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Tourism is everybody’s 

business, everyday 
by Tourism Office & Tapuitea 

staff 

The spirit of tourism began 

when the call of the Pacific 

Princess with over 1,000 

passengers and crew brought a 

shower of blessings and boost to 

our economy Sunday, May 1, 

2005. Although it arrived later in 

the afternoon passengers enjoyed 

their tour provided by Betty 

Cavanaugh and Pago Pago 

Tradewind Tours at Maliu Mai 

TOURISM WEEK & SWAINS FLAG DAYis the main focus of this week on Beach Resort in Fogagogo and 

island. Time to promote tourism and celebrate the 80th anniversary of the raising of 

Old Glory on Swains Island. Have a happy, safe and great celebration this week. 

at HTC Paogofie’s Guest Fale in 

Pava’ia’1. 

Over 20 handicraft vendors 

Swains Flag Day, a holiday on Friday displayed their unique souvenirs 

by Office of the Governor 

The 80th anniversary of the raising 

of the US flag on Swains Island will 

be celebrated with a government holi- 

day this Friday. 

An enjoyable and festive program 

has been planned for Veterans Memo- 

rial Stadium in Tafuna. 

The fautasi race (yes, there’s a fautasi 

race) begins at 7am Friday with the 

program at the Stadium to start at 9am. 

” There will be floats from Read-to- 
Me Samoa, Mafutaga a Tina Tokelau, 

matu’u Tokelau Community and 

Women in New Dimnesions (WIND). 

The cultural entertainment will be 

presented by the Samoa Tokelau Com- 

munity, ECE Administrative Staff, 

Pava’ia’i Elementary School, Petesa 

Uta Youth Group, Leone High School 

Swing Choir and the American Samoa 

Tokelau Community. 

Traditional Tokelau presentations 

will be offered by William Pedro and 

an address by Representative Alex 

Jennings, House member for Swains 

PAC DUBIY4.Al 134 

Island. 

Rep. Alex Jennings says bout 200 

Swains islanders residing on Tutuila 

will take part in the one-day celebra- 

tion, including Swains Island native 

Papali'itele Jack "Tihati" Thompson, 

Honolulu-based businessmanand en- 

tertainer. 

"We are look forward to a great day 

this coming Friday,” said Rep. 

Jennings. “It’s a wonderful feeling to 

celebrate this big occasion for all of us 

who fly the stars and stripes.” 

A Samoa Tokelau Community group 

from Apia will be attending the festivi- 

ties and entertain. 

On May 13, 1925 "American sover- 

eignty was officially extended to 

Swains placing her under the jurisdic- 

tion of the American Samoa govern- 

ment. 

Swains, a privately owned remote 

atoll located about 200 miles north of 

Tutuila, makes up the seventh island 

of American Samoa in accordance with 

federal documents. 

for our visitor’s who departed at 

6pm for Tahiti. Planned activities 

for Tourism Week included a 

formal presentation on board the 

Pacific Princess and distribution 

Yukiko Ohara, an 

of bumper stickers and t-shirts to 

handicraft vendors and visitors 

aboard the cruise ship and on the 

main dock. 

With Tourism Week this week 

in American Samoa, Governor 

Togiola Tulafono says there is a 

lot of work that needs to be done 

to create the industry in the 

Territory. 

“Tourism Week gives us the 

opportunity to promote positive 

attitudes towards developing 

tourism in the Territory,” said 

Governor Togiola. “Tourism is 

everybody’s business, everyday.” 

The Governor said tourism 

creates jobs and brings in revenue 

every year for American Samoa. 

“It’s a public investment to 

accommodate travelers and their 

ever changing needs,” said 

Governor Togiola. “We must 

>more on back page 

  

Another new lawyer has} 

joined the Attorney General’s } 
Office. 

Congratulations and 

welcome to Ms. Yukiko 

Ohara, who has been selected 

from 20 applicants who have 

applied for Assistant Attorney 

General positions. 

