint Committee are
Representatives: Chiro Albert from Truk, John Haglelgam
from Yap, and Kasuo Isisaki from Kosrae, Counsel to the
Committee is COM staff attorney Arthur Ngiraklsong.

It is expected the group would remain in Washington,
D.C. for at least one week before returning and reporting
to the Congress and the district legislatures,

Acting High Commissioner J. Boyd Mackenzie signing the bill
enacted by the recently concluded Regular Session of the Congress
of Micronesia changing the official name of the new district of
Kusaie to Kosrae. L—R. Senator Hirosi Ismael, Acting HiCom
Mackenzie, Senator Joab Sigrah and Congressman Kasuo Isisaki.

U.S.-Micronesia: Status Talks

The following letter from U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus
Vance and Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus, addressed to
Speaker of the House of Representatives Bethwel Henry
and President of the Senate Tosiwo Nakayama, Congress
of Micronesia, and to the Speaker of each district
legislature of the Trust Territory was received during the
weekend. It states:

“We wish to assure you of our interest in close U.S.
relations with Micronesia, and our confidence that we can
negotiate an agreement on the future status of Micronesia
that will serve the interests of the people of Micronesia
and the United States.

“Our government is presently conducting a thorough
and wide-ranged review of its position on Micronesia. We
expect to complete this study by early spring. We should
like therefore, to propose that representatives of
Micronesia meet with representatives of the United States
in late April or early May for a full discussion of our
relationship, and of how we might best proceed with
detailed negotiations on the future status of Micronesia.

(continued on page 2)



More on Status Talks

(continued from page 1)

“We ask each of you to whom this letter is addressed
to advise us, either in a coordinated reply or separately, of
the names of those from Micronesia who would attend
this meeting. The exact dates and location of the meeting
will then be decided upon by your representatives and the
U.S. representatives.

‘We look forward to your early response and to a
fruitful discussion of these issues which are so important
both to Micronesia and to the United States.” ‘

The preceeding was a letter from Secretary of State
Vance and Secretary of Interior Andrus, to various
Micronesian political leaders relating to future political
status.

Yap Celebration

More than half the population of Yap proper showed
up for the annual Yap Day Celebration held March 1st,
according to Yap Public Information Officer Willie
Gorongfel. Games, feasts and dances were among the main
attractions of the day’s events.

The day began with a march of elders, involved in the
Old Age Program, dressed in colorful old Yapese attire.
The group marched from the age program site to the
celebration ground where the crowd was waiting. The
same group of Yapese old men and women also opened
the ceremonies with their program which included chants
used by the Yapese when they quarried stone money from
Palau, songs for social drinking, and other old Yapese
chants. Students from the various schools also
participated in local games and dances with the
supervision of the old age people. These included
children’s clapping chants, folk dances, and pulling of

stone money, accompanied by chants designed for that:

type of work.
There were many booths set up in the field where a
variety of local delicacies were on sale. There were all

kinds of local food as well as other Yapese traditional -

items, such as locally woven leis and baskets of betel nuts.

Speaker of the Yap District Legislature, Joachim
Falmog, and District Administrator, Edmund Gilmar,
delivered remarks during the celebration. Both remarks
reflected the purpose of the occasion. They reminded the
crowd that Yap Day was designed to reflect the old
Yapese customs and cultures and to observe the real life
of the Yapese people.

Gilmar stated that in the past a great deal of emphasis
was placed on observing either territory-wide or
international holidays’. Both expressed willingness to
solicit the support of the Yapese people in preserving this
day for the Yapese people.

Main events in the afternoon included two baseball
games played by four teams and a men’s sitting dance also
performed by the old age program participants. Evening
entertainment was topped by exotic music played by a
local band followed by free movies provided by the Coast
Guard station in Yap.

Yap District Day was established by the Yap District
Legislature to honor Yapese culture and customs as well
as the traditional Yapese way of life.
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Mackenzie for HiCom

Truk Senator Nick Bossy has recommended to United
States Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus that J. Boyd
Mackenzie, Acting High Commissioner, be appointed High
Commissioner for the Trust Territory.

“The people of Micronesia need and deserve someone
who can work closely with the Congress of Micronesia and
the people of Micronesia and | believe that Mr. Mackenzie
is that person,” Bossy said in his cable to Secretary
Andrus.

Mackenzie, who is presently in Washington D.C. for the
budget hearings, has lived in Micronesia for over 20 years,
has served as District Administrator in several districts,
and is “thoroughly knowledgeable with Micronesian
problems and cultures,”” Bossy declared.

The Truk Senator pointed out that any new High
Commissioner will take at least six months to one year to
become oriented with the islands and will also have to
depend upon the “‘advice and counsel of members of his
administration whose proven abilities’ vary in degree of
quality and appropriateness.”’

““Because the Trusteeship era is now drawing to a close,
and because continuity in administration is crucial to the
transition to a new government, | strongly recommend
Mr. Mackenzie to this position,” concluded the Truk
lawmaker.

Mackenzie has been acting High Commissioner since
the resignation of Peter T. Coleman from that position
February 28. Coleman is presently in Honolulu on a
temporary assignment at the Trust Territory Liaison
Office there.

Superport

Hearings Scheduled

United States Senator Henry M. Jackson has invited
the members of the Palau District Legislature to
participate in his committee’s hearings on the proposed
supertanker port for Palau.

The hearings will begin in Washington, D.C. March
24th.

Senator Jackson heads the U.S. Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, formerly the Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs. The Palau Legislature has
organized a group that will travel to Washington to
present its views on the issue.

In a related development, three members of the Palau
Legislature were on Saipan to brief Palauans on steps that
have been taken regarding the proposed superport. The
group included Legislators Ngiratkel Etpison, Masaichi
Etiterngel, and Tosiwo Nakamura.

The group was joined by five Iranians who, along with
the Palau_ Legislators, explained the various steps leading
to the establishment of a superport in Palau.

The Palau Legislators also indicated in the Saipan

- meeting that two groups will be travelling this spring to

inspect port and oil facilities in Singapore and Japan to
see what implications they might have for the proposed
Palau superport. The Palau Legislature is funding the two
trips, it was indicated.



Mangefel Disappointed on COM

A very disappointed Senator John Mangefel arrived
home (Yap) after the conclusion of the First Regular
Session of the Seventh Congress of Micronesia on Saipan.
Senator Mangefel took issue with the Congress for it's
““lack of ability” to serve the people.

The flamboyant Senator who is known for his ability
to introduce tongue-n-cheek measures to deliver his
messages, declared that the Seventh Congress of
Micronesia spent most of its valuable time fighting the
U.S. and ignoring those approaches which will take
Micronesia toward sound economic stability. “This is a
battle which we (the Congress of Micronesia), will never
win,” Mangefel said.

The Yapese Senator prefaced his remarks by citing an
example in which the Congress voted to override two
measures vetoed by Acting High Commissioner J. Boyd
Mackenzie. They are the 200-mile economic zone for
Micronesia and a bill requiring reconfirmation of persons
appointed by and with the advice and consent of the
Congress of Micronesia whenever a new High
Commissioner takes office. Both measures have been
repassed and sent to Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus for
final disposition.

Senator Mangefel wondered why the Congress of
Micronesia is so concerned over the High. Commissioner’s
veto which might stir verbal arguments between them and
the U.S. Government while at the same time it ignores the
needs of the people of Micronesia. “Such needs,”
according to the Senator, “are those within the scope of
economic development and unity among the Micronesian
people.”

“How can we override the High Commissioner’s veto
while there is no unity among us?’’ asked the disappointed
Senator. Mangefel said that the Congress of Micronesia
must have one voice to fight unitedly. Otherwise, the
Congress of Micronesia will be “laughed at.”

The Yapese lawmaker then offered an approach to a
solution. First, is to find out whether Micronesia is united
or not. “If we find no solution to a Micronesian unity
then it would be much better to abolish the Congress of
Micronesia and allow each of the districts to negotiate
their own future. It is like building a house on the water
with no solid foundation,” Mangefel said. He added:
“That is why other districts have lost faith in the Congress
of Micronesia.” :

He expressed his feeling that nothing was done to
improve the Micronesian economy during the recent
session.

In the area of political status, Mangefel charged that
the Congress of Micronesia has spent too much money
“year in — year out’ in dealing with the question. He said
if that money were utilized to develop the economy of
Micronesia ‘it will produce’’ positive results. Nine years of
negotiations with no results and enormous spending is
“’just too much”’, concluded Senator John Mangefel.

Canham on NML Budget

Northern Marianas Resident Commissioner Erwin D.
Canham approved a bill authorizing a $767,857 budget
for the 22-member Marianas Legislature “reluctantly”’.

