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Figure 1. Honolulu in 1825; reproduced from map drawn by Lieut.
C. R. Maiden of H.B.M.S. Blonde, commanded by Lord Byron. The Blonde
came to Hawaii in 1825, bringing the bodies of Liholiho and his queen,
who had died the year before during a visit to London. Drawn thirteen
years before Honolulu's streets were laid out officially, this map indicates
that very few streets were recognizable in 1825. The road to the north-east
leads to the upper fort on Punchbowl Hill.



HONOLULU'S STREETS

By T. Blake CLARK, Ph.D.

In 1838, just one hundred years ago, English and American
merchants in Honolulu village leaned against their grass-shack
doorways and wondered whose place was going next. Those
kanakas were as busy as devils, pulling up fences, recklessly tear-
ing down or setting matches to "homes" and "business houses"
in the great new project of straightening Honolulu's streets. Like
the cartoon firemen of today who rush into a man's house with
axe drawn and leave his fine furniture a mangled wreck, these
early Hawaiians took more delight in the destructive than in the
constructive changes which they were busy making.

Merchants, especially the English, deplored the whole pro-
cedure. "It's not as if there were no streets in the place," they
complained. "After all, for years there have been what you might
call streets. The Sandwich Island Gazette two years ago even
dignified them with names—as if everybody doesn't know where
everybody else lives anyway !"*

Progress went on in spite of dissenters. Kinau, or Kaahu-
manu II, published the following proclamation:

I, Kaahumanu IT,
do hereby explain to you, O people of the foreign land and also to
those of these islands the work to be done on this year of ours. Here
is the work. I shall widen the streets in our city and break up some
new places to make five streets on the length of the land, and six
streets on the breadth of the land . . . .

That is why some of our streets are closed. Because of the lack
of streets some people were almost killed by horseback riders and the
rulers of the kingdom barely escaped in 1834. . . . Because the streets
lack yards, therefore that may be the reason for the filth and stench
and the too close living that cause people of the city to be sick. Because
of the lack of streets, there is much foul odor to offend the nose,
therefore, perhaps causing dull headaches. . . . Therefore do not hinder
with evil hearts. . . .

Kaahumanu II.

Then the Kuhina Nui added twenty-two names of people who
were to take charge of the new work. The one to head the list
was her husband, Governor Mataio Kekuanaoa. The Governor
threw all his enormous energy into the project. Honolulu was

* In 1825 Bloxam noted: "The streets are formed without order or regularity.
Some of the huts are surrounded by low fences or wooden stakes . . . As fires often
happen the houses arc all built apart from each other. The streets or lanes are
far from being clean . . . "
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going to be a planned town—no more of these corkscrew streets.
Two maps show us what Honolulu was like before Kekuanaoa

began his drastic changes. They were made in 1818 and 1819
respectively. What both show is that there was little orderly
arrangement of houses and streets, and that the bulk of the
population was clustered near the harbor, with a good scattering
along the banks of Nuuanu stream. The 1818 drawing, known
as the Golovnin map because it was done by draughtsman Tabule-
vitch on the voyage of the Russian ship Kamschatka, commander
Golovnin, lists six Honolulu landmarks important in the history
of the city's development. A "white Stone House" impressed the
draughtsman by its uniqueness. The old fort is given the promi-
nent place it deserved, and is called "Akaman's Fort," or "The
Chief's Fort." Then follow in one, two, three order the "House
of the Spaniard Manini," "House of the American ship-builders,"
the wharf or dock, and four clusters of native houses.

In 1819, the year following Golovnin's visit, the French
Captain de Freycinet sailed the Uranie into the harbor. De
Freycinet's visit is memorable for two. reasons. First, he brought
to these shores one of the earliest white women to reach Hawaii.
This was his wife, or, as some think, perhaps his mistress, who
was a stowaway. Women not being permitted to sail on French
naval vessels, she dressed in men's clothing and stayed on the ship
when it left France. And second, de Freycinet had on board
officer Duperrey," who has left us another old drawing of Hono-
lulu. Duperrey's, like the Golovnin map, shows the main settle-
ment to be between Nuuanu stream and the fort, but it also clearly
indicates a popular movement toward the Nuuanu stream. There
are some hundred and thirty-five thatched houses dotting this
area, forty of them right along the edge of the stream. At least
forty more settlers had forded the bridgeless stream and erected
huts on the other side.

One hundred thirty-five houses make a good start. We do
not know how many were added to these during the nineteen
years from the date of Captain de Freycinet's visit until 1838,
but there were doubtless enough to give Governor Kekuanaoa's
men considerable work to make them conform to any strictness
of line.

The situation was almost as if the Governor were starting with
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a mass of houses so undefined and conglomerate that he felt he
might as well lay out the city in perfect theoretical squares and
hew away. The streets or "big paths," already formed were
straggling, crooked, and narrow, necessitating the severe alter-
ations complained of by the merchants. But they were useful
in that they were considered streets and were probably followed
it; laying out the town.

