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WAIMANALO TECHNOLOGY CENTER DEDICATION 
AUGUST 16, 2004

In April of 2003,1 helped to open the first such technology center in Anahola.

Hawaiian Homestead Technology is one of 12 native businesses that came together 
to form the Inter-Tribal Information Technology company to create technology jobs 
in underemployed Native communities around the country. Hawaiian Homestead 
Technology is a wholly owned for-profit firm of the Council for Native Hawaiian 
Advancement. All profits are directed back to support Hawaiian initiatives.

To date, $54 million has been appropriated over a two-year period (FY03 - 04). Just 
a few months ago, the first task order of $9.6 million was issued by the Marine 
Corps to convert some of its military manuals from paper into electronic formats for 
easier management, updating and worldwide access. To demonstrate a continuing 
level of interest, Senator Stevens and I included $6.4 million in FY05, even though 
additional dollars were not really necessary because of the amount that is still 
sitting.

The Anahola Center and very shortly, this Center will be models for the other 
Native American businesses. Anahola is the most successful to date. The Anahola 
Tech Center started with 6 employees and currently has 12 Native Hawaiians 
working on maintenance manuals for three aircraft: Hl(Navy), E2C (Navy), and 
the Apache Helicopter (Army). This is the second center, with Papakolea and 
Molokai waiting in the wings. I understand that you are planning to start with 6-8 
workers from the community, and the first project you will be working on will be 
the conversion of diagrams for the Marine Corps. And, you will be mentored by 
Anahola. The plan is that all centers be sited on homestead areas, and in particular, 
those with active homestead associations to provide support and a level of 
operational management.


