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23 December 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-1:

Subject: Induction of Japanese Americans.

I am forwarding to you for your information 
a letter which has been received by this office from 
the Director of the War Relocation Authority expressing 
his views on the subject of non-voluntary induction of 
Japanese Americans. Mr. Myer indicates in his letter 
that there are or may be certain administrative diffi­
culties from the point of view of the War Relocation 
Authority in the re-institution of non-voluntary induction 
on a segregated unit basis. Your remarks and recommenda- 
tions are requested.

Should you deem it advisable, this office 
will be glad to arrange a conference between representa- 
tives of G-1 and the War Relocation Authority to 
discuss this matter further.
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Hon. John J. McCloy 
Assistant Secretary of War 
War Department
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. McCloy:

During your absence Captain Ball was kind enough to report to 
me in confidence the fact that certain persons among the evacuees 
would be subject to Selective Service provisions again beginning 
January 1 or thereabouts. I am not sure of having the facts straight 
about the plans but if they are as I understand then I am quite per- 
turbed by this approach.

From what Captain Ball told me it is my understanding that the 
Army is planning to announce about January 1 that Selective Service
will be reinstituted for citizens of Japanese ancestry only on the
mainland.  It will not apply to Hawaii.  It is also my understanding
that consideration of the manpower situation is perhaps the major
reason for not reinstituting Selective Service in Hawaii at this time. I 
further understand that only citizens of Japanese ancestry who are
designated by G-2 as eligible for Army service would be selected 
and that all selectees under such a plan would be considered, at 
least for the time being, in training or reserves for either the 100th
Battalion or for the combat team, which is part of the 442nd Division.

If these facts are essentially true I fear that such a program will 
put a premium on disloyalty, which would be very unfortunate.
Furthermore, it is likely that the reinstitution of Selective Service
on the mainland and not in Hawaii will be considered discriminatory
by the mainland group.  It would seem that the utilization of
Selective Service only to recruit reserves for the combat team might
be discriminatory in the sense of not providing the opportunity 
of selection for non-combat duty and continues to be selection only 
for segregated units. It 

is my judgment that institution of the program as laid out will 
lead to many complications and administrative problems within
the War Relocation Authority that have not been foreseen by those in
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These comments are submitted rather hurriedly in the form of 
a confidential letter in the hope that they may have consideration 
before final announcement is made.

Sincerely,

Director

the Army who have given consideration to this program.  As you 
know I have been recommending the reinstitution of Selective Service 
con- tinuously since July, 1942, which was within a month after I 
became Director of the War Relocation Authority.  I still strongly 
believe that Americans citizens of Japanese ancestry, as well as 
all other American citizens, should be subject to the provisions of 
Selective Service, for the following reasons:  (1) That we should 
not dis- criminate because of race or color; (2) That all manpower 
in the United States should be utilized in the most effective manner;
and (3) It is important to the future of the United States and 
to the Japanese American citizens involved that they have the 
same opportunity to serve in the armed forces as any other group 
of citizens.  There are other reasons, but those are the major ones.
Even with the compromise plan which I understand is being proposed
there would be one definite gain in that it would bring additional
evacuees into the Army, which would be good for them personally 
and for their families because of their future status in the post-war
period.  This, however, is about the only gain that is apparent to
me in the institution of such a program.  As indicated above I 
am greatly disturbed by all the other problems that might arise out 
of such a program.