Ms. Yukiko is a graduate of 

Doshisha University, Kyoto, 

Japan, and William Mitchell 

College of Law in St. Paul, 

Minnesota. Before being hired 

  
by the Department of Legal 

ew addition at AG 

  
Yuldko Ohara 

Affairs, she was a Law Clerk with the Law Office of Alan W.C. Ma in 

Honolulu, Hawaii. Yukiko will serve as Assistant Attorney General 

prosecutor for District Court. 
“I am very happy to welcome Yukiko to our islands and to our office,” 

said Attorney General Sialega Malaetasi Mauga Togafau. “I know that 

Yukiko’s experience with us will be very rewarding.” 

OFFICIAL AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
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“BUILDING SAFETY WEEK” 

PROCLAMATION 
WHEREAS, through our continuing attention to building 

safety, we enjoy the comfort and peace of mind of structures 
that are safe and sound; and, 
WHEREAS, American Samoa is constantly faced with 

the threat of natural disasters such as cyclones, tsunamis, 

landslides and earthquakes each year; and, 

WHEREAS, building safety and fire prevention officials 

are at work year round to guide the safe construction of 

buildings; and, 

WHEREAS, the dedicated members of the International 
Code Council, including building safety and fire prevention 

officials, architects, engineers, and others in the 

construction industry, develop and enforce codes to 

safeguard Americans in the buildings where we live, work, 

play and learn; and, 

WHEREAS, the International Codes, the most widely 

adopted building safety and fire prevention codes in the 

nation, are used by most U.S. cities, counties, and states. 

These modern, building safety codes also include 

safeguards to protect the public from natural disasters that 

can occur, such as snowstorms, hurricanes, tornadoes, 

wildland fires and earthquakes; and, 

WHEREAS, community awareness in American Samoa 

must be enhanced and our citizens need to be made more 
aware of the benefits of a properly constructed home, built 

with the consequences of fires and natural disasters in 

mind; and, 

WHEREAS, Building Safety Week, sponsored by the 

International Code Council Foundation, is an excellent 

opportunity to educate the public. It is a perfect time to 

increase public awareness of the role building safety and 

fire prevention officials, local building departments and 

federal agencies play in protecting lives and property; and, 

WHEREAS, this year’s theme, “Making Homes, Schools 

and Workplaces Safer Together,” encourages all 

Americans to raise our awareness of building safety, and 

to take appropriate steps to ensure that the places where 

we live, work, play and learn are safe. Countless lives have 

been saved because of the building safety codes adopted 

and enforced by local agencies; and, 

WHEREAS, this year, as we observe Building Safety 

Week, we ask all Americans to consider project to improve 

building safety at home and in the community, and to 

recognize the local building safety and fire prevention 

officials and the important role that they play in public safety. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, Togiola T.A. Tulafono, Governor 

of American Samoa, do hereby proclaim the week of May 
8" to the 14", 2005, as: and accordingly, our citizens are 

encouraged to participate in Building Safety Week activities 

and assist efforts to improve building safety. 

Building Safety Week May 8-14   

HUD HOME funds for new homes 

or rehabilitation available at DBAS 

by DBAS staff 

You may now apply to borrow from 

the Development Bank of American 

Samoa (DBAS) to build a new home 

or repair your existing home through 

the Housing Urban Development 

Home loan program (HUD HOME). 

However, you must be a US Citizen, 

National or Permanent Resident of 

American Samoa. 

More than $688,000 is available for 

the federal program this year and is 

to provide long-term mortgage 

financing for construction of new 

homes in American Samoa. If you 

wish to construct a new home, you 

must choose a plan from the standard 

plans for one, two, and three bedroom 

homes that have already been 

approved by the bank. Custom plans 

and modifications are not allowed. 

The approved plans are available at 

the DBAS office on the second floor 

‘of the Lumana’i Building, above the 

Post Office. Loans for the 

construction of new homes range from 

$25,000 to $40, 000. 

For those who require home 

rehabilitation, an additional $500,000 

is also available from HUD Program 

Income funds to renovate or repair 

your existing single-family home that 

you already occupy. These 

rehabilitation loans have a cap of 

$15,000. 

Both loan programs have income 

restrictions and other qualification 

requirements. Maximum household 

income allowable is based on family 

size and includes all adults living in 

the household. 

If you reside on communal land, 

you must obtain a Communal Land 

Lease signed by the family sa’o and 

approved by the Governor. As 

obtaining the land lease is a lengthy 

process, the bank urges applicants 

who must obtain one to initiate the 

process as soon as possible. DBAS 

offers assistance in obtaining this land 

lease. Those who own the land must 

provide a deed. 

After you have completed all the 

necessary paperwork, the application 

must then be submitted directly to 

Easther Jones, DBAS HUD Program 

Coordinator. 

The review process for all 

applications will begin after August 

12, 2005. Applicants can expect a 

written response from ASG/DBAS on 

the status of their application when 

the review process has been 

completed. Successful applicants are 

then given thirty days after they 

receive notification to comply with all 

approval conditions. Funds will be 

made available by October of this 

year. 

The deadline for all completed 

applications is August 5. 

  
Damage to a tin roof shack on Swains Island from the wrath of 

Hurricane Olaf. Happy Swains Island Flag Day...80th anniversary.



Samoan creation myth on stage 

the Community College way 

     

    

        

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
   
    
    
  

by ASCC Staff 

   
A special cultural performance by Samoan Language students was 

presented last Thursday, May 5", at the American Samoa Community 

College. 

The performance of choral readings of the Samoan creation myth, “O 

le Solo o le Va o le Foafoaga o le Lalolagi” covered the creation of the 

islands and the origin of human beings. 

It was a celebration of a unique aspect of the Samoan culture. And 

for Losi Tupo, a student and one of the orator characters, the research 

and performance of the project had its many challenges. 

“It’s been written that ‘you can articulate, enunciate and maybe even 

pronunciate, however, those three words do not mean a thing if you 

don’t know what you’re saying,’ and that’s exactly how I feel about this 

project,” said Tupo. “It causes you to remember the value of the language, 

especially in the difference between using the ‘t’ and the *k’ in Samoan 

usage.” 

As part of their semester project, the Samoan Language classes SAM 

111, SAM 151L and SAM 251 combined their talents in bringing this 

traditional story of man’s origins to life at the ASCC auditorium. 

Dave Mata’ utia, who led one of the chants in the performance using 

a rap-like rhythm, described the rewarding experience as a trip to the 

past. 

“It’s helped me, as well as other students in the project, absorb oral 

history and really tried to breakdown the concept of the myths and how 

it was passed on from generation to generation,” said Mata’utia. “It 

really helps the young people to learn about our oral traditions and 

understand events that happened in Samoa’s mythical past.” 

Instructors Seuamuli Fiamalua and Tamari Mulitalo-Cheung, along 

with Dr. Dan Aga, worked with students to translate the text from the 

page to the stage. The students will repeat the performance during the 

Faleula o Fatuiupu Samoan language conference in June which will be 

hosted by ASCC. 

“Choral reading represents one of the literary art forms or 

‘faatufugaga o faiva,’ along with faleaitu (comedy), and talafa’atino 

(drama),” said Mulitalo-Cheung. “During the conference in June, we 

hope to exhibit all of the performance types.” 

Mulitalo-Cheung said the students, initially, balked in doing the 

legwork to the project. 

“At first, the students were reluctant to do research on Samoan oral 

traditions, but once they started practicing the solo, [poem] they became 

highly motivated,” said Mulitalo-Cheung. “There is a lot more bonding 

among the students. It’s helped improve their pronunciation and build 

their confidence to speak the language out loud.” 

