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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

SPEECH BEFORE THE 
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF TRIAL LAWYERS

50™ SPRING MEETING 
KAPALUA, HAWAII 

MARCH 18, 2000

My childhood was simple and uncomplicated. It was clear that improving one’s 
status in life was an honorable goal. The desired status was one that provided you 
with a lifetime of recognition, such as a physician or lawyer. Though it might have 
seemed unattainable, I decided to seek a medical degree. However, my wartime 
activities made that impossible, and as a result, I set my goals on becoming a 
lawyer.

I enjoyed my studies, and I looked forward to a proud career and a lifetime of 
achievements. However, the public’s attitudes began to change and over time, the 
legal profession has became a target of comic ridicule and political attack. In recent 
years, the attack has become a bit more specialized. The target has become the trial 
lawyer.

It has become a favorite target for certain national presidential candidates. The 
2000 presidential campaign has evolved into a campaign of charges and 
countercharges, character assassination and harsh rhetoric. However, there is 
unanimity and concurrence among candidates of one of our major parties — target 
the trial lawyers.

The attacks on trial lawyers are not limited to the presidential arena. During the 
past twenty years, there has been a major drive in the Congress to place caps on 
civil judgments and to limit lawyers fees.



I am proud of my law degree. Although I have had a very limited practice, I look 
back to those days with great satisfaction and pride. Therefore, it should be of no 
surprise that I have consistently voted against efforts to limit your legal activities.

One of the most commonly used phrases in my political arena is, “a level playing 
field.” Trial lawyers should be proud of their efforts to provide that level playing 
field. With your help, even the poor and impoverished can be assured of the 
services of a competent lawyer for damages and injuries inflicted upon them. 
Having said that, I wish to most respectfully suggest to you, as I have to some of my 
friends who are in active practice, that this campaign of ridicule and vilification 
against trial lawyers must be countered, and answered.

I know that your organization is involved in a campaign to improve the image of 
trial lawyers. Although you are skilled advocates and the best of the trial bar, you 
are small in number. I believe that all lawyers should get together to plan a massive 
public education program. Tell America that you provide the level playing field. 
Tell America that without your services, the poor and indigent may not be able to 
receive competent legal advice and representation. Tell America that you are not 
all ambulance chasers and blood suckers.

Looking beautiful in print will not suffice. I know that many of you have been 
trying your best to project the proper image, but I believe that your effort is not 
enough. You have your code of ethics. Do something about it.

As a proud bearer of a law degree, I am prepared to join you in your drive to 
restore the luster of my diploma.



Dan Inouye
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SHERATON WAIKIKI HOTEL

Tonight is a special evening. We are here to honor tradition, to recognize 
outstanding leaders, and to inspire a new legacy.

It is my privilege to join you in honoring three outstanding leaders this evening. 
The first is Master Navigator Nainoa Thompson who, through the voyages of the 
Hokulea and Hawaiiloa, has helped to raise the self-esteem and pride in Hawaiian 
children to know of the greatness of their ancestors. He has inspired all children of 
Hawaii to reach for the stars and to always follow their dreams. Nainoa Thompson 
truly embodies the spirit of the Charles Reed Bishop Medal.

The second man we honor tonight has given of his name and resources to endow a 
second medal at the Bishop Museum -- my dear friend, Bobby Pfeiffer. He too has 
spent much of his life as a navigator, navigating not only the high seas but also our 
economic seas. He is one of the most well-respected members of our nation’s 
merchant marine and our nation’s corporate world. From seaman to CEO of 
Hawaii’s premier navigation company, Bobby continues to give of his time and of 
himself to the people of Hawaii.



It is most fitting that the first honoree of the Robert J. Pfeiffer Medal is Hawaii’s 
favorite “Yes” man — Walter Dods. He is an inspiration to all local kids as an 
example of what you can do if you dare to dream. Starting at the bottom, he rose to 
the top of the bank that says “yes” and then to the highest position that a banker 
can aspire - the presidency of the American Bankers Association. Walter did it 
with humility, competency, and above all, with style. He is a generous community 
patron, a family patron, and yes, some say, my patron. Congratulations, Walter.

Equally important, we are here this evening to honor a great institution - the 
Bishop Museum - which has served the people of Hawaii for more than 100 years. 
It is home to many of our most precious treasures that speak of glorious stories of 
the past, as well as dark chapters in our islands’ history. I believe that we have an 
obligation to make this history live, rather than to simply fade into the walls of 
Hawaii Hall. The Museum must be more than a storage place. It should aspire to 
be a place to gather, to learn, to understand. The Museum should be a leader in 
facilitating discussion and consensus. Komo mai — welcome, our doors are open to 
all groups and ideas.

As we strive to make history come alive for Hawaii’s children, let us also set our 
sights forward into the future with the latest in technology to entice them into the 
exciting world of science. Science education is becoming increasingly tied to 
economic success - high technology, telecommunications, genetics, astronomy. To 
succeed, we must be science literate.

With an eye to inspiring excellence and encouraging our children to dream, I am 
pleased to learn of the Museum’s plans to construct a new Science Learning Center 
to challenge our students in math and science. This Center will encompass a state- 
of-the-art planetarium, imaging theater, as well as a host of interactive learning 
experiences. The Museum has been working on a fund-raising campaign for the 
past few years, and I am very pleased to recognize and thank our First Lady, Vicky 
Cayetano, who is our new chairperson. With her commitment and tenacity, I am 
most confident that the Center will be a reality.

We must take advantage of the many wonders of nature at our fingertips - from the 
Kilauea volcano to the beautiful coral reefs. We must also avail ourselves of our 
high technology assets -- a brand new ocean research vessel under construction, the 
Maui supercomputer and the largest compilation of telescopes in the world. Our 
children can experience from the great depths of the universe down to the deep 
ocean below in a virtual setting. Through this Center, we will dare them to dream 
and literally reach for the stars.