The Sandwich Island Gazette, the progressive little paper al-
ready mentioned, in 1836 suggested names for only six streets.
Five of these exist today: King, Queen, Merchant, Fort, and
Kaahumanu. The sixth, Garden Lane, was a small street dividing
the block bounded now by Fort, Beretania, and Union streets.
Of these five, only Fort and Beretania have the same name first
given by the Gazette in 1836. Opinions now may differ as to
whether the later changes were made for the better: Queen street,
which it must be recalled, ran much nearer the water than it does
now since such a large area has been filled in, was Sea Street;
Merchant was called Exchange Street; Fort was called Queen;
and Kaahumanu, because native markets lined it, was Laulau
Lane and Beef Lane.

All these names varied. Though King Street has persisted,
it was called Church, Chapel, and even such commonplaces as
Main and Broadway. Beretania was sometimes Back Street, but
probably because the consul representing Britannia lived on it,
Beretania proved the most popular. King was frequently referred
to as Kawaiahao Street because of the church. When foreigners
did not vary these names, the Hawaiians did. Fort was Alanui
Papu, pa meaning "enclosure", and pu "gun." "Gun-enclosure"
gives as precise a picture of a fort as one could find. Merchant
was Alanui Kalepa and Alanui Kuai. King the Hawaiians re-
ferred to as Alanui Alii.

Although the Gazette suggested names for only six streets,
we know that Kekuanaoa had others to work on. The editor
himself said that there were other streets needing names and
hoped readers would suggest some. We can be fairly sure that
Nuuanu, "cool cliffs" was here. Because of the grog shops lining
the lower section of this street, the part from King down to the
waterfront was more familiarly known as Fid Street, "fid" being
the sailor's word for "a drink." Also definable at this early



date was that part of Hotel Street between Fort and Union,
though it was known as a part of Warren Square, so-called be-
cause William Warren "kept a genteel boarding-house there."

Union Street, was here, and also the little street running into
it, Branch Street, later given its present name, Adams Lane, for
the family of pre-missionary Alexander Adams. Alakea Street,
running then only from Beretania to King, was called by the
foreigners White Street, and by the Hawaiians Alakea, which also
literally means "white street," deriving its name from the white
coral rock with which it was paved. As we know, the Hawaiian
name persisted.

The village of Honolulu one hundred years ago was probably
in the shape of a slightly kapakahi rectangle bounded by four
alanui, "big paths": Beretania at the top, Queen below, really
only a pathway along the water's edge, and Nuuanu and Alakea
on each side. Governor Kekuanaoa's job was to give a semblance
of dignity and order to the town by straightening out these paths,
widening them, and adding new ones where they were needed.

Seven years later, in 1845, The Friend boasted for Honolulu
twenty-seven prominent chapels, schools, and government build-
ings besides forty-five business houses, and observed that Hono-
lulu was taking on the appearance not only of a civilized but
even "citified" place. "Measuring five-sixths of a mile long and
two-thirds wide . . . it may be questioned," the paper further
claimed, "whether there are many towns of its size in the world,
which are under better police and municipal regulations. Riots
and broils in our streets are rarely if ever known, while our
Sabbaths are proverbial for the quiet and order which reign."
Commander Wilkes, however, looks with less enthusiasm on the
little town. "The streets, if so they may be called, have no
regularity as to width, and are ankle-deep in light dust and sand.
Little pains are taken to keep them clear of offal; and in some
places, offensive sink-holes strike the senses, in which are seen
wallowing some old and corpulent hogs. One of these, which was
pointed out to us as belonging to the king, was tabooed, and con-
sequently a privileged personage."

In the year 1845, progressive Governor Kekuanaoa's govern-
ment employed a German surveyor, Mr. H. Ehrenberger, to
survey the streets and draw a map of the town. This drawing,
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reproduced in The Friend of October 1, 1845, shows that al-
though the town had not grown any from bottom to top, that is
from Queen to Beretania, it reached out on each side. Hotel,
King, and Queen streets all had pushed north across Nuuanu
beyond Smith Street, and even further south across Alakea and
the recent Richards Street, clear out to Punchbowl Street, the
city's Waikiki boundary.

With Punchbowl Street the town stopped. Beyond the mission
premises, there was but one house. On the other side of this
single structure, beyond where the Advertiser building is now,
was swamp; and from where Fernhurst is, clear out to Punahou,
there was not a blade of grass nor a shrub of any kind—only a
dry dusty waste called "The Plains". Honolulu's city limits,
then, in 1845 were: on the makai side, the harbor, the waters of
which came up to Queen Street; on the mauka side, Beretania.
above which, where the Princess Theater is now, there were few
if any residences other than the grass houses of Hawaiians; on
the Ewa side, Nuuanu Stream; and on the Waikiki side, the
swamps below, and the dreary, barren "Plains" above.

In only three years after surveyor Ehrenberger made his map,
the city pushed onward in three directions. Liliha, the street of
second importance in Nuuanu Valley, was laid out through taro
patches and named in honor of Liliha, the beautiful wife of Boki,
Governor of Oahu before Kekuanaoa. With good foresight, the
government also laid out the streets between Liliha and Nuuanu.
Vineyard, originally a short way leading to Don Paulo Marin's
grape orchard, was extended. Kukui Street was named for a
favorite kukui grove. School Street led to the famous Royal
School, the successor to the Royal School on Palace Walk, the
history of which has recently been told with charm in The Chiefs'
Children's School. Kuakini was named for five-hundred pound
Kuakini, or John Adams, Hawaiian governor of the Big Island
in the 1820's. Kuakini was noted for being one of the strongest
men in the world, and for his earnest desire to get into the
church—spiritually, that is; the physical doors were wide enough.