According to Seuamuli, well-known among Samoan language scholars 

internationally, the educational value of Samoan choral reading is a big 

boost for the Samoan student as a Samoan. 

“This performance serves to revitalize the language,” said Seuamulli. 

“It rejuvenates within our students a positive attitude toward Samoan 

and everything related to it. Once they understand this, the consequence 

is a revitalization of the self.” 

“It was a beautiful performance and | must say thanks to the students 

and their instructors for all the hard work of love,” said Dr. Dan Aga. 

“The support was fantastic with the audience creating that energy for 

encouragement and the spirit of love for your people and culture was 

very visible that afternoon. Don’t miss it in June.” 

The partnership of the American Samoa 

Tri-Agency on Developmental Disabilities 

(ASTADD), the Territorial Office of Homeland 

Security (TOHS), and the Territorial 

Emergency Management Coordinating Office 
(TEMCO) stand firm in “including people with 

disabilities in all emergency planning 

processes in American Samoa.” 

Currently the territorial emergency 

operations procedures do not include people 

with disabilities, although inclusion is 

mandated in the Americans with Disabilities 

Act 1990, Title Il, as well as a Presidential 

directive. 

ASTADD consists of members from the 
University Center for Excellence on 

Developmental Disabilities at the American 

Samoa Community College (ASCC-UCEDD), 

Office of Protection & Advocacy for the Disabled 

(OPAD), and the American Samoa 

Developmental Disabilities Planning Council. 
This tri-agency all share the ultimate goal to 

insure that people with disabilities feel safe 

during emergency situations. 

The American Samoa Territorial Emergency 

Operation Plan (TEOP), now in the process of 

renewal, will for the first time integrate and 

address individuals with disabilities in the main 

body of the plan as well as in an annex. This is 

precedent that sets a milestone for all people 
with disabilities by providing them with the 

respect of integration and full inclusion into the 
community, especially during times of 

emergency. 

The new TEOP will also allow areas of 
concern for people with disabilities to be 

addressed in the future. 
lupeli To'aiti’iti, an employee of the Feleti 

Barstow Public Library in Utulei, is-a 
wheelchair user who recently participated in 

the recent Full Scale Exercise organized by 
TOHS. 

Due to strong networking and cooperation, 

   
For more information on the Samoan Language 

project, contact the ASCC Department of Samoan 

Language & Culture at 699-9155, ext. 372. 

  
Swains Island after Hurricane Olaf paid a visit this year. 

Partnership to include disable in 

emergency plans discussed 
some of the goals achieved successfully 

since last year involve the inclusion of 

information for people with disabilities in 

TOHS brochures and literature. 
Another goal achieved the inclusion of 

students with disabilities during emergency 
planning in local schools, noting that evacuation 

procedures also needed to be addressed. 

However, by coordinating with TOHS and 

TEMCO, DOE administrators and principals of 

public and private schools in the Territory have 

been able to convene with DPS and other local 

emergency responder agencies to discuss the 

safety issues for the Territory's schools. 

The re-introduction and implementation of 

Standard Operation Procedures (SOP), 

evacuation plans, and fire drills will relieve 

concerns faced by school administrators, 

parents, families and children. 

These plans are mandatory and must be 

renewed annually in order for all public and 

private schools to receive financial assistance 

from FEMA should a disaster occur. 
Schools are required to turn in their final SOP 

plans by June 30, 2005 to TEMCO. 

Further training will take place including the 

Department of Human and Social Services 

(DHSS) Childcare department, whose day care 

service providers has been included in the 

outreach program aimed to provide training by 

TEMCO. 

A contractor hired by TOHS is expected to 

arrive in the Territory next month to coordinate 

and work together with Tri-Agency, TEMCO, and 

TOHS on re-writing a new TEOP, which will 

integrate and include people with disabilities. 

ASTADD would like to acknowledge the 

fantastic support of the following agencies and 

people: 

TOHS, Leaiataua Birdