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i CONTINUING THE GO FOR BROKE TRADITION

Speech of

UNITED STATES SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA 

AT THE NISEI VETERANS REUNION

Hyatt Regency Hotel 

Los Angeles, California 

Friday, August 6, 1982

Col.
Thank you very much^Young (Kim), for your generous 

introduction. Supervisor Hahn, fellow Nisei Veterans, and 

guests: ALOHA!

It is a real pleasure and a privilege to be with you 

TONIGHT, AND I CAN SEE THAT THIS IS GOING TO BE ONE OF OUR MOST 

SUCCESSFUL REUNIONS TO DATE. TALL STORIES ARE ALREADY BEING 

SWAPPED ABOUT THE ITALIAN, FRENCH OR GERMAN BEAUTY WHO WAS

"just crazy about me." And the stories somehow grow taller as

WE ATTAIN THE RANK OF SENIOR CITIZENS. I RECALL ATTENDING THE 

BIRTHDAY PARTY OF ONE OF MY IOOtH BATTALION BUDDIES RECENTLY, 

WHEN HE ASKED ME, "Eh, SPARKY, WHEN YOU WERE MESS OFFICER OF THE 

Company in Italy, what was that stuff you used to put in our 

SOUP TO SLOW US DOWN, SO THAT WE WOULDN'T GO CHASING AFTER THE 

Italian wahines?" (etc.)
QllSo 5T0CV op FlRVT Z GeR-MPHV f3^!SW£#$ )



Every time that I address a group of Nisei Veterans, I am 

REMINDED OF THE HIGH ESTEEM IN WHICH THEY ARE HELD THROUGHOUT 

THE WORLD BY THOSE WHO KNOW ABOUT THE IOOtH INFANTRY BATTALION, 

the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and the Military Intelligence 

Service. We can take justifiable pride in the fact that the 

remarkable story of these three remarkable military units is a 

TREASURED PART OF AMERICAN HISTORY.

And, yet, our story, and the "Go For Broke" tradition 

WHICH WE ESTABLISHED ON THE BATTLEFIELD AND AFTER OUR RETURN 

TO CIVILIAN LIFE, DESERVES MORE THAN A FEW PAGES IN THE HISTORY 

BOOKS. IN OUR STORY, CAPSULED BY OUR MOTTOS, "Go FOR BROKE," 

and "For Continuing Service," there is a vital and living 

MESSAGE FOR THE YOUTH OF TODAY AND FOR OTHER MINORITY GROUP 

MEMBERS. IT IS A MESSAGE OF HOPE FOR THOSE WHO STILL STRUGGLE 

TO ACHIEVE THE AMERICAN DREAM.

AS STUDENTS IN AMERICAN SCHOOLS, WE WERE TAUGHT THAT 

UNDER OUR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT, ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL AND 

ENDOWED WITH CERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS, INCLUDING LIFE, LIBERTY 

AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. We WERE TAUGHT THAT, AS AMERICANS.
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REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR OR GREED, VIE COULD ASPIRE TO THE HIGHEST 

OFFICE IN THE LAND,

But this belief has been severely tested during our lifetime. 

The most serious test came after the attack on Pearl Harbor on 

December 7, 1941. At that time, there were some 294,900 persons 

of Japanese ancestry in the United States — 127,090 in the 

CONTINENTAL U, S. AND 267,000 IN THE TERRITORY OF HAWAII. OVER 

3,000 Nisei were already serving in the Armed Forces, having 

BEEN INDUCTED THROUGH THE SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM FROM 

November 1, 1940 to November 1, 1941. In Hawaii, many Nisei 

WHO LATER FORMED THE lOOTH INFANTRY BATTALION WERE SERVING AS 

VOLUNTEERS IN THE HAWAII NATIONAL GUARD, WHICH HAD BEEN 

FEDERALIZED. WHEN IT APPEARED THAT AN INVASION OF HAWAII WAS 

IMMINENT, ALL AMERICAN TROOPS IN THE ISLANDS, REGARDLESS OF 

RACE OR ANCESTRY, STOOD SIDE BY SIDE, ON THE BEACHES AND IN 

TRENCHES, FULLY PREPARED TO REPEL THE ENEMY. In FACT, ONE NlSEI 

SOLDIER WAS KILLED DURING THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR. Two OTHERS 

SUCCEEDED IN CAPTURING THE FIRST TWO JAPANESE PRISONERS OF WAR 

WHEN THEIR TWO-MAN SUBMARINE RAN AGROUND AT WAIMANALO BeACH ON
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Oahu, But, when the Battle of Midway was brewing and Japanese 