The next cross street up the valley was named for the Honor-
able G. P. Judd, whose "Sweet Home" was there. Liliha, later, was
prolonged to Wyllie, named in the forties for the Honorable R. C.
Wyllie, Minister of Foreign Affairs under Kamehameha III.



1 1

This further opening of Nuuanu Valley was a great develop-
ment, but it did not compare in audacity with the laying out
of the formidable "Plains", accomplished by surveyor Metcalf in
1846. A school had been started five years before at New Spring,
Ka Punahou, to which children journeyed across The Plains,
sometimes on foot, sometimes in the Chamberlain wagon drawn
by a white horse, again behind the Wilder donkey in a blue wagon.
Lydia Bingham, who lived in Honolulu's oldest frame building,
now standing across from the Mission Memorial building, used
to look from her second story window across The Plains all the
way to Punahou. She could see her mother leave the school to
come home. Over this bare prospect of The Plains, King and
Beretania Streets, known as the Lower Road and the Upper Road,
already ran a straggling course which changed as often as the dust
piled up deep. The section of Beretania beyond Punchbowl Street
was called Kamehameha. In this new tract, Young Street, mid-
way between and parallel to King and Beretania, was laid out and
named.

Athough many of the streets had been known by specific
names since the naming of them by the Sandwich Island Gazette,
it was not until 1850 that they received official designation. At
the same meeting of the Privy Council in which Honolulu was
officially declared a city and the capital of the Hawaiian Islands,
official names were given to thirty-five streets, walks, places and
lanes. Because so many of these names still exist after almost
one hundred years, they are of sufficient interest to repeat here:

Maunakea Street Beretania Place
Nuuanu Street Washington Place
Papu or Fort Street French Place
Kea Palace or Pa Halealii
Richards Stone House
Puawaina or Punchbowl Eden Hou-?e
Kawaiahao Kahuna Street
School-Lane Merchant Street
Adams Street Kaahumanu Street
Garden or Kihapai Marin or Manini Street
Crooked Lane or Keekee Street Mission Place
Smith's Lane Young Street
King Street Kamehameha Street
Queen Street Kinau Street
Hotel Street Victoria Street
Palace Walk or Hale Alii Washington Street
Printers Lane or Pai Palapala Keeaumoku Street
Beretania Street

Most of these thirty-five we still have. Perhaps the most
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obvious change in naming was the dropping of Beef Lane in
favor of Kaahumanu. Crooked Street exists no more, though one
might suggest more than a couple of streets the name would fit,
and Garden, or Kihapai Street, has been absorbed by Bishop.
Printers Lane was named for the mission printing shop, by which
it ran. It was called by the Hawaiians Pai Palapala, "printing
press". About one-half a block of this little street remains. It
probably has retained its original appearance of one hundred years
ago better than any other street in Honolulu. It is just mauka
of the Mission Memorial building. Palace Walk was absorbed
by Hotel Street when Hotel was extended beyond Richards Street.

At the beginning of The Plains, the first cross-street, Alapai,
was named for Julia Alapai, the wife of a prominent chief; and
near the middle of The Plains, Piikoi was named for Chief Jonah
Piikoi, father of the former delegate to Congress. Chief Piikoi
lived at the makai end of this street, in grounds boasting a grove
of coconut trees and a fine spring. Farther out, Keeaumoku
Street was named, perhaps for the father, more likely for the
brother of Kaahumanu, both of whom had this name. Running
parallel to and above Beretania was Kinau, named for High
Chiefess Kinau, Kuhina Nui, who was the daughter of Kameha-
meha the First and mother of Kamehameha Fourth and Fifth.
At the extreme end of this survey, across Punahou Street in the
Punahou lower pasture, Dole, Beckwith, Alexander, and Bingham
streets were laid out in 1880 by the Punahou School trustees.
All were named for prominent men: the first three were, in order,
presidents of the school; it was to the fourth, Hiram Bingham,
that Governor Boki made the original Punahou land grant in
behalf of the mission.

Although most of the actual settling of The Plains did not
come until the 1880's, after water was brought from Makiki
Valley, surveying and laying out of streets in this area continued
steadily after Metcalf's survey of 1846. Filling in the skeleton of
the latter, Mr. C. J. Lyons in 1874 laid out Lunalilo Street,
named for the king, who had died in February of that year, and
Pensacola, for the U. S. warship which had carried Lunalilo to
Hilo.

Wilder Avenue was at first called Stonewall Street for
Kaahumanu's wall there, but was changed by the clerks in Mr.
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S. G. Wilder's office. According to Mr. Lyons, the red tape
was not very binding in those days, and the people in the survey
office usually named the streets according to their own judgment,
without waiting for government orders or sanctions. Kapiolani
Street was opened in 1879 during Kalakaua's reign. So were
Lkelike and the Pawaa section of Kalakaua Avenue. This latter
was known as "The Waikiki Road" until 1900, and went through
several stages of widening and straightening before it reached its
present development. It was re-named Kalakaua Avenue by the
Legislature.

A smaller development of this period was the laying out in
1860 of the streets on the Esplanade, a name unfamiliar to our
generation. It referred to the area of some eleven acres below
Queen Street just filled in with the ruins of the Fort, torn down
in 1857. These streets of the Esplanade were few. Fort was
extended two blocks to form its north boundary, Alakea for the
south. Halekauwila was the mauka street of this little square
and the waterfront the makai. Kekuanaoa and Kilauea, between
and parallel to Fort and Alakea, completed the streets on the
Esplanade.

Propriety and imagination were exercised in naming the three
new streets thus created. Kilauea was named for the steamer
often at the wharf at the foot of the street. Honor was done the
old governor Kekuanaoa when the street on which he lived was
named for him. Ask a Hawaiian boy today how Halekauwila
got its name, and he will probably say, "Because the city electric
light and power house is on that street: hale—'house', kauwila—
'electricity'." But, since the street was named in 1875 and
electricity brought here in 1888, this explanation is wrong. Accord-
ing to Professor Lyons, "There was an old temple at Kona
known as Halekauwila, which was a place of deposit for the high
chiefs of olden times. It was built over two hundred years ago
of kauwila wood, but about the time of the missionary period the
timbers were brought to Honolulu and used in the construction of
the first government house on Halekauwila Street. In this build-
ing the first constitutional business was transacted. It stood on
the south part of what is now the Hackfeld [American Factors
since the war] premises. The land commission also had its offices
there."



14

The Duke of Edinburgh visited Honolulu in 1869. The Duke,
who was extremely popular, had named in his honor Edinburgh
Street, later absorbed by Bishop Street.

Until this period, there were no sidewalks, only the unpaved
streets, dusty most of the time, inches deep in mud when rains
came. The first sidewalk, of brick, was laid down in 1857 by a
watchmaker named Sam Rawson. His place was on Fort Street
about where Eastman Kodak Company is now. Rawson's walk
was so popular that Hackfeld and Company put one down and,
soon afterwards, Dr. Hoffman laid another in front of his fine
drug store on Queen Street.

The Punchbowl area above Emma Street was opened in the
first years of 1880. Unwatered, rocky land, it was first leased
from the Kapiolani estate by individual Portuguese who broke
the rocks, cleared off the ground and planted it, bringing the land
from arid unproductivity to liveableness.

The development of the city to 1881, then, was mauka as far
up Nuuanu as Judd Street; ewa to Liliha; makai to the Esplanade,
and, farther out, King Street; and waikiki, Alexander Street.

We are brought almost into our own generation. The develop-
ments of the past fifty years are clearly phenomenal, now that the
background is seen. The city has expanded more in the past
fifty than in the previous hundred and fifty years of its existence.
Although all districts were developing simultaneously, there has
been a recognizable chronological expansion.

Continuing the earliest tradition of movement north, settle-
ment began in Kalihi even before the Punahou section was well
populated. In 1889 the Pacific Heights road was laid out by
Mr. Wall, and sold by Hawaii's first subdivider, a Mr. Desky.*
Kaimuki, which correctly to preserve its original meaning of
"ti-root-oven" should be pronounced Ka-imu-ki, was opened near
the end of the century. Waikiki, where people usually had only
"summer homes" until then, was opened. Subdivisions of these
and other areas have continued steadily since.

The final decision as to what name a street shall have rests
with the Board of Supervisors, but this body usually accepts the
recommendations of the Planning Commission. Except for the
secretary and engineer, members of this commission are not paid

* This character, speaking on the subject of land deals, once said: "I have not
been over-scrupulous myself.' Actually Desky pulled several shady land transactions.
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for their services, the job of recording history in Honolulu's
streets being purely honorary.

The original commission, appointed in 1915, consisted of seven
members. Mrs. J. M. Dowsett, president, and Mr. Arthur Wall,
secretary, were assisted by Mrs. F. J. Lowrey, Mr. Walter Dilling-
ham, Hon. J. K. Kalanianaole, and by ex-officio members Mr. L.
M. Whitehouse, engineer, and Mayor John C. Lane. These were
mostly public spirited individuals, glad of an opportunity to help
plan and beautify the city.

The membership of the present-day commission reflects a
policy of the supervisors to proceed as scientifically as possible in
its street planning. Four members, Dean A. R. Keller, Professor
J. M. Young, Mr. B. F. Rush, and Mr. A. A. Wilson, are well-
known engineers. Mr. R. O. Thompson, landscape architect,
Mr. C. J. Pietsch, realtor, and Mr. C. W. Dickey, architect, are
also members whose professional knowledge is of particular value
in the commission's work. Others whose interest or profession
make their services and advice valuable to the commission of which
they are a part are Mr. J. D. Mclnerny, president; Mrs. Grace
M. Bartlett, secretary; Mr. M. B. Carson, Mr. V. Fernandes,
Mr. James Gibb, Mr. L. P. Dickinson, and, ex-officio, Mayor
Charles S. Crane.

The recent practice of the present commission has been to use
Hawaiian names for streets. Good arguments against this practice
are, first, that many of them sound alike, and, second, that they
are often difficult to pronounce. If a fire breaks out or a burglar
in on Kahaha Street, in your excitement the fireman or police-
man you are calling may mistake the name for Kahala. If you
are a malihini, you will probably have difficulty with Kanekapolei
or Kaumualii, to say nothing of Kalanianaole or Kalauokalani.
There is a story of a malihini policeman who was called over to
Halekauwila Street by a Japanese man whose horse had been
run over by a reckless motorist. The policeman sized up the
situation, but when he whipped out his notebook to write his report,
he was stumped. After chewing his pencil a second, he said to
the Japanese, "Say, papa-san, drag that horse over to King Street
so I can write down where this accident happened." We have
First, Second, Third Avenues, and so on out Kaimuki way. It
would be simpler to extend such a uniform method of naming.

>

•
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But many people would dislike very much to lose the associa-
tions of the old names, or even the new ones, in favor of the
first-second, north-south type of division. True, not all of the
associations are poetic. Foundry Street, Factory Street, Industrial
Road, or even Slaughterhouse Road do not provoke much nostalgia.
But the people in survey offices and in planning commissions
have, all in all, done a good job of street naming. One Honolulu
lady, unaware of what distinguished names appear on the Planning
Commission, said, "Like the legislators, the people who name the
streets are gum-chewers, but they do try to do the right thing."
We have them to thank for saving us from the trite names found
in most mainland cities—Main, Broadway, Front, and their ilk.

Haphazard as street-naming was until very recent years, the
history of the islands is preserved in our Honolulu streets. The
earliest haoles resident in the islands are well represented. No
group of men affords more curious speculation than those ad-
venturers who came here in time to know Hawaii in the days
of the great Kamehameha. Captain Alexander Adams, for whom
Adams Lane was named, in 1817 took a cargo of sandalwood to
Canton for Kamehameha I. Alongside an old friend from Scot-
land, Adams lies buried in the Nuuanu cemetery with this in-
scription on the joint tombstone,

Two croanies from the land o' heather
Lie sleepin' here in death together.

John Young, famous in island history as fighting companion
and advisor of Kamehameha I, is the John Young for whom the
present Young Street is named. But Old John also had a name
given him by the Hawaiians. It was "Olohana". Before Kame-
hameha forcibly detained Young, the haole was boson of the
Eleanora. His boson call, "All hands" became so familiar in the
islands that the Hawaiians gave it to him for a nickname. Olo-
hana Street at Waikiki between Kalakaua and Ala Wai, then,
is named for John Young.

Don Francisco de Paula Marin came to the islands in 1791,
twenty-nine years before the first company of missionaries. W.
D. Alexander, historian, popularly known in his day as "Walking
Encyclopedia" Alexander, says that as early as 1809 this enter-
prising Spaniard was raising oranges, figs, grapes, pineapples,
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vegetables, and roses; making butter and wine, and salting beef
for ships.

Hunnewell Street, running up from Metcalf across Vancouver
and around to Kamehameha Avenue, was named for James
Hunnewell, who made two tours of Oahu in 1817, returned as
an officer on the Thaddeiis, and later became captain of the
Missionary Packet^ owned by the American Board. Helping to
found Brewer & Co. here, he is said to have made a comfortable
fortune within a few years and retired to Boston.

Parker Place, off Alaula Way near University Avenue, was
not, as some think, named for the Parker who came to the
islands in Kamehameha's clay, but for the Rev. H. H. Parker, who
owned land in this area. The earlier Parker is colorful enough
to deserve a street name. The apochryphal story of the origin
of his fortune is that Kamehameha I gave him all the land a
runner could bound in one day. Anyone riding over the Parker
Ranch today is likely to doubt the tale or admire the speed and
endurance of the early kukini.

At least three more of the best-known of these earliest haole
settlers are not remembered in our streets. Both Isaac Davis
and Oliver Holmes were colorful personalities who deserve a
place. Both, incidentally, have descendants living here today.
Delegate Samuel Wilder King and Mr. Robert King, for instance,
are descendants of Holmes. The Frenchman Rives, influential
under Kamehameha I and especially friendly with Kamehameha
II, whom he accompanied to England, is the third, and also left
distinguished descendents. It was largely through his suggestion
that the Catholic missionaries came to Hawaii July 7, 1827.

The missionaries, who altered the course of island history, are
recorded here. Hiram Bingham, one of the most influential, is
remembered in the street of his name near Punahou. Lowell
Smith long ago had Smith Street, or Alanui Kamika, as the natives
called it, named for him. In ironical contrast with the conduct
of the man whose name it honored, this street, between Nuuanu
and Maunakea later became the vice district. Chaplain Lane
was named for Chaplain Damon, in charge of the Seaman's Bethel
and Home in early days. Loomis, Alexander, Richards, Chamber-
lain, Cooke, Armstrong, Whitney, and Wilcox are others whose
lives are the story of the American mission in Hawaii. One of
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the most colorful of all the missionaries, Titus Coan, who baptized
more people—seventeen hundred and five, to be exact—than had
been converted in one day since the day of Pentecost, has not
yet been remembered in a street name.

Energetic early merchants, as well as missionaries, are recalled
in every casual drive through town. The most prominent of these
names is Bishop. C. R. Bishop came to Honolulu just before the
California gold rush of 1849 which he would have joined but for
the persuasion of his partner, Mr. Aldrich. Mr. Bishop married
Bernice Pauahi Paki, daughter of a high chief who for a time
opposed the match. A thrifty New Yorker, Mr. Bishop once
confessed to an intimate friend that at first it was mighty hard
to give away money, but, as we know, he and his wife became two
of Hawaii's greatest benefactors. Bishop Street is really named
for his wife, but it of course also recalls the merchant.

Spreckels Street, a one-block way between Dole and Wilder
near Punahou, seems a small reminder of that colorful fortune-
maker, Claus Spreckels. Brewer Lane in the center of town
reminds us that Peirce and Brewer was an important business in
Honolulu village one hundred and two years ago. Its history has
been the subject of an interesting special study. Dowsett, Water-
house, Spencer, and Cummins are other early business men remem-
bered in Honolulu streets. Most of these were here in the
'forties.

Boki, or Poki, for whom Poki Street, from Wilder to Nehoa,
was named, was the native governor of Oahu who accompanied
Liholiho to England. Hoapili, named "close-companion" by
Kamehameha I, and the one whom the conqueror entrusted to
hide his bones so that they should never be used "as fish-hooks,
or as arrows to shoot mice with," is remembered in the lane by
his name off North King. For one who did his work so well,
his monument seems unpretentious. Paki, distinguished alii, father
of Bernice Pauahi and opposer of his royal daughter's marriage
to banker Bishop, has named for him the street which forms the
northern boundary of Kapiolani Park.

John Young, Jr., handsome son of the advisor to Kamehameha
I, is honored by having his Hawaiian name remembered in a
street at Waikiki near Olohana. This is Keoniana, the Hawaiian-
ized version of "John Young." For the selection of such appro-
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priate names for these and other streets at Ala Wai, the city is
indebted to Mr. Bruce Cartwright whom the present commission
asked to suggest names.

These are only a few of the many renowned alii whose fame
is recalled daily in our streets. Others, such as Liholiho, Luna-
lilo, Liliuokalani, Kuhio, Kamamalu, Kaiulani. and Kalaimoku,
are familiar and numerous.

A number of streets record the memory of men, both Hawaiian
and haole, who were prominent in government affairs from the
reign of Kamehameha III to the end of that of Queen Liliuo-
kalani. Kapaakea, a small lane off Kapiolani Boulevard, com-
memorates a high chief by that name, a member of Kamehameha
Ill 's Privy Council and father of King Kalakaua. Rooke Avenue,
behind Wyllie Street, reminds us of Dr. T. C. B. Rooke, one of
the best-liked men of his profession ever to live in Hawaii. Dr.
Rooke was a representative under Kamehameha IV. By his
marriage with a daughter of John Young the First, he became
the step-father of the girl who was later Queen Emma.

Kanaina, Konia, Kanoa, Kapena, Kalama, and Naone streets
bear names of members of the Privy Council, the House of
Nobles, or of the Legislature before 1860. Konia and Kalama
were women.

Hall and Spencer streets, Aholo and Bush lanes, and Gulick
Avenue were named for former Ministers of Finance. Mott-
Smith Drive reminds us of another Minister of Finance, Dr. J.
Mott-Smith, but it was named particularly for Mr. E. A. Mott-
Smith, also prominent in later governmental affairs and a trustee
of the Lunalilo Estate through the former grounds of which the
street runs.

Green Street and Austin Lane are for former ministers of
Foreign Affairs under King Kalakaua.

Four attorneys-general have been remembered in Stanley,
Ashford, and Whiting streets, and Peterson Lane.

These are the glorious dead. How does one join them? What
induces the thirteen members of the Planning Commission to
choose a contemporary for honor along with these figures of the
past? It is not often that one is chosen. Perhaps the best answer
to this query will be found in a partial list of these living people
who are already honored in this way.
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Adolph and Ferdinand streets in upper Manoa are the first
names of Messrs. Adolph and Ferdinand Schnack.

Burbank Street, off Wyllie, is for Miss Mary Burbank, Hono-
lulu's first public librarian. She owned and opened this property.

Coyne Street in the McCully Tract is for Mr. Arthur Coyne,
who has the furniture store on Bishop Street.

Frear Street, near Punchbowl, is for ex-Governor Walter F.
Fr ear.

Lowrey Avenue, the only street connecting East and Upper
Manoa roads, is named for Mr. F. J. Lowrey, president of
Lewers and Cooke.

Aukai Street at Kahala, was named for Edward K. Aukai,
who has been caretaker of the Judd property near Hakipuu for
several years.

Pacheco Street, mauka of North King, is for Mr. Manuel C.
Pacheco, a supervisors for many years.

Eliwai Lane, or "Dig-Water" Lane, is for Mr. Lincoln L.
McCandless, prominent in Hawaiian politics.

Webb Lane, near Kukui Street, is for Mrs. Lahilahi Webb,
well-known Hawaiian authority of the Bishop Museum.

So far as I can determine, Mrs. Lahilahi Webb is the only
person living who has two streets named for her. One is Webb
Lane, where she lives near King Street, and the other is Lahilahi
Lane, which means "thin as beaten gold." Mrs. Webb in her
own lifetime has an honor given to but few of all the famous alii
or distinguished foreigners who have paraded through Hawaiian
history. John Young, Kapiolani, and Kuhio are others so
honored.

Many Hawaiian names are poetic or have been selected to
describe the beauties of the streets they designate Anuenue in
Manoa is a familiar example of the appropriateness such names
often have. Residents of Anuenue claim at least one rainbow a
day. In fact Manoa boasts so many, that only three blocks past
Anuenue there is a street with the same name, only translated.
Rainbow Drive is just beyond the Waioli Tea Room off Oahu
Avenue.

