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i \CONTINUING THE GO FOR BROKE TRADITION

5
- SPEECH OF

UNITED STATES SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA
AT THE NISEI VETERANS REUNION
HyaTT Recency HoTEeL
Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
FRIDAY, AucusT 6, 1982

Col.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH,AYOUNG (K1M), FOR YOUR GENEROUS

INTRODUCTION. SUPERVISOR HAHN, FELLOW NISEI VETERANS, AND
GUESTS: ALOHA!

IT IS A REAL PLEASURE AND A PRIVILEGE TO BE WITH YOU
TONIGHT, AND [ CAN SEE THAT THIS IS GOING TO BE ONE OF OUR MOST
SUCCESSFUL REUNIONS TO DATE. TALL STORIES ARE ALREADY BEING
SWAPPED ABOUT THE ITALIAN, FRENCH OR GERMAN BEAUTY WHO WAS
“JUST CRAZY ABOUT ME.” AND THE STORIES SOMEHOW GROW TALLER AS
WE ATTAIN THE RANK OF SENIOR CITIZEN$. | RECALL ATTENDING THE
BIRTHDAY PARTY OF ONE OF MY 100TH BATTALION BUDDIES RECENTLY,
WHEN HE ASKED ME, "EH, SPARKY, WHEN YOU WERE MESS OFFICER OF THE
CoMPANY IN ITALY, WHAT WAS THAT STUFF YOU USED TO PUT IN OUR
SOUP TO SLOW US DOWN, SO THAT WE WOULDN'T GO CHASING AFTER THE

[TaLiaN waHINES?" (ETC.)
( HLs50 STeRY oF FIRST 2. GERMAN FLISINERS }




EVERY TIME THAT | ADDRESS A GROUP oF NISET VETERANS, I AM
REMINDED OF THE HIGH ESTEEM IN WHICH THEY ARE HELD THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD BY THOSE WHO KNOW ABOUT THE 100TH INFANTRY BATTALION,
THE H42ND REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM, AND THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE
SERVICE., WE CAN TAKE JUSTIFIABLE PRIDE IN THE FACT THAT THE
REMARKABLE STORY OF THESE THREE REMARKABLE MILITARY UNITS IS A
TREASURED PART OF AMERICAN HISTORY.

AND, YET, OUR STORY, AND THE "Go For BRrokg” TRADITION

WHICH WE ESTABLISHED ON THE BATTLEFIELD AND AFTER OUR RETURN

TO CIVILIAN LIFE, DESERVES MORE THAN A FEW PAGES IN THE HISTORY
BOOKS. IN OUR STORY, CAPSULED BY OUR MOTTOS, “Go For BROKE,”
AND “FOR CONTINUING SERVICE,” THERE IS A VITAL AND LIVING
MESSAGE FOR THE YOUTH OF TODAY AND FOR OTHER MINORITY GROUP
MEMBERS. IT IS A MESSAGE OF HOPE FOR THOSE WHO STILL STRUGGLE
TO ACHIEVE THE AMERICAN DREAM,

As STUDENTS IN AMERICAN SCHOOLS, WE WERE TAUGHT THAT
UNDER OUR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT, ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL AND
ENDOWED WITH CERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS, INCLUDING LIFE, LIBERTY

AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. WE WERE TAUGHT THAT, AS AMERICANS,
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REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR OR'EREED, WE COULD ASPIRE TO THE HIGHEST

OFFICE IN THE LAND,

BUT THIS BELIEF HAS BEEN SEVERELY TESTED DURING OUR LIFETIME.
THE MOST SERIOUS TEST CAME AFTER THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR ON
DecemBer 7, 1941, AT THAT TIME, THERE WERE SOME 294,900 PERSONS

OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY IN THE UNITED STATES -- 127,900 IN THE

cONTINENTAL U, S. AND 267,000 1N THE TERRITORY OF Hawari. Over

3,000 NISEI WERE ALREADY SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES, HAVING
BEEN INDUCTED THROUGH THE SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM FROM
NoveMBER 1, 1940 to NovemBer 1, 1941. IN Hawa11, Many NISEI
WHO LATER FORMED THE 100TH INFANTRY BATTALION WERE SERVING AS
VOLUNTEERS IN THE HAwAI1 NATIONAL GUARD, WHICH HAD BEEN
FEDERALIZED. WHEN IT APPEARED THAT AN INVASION OF HAWAIT WAS
IMMINENT, ALL AMERICAN TROOPS IN THE ISLANDS, REGARDLESS OF
RACE OR ANCESTRY, STOOD SIDE BY SIDE, ON THE BEACHES AND IN
TRENCHES, FULLY PREPARED TO REPEL THE ENEMY, I[N FACT, ONE NISEI
SOLDIER WAS KILLED DURING THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR. TWO OTHERS
SUCCEEDED IN CAPTURING THE FIRST TWO JAPANESE PRISONERS OF WAR

