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Saipan’s Airfield Project Advertised to Contractors 
The Trust Territory Government is currently 

advertising for bids on the renovation of the Saipan 

International Airport. Construction companies in 

Micronesia and internationally are being invited to submit 

bids on the multi-million dollar project. 

Public Works Director Gordon W. Bradley said that 

advertising of the notice to bidders is being done in 

Hawaii, the U.S. Mainland and Guam; in addition copies 

of the notice are being sent to a number of construction 

companies in other parts of the world which have 

indicated an interest in the project. 

All bids are to be submitted no later than Thursday, 

April 12, 1973, at which time they will be opened and the 

contract awarded. The government, however, is reserving 

the right to reject any and all bids if no acceptable 

proposal is forthcoming. 

Isley Field, as the site of the new Saipan International 

Airport is now known, is a World War Two B-29 bomber 

base at the south end of Saipan. It has not been used since 

1949. Its two, 8,700 foot runways are still there, however, 

and the plan is to renovate one of these for use as Saipan’s 

principal commercial airstrip. The present field, Kobler, 

would no longer be used once Isley is put into service, 

hopefully sometime in late 1974. 

Bradley said the contract which is awarded will be for 

reconstruction of the runway, construction of a taxiway 

and apron, airfield lighting and landing aids, water and 

This aerial photo of Saipan, taken in 1968, shows Kobler 

Field at left and the Isley complex at right. The photo was 

taken from nearly 3,000 feet 
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electrical lines, fencing and associated facilities. Not 

included is a passenger terminal and other buildings, 

which will be part of a separate contract to be bid and 

awarded at a later date. 

The work which is included in the current bid 

advertisement is that for which the U.S. Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) will provide financial assistance. 

Once a contractor has been selected, the Trust Territory 

will make formal application for an FAA grant. An 

environmental impact study of the Isley Field project has 

already been conducted, including public hearings, and a 

report has been filed. 

The renovation of Isley Field is seen by many 

businessmen and government leaders on Saipan as a key to 

the island’s future economic development. It is felt that, 

with the opening of the new airfield, direct jet flights 

from Japan will begin bringing significantly more tourist 

visitors to the island, stimulating jobs in hotel and related 

industries. 

  

    

Apologies... 
The Public Information Division is going to be moving 

to new offices in the next two weeks--not far--just over 

into the next building, in fact. But we expect things to be 

a bit disrupted over the period of our move. And that 

means that we are going to cancel our publication of the 

April 1, 1973, Highlights. The next issue of Highlights we 

prepare will be sent to the print shop for publication on 

April 15. So for those of you keeping a file of the 

newsletter, there will be no issue dated April 1.   
  

 



Tacheliol Appointed in Yap 

Trust Territory High Commissioner Edward E. 

Johnston has announced the appointment of Hilary 

Tacheliol as the Acting District Administrator in Yap 

District. Tacheliol replaces Luke Tman, who was elected 

to the Congress of Micronesia in last November’s general 

election. 
Tacheliol has been DistAd’s Representative in Ulithi 

since August, 1970. He is a former vice-principal of Outer 

Islands High School at Ulithi, who received a Bachelor of 

Arts degree from the University of Guam in 1968. 

Tacheliol has also taken graduate work at the University. 

In his new position he will be working directly under 

DistAd Leonard Aguigui, and will be responsible for 

administering the district whenever the DistAd is absent. 

The position is an ‘acting’ one because it is technically 

not vacant. Former Deputy Yap DistAd Carl Heine is on 

leave-of-absence to work with the Congress of 

Micronesia’s Joint Committee on Future Status as staff 

coordinator. 

  

Bills Signed, etc. 

Nearly all of the bills passed by the Congress of 

Micronesia during its Saipan session had been transmitted 

to the High Commissioner by the time this issue of 

Highlights went to press. The HiCom had signed one of 

the bills into law: 

——House Bill 35——relating to penalties for starting 

unauthorized fires--is now Public Law 5-1. The new law 

actually does away with a previous duplication in the law 

which resulted from the passage of two bills by the 

Fourth Congress of Micronesia which contained provisions 

which did the same thing. Thus PL 5-1 is a relatively 

minor technical anendment to the law. 

A total of sixty-three bills received final Congressional 

approval during the session. One bill listed in the previous 

edition of Highlights, dated March 1, 1973, should be 

removed from that preliminary listing. That is House Bill 

105, which did not pass the Congress. 

Two bills which did pass were not included on the list: 

——HB 152—-—appropriating money to supplement 

Congress operating funds for fiscal year 1973; and 

——SB 27——appropriating money for purchase of a 

bulldozer for Tinian. 

Joint Resolutions and 
  

  

    

The following is a list of Joint Resolutions and single 

Resolutions adopted by the House and Senate during the 

recently concluded session on Saipan. The list should be 

considered unofficial as published here; it has been gathered 

from many sources. Subjects of the resolutions are from 

original titles of the measures when they were introduced 

and may have been amended prior to final passage. Errors 

will be corrected in future issues of Highlights as 

appropriate. 

  

  

  

House Joint Resolutions 

——HJR 1——calling a joint session of the two houses of the 

Congress to hear High Commissioner Johnston deliver the 

State of the Territory message. 

——HJR 2——commending Mobil Oil Micronesia, Inc., for its 

service in the Trust Territory and calling on the High 

Commissioner to renew and extend the present T.T. 

contract with Mobil Oil. 

——HJR 12——urging the High Commissioner to have the 

business permit of the Bank of America revoked. 

——HJR 15——conveying sympathy and condolences to the 

family of the late former President, Harry S. Truman. 

——HJR 21——requesting the High Commissioner to submit 

annual reports on the activities of military Civic Action 

Teams in the Territory. 

——HJR 23——requesting that one-third of the funds 

budgeted for economic development be earmarked for 

marine resources. 

——HJR 26——commending the Micronesian Legal Services 

Corporation for its outstanding work in providing legal 

representation for Micronesians. 

——HJR 27——requesting that lighterage fees be eliminated 

for transporting cargo and passengers from field trip ships 

to and from the islands at which they call. 

——HJR 28——requesting a study of utility development. in 

the districts. 

——HJR 31——requesting the Public Defender to represent 

certain land owners in Truk in renegotiating their leases 

with the T.T. government covering the present site of the 

Truk District Administration complex. 

——HJR 33-——-calling for an audit of the tax records, 

returns, withholdings and payments of gross revenue taxes 

by Van Camp Sea Food Company to assure that provisions 

of Public Law 4C-2 are being met. 

——HJR 35——requesting the President of the United States 

and the U.S. Congress to allow the Congress of Micronesia a 

role in the selection and appointment of the High 

Commissioner. 

——HJR 43-——thanking the people of Tinian for their 

hospitality to members of the Congress during the 

Congress’ visit to Tinian on February 3. 

——HJR 45——requesting the South Pacific Commission to 

survey mineral resources in the islands of Micronesia.   

   