Lanihuli, the first street off Punahou past the school means
"changing heavens." Eu Lane in Palama means "the lane of the
rising mist." Hanamana Place off St. Louis Heights means "the



21

work of the gods." Auwaiolimu Street near Pauoa Stream at the
foot of Pacific Heights, though probably named with the land
tract Auwaiolimu in mind, quite appropriately means "mossy
ditch." Alewa also deriving from a land tract, means "floating
like a cloud," a poetic name and one suitable for these heights.
Off Kapahulu, near the Fair Grounds is Hoolulu, named for a
Hawaiian chief but also meaning "quiet," and near University
and Oahu is Hoomaha, "rest"—appropriate names for streets on
a South Sea island.

Poetic Alaula, or "Way of the Dawn," near University and
Oahu, was until recently Jones Street, named for a well-known
man formerly here, Mr. P. C. Jones. It was changed when a
prospective renter of a fine house on this street said: "I'll not
live in Honolulu on Jones Street!" The landlady, an energetic
and popular woman, got busy with a petition and had the name
changed.

Foreign nationalities other than American and English are not
frequently represented. Yamada Lane near Liliha and School
streets, and Oka Lane between King Street and Kapiolani Boule-
vard are the only Japanese-named streets. The lanes or streets
named Chun Hoon, Ah Lo, Zen, or Apio seem to be the only
Chinese. A number have Portuguese names, such as: Lusitana,
Azores, Madeira, Magellan, San Antonio, Lisbon, in the Punch-
bowl neighborhood; Coelho, up Nuuanu; and Fernandez, Nobriga,
and Perry in Kalihi.

In the new St. Louis Heights section, a cluster of streets has
been named for Hawaii's Roman Catholic bishops and for the
brothers of St. Louis College. Maigret Street is for the first
Roman Catholic bishop, Louis Maigret; Herman for the second,
Herman Koeckmann; Gulston for the third, Gulston Ropert;
Libert for the fourth, Libert Boeynaems; Alencastre for the
present bishop, Stephen Alencastre. Felix, Alphonse, Eugene
and Frank streets, Robert Place and Brother Ley Place are for
the brothers of the College. Bertram street, also here, com-
memorates the school's founder.

As in St. Louis Heights there are streets for the Catholic
bishops and brothers, up Wilhelmina Rise groups are named for
ships familiar to island people. The Lurline, Matsonia, Maunalani,
Mana, Sierra, Wilhelmina, and Claudine all run into each other
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here without catastrophe. The Sonoma and Ventura escaped this
group and have their own quiet collision above Manoa Road.

Though we miss the nationalities in our street names we do
have all the colors. Alani, "orange", is represented by a drive in
Woodlawn and a street above North School. Alakea, "White
Street", is familiar to all; Halelena, or "Yellow House", Street
is near University Avenue on Oahu; we don't have a Black Street,
but there is Black Point Road, Brown Way in East Manoa, and
Green Street crosses Kapiolani above Lunalilo.

Citron, Lime and Date in the McCully tract, Coconut at
Diamond Head, Iholena, or banana, near Judd Street, together
with Ilima on Alewa Heights, Hibiscus and Poni Moi or Carnation
at the end of Kalakaua Avenue, Lehua in Kalihi, Awapuhi or
Ginger, above Manoa Road, and Pikaki off Pinkham up North
King show the recent practice of the Planning" Commission to
remember island fruits and flowers. Perhaps taking a hint from
Kukui Street down town, the Commission also has given us
Algaroba in the McCully Tract, Banyan off North King, Koa
at Waikiki, Ohia and Iliahi or Sandalwood, near Kuakini and
Nuuanu.

A number of fish have been immortalized in our streets,
though not the famous Humuhumunukunukuapuaa. Kepuhi, or
Eel, Street is near Fort Ruger.

Lest we come to think ourselves too self-sufficient, we
have constant reminders that the life of Honolulu depends upon
the productivity of Hawaii, Kauai, Maui, and Lanai, all of which
are to be seen in the recently developed section behind Wyllie
Street. Molokai and Kahoolawe are as yet unrepresented.

Hawaii's benefactors from abroad have not been forgotten.
Captain Cook Avenue near Punchbowl, Vancouver in Manoa, and
Portlock out Kalanianaole way stand in memory of the first
three English navigators to reach the islands.

Lincoln Avenue, off Kapahulu, reminds us of Hawaii's zeal
for the winning side in the Civil War. Sugar-planter James
Makee sent barrels of molasses worth several hundred dollars to
the Federal side. They were welcomed with a very bad poem
reprinted in The Friend which spoke of the sweet gift from across
the seas. Samuel Chapman Armstrong, son of a missionary, be-
came a Union General, and after the War began Hampton
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Institute which he modeled on the work-study method of Lahaina-
luna and the Hilo Boarding School. McKinley Street honors
another President. It was under his administration that Hawaii
was annexed.

