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/ (Congress of tije ^nitel) States
®Hasbington, 70€ 20515

September 23, 1999

^^Ir Dennis Malamatinas 
President
Burger King Corporation 
17777 Old Cutler Road 
Miami, Florida 33157

Dear Mr Malamatinas:

We write to express our alarm at Burger King's decision to withdraw the franchise rights of the Burger King 
restaurant located in Ma’ale Adumim. Israel In so doing, Burger King has caved in to the demands of a coalition 
of groups led by the .American Muslims for Jerusalem, thereby signaling that the company has concluded that this 
Jerusalem suburb is not rightfully a pan of the State of Israel.

Burger King should not have its own foreign policy Withdrawal of the franchise only after pressure from 
Arab and Muslim organizations, on the eve of the boycott endorsed by the .Arab League, establishes a precedent that 
sets L S. businesses back on the path of declining to do business in Israel for fear of reprisals from .Arab 
organizations and .Arab states We believed that the signing of the Oslo Accords marked the beginning of the end
of the .Arab boycott, but Burger King has undermined that process by caving in to pressure from groups that would 
reprehensibly re-institute the .Arab boycott.

Burger King’s capitulation to this pressure also sends a disturbing message to those who would use such 
boycotts to pursue their political agenda. The message is ‘‘pressure works,” and that message will only increase the 
P<elihood that such tactics would be used in the future against Burger King and other corporations that do business 
in Israel.

We recognize that there are sometimes commercial disputes between business associates and we believe that 
such disputes can and should oe resolved through the legal mechanisms available. In this instance however, we 
believe that the facts confirm that this is more than simply an "‘internal commercial matter.” Burger King nad no 
objection to the location of the restaurant (which it visited, saw, reviewed, and approved) until after Arab groups 
complained. Burger King’s preemptive determination of the dispute indicates that there was more to this matter than 
a simple business disagreement. If Burger King had left the franchise intact and pursued its disagreement with the 
franchisee through legal means, there would be no political issue, and Burger King would not now be involved in 
the Middle East Peace process, an involvement Burger King professes not to want.

We strongly urge you to restore immediately the franchise rights for the restaurant in Ma ale Adumim without 
prejudice, and then to allow the courts to decide. We urge you to stand up to the reprehensible pressure from Arab 
organizations and to demonstrate that Burger King is a corporation that serves its patrons without regard to political 
pressure.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

G.ARY ACKERMAN MATT SALMON BENJANflN GILMAN
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