Canham called the bill ““a decision for which this
legislature will be remembered’”’ and noted most U.S.
legislatures are barred from raising salaries during terms of
then-sitting members, acé¢ording to KJQR News.

I believe it is the legislator’s prerogative to determine
the expenditure for its own operation,” said Canham,
adding, “it would be irresponsible not to point out the
tremendous escalation of expenditures proposed by this
one-year legislature.”

Salaries of the present Senators are to be increased
from $8,000 to $10,000 while the Speaker will receive
$12,000. j

" Of the $767,857, compensation and expenses for
members amounts to $266,418; staff administration and
salary, $257,819; the office of legislative counsel,
$100,320 and another $143,300 will go for “‘special
appropriations’’ to eight committees.

Canham termed the salary raises “‘remarkable” ... in
the face of the serious and carefully debated decision of
the Constitutional Convention to limit legislative salaries
at $8,000 a year."”

Each member is allocated $600 for “official
representation’’. Another $4,000 is set aside for ““official
entertainment” and the “Holdover Committee” of
legislative officers received $3,000 “emergency fund.”
The amount of $65,000 is appropriated to send a
delegation to Washington to “‘sell” the recently approved
Constitution for the Commonwealth of the Northern
Marianas. :

—
.Missing Canoes

Two Yap canoes with nine men on board were lost
March 4 on a trip from Woleai to Ifalik atolls in Yap
District. A massive air search by Navy and Air Force
planes on Guam was launched immediately but had to be
suspended on March 9 without success. On March 12, the
Trust Territory vessel MV James Cook found one of the
missing canoes drifting in the vicinity of Euripik Atoll,

"~ about 60 miles southwest of Woleai. All five persons on
board were in good condition. Another air search began
following the rescue of the first canoe, but to date the
second canoe with four persons on board has not been
located.

—



DISASTER KNOW-HOW
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LITTLE OR NO WARNING. DURATION USUALLY LESS THAN ONE MINUTE, NOT
CONSTANT SO THERE MAY BE SEVERAL SECONDS BETWEEN TREMORS. THERE
MAY BE AFTERSHOCKS AT ANY TIME AFTER THE INITIAL SHAKE.

1. KEEP CALM — DON'T RUN OR PANIC. REMEMBER! DEATHS AND INJURIES
FROM PANIC ACTION OUTNUMBER THOSE RESULTING FROM THE QUAKE.

2. IF OUTSIDE — GET TO AN OPEN SPACE AND STAY THERE. STAY AWAY FROM
WALLS OF BUILDINGS WHICH MAY COLLAPSE, UTILITY POLES, AND DOWNED
WIRES WHICH COULD CAUSE INJURY OR DEATH. IF YOU ARE IN A CAR STOP
IN THE NEAREST OPEN SPACE. STAY IN THE CAR.

3. IF INSIDE A STRONG BUILDING WHICH SURVIVES AN EARTHQUAKE STAY
INSIDE. GOING OUTSIDE IEXPOSES YOU TO FLYING OR FALLING DEBRIS
AND LOOSE WIRES. INSIDE THE HOUSE, GET IN AN INTERNAL DOORWAY OR
UNDER A DESK, TABLE OR BED. STAY NEAR THE INNER WALLS AND AWAY
FROM GLASS WINDOWS AND DOORS.

4. WHEN THE SHAKING IS FINISHED — CHECK FAMILY AND NEIGHBORS. TAKE
CARE OF INJURED, IF ANY. CHECK HOME FOR FIRES, WALL AND WINDOW
DAMAGE, CLOSETS AND STORAGE AREAS. IF PIPES ARE BROKEN SHUT OFF
MAIN VALVE. IF THERE IS AN ELECTRICAL SHORT CIRCUIT, CUT OFF
ELECTRICITY AT THEMETER BOX. USE TELEPHONES ONLY IN AN EMERGENCY.
KEEP YOUR CAR OFF THE ROADS EXCEPT IN AN EMERGENCY. MOVE DOWN
DISPLACED HEAVY OBJECTS WHICH MIGHT FALL IF THERE IS AN
AFTERSHOCK. CHECK WITH OFFICIALS. THEY MAY NEED YOUR HELP.

5. DON TBELIEVE ALL YOU HEAR. DON'T SPREAD RUMORS.
SEEK OFFICIAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION

6. TURN ON RADIO — FOLLOW OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS.

‘DISASTER CONTROL OFFICE — HEADQUARTERS

TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS.
- ~ SAIPAN, M. 1. DCO — 035







