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Saipan’s Airfield Project Advertised to Contractors

The Trust Territory Government is currently
advertising for bids on the renovation of the Saipan
International Airport. Construction companies in
Micronesia and internationally are being invited to submit
bids on the multi-million dollar project.

Public Works Director Gordon W. Bradley said that
advertising of the notice to bidders is being done in
Hawaii, the U.S. Mainland and Guam; in addition copies
of the notice are being sent to a number of construction
companies in other parts of the world which have
indicated an interest in the project.

All bids are to be submitted no later than Thursday,
April 12, 1973, at which time they will be opened and the
contract awarded. The government, however, is reserving
the right to reject any and all bids if no acceptable
proposal is forthcoming.

Isley Field, as the site of the new Saipan International
Airport is now known, is a World War Two B-29 bomber
base at the south end of Saipan. It has not been used since
19409. Its two, 8,700 foot runways are still there, however,
and the plan is to renovate one of these for use as Saipan’s
principal commercial airstrip. The present field, Kobler,
would no longer be used once lIsley is put into service,
hopefully sometime in late 1974.

Bradley said the contract which is awarded will be for
reconstruction of the runway, construction of a taxiway
and apron, airfield lighting and landing aids, water and

This aerial photo of Saipan, taken in 1968, shows Kobler
Field at left and the Isley complex at right. The photo was
taken from nearly 3,000 feet.
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electrical lines, fencing and associated facilities. Not
included is a passenger terminal and other buildings,
which will be part of a separate contract to be bid and
awarded at a later date.

The work which is included in the current bid
advertisement is that for which the U.S. Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) will provide financial assistance.
Once a contractor has been selected, the Trust Territory
will make formal application for an FAA grant. An
environmental impact study of the Isley Field project has
already been conducted, including public hearings, and a
report has been filed.

The renovation of Isley Field is seen by many
businessmen and government leaders on Saipan as a key to
the island’s future economic development. It is felt that,
with the opening of the new airfield, direct jet flights
from Japan will begin bringing significantly more tourist
visitors to the island, stimulating jobs in hotel and related
industries.

Apologies...

The Public Information Division is going to be moving
to new offices in the next two weeks--not far--just over
into the next building, in fact. But we expect things to be
a bit disrupted over the period of our move. And that
means that we are going to cancel our publication of the
April 1, 1973, Highlights. The next issue of Highlights we
prepare will be sent to the print shop for publication on
April 15. So for those of you keeping a file of the
newsletter, there will be no issue dated April 1.







