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Federated States of Micronesia Capital Site Selected

The Joint Coordinating Committee on Capital
Relocation held its first meeting on Ponape last month
and unanimously selected Palikir area on Ponape Island as
the site where the Capital of the Federated States of
Micronesia will be located, according to Resio Moses,
Administrator of the Community Services Department.
The Federated States of Micronesia will consist of the
Districts of Yap, Truk, Ponape, and Kosrae.

The Committee, Moses said, selected the General
Palikir area over two other alternative sites on Ponape
Island. These two are the Ponape Agriculture Station and
Etscheit property, both located in Kolonia, the district
center.

Palikir, located four miles southwest of the district
center, was mentioned at one time by the Congress of
Micronesia as the future site for the Trust Territory
Headquarters. In 1976, a group of Palikir landowners
requested the Congress and the Trust Territory

Administration to reconsider a proposed plan to relocate
the Headquarters there.

“’Following consideration of numerous factors relating
to these alternative sites, the Palikir area was unanimously
selected over the other sites,”” Moses said. ‘‘However, in
making this selection the Committee excluded from the
general area that portion of Palikir which is presently used
by homesteaders for farming,’’ he said.

Those who attended the meeting, in addition to Moses,
were Administrator of the Development Services
Department Lazarus Salii and Margaret Tudela of the
Department of Administrative Services; temporary
Chairman of the Committee Senator Pedrus Tun of Yap,
House Speaker Bethwel Henry and Senate President
Tosiwo Nakayama, all from the Congress of Micronesia;
Acting Ponape Governor Bermin Weilbacher; Iso Nanikin
of Net Municipality; and a representative of the Ponape
Legislature.

COM Accepts Referendum Results

The referendum results from the July 12th voting have
been accepted by the Congress of Micronesia. In adopting
House Joint Resolution 7-144 the Congress has declared
the results as final and official and will accept the
separation of the Marshalls and Palau from the Federated
States of Micronesia. This was not without some
discussion in the House of Representatives. Congressman
Luke Tman wanted to make some amendments to the
resolution which would have left off Palau and the
Marshalls and left it to the Secretary of the Interior to
certify the results in those Districts. The proposed
amendments were in response to a comment in the cover
letter which came with the latest Secretarial Order in
which DOTA Mrs. Ruth G. Van Cleve said that it would
not be appropriate for the Congress to call a special
election in the Districts if serious faults were found in the
referendum. It would be up to the Interior Department to
make that decision. After considerable debate and a delay
in the voting for two days, the resolution was finally
passed without amendments covering all six Districts. The
Senate passed the resolution without debate on October
26.

Yap
Gubernatorial Candidates Named

Two candidates will run for Governor of Yap and 21
others will vie for the ten seats in the Yap District
Legislature on November 7, reports from Yap indicate.

Yap District Administrator Edmund Gilmar and
Congress of Micronesia Senator John Mangefel have been
officially certified by the Yap Election Commissioner as
candidates for Governor.

Both Gilmar and Mangefel are from Yap proper. The
winner will appoint a Lt. Governor from the outer islands
with the advice and consent of the Council of Tamol, as is
required under the Yap Charter.

Of the 21 candidates running for the legislature, 14 are
from Yap proper and 7 are from the outer islands. The
new Yap legislature will have 10 seats, 6 of which are for
Yap proper and the remaining 4 are alloted to the outer
islands.