An oppropriately named little group of streets is at Waikiki:
Kaiulani, Cleghorn, and Tusitala. These recall the celebrated
beauty, Princess Kaiulani, who died at the age of twenty-four;
her father, Governor A. S. Cleghorn, who married Princess Like-
like; and Robert Louis Stevenson, the "Teller of Tales", who
spent many happy hours with Kaiulani, then a little girl, at her
Waikiki estate, Ainahau. Kaiulani Street extends from Ala
Wai to the street named for the Princess' uncle, King Kalakaua.
It runs parallel to the street a few blocks over, named for her aunt,
Queen Liliuokalani.

An oddity in Honolulu street names is Corkscrew Lane, near
Beretania and Fort. Once a longer street than at present, its name .
derives from whaling days, and commemorates unsteady seamen
weaving down its turns. When the engineers were laying out
Frog Lane off School Street, some of the workers said: "There's
lots of frogs up here; they ought to name this Frog Lane."
Somehow their suggestion got through. Perhaps some wishful
thinking on the part of residents near Laimi Road off Nuuanu
was given expression when they named their little way "Easy
Street."

Why some streets have their particular names is impossible to
say exactly. When Professor Lyons in 1902 gave a talk about
the streets he said somewhat contemptuously: "These newer
streets that were named by the real estate promoters I know little
about—they were just named."

Hone Lane, for instance, near the Ewa end of Vineyard,
means "Mischief Lane," but precisely why this little block was
singled out for this name or just who suggested it, does not seem
to be known.

Since Huene means "asthma," one naturally inquires whether
the section above Wyllie Street where Huene street is located is
supposed to be good for that ailment. But it was named for a
Hawaiian named Huene. How the Hawaiian came to be called
"Asthma" is a mystery. There must be a story somewhere there
as there must be behind Kaluahine or "Old-Lady," Lane near
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Vineyard and Liliha, but speculation helps little.
There are three streets in Honolulu whose meaning has to do

with chickens. Near where University and Oahu avenues join,
running off Alaula Way is a short road given the name of a
former tract called Pamoa or "Chicken Yard." Up Nuuanu, off
Laimi Road is Huamoa Place, or "Hen's Egg Place," and at
Waikiki is a street named after a celebrated heiau once located
there called Helumoa or "Chicken Scratching." This last con-
cerns a legend of a great rooster which flew from Palolo to
Waikiki, but just what he did to immortalize himself above all
the other proud males who have strutted there since is not clear.

"Kakaako," which has been such a popular name that it
designates both a street and a section, means, "low, underhanded,
fraudulent, tricky, mean." The people in this district have been
further imposed upon by a street named Kawai, which means the
second weak brew after okolehao is distilled. It sounds like a
drink full of watery fusel oil.

In Honolulu streets there is a storehouse of history, legend,
anecdote, and human interest. They are a people's creation. The
Planning Commission has not arbitrarily imposed names on new-
streets, but has taken suggestions and found out what name is
appropriate, and also agreeable to residents. What the people
have created is meaningful, and frequently savors of a robust
and racy humor. Surveyors from the days of Kekuanaoa to the
present have shown foresight in laying out the streets, and those
people responsible for naming them have given us much that is
choice and rare. Let us hope that our Lanes and Ways will con-
tinue to reflect the charm, the color, and the variety of life in
Honolulu.

EDITORIAL NOTE
A tradition indicating a novel origin of Richards Street is

preserved by Dr. C. Montague Cooke as received from his father,
the late Charles M. Cooke who, as a boy, lived near the street.

Comparing the maps in figures 1 and 2, it may be observed
that the boundary in figure 1 between "The Town of Honoruru"
on the one hand and the royal precincts as indicated by Pitt's and
Kaahumanu's houses on the other, corresponds approximately with
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the site of Richards Street in figure 2 which serves as a similar
boundary and continues so until the present day. We may there-
fore conclude that the sites of the boundary in figure 1 and of
Richards Street in figure 2 are approximately the same.

It may be observed further that Richards Street in figure 2
is, alone of Honolulu streets, in the combination of being straight,
of even width and reaching to the water-front; also (compare site
with figure 1) it is in line with the edge of the reef bordering
the harbor channel.

The setting provides a rather remarkable confirmation of part
of the tradition, which is to the effect that the street, originally,
was the inland tow-path for Governor Kekuanaoa's ox-team as it
drew the larger vessels up the narrow channel into the harbor
basin.

As shown in figure 1, at low tide the reef was dry. The ox-
team waited on the eastern point of the harbor entrance until con-
nected by a hawser with the vessel anchored in the deep water
outside. The hawser necessarily was very long because the shoal
water extended outward for quite a distance. When all was ready,
the team walked along the channel reef but, as such towing must
be in straight line, on reaching the beach the cattle could only
proceed straight inland until the long hawser had drawn the vessel
right into the basin.

These facts and conditions indicate that the tradition is correct
as to the observations made, at a particular period. But it is not
fully correct because it might seem that the track was used first
for man-towing power, which was succeeded by the ox-team.

The harbor's narrow entrance and channel were always a prob-
lem for vessels entering. The small inter-island schooners were
able to negotiate it without help, but the larger foreign vessels
were towed in—first by their own boats and later by double-
canoes. This continued until late in the 1830's when for about a
decade and a half the motive power was human—natives marching
along the channel reef as described for the ox-team. Different
accounts give the number so employed as from 200 to 400. The
period of ox-towing followed that of the men. In one account
the team numbered twenty oxen. Later, a steam-tug took up the
burden.
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