NAVAL INVASION OF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS BECAME A REMOTE POSSIBILITY, 

fellow Americans of non-Japanese ancestry suddenly turned to us 

of Japanese ancestry and looked at us with a suspicious eye, as 

if to say, "Why, he's a Jap." Some of you may have read the 

CLASSIC STORY IN TOM MURPHY'S AMBASSADORS IN ARMS ABOUT TWO 

American soldiers manning a machine gun nest on a beach on Oahu 
THE ST9R'-/ Rrl fries 7lffr7

in mid-December, 1941. ^The soldier of Hawaiian descent turns 

to the Japanese American and says, "Eh, if the Japs come, who 

YOU GOING SHOOT, DEM OR ME?" THE RESPONSE: "WHO YOU TINK, 

stupid? Me as good American as you!" It was shortly thereafter 

THAT ALL OF US OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY WHO WERE SERVING IN 

American uniform in Hawaii were ordered to turn in our arms 

AND AMMUNITION AND WERE CORRALLED AT SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, HOW 

VIVIDLY I RECALL THAT SAD DAY IN MAY 1942, WHEN AS EXECUTIVE 

Officer of a rifle company on the Island of Molokai I was 

ORDERED TO HAND OVER MY SIDE ARMS TO MY SUPERIOR OFFICER. I 

FELT LIKE THE LAST OUNCE OF LOYALTY AND PRIDE AS AN AMERICAN 

WAS BEING SQUEEZED OUT OF ME.
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On the Mainland, the situation was, if anything, worse, 

Rumors were rampant that Japanese war planes had been spotted 

off the West Coast, and erroneous reports of follow-up attacks 

on the continental United States abounded, Some two months 

after the attack on Pearl Harbor, in February 1942, President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066. This 

Executive Order gave to the Secretary of War the authority to 

designate "Military Areas," and to exclude "any or all" 

PERSONS FROM SUCH AREAS. PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF SUCH 

MILITARY RESTRICTIONS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS 

in Public Law 77-503, enacted in March 1942. The first 

Civilian Exclusion Order was issued by the Military Commander 

of the Western District on March 24, 1942, and it marked the 

BEGINNING OF THE EVACUATION OF SOME 129,000 JAPANESE AMERICANS 

AND THEIR PARENTS FROM THE WEST COAST. ALTHOUGH THEY HAD 

COMMITTED NO CRIME, THEY WERE COMPELLED TO LEAVE HOMES AND 

BUSINESSES AND WERE MOVED TO TEN "RELOCATION CENTERS" FURTHER 

INLAND. IN A REPORT ON THE TREATMENT OF NlSEI PUBLISHED MUCH 

LATER, THE SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM DESCRIBED AS A "TYPICAL"
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CAMP THE ONE LOCATED AT MlNIDOKA, IDAHO, ACCORDING TO THE REPORT

Minidoka was (quote)

"...A CITY OF TAR-PAPER BARRACKS LOCATED IN A 

REMOTE SPOT IN THE STATE WITH A POPULATION OF 

about 9,000, It had schools, a hospital, a 

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, CHURCHES AND A CEMETERY, 

Living quarters were inadequate, one family to 

a room, and central mess halls, Recreational 

FACILITIES WERE MEAGER.... THE SETTLEMENT WAS 

ENTIRELY SURROUNDED BY BARBED WIRE WITH WATCH 

TOWERS AT INTERVALS. ORDER WAS MAINTAINED BY 

the Relocation Authority within the area, but 

IT WAS GUARDED BY MILITARY POLICE OUTSIDE. No 

ONE ENTERED OR LEFT WITHOUT A PASS." (END OF QUOTE.) 

What better description could there be of a concentration 

camp! It was in the atmosphere of such so-called "relocation 

camps" that the legendary 442nd Regimental Combat Team was 

born. For, after some two years of excluding Nisei from the 

ARMED FORCES AND CLASSIFYING THEM WITH ENEMY ALIENS, THE WAR
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Department decided, in 1945, that such troopsacould be profitably

EMPLOYED AND A PROPOSAL TO ACCEPT JAPANESE AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS

WAS APPROVED BY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. ROOSEVELT WROTE (QUOTE)

"NO LOYAL CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES SHOULD

BE DENIED THE DEMOCRATIC RIGHT TO EXERCISE THE

RESPONSIBILITIES OF HIS CITIZENSHIP REGARDLESS

OF HIS ANCESTRY. THE PRINCIPLE ON WHICH THIS

COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED AND BY WHICH IT HAS ALWAYS

BEEN GOVERNED IS THAT AMERICANISM IS A MATTER

OF THE MIND AND HEART. AMERICANISM IS NOT,

/V/c-AND NEVER WAS, A MATTER OF RACE AND ANCESTRY, ^ a ^,l,t,r^.
THE CELL FdftVdLMM-r5®es wflj rsjwffDAND ^ry^J- w^e^>J?'^J'ft+^ ^

-n^ey we^EKy/ati/ t» ^^e twtt f«EJfi?&^F«<w^i. t^j ^' ojrr- 5
IT WAS IN THIS SPIRIT -- THE bO FOR BROKE SPIRIT —

THAT THE MEN OF THE IOOtH INFANTRY BATTALION, THE 442ND

Regimental Combat Team fought and died in World War II. Between

THEM, THE TWO UNITS RECEIVED, AMONG OTHER AWARDS, SEVEN 

Presidential Unit Citations, a Congressional Medal of Honor, 52 

Distinguished Service Crosses, 560 Silver Star Medals, more 

than 4,000 Purple Heart Medals and Oak Leaf Clusters, and more 

than 4,000 Bronze Star Medals with more than 12,000 Oak Leaf
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Clusters. The 100th Battalion alone suffered a 45 percent casualty 

rate. We were greeted upon our return from overseas by President 

Harry Truman, who said (quote)

"You FOUGHT NOT ONLY THE ENEMY. YOU FOUGHT 

PREJUDICE — AND YOU WON."

