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214 N. Domingo 
Quezon City 
December 19, 1978 

UNIVE:R:;~~ COLLECTION 
OF HAWAII LIBRARY 

Dear Friends: 

The Task Force Detainees of the Philippines extends its appreciation 
and gratitude to its benefactors and friends for their moral and financial 
support given to carry on TFDP's ministry. Bef(.·re 1978 closes we want 
to say 11 A Big Thank You and May The Lord Bless You All!" At the same 
time, we want to wish you ahead a very happy 1979 New Year. 

I am sure you want to hear about the conditions of our friends, the 
poor and the oppressed, victims of injustice especially the political 
detainees and their families. While the press has been quite loud in the 
past months with amnesty and releases, we have still to see a political 
detainee freed by virtue of an amnesty. Amnesty has been granted to 
persons temporarily released from detention. There is a big differenc~ 
between what is written in papers, news proclaimed in the radio and with 
the sad realities that exist in our country. While big numbers of 
releases had been stated in the press, we could count on our fingers 
releases of political detainees. By and large, as usual, the releases 
were criminal elements if ever there were releases. And yet the few 
releases among political detainees are not comparable to the number of 
new-arrests. The number of new arrests in the provinces could be 9 or 
even 10 times more than the releases. By and large, the new arrests thede 
past months have been from the really economically poor: farmers, workers, 
fishermen, urban poor. And the conditions in the camps in which detainees 
live, ·remain as bad as they were before (detainees literally live in sub• 
human conditions). If I may quote from a detainee 1 s letter dated Dec. 4, 
which I just received today: "••• the provincial command is still the same 
with their treatment towards detainees. Harassments, pocketing of detai­
nees' money for mess, getting detainees to work foT personal jobs/errands, 
etc. •••"• 

In Zamboanga and Cotabato and in some parts of Mindanao and also in 
some parts of the Visayas, salvaging (secret killing after torture) has 
increased. If I may quote a Bishop " .•• detention is a secondary problem 
in this place. The pig problem is to locate the missing people and bury 
the dead•••" 

This second half of 1978, TFDP tried to focus more attention to our 
Muslim brothers in Cotabato and Zamboanga. For lack of personnel in the 
Muslim areas, we have been temporarily "loaning" personnel from Manila to 
do ground work in Cotabato and Zamboanga. Yet inspite of all the efforts 
since 1975, we feel our contribution to our Muslim brothers has been 

' ... 

minimal, and we do intend with yo~r help to continue to expand and intensify 
our efforts for them as well as for the workers, farmers, urban poor, and 
tribal Filipinos in other parts of the country. 
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For all these, we need your generous help to maintain TFDP progrti.ms: 
detainees program, family program, educational program for detainees' , 
children, documentation and other indirect services such as group consult­
ations a~~ng detainees' relatives and co-workers and awareness seminars. 

You would understand there is a lot for us to do to help our detained 
brothers and sisters and their families given the heightening militarization 
and oppression especially in the provinceso The Task Force Detainees in 
its 5 years existence has been trying to reach out to thousands ·of our 
brothers and sisterso To date, we have some 29 TFD units and working 
groups outside Manila area situated in different parts of the countryo The 
big majority of these units are still 100% financially dependent on TFDP 
central officeo Some of these units are manned with Sull-timers and to 
date TFD is maintaining some 18 full-timers with a good number of volun­
teerso Needless to say TFDP is willing to continue its ministry to our 
detained brothers and sisters ~~d their families inspite of risks and 
difficultieso Yet we cannot go on without your valuable support. We need 
you in our ministry. We would be grateful for anything you can pitch in 
for any of our programso 

We reiterate our deep SALAMAT and greet you with a joyous "MALIGAYANG 
PASKO and a MANIGONG BAGONG TAON! 11 

For our people, 

;z:/~ t;y- / l1 ,:~~~ e.) / ~vy"~ 

SISTER MARIANI Co DIMARANAN, CFIC 
Chairperson, TFDP 

Piease-cut~--------------------------------------------------------------

Date 

TFDP 
214 N. Domingo 
Quezon City, Philippines 

Dear -------------
Enclosed please find a check/cash in the amount of _______ as my/our 

monthly/quarterly/semi-annually/yearly donation to Task Force Detainees 
of the Philippines to support its: 

_________ Detainees Program ________ Documentation 

_________ Family Program ________ Administration 

Children's EdUCo ---------
(Please disregard this in 
case you have sent your 
donation) 

Indirect Services . --------
Sender 

Address 

,. 




