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REMARKS BY UNITED STATES

SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE

1991 MARITIME DAY CELEBRATION

U.S. SENATE PARK

May 22, 1991



It gives me great pleasure to join

you in honoring the contributions of

our merchant seamen to Operation
* 
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Desert Shield and Operation Desert

Storm.



In recent weeks and months, the

return of our military men and women 

from the Desert has been foremost on 

our minds; we have been tying yellow 

ribbons to show our support, holding 

parades, and celebrating the victory

in a grand fashion.



Everyone is talking about Operation

Desert Storm. In so doing, the focus 

has been on the Air Force pilots who 

guided the smart-bombs, the tank
I ’

battalions and infantry men who 

delivered the "Hail Mary punch,"



the Marines who occupied Khafji and

Kuwait City, the engineers who 

cleared mine fields and the Navy 

fliers who shot down scud missiles.

We often times forget to ask

ourselves the mundane questions.



nWhat about the ammunition, food, and

supplies? How did it get there? Who 

gave the military the means to fight, 

and who fed them to keep them
• I .

strong?" For the most part, it was 

the men and women of the Merchant

Fleet



These were the men and women who

sailed through dangerously mined 

waters to deliver to our troops what 

they needed to fight and to survive. 

One of the lesser known facts is that 

our hospital ships were also manned 

by men and women of our Merchant

Fleet.



The men and women of the Merchant

Fleet risked their lives for our 

country.

We must give credit where credit 
*

is due. I wish to applaud the 

logistical efforts of the Maritime 

Administration. With only limited

resources and on short notice,



MarAd organized the great ocean-going

fleet which transported the necessary

war cargo. It undertook and carried

out this complex task in a timely and
$
*
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precise manner.

The success of Operation Desert

Storm required the combined efforts

of hundreds of thousands of people.



Today, we pay tribute to the unsung 

heroes and heroines — the men and 

women of our Merchant Fleet. Without 
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their courageous sacrifices we would 

not be celebrating our victory today.
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The willingness of the men and women 

of our Merchant Fleet to place 

themselves in harm's way in support 

of our soldiers is not widely known 

or recognized. But on this day, we 

alLgather to say, "Thank you very 
l * 

much."


