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II.

1. No civil rights legislation in 100 years—since 1861*.

2. 1957 Civil Rights Act covered only Federal elections.

Gave citizens to go to court to protect his voting rights;
AG empowered to get injunctions against obstruction or 
deprivation of voting rights.
Created Civil Rights Commission.

First civil rights law in 100 years.

3. I960 Civil Righte Act—only covered Federal elections.

After winning civil suit under 1957 law, AG authorized to 
ask court to Mist find "PATTERN OR PRACTICE" of depriving 
Negroes of voting rights—then court can issue order that 
the Negro was qialified to vote.

Authorized court to appoint Federal referees who could register 
voters, and apply State tests and qualifications.

Required State officers to preserve all Federal election records.

Crime to flee prosecution for bombing buildings and leave State.

h. 1962: Congress passed amendment outlawing State poll taxes in 
Federal elections. Jaiuary, 196U, ratification complete. Now 
is the 2hth Amendment.

5. 196b Civil Rights Act—OMNIBUS LAW

a. Voting—Federal elections only.
Oualif icaticbns applied to voters must be same for all voters. 
Immaterial errors on voting applications and forms no grounds 

for denial of vote.
Literacy tests must be in writing, copy of t est & answers 

must be given to applicant on his request.
6th grade presumption of literacy.

b. Public accommodations—no place of public accommodation may eject 
customer becaase of race or color if goods move in interstate comm.

c. State recreations facilities (libraries, swimming ppols, parks, 
golf courses) must desegregate. AG may sue in behalf of private 
citizens.

d. Education—AG ean sue to end segregations in public schools.

e, Civil Bights Commission life extended U years; Commimity Relations 
Service established.



f. Federal assistance programs—forbids discrimination in all 
programs receiving Federal funds. Funds may be cut off if 
refusal by State to end discrimination.

g. Employment—bars discrimination because of race, sex, religion 
by employers in hiring, firing or promoting, by employment agencies 
in referrals, and by labor unions in admission to membership and 
apprentieeship programs.

Applies to companies in inter-state commerce with 100 or more 
employees, and after 3 yrs to those with 25 or mere employees.

Religious organizations and educational institutions exempted. 
Federal Equal Employneat Opportunities Commission set up.

States having such comnissiaas operate concurrently. All enforcement 
lodged in courts. goes

This title (TITLE VII) wark/into effect July 2, 1965 (1 yr after 
enactment )$.



Speech to ILWU Political 
By Senator Hiram L. Fong

Honolulu, Hawaii. Hawaii

I. Salutations.

A.

B.

Action Committee

e—you^are
ime^triKLg. Delighted to be here.

Just returned from Interparliamentary Conference i 
Toronto, Canada. I have a prepared speech but in­
formal talk better.

0. Want to talk about Constitutional rights to you:

1. I have a deep and common concern with you .
on this . /V/t-z/^/v . /</e -

2. You and I know critical importance to pro­
tect and extend these rights.

3* Congratulate ILWU, PAC for good work in this 
area .

4* I have worked hard on this ever since elected 
Senator.

II. Civil Rights Tremendous gains since I became Senator.

A. Historic Civil Rights Act of 1964. The first in
a century.

1 . Senate voted to stop longest filibuster in
history for first time, against civil rights 
bill. QUd/v. 3 > 2*4 RZ, _ / -

B. Voting Rights Bill — cloture voted May 25, 1965 — 
unheard of, second time in less than a year.

1. Passed by Senate May 25, 1965

2. Worked on it long time -- since February.

3. Administration very reluctant to move on this - 
afraid to stick neck out.



Administration 
that bill, it

Dirksen bill revised by Judiciary 
Committee.

civil rights

had the votes in Judiciary Committee to great 
strengthen the bill.

Administration bill revised by 
Senator Dirksen. /Z X

I helped to draft a very strong 
bill with bipartisan group of 10 
Senators which prodded the Adminis 
tration into introducing its own 
bill.

Appointment of poll watchers 
which I introduced.

so worried about 
called a Secret meet 
to withdraw our bill

Judiciary Committee version revised 
by Senators Mansfield and Dirksen.

Altogether five bills (in this 

a. Liberal bipartisan bill --

I have been working on this bill 
since February, was one of 12 
Senators who pushed the faint­
hearted Administration.

Administration’s bill -- cosponsored by 
67 Senators.

Nine out of 16 of us (Scott, Javits, Hart, 
Long, Edward Kennedy, Bayh Burdick, Tydings 
and myself) pushed through the Committee in 
one afternoon five amendments making the 
bill much stronger. (Opposed to us: 
Eastland, McClellan, Ervin, Hruska and 
Dirksen.)

we



3.

(4) 25% registration trigger.

(5) Allow Federal registration with­
out first requiring local 
registration.

b. Bill Senate passed includes two amend­
ments I had fought for.

(1) Expand definition of "Procedures” 
and "devices" (e.g. Alabama State 
law allowing only one day a month 
for new registrations would be out­
lawed as racially discriminatory.)

(2) Authorize Attorney General to assign 
poll watchers to observe voting and 
vote counting in State and local 
elections. Senate voted for it, 
56 to 2$, on May 19«

6. Many experts in Washington considered my poll 
watcher amendment the most important one adopted 
by the Senate.

a. Big fuss over the poll tax amendment. But 
this a very meaningless issue.

(1) Poll taxes only in effect in four 
Southern States — Texas, Alabama, 
Mississippi and Virginia.

(2) Only effective in State and local 
elections.

(3) Poll taxes illegal in Federal 
elections under 24th Amendment to 
the Constitution, which I strong­
ly supported. Ratified February 
4, 1964.

(4) Poll tax not important today. It 
is an emotional issue, a phoney 
issue.

b. Without my poll watcher amendment, the voting 
rights bill would be meaningless.

(1) What’s the use of registering to 
vote if you cannot cast a ballot 
or if your ballot won’t be counted?



4.

(2) Let me read a short part of the 
speech I gave in the Senate when 
I asked the Senate to OK my poll 
watcher amendment.

/.Read Statement/

7. Pleased the Senate voted so overwhelmingly to 
adopt my amendment. But it was a hard fight.

a. Our own Minority Leader applied strong 
pressure and tried all kinds of tactics 
to get me to weaken my amendment or even 
withdraw it.

b. Our own Floor leader of the bill—Senator 
Hart, one of the eight Senators with whom 
I fought so hard to strengthen the bill in 
the Judiciary Committee--was willing to 
torpedo my amendment to win a concession 
on a new compromise bill.

c. I fought hard to hold the line against 
these last minute attacks, from supposed­
ly pro-civil rights Senators, Senators 
supposedly behind my amendment.

d. I was doublecrossed on another amendment I 
pushed for and the Judiciary Committee 
approved.

(1) Amendment would have left out 
aliens, servicemen and their de­
pendents in the Census Bureau’s 
voting figures.

(2) Important to Hawaii: a prominent 
citizen of Hawaii about a year ago 
berated Hawaii voters because only 
52/ of our eligible voters actually 
voted in the last elections.

(3) But he didn’t know what he was 
talking about—when 46,000 aliens 
and 64,000 servicemen and their 
dependents are deducted, Hawaii has 
a much higher voting figure for the 
State .
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(4) No one had courtesy to check 
with me or tell me about taking 
this amendment out of the bill.

(5) It was taken out when no Senator 
was on the floor.

(6) It was taken out by my own allies 
when the bill was being looked 
over, for the last time before it 
was passed, for supposedly minor, 
technical mistakes.

8. Outlook for enactment.

a. On June 1, House Judiciary Committee ap­
proved a bill, the same as the Senate 
bill, except for one thing.

The Senate bill declares it the intent of Congress that 

poll taxes have been used to deny people their voting 

rights, and directs the Attorney General "forthwith” to 

test the constitutionality of the poll tax in State 

elections.

The House bill bans the poll tax outright in all State 

and local elections—a provision I strongly supported but 

which was narrowly defeated in the Senate.

b. House Rules Committee must still hold 
hearings--probably ten days to one 
week—before House can pass it.

c. After House passage, because of the dif­
ference on the poll tax, bill must go to 
conference to iron out this difference.

(1) If House version is adopted (and 
this is very possible), then Senate 
must again vote on the revised bill.

(2) May be in for another Southern 
filibuster.

(3) This time, cloture will be hard to get.
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d. Will fight hard to pass the bill and 
once and for all enfranchise all American 
citizens with this most precious civil 
right of all.

III. Constitutional Rights.

A. In addition to voting rights bill and Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, we have made much headway on a number 
of other Constitutional rights bills.

B. Last year--Senate passed Act to protect the Consti­
tutional rights of mentally ill

1. I cosponsored and strongly supported this.

C. Many other bills I helped draft soon scheduled for 
hearings. Bills to:

1. Protect Constitutional rights of the G. I.

2. Protect Constitutional rights of the Federal 
employee.

3. Protect Constitutional rights of the American 
Indian.

4. Safeguard and make effective Constitutional 
rights of defendants in criminal trials.

5. Safeguard and make effective Constitutional 
right to reasonable bail.

B. These are all gains in Constitutional rights.

1. But also important that our Constitutional 
rights not seriously attacked recently.

2. Not long ago, Justice Department wanted us 
to pass a bill to make wiretapping legal.

a. As member of the Judiciary Committee I 
was able to block this bill to:

—invade our privacy

-cut down our Constitutional liberties.



BILLS TO PROTECT CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF: (FONG COSPONSORED ALL)

le G.I.: eliminate summary court, martial; limit command influence; setup 
field judiciary system in each of the Services; authorize use of 
law officer in special courts-martial; require trained counsel to 
GIs on trial when possible discharge under other than haa honorable 
conditions; broaden jurisdiction of Federal District Courts to al Tow 
trials of offenses by civilian dependents and employees overseas; 
simplify court martial procedures.

2* FEDERAL EMPLOYEES:—-guarantees die process in dismissal procedures of 
all government workers.

—Prevent misuse of psychological tests and prevent 
invasion of privacy of Federal employees.

3* AME3I CAN Z\DIANS: Extend rights of US Constitution to Indian tribal governments

Allow appeal of criminal action from Indian court to Federal. 

Allow AG to protect Indian (individual) Constitutional rights 

Give Federal and State courts jurisdiction over crimes 
committe/d in Indian territories,

h.* FREE PRESS AND FREE TRIALS: Prevent premature disclosure of prejudi c5aRi 
matter by police and anyone in the law 
enforcemtat process, and courts, to the 
press during the course of a trial.

2* REASCNABIE BAIL: 1. No persons shall bedenied bail solely because he is too
poor to post bond; indigent defendant may be released on 
personal guarantee, unless State shews good cause why not.

2. Any conficted defendant jailed beeuse unable to post 
bond would receive credit toward sentence for time spent 
in confinement.

3. Allow persons admitted to bail to make 10^ cash deposit 
with court and execute bond for full amount.
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3. We have come a long way in battle to insure 
Constitutional rights to all Americans.

a. But much more needs to be done.

b. One unfinished piece of business: 
immigration reform.

IV. Immigration reform.

A. Civil rights a world wide matter—does not stop 
at Nation’s boundaries.

1. Civil rights an issue in immigration.

2. Must wipe out racial discrimination in 
our immigration laws.

3. Everyone knows how harshly our immigra­
tion laws discriminate against peoples of 
Asia and the Pacific.

a. Bill to wipe this out (S. 500) is 
the Asia-Pacific Civil Rights Bill.

b. I cosponsored and strongly support 
this bill.

B. Two examples of how the law discriminates against 
people of Asian and Pacific ancestry —

1. Quota allotments.

a. Of 158,000 annual immigration allowed 
only 2,890 for Asia and Pacific -- 1.82%.

b. Northern and Western Europe over 81%.

c. Southern and Eastern Europe over 17%.

2. How immigrants chosen.

a. For persons of haole ancestry—place 
of birth determines what quota they 
fall under.

b. For persons of Asian and Pacific 
ancestry —race or ancestry is used.
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--No matter where you were 
born, if you are an Oriental 
or a Polynesian, you must fall 
under one of the very tiny 
quotas for Asia and the Pacific.

C. Prospects for passage.

1. For the first time in many years, very 
promising.

2. Administration has called up all its big­
gest guns -- Secretary of State Rusk, 
Attorney General Katzenbach, and other 
Cabinet members — to fight for enactment.

3 . Senate

a. 9 out of 16 Judiciary Committee mem­
bers—a clear majority—cosponsoring 
the bill for the first time.

b. 37 Senators have cosponsored the bill.

4• House

a. Less encouraging —only 9 out of 30- 
member Judiciary Committee cosponsored 
the bill.

b. Congressman Michael Feighan, Chairman 
of the Immigration Subcommittee, has 
indicated his support in principle of 
the bill.

c. Congressman Emanuel Geller, Chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, has long 
been a champion of immigration reform.

d. But Feighan and Geller have locked 
horns in a bitter battle for power 
and prestige in the Judiciary . Cr.M^LCommitt.ee

5* If the Administration wants the bill badly enough, 
it will pass.

a. Administration is so powerful, that we 
are very close to being a government by 
fiat--almost anything it wants, it gets-­

. Congress gives it to the Administration 
in exactly the form it wants the bill.

Committ.ee
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Two examples:

Education bill--all amendments 
beaten down automatically be­
cause Administration wanted it 
that way.

$8 billion appropriation for Treasury, 
Post Office and Executive Office 
passed within an hour with hardly 
any debate.

b. Anything the Administration does pot want, 
it can defeat.

Example: It didn’t want the poll tax 
amendment (to outlaw poll taxes in 
State and local elections) in the 
voting rights bill. In spite of 
strong feeling for eliminating the 
poll tax, the Administration--using 
its well-known arm-twisting methods-- 
beat the amendment by narrow vote 
of 49 to 45.

c. If the Administration wants the immigration 
= bill passed badly enough, the bill will pass.

D. After all, what we are asking for in the immigration 
bill is very reasonable—wipe out all the racial dis­
crimination, especially against the Asia-Pacific 
peoples, from our present immigration laws.

What we seek at home for Americans, we seek for all mankind-- 

the equality of all men—and immigration reform is a part of 

that struggle.

As one who is committed to the full attainment of equality 

and brotherhood, I am determined to do all I can to erase racial 

discrimination from our national life. I believe strongly that

all the rights set forth in the Constitution should be enjoyed
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by all Americans, regardless of race or color.

As a member of the United States Senate, I look forward 

to the day, soon I hope, when there will be in our Nation fair 

and just immigration laws, proclaiming to the whole world that 

we practice what we preach—that in the eyes of the law all 

men are equal, brothers in the family of man.