WHEN THEIR TWO-MAN SUBMARINE RAN AGROUND AT WAIMANALO BEACH ON
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OAHu. BuT, WHEN THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY WAS BREWING AND JAPANESE
NAVAL INVASION OF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS BECAME A REMOTE POSSIBILITY,
FELLOW AMERICANS OF NON-JAPANESE ANCESTRY SUDDENLY TURNED TO US

OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY AND LOOKED AT US WITH A SUSPICIOUS EYE, AS

IF TO SAY, "WHY, HE'S A JAP.” SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE READ THE

CLASSIC STORY IN ToM MURPHY's AMBASSADORS IN ARMS ABOUT TWO

AMERICAN SOLDIERS MANNING A MACHINE GUN NEST ON A BEACH ON OAHU

THE STORY RELHTCES TIRT
IN MID-DECEMBER, 1941, ATHE SOLDIER OF HAWAITIAN DESCENT TURNS

TO THE JAPANESE AMERICAN AND SAYS, "EH, IF THE JAPS COME, WHO
YOU GOING SHOOT, DEM OR ME?” THE RESPONSE: “WHO YOU TINK,
sTupID? ME AS GooD AMERICAN AS You!” IT WAS SHORTLY THEREAFTER
THAT ALL OF US OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY WHO WERE SERVING IN

AMERICAN UNIFORM IN HAWAII WERE ORDERED TO TURN IN OUR ARMS

AND AMMUNITION AND WERE CORRALLED AT SCHOFIELD BARRACkS. How
VIVIDLY | RECALL THAT SAD DAY IN May 1942, WHEN AS EXECUTIVE
OFFICER OF A RIFLE COMPANY ON THE ISLAND oF MoLokal [ was
ORDERED TO HAND OVER MY SIDE ARMS TO MY SUPERIOR OFFICER., I
FELT LIKE THE LAST OUNCE OF LOYALTY AND PRIDE AS AN AMERICAN

WAS BEING SQUEEZED OUT OF ME.
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ON THE MAINLAND, THE SITUATION WAS, IF ANYTHING, WORSE.
RUMORS WERE RAMPANT THAT JAPANESE WAR PLANES HAD BEEN SPOTTED
OFF THE WEST COAST, AND ERRONEOUS REPORTS OF FOLLOW-UP ATTACKS
ON THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES ABOUNDED. SOME TWO MONTHS
AFTER THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR, IN FEBRUARY 1942, PRESIDENT
FRANKLIN D. RooSEVELT 1ssued Executive ORDEr 9066. THIs
EXecuTiVE ORDER GAVE TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR THE AUTHORITY TO
DESIGNATE “MILITARY AREAS,” AND TO EXCLUDE “ANY OR ALL”

PERSONS FROM SUCH AREAS. PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATfON OF SUCH

MILITARY RESTRICTIONS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS

IN PuBLic Law 77-503, ENACTED IN MARCH 1942. THE FIRST
CiviLiAN ExcLusioN ORDER WAS ISSUED BY THE MILITARY COMMANDER
OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT oN MARcH 24, 1942, AND IT MARKED THE
BEGINNING OF THE EVACUATION OF SOME 129,000 JAPANESE AMERICANS
AND THEIR PARENTS FROM THE WEST COAST. ALTHOUGH THEY HAD

. THEIK
COMMITTED NO CRIME, THEY WERE COMPELLED TO LEAVE, HOMES AND
BUSINESSES AND WERE MOVED TO TEN “RELOCATION CENTERS” FURTHER

INLAND, IN A REPORT ON THE TREATMENT OF NISEI PUBLISHED MUCH

LATER, THE SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM DESCRIBED AS A “TYPICAL”
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CAMP THE ONE LOCATED AT MINIDOKA, IDAHO. ACCORDING TO THE REPORT,
MINIDOKA WAS (QUOTE)

“.v'A CITY OF TAR-PAPER BARRACKS LOCATED IN A

REMOTE SPOT IN THE STATE WITH A POPULATION OF

ABOUT 9,000, IT HAD SCHOOLS, A HOSPITAL, A

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, CHURCHES AND A CEMETERY,

LIVING QUARTERS WERE INADEQUATE, ONE FAMILY TO

A ROOM, AND CENTRAL MESS HALLS. RECREATIONAL

FACILITIES WERE MEAGER. ... HE SETTLEMENT WAS

ENTIRELY SURROUNDED BY BARBED WIRE WITH WATCH

TOWERS AT INTERVALS. ORDER WAS MAINTAINED BY

THE RELOCATION AUTHORITY WITHIN THE AREA, BUT

IT WAS GUARDED BY MILITARY POLICE OUTSIDE. No
ONE ENTERED OR LEFT WITHOUT A PASS.” (END OF QuOTE.)
WHAT BETTER DESCRIPTION COULD THERE BE OF A CONCENTRATION
cAMP! 1T WAS IN THE ATMOSPHERE OF SUCH SO-CALLED "RELOCATION
CAMPS"” THAT THE LEGENDARY 4U42ND REGIMENTAL CoMBAT TEAM WAS
BORN., FOR, AFTER SOME TWO YEARS OF EXCLUDING NISEI FROM THE

ARMED FORCES AND CLASSIFYING THEM WITH ENEMY ALIENS, THE WAR
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DEPARTMENT DECIDED, IN 1343, THAT SUCH TROOPS .COULD BE PROFITABLY f%’

EMPLOYED AND A PROPOSAL TO ACCEPT JAPANESE AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS
WAS APPROVED BY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. ROOSEVELT WROTE (QUOTE)
"No LOYAL CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES SHOULD
BE DENIED THE DEMOCRATIC RIGHT TO EXERCISE THE
RESPONSIBILITIES OF HIS CITIZENSHIP REGARDLESS
OF HIS ANCESTRY. THE PRINCIPLE ON WHICH THIS
COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED AND BY WHICH IT HAS ALWAYS
BEEN GOVERNED IS THAT AMERICANISM IS A MATTER
OF THE MIND AND HEART. AMERICANISM IS NOT,

N D NEVER WAS, A MATTER OF RACE AND ANCESTRY.'

THE cpll FoRr I\ifﬂ/ﬁ/‘f&@ﬁs Wi 15TUED AN wizsw X WEEKS, 10,070 /770 VeUN Tz,

THEY WERE . ARAIat] To PRIVE THPT FREIOENT [SeoUCIELT vehdd rR1a/77 - J
[T 'WAS IN THIS SPIRIT -- THE "Go ForR BROKE"” SPIRIT --

THAT THE MEN OF THE 100TH INFANTRY BATTALION, THE 442ND
REGIMENTAL ComBAT TEAM FOUGHT AND DIED IN WorLD WAR II. BETWEEN
THEM, THE TWO UNITS RECEIVED, AMONG OTHER AWARDS, SEVEN
PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CiTATIONS, A CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL oF HonoRr, 52
DisTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSSES, 560 SI1LVER STAR MEDALS, MORE

THAN 4,000 PurpLE HEART MEDALS AND OAKk LEAF CLUSTERS, AND MORE

THAN 4,000 Bronze STAR MEDALS WITH MORE THAN 12,900 0Oak LEAF
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CLUSTERS. THE 100TH BATTALION ALONE SUFFERED A 45 PERCENT CASUALTY
RATE. WE WERE GREETED UPON OUR RETURN FROM OVERSEAS BY PRESIDENT
HARRY TRUMAN, WHO SAID (QUOTE)
"You FOUGHT NOT ONLY THE ENEMY. YOU FOUGHT
PREJUDICE -- AND YOU WON.”
THE RECORD OF THE 442nD, THE 100TH BATTALION, AND THE NISEI

MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE HAS BEEN NO LESS

IMPRESSIVE IN PEACETIME: WE CAN TAKE JUSTIFIABLE PRIDE IN THE

FACT THAT THROUGH OUR EFFORTS THE DISCRIMINATORY IMMIGRATION
LAWS WHICH PREVENTED OUR PARENTS FROM BECOMING CITIZENS OF THE
U. S. HAVE BEEN REPEALED. WE CAN BE THANKFUL THAT THE INFAMOUS
EMERGENCY DETENTION ACT, WHICH PERMITTED THE IMPRISONMENT OF
AMERICAN CITIZENS IN TIMES OF EMERGENCY WITHOUT TRIAL OR
CONVICTION, HAS BEEN REPEALED. WE CAN BREATHE A SIGH OF RELIEF
NOow THAT Executive ORDER 9066 AND A HOST OF OTHER OUTMODED
EMERGENCY WAR POWERS GRANTED TO PRESIDENTS oF THE UNITED STATES
SINCE THE CIviL WAR HAVE BEEN REPEALED.

MOREOVER, WE, AND OUR CHILDREN, HAVE BENEFITTED FROM THE

ENACTMENT OF PROGRESSIVE CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS SUCH AS THE CiviL
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OF 1965
RiGHTS AcTt oF 1964, THE VoTiNG RiGHTS ACTn AND THE EQuUAL EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY AcT. WE HAVE BENEFITTED FROM FEDERAL LAWS WHICH

PROVIDE AID TO EDUCATION SO THAT THE CHILD OF THE LABORER CAN
ENJOY A GOOD EDUCATION ALONG WITH THE CHILD OF THE CORPORATION
PRESIDENT. WE HAVE BENEFITTED FROM THE ENACTMENT OF MEDICARE
AND MEDICAID, PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE MEDICAL CARE
FOR THE ELDERLY AND THE POOR. WE HAVE BENEFITTED FROM FEDERAL
PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE HOUSING AND JOBS FOR THE MIDDLE
CLASS AND THE POOR.

You MIGHT THINK THAT THE BATTLE FOR A BETTER LIFE IN A
GREATER AMERICA HAD BEEN WON. AND YET, IN THIS GREATEST OF
ALL COUNTRIES, IT IS STILL POSSIBLE FOR AN IMMIGRANT, FLEEING
OPPRESSION AND STARVATION, TO BE HELD FOR OVER A YEAR WITHOUT
A HEARING IN A DETENTION CAMP SURROUNDED BY BARBED WIRE AND
GUARDS, NOT BECAUSE HE IS A THREAT TO PUBLIC SAFETY, BUT BECAUSE
HE IS BLACK. IT IS STILL POSSIBLE FOR A BRAND NEW AMERICAN
CITIZEN, WHO FLED FROM COMMUNISM IN AN ASIAN COUNTRY, TO BE
DENIED A JOB AS A FISHERMAN ON THE GULF CoAsT. IT 1S STILL

POSSIBLE FOR A BABY, BORN IN AMERICA TO IMMIGRANT PARENTS, TO
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DIE OF HUNGER AND DEHYDRATION; WITHOUT ADEQUATE MEDICAL CARE, 1IN

A MIGRANT LABOR CAMP IN MARYLAND., IT IS STILL POSSIBLE FOR
NISEI AND SANSEI TO BE THE VICTIMS OF RACIAL SLURS AND INSULTS
IN Los ANGELES, DETROIT AND OTHER AMERICAN CITIES SIMPLY BECAUSE
THEY LOOK “JAPANESE.”

IN WasHinNGTON, D. C. AND IN STATE CAPITOLS THROUGHOUT
THE COUNTRY, THE CIVIL RIGHTS AND THE MATERIAL BENEFITS THAT
WE FOUGHT SO HARD TO OBTAIN ARE UNDER ATTACK. IT IS IN THIS
CONTEXT THAT NISEI VETERANS COULD CONTINUE THE "Go For BROKE”
TRADITION AND INSPIRE OUR FELLOW AMERICANS WITH HOPE, WITH
FAITH IN THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM, AND WITH THE COURAGE TO FIGHT
FOR CHANGE. FOR THAT IS THE MEANING OF OUR STORY AND IT
SHOULD BE TOLD AND RETOLD AGAIN AND AGAIN, NOT ONLY IN BOOKS
AND IN ARCHIVES BUT IN OUR DAILY CONTACTS WITH OUR FELLOW
CITIZENS., OUR MESSAGE MUST BE THAT WE SHOULD NEVER RETREAT IN
OUR SEARCH FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY UNDER LAW; THAT WE SHOULD
NEVER SURRENDER OUR BELIEF THAT HERE IN AMERICA YOU CAN FIGHT

AGAINST PREJUDICE AND WIN; AND THAT REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR

OR ANCESTRY THE AMERICAN DREAM IS STILL ATTAINABLE.
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH,




