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Congress of the United States
TWHashington, BL 20515
September 23, 1999

.[r. Dennis Malamatinas
President

Burger King Corporation
17777 Old Cutler Road
Miami, Florida 331357

Dear Mr. Malamatinas:

We write to express our alarm at Burger King's decision to withdraw the franchise rights of the Burger Kin
restaurant located in Ma’ale Adumim. [srael [n so doing, Burger King has caved in to the demands of a coalitier
of groups led by the American Muslims tor Jerusalem, thereby signaling that the company has concluded thar this
Jerusalem suburb is not rightfully a part ot the State of [srael.
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Burger King should not have its own toreign policy Withdrawal of the tranchise only after pressure from
Arab and Muslim crganizations, on the eve of the boycott endorsed by the Arab League, establishes a precedent tha:
sets L S businesses back o1. the path of declining to do business in [srael for fear of reprisals from Arat
oreganizations and Arab states We believed that the signing of the Oslo Accords marked the beginning of the enc
of the Arab boycott, but Burger King has undermined that process by caving in to pressure from groups that wouic
reprehensibly re-institute the Arab boycott.

Burger King’s capitulation to this pressure also sends a disturbing message to those who would use such
Soycotts to pursue their political agenda. The message is “pressure works,” and that message will only increase the
‘&elihood that such tactics would be used in the future against Burger King and other corporations that do business

in [srael.

We recognize thart there are sometimes commercial disputes between business associates and we believe tha:
such disputes can and should oe resolved through the legal mechanisms available. In this instance however, we
believe that the facts confirm that this is more than simply an “internal commercial matter.” Burger King nad nc
objection to the location of the restaurant (which it visited, saw, reviewed, and approved) until after Arab groups
complained. Burger King’s preemptive determination of the dispute indicates that there was more to this matter than
a simple business disagreement. If Burger King had left the franchise intact and pursued its disagreement with the
‘ranchisee through legal means, there would be no political issue, and Burger King would nct now be involved in
the Middle East Peace process, an involvement Burger King professes not to want.

We strongly urge vou to restore immediately the franchise rights for the restaurant in Ma'ale Adumim withou:
orejudice, and then to allow the courts to decide. We urge you to stand up to the reprehensible pressure from Arab
organizations and to demonstrate that Burger King is a corporation that serves its patrons without regard to pelitical

pressure.
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your response.
Sincerely,
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GARY ACKERMAN MATT SALMOX BENJAMIN GILMAN




SIGNATORIES TO BURGER KING LETTER

GARY ACKERMAN

SOLOMON ORTIZ
JIM McDERMOTT
MAURICE HINCHEY
LEONARD BOSWELL
BRAD SHERMAN
CAROLYN MALONEY
TIM HOLDEN
BOBBY SCOTT
MAJOR OWENS
STEVE ROTHMAN_
ROSA DELAURO

ROBERT MENENDEZ
ROBERT WEXLER
MIKE McNULTY
MIKE CAPUANO
PETER KING

JOE SCARBOROQUGH
JOHN MICA

FRANK PALLONE

LINCOLN DIAZ BALART
CLIFF STEARNS

LYNN RIVERS

NANCY PELOSI

LUIS GUTIERREZ
JOSEPH CROWLEY
NICK LAMPSON
GREGORY MEEKS

JAMES ROGAN
DOUG BEREUTER

CHRIS CANNON
JENNIFER DUNN
MARY BONO

DAVID WELDON

VITO FOSELLA
CAROLYN McCARTHY

MATT SALMON BENJAMIN GILMAN

SILVESTRE REYES
WILLIAM JEFFERSON
JEROLD NADLER
NEIL ABERCROMBIE
RICK LAZIO

MARTIN FROST
ELLEN TAUCHER
EDWARD MARKEY
PETER DEUTSCH
JANICSCHAKOWSKY
CHARLES RANGEL

TOM LANTOS
ELLIOT ENGEL
MARK UDALL
JOHN LEWIS
HOWARD BERMAN
STEPHAN NEAL
TOM BARRETT
SAM FARR

CONALD MANZULO
MIKE FORBES
SANDER LEVIN
LOUISE SLAUGHTER
JOSE SERRANO
CIRO RODRIGUEZ
ROBERT ANDREWS
EARL BLUMENAUER

ANTHONY WEINER
JAMES SAXTON

J.D. HAYWORTH
RICK LAIO

ROY BLUNT
MARGE ROUKEMA
BARNEY FRANK
KEVIN BRADY
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