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Federated States of Micronesia Capital Site Selected 

The Joint Coordinating Committee on Capital 
Relocation held its first meeting on Ponape last month 

and unanimously selected Palikir area on Ponape Island as 

the site where the Capital of the Federated States of 

Micronesia will be located, according to Resio Moses, 

Administrator of the Community Services Department. 

The Federated States of Micronesia will consist of the 

Districts of Yap, Truk, Ponape, and Kosrae. 

The Committee, Moses said, selected the General 

Palikir area over two other alternative sites on Ponape 
Island. These two are the Ponape Agriculture Station and 

Etscheit property, both located in Kolonia, the district 

center. 

Palikir, located four miles southwest of the district 
center, was mentioned at one time by the Congress of 

Micronesia as the future site for the Trust Territory 

Headquarters. In 1976, a group of Palikir landowners 

requested the Congress and the Trust Territory   

Administration to reconsider a proposed plan to relocate 

the Headquarters there. 

“Following consideration of numerous factors relating 

to these alternative sites, the Palikir area was unanimously 

selected over the other sites,’’ Moses said. ‘‘However, in 

making this selection the Committee excluded from the 

general area that portion of Palikir which is presently used 

by homesteaders for farming,’’ he said. 

Those who attended the meeting, in addition to Moses, 

were Administrator of the Development Services 

Department Lazarus Salii and Margaret Tudela of the 

Department of Administrative Services; temporary 

Chairman of the Committee Senator Pedrus Tun of Yap, 

House Speaker Bethwel Henry and Senate President 

Tosiwo Nakayama, all from the Congress of Micronesia; 

Acting Ponape Governor Bermin Weilbacher; Iso Nanikin 

of Net Municipality; and a representative of the Ponape 

Legislature. 

  

  

COM Accepts Referendum Results 

The referendum results from the July 12th voting have 

been accepted by the Congress of Micronesia. In adopting 

House Joint Resolution 7-144 the Congress has declared 

the results as final and official and will accept the 

separation of the Marshalls and Palau from the Federated 

States of Micronesia. This was not without some 

discussion in the House of Representatives. Congressman 

Luke Tman wanted to make some amendments to the 

resolution which would have left off Palau and the 

Marshalls and left it to the Secretary of the Interior to 

certify the results in those Districts. The proposed 

amendments were in response to a comment in the cover 

letter which came with the latest Secretarial Order in 

which DOTA Mrs. Ruth G. Van Cleve said that it would 

not be appropriate for the Congress to call a special 

election in the Districts if serious faults were found in the 

referendum. It would be up to the Interior Department to 

make that decision. After considerable debate and a delay 

in the voting for two days, the resolution was finally 

passed without amendments covering all six Districts. The 

Senate passed the resolution without debate on October 

26.   

Yap 

Gubernatorial Candidates Named 

Two candidates will run for Governor of Yap and 21 

others will vie for the ten seats in the Yap District 

Legislature on November 7, reports from Yap indicate. 

Yap District Administrator Edmund Gilmar and 

Congress of Micronesia Senator John Mangefel have been 

officially certified by the Yap Election Commissioner as 

candidates for Governor. 

Both Gilmar and Mangefel are from Yap proper. The 

winner will appoint a Lt. Governor from the outer islands 

with the advice and consent of the Council of Tamol, as is 

required under the Yap Charter. 
Of the 21 candidates running for the legislature, 14 are 

from Yap proper and 7 are from the outer islands. The 

new Yap legislature will have 10 seats, 6 of which are for 

Yap proper and the remaining 4 are alloted to the outer 

islands.  



U.N. Day Message 

The following United Nations Day message to the 

people of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands was 

released by Miss Sheila Harden, Acting President of the 

U.N. Trusteeship Council: 

“| wish, on this thirty-third anniversary of the United 

Nations, to convey to the peoples of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands warm greetings and best wishes for 

your well-being and prosperity. 

“The Trusteeship Council has during the past year 

followed with close attention the political, economic, and 

social developments in Micronesia and it has examined in 

detail the steps taken towards the attainment of the 

objectives of the International Trusteeship System. 

‘‘The Council considered the reports of the 

Administering Authority on conditions in Micronesia at 

its forty-fifth session in May and June this year, and in the 

course of its debate, it was greatly assisted by the 

Participation in the discussions of Mr. Adrian P. Winkel, 

High Commissioner of the Trust Territory, Mr. Carlos S. 