The record of the 442nd, the 100th Battalion, and the Nisei 

MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE HAS BEEN NO LESS 

IMPRESSIVE IN PEACETIME. We CAN TAKE JUSTIFIABLE PRIDE IN THE 

FACT THAT THROUGH OUR EFFORTS THE DISCRIMINATORY IMMIGRATION 

LAWS WHICH PREVENTED OUR PARENTS FROM BECOMING CITIZENS OF THE 

U. S. HAVE BEEN REPEALED. We CAN BE THANKFUL THAT THE INFAMOUS 

Emergency Detention Act, which permitted the imprisonment of 

American citizens in times of emergency without trial or 

CONVICTION, HAS BEEN REPEALED. We CAN BREATHE A SIGH OF RELIEF 

now that Executive Order 9066 and a host of other outmoded 

EMERGENCY WAR POWERS GRANTED TO PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES 

since the Civil War have been repealed.

Moreover, we, and our children, have benefitted from the

ENACTMENT OF PROGRESSIVE CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS SUCH AS THE ClVIL
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OF \O)t,t)
Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act^ and the Equal Employment 

Opportunity Act. We have benefitted from federal laws which 

PROVIDE AID TO EDUCATION SO THAT THE CHILD OF THE LABORER CAN 

ENJOY A GOOD EDUCATION ALONG WITH THE CHILD OF THE CORPORATION 

PRESIDENT. WE HAVE BENEFITTED FROM THE ENACTMENT OF MEDICARE 

and Medicaid, programs designed to provide adequate medical care 

FOR THE ELDERLY AND THE POOR. We HAVE BENEFITTED FROM FEDERAL 

PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE HOUSING AND JOBS FOR THE MIDDLE 

CLASS AND THE POOR.

YOU MIGHT THINK THAT THE BATTLE FOR A BETTER LIFE IN A 

GREATER AMERICA HAD BEEN WON. AND YET, IN THIS GREATEST OF 

ALL COUNTRIES, IT IS STILL POSSIBLE FOR AN IMMIGRANT, FLEEING 

OPPRESSION AND STARVATION, TO BE HELD FOR OVER A YEAR WITHOUT 

A HEARING IN A DETENTION CAMP SURROUNDED BY BARBED WIRE AND 

GUARDS, NOT BECAUSE HE IS A THREAT TO PUBLIC SAFETY, BUT BECAUSE 

HE IS BLACK. It IS STILL POSSIBLE FOR A BRAND NEW AMERICAN 

CITIZEN, WHO FLED FROM COMMUNISM IN AN ASIAN COUNTRY, TO BE 

DENIED A JOB AS A FISHERMAN ON THE GULF COAST. It IS STILL 

POSSIBLE FOR A BABY, BORN IN AMERICA TO IMMIGRANT PARENTS, TO
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DIE OF HUNGER AND DEHYDRATION, WITHOUT ADEQUATE MEDICAL CARE, IN 

A MIGRANT LABOR CAMP IN MARYLAND. It IS STILL POSSIBLE FOR 

Nisei and Sansei to be the victims of racial slurs and insults 

in Los Angeles, Detroit and other American cities simply because 

THEY LOOK "JAPANESE."

In Washington, D. C. and in state capitols throughout 

THE COUNTRY, THE CIVIL RIGHTS AND THE MATERIAL BENEFITS THAT 

WE FOUGHT SO HARD TO OBTAIN ARE UNDER ATTACK. It IS IN THIS 

CONTEXT THAT NlSEI VETERANS COULD CONTINUE THE "Go For BROKE" 

TRADITION AND INSPIRE OUR FELLOW AMERICANS WITH HOPE, WITH 

FAITH IN THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM, AND WITH THE COURAGE TO FIGHT 

FOR CHANGE. For THAT IS THE MEANING OF OUR STORY AND IT 

SHOULD BE TOLD AND RETOLD AGAIN AND AGAIN, NOT ONLY IN BOOKS 

AND IN ARCHIVES BUT IN OUR DAILY CONTACTS WITH OUR FELLOW 

CITIZENS. Our message must be that we should never retreat in 

OUR SEARCH FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY UNDER LAW; THAT WE SHOULD 

NEVER SURRENDER OUR BELIEF THAT HERE IN AMERICA YOU CAN FIGHT 

AGAINST PREJUDICE AND WIN; AND THAT REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR 

OR ANCESTRY THE AMERICAN DREAM IS STILL ATTAINABLE.
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Thank you very much,

# # #