Camacho, Governor of the Northern Mariana Islands, 

Senator Bailey Olter and Representative Raymond Setik, 

members of the Congress of Micronesia, and Senator 

Lorenzo Guerrero of the Northern Mariana Islands 

Legislature. 

“The information which they provided to the Council 

was supplemented by individuals and groups who 

presented their views during the same session. 

“The Council noted with interest the “Statement of 

Principles for Free Association”, which was approved on 

April 9, 1978, at Hilo by representatives of the United 
States, the Commission on Future Political Status and 

Transition of the Congress of Micronesia, the Marshall 

Islands Political Status Commission, and the Palau 

Political Status Commission. Further negotiations on the 

future political status of the Trust Territory are in 

progress. The Council expressed the hope that the 

Administering Authority would keep it informed of the 
progress made in the discussions held on the subject. 

“The Council also expressed the hope that the 
Micronesians would cooperate with the Administering 

Authority in maintaining and developing mutually 

beneficial relations between the districts. In that 

connection, the Council hoped that the Micronesians 

would take all necessary steps to establish, after the 

termination of the Trusteeship Agreement, the 

all-Micronesian entity which they had agreed upon at 

Molokai, Hawaii, in October 1977. 

“The Council noted with satisfaction that since the 

United Nations Day message last year, the first elected 
Government had taken office in the Northern Mariana 

Islands on January 9, 1978. It further noted with 

satisfaction that the Administering Authority hoped to 

maintain social, economic and cultural cooperation 

between the Northern Mariana Islands and the rest of the 

Territory. It urged the Administering Authority and the 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands. to pursue 

that objectives. 

“This year as you may remember, the Trusteeship 

Council, on the invitation of the Administering Authority 
and of the Congress of Micronesia, sent a Visiting Mission 
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to Micronesia to observe the Constitutional Referendum 

on July 12. As a member of that Mission, | have had the 

opportunity to visit the Trust Territory twice this year in 

connection with the Constitutional Referendum. 

“It has been a great pleasure to me to visit your 

beautiful islands and | have been most impressed by the 

quality and dedication of your leaders. | was also touched 

by the warmth of the welcome extended to my colleagues 

and myself as representatives of the United Nations. 

“On behalf of the members of the Trusteeship Council, 

| wish to assure you that the Council will continue to do 

its utmost in cooperation with you — the people of 

Micronesia — and with the Administering Authority, to 

help promote the political, economic and_ social 

advancement of the Trust Territory and will do everything 

possible to ensure the progressive development of the 

Territory towards the achievement of the basic objectives 

of the International Trusteeship System.” 

———— Elections Coming up ———— 
The year 1978 has been a year for voting, but it is not 

over yet. Truk District had its chartered election in 

August and its government was inaugurated on September 
26. 

Election for Yap and Kosrae will be held on November 

7, this year. In Yap District, District Administrator 

Edmund Gilmar and Senator John Mangefel are running 

for Governor. In Kosrae, only one candidate is running for 

Governor, the present Deputy District Administrator, 

Jacob Nena. Two candidates for Lt. Governor are Fred 

Sigrah, Kosrae personnel officer, and Yosiwo George, T.T. 

Social Security Administrator. 

The High Commissioner has amended the Marshall 

Islands Nitijela Charter on October 27, 1978 to postpone 

the Nitijela election from November 7, 1978 to December 

15, 1978, and also set November 17, 1978 as the deadline 

for filing of nominating petitions. Absentee ballot 

requests may be made until November 20. The deadline 

for all absentee ballots to reach the Election 

Commissioner's office is December 11, 1978. 

In Palau, election for delegates to the Palau 

constitutional convention will take place on November 

28. The convention will convene for 50 calendar days 

beginning in January of next year. 

The election for the chartered district government of 

Ponape will be held on November 12, next year. 

On territory-wide level, the elections for the Congress 

of Micronesia scheduled for November 7 of this year were 
cancelled by a Secretarial Order. As of October first, this 

year, the Marshalls and Palau delegates to the Congress 

became members-at-large of their district legislatures. The 

order also changed the name of the Congress to “Interim 

Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia’’ beginning 

Nov. 1, 1978. This Interim Congress will remain in effect 

until May 15, next year. Election for the Congress of the 

Federated States of Micronesia will take..place no later 

than March 31, 1979, and organization@f that Congress 

will take place not later than May 15, 1979, according to 

Secretarial Order 3027.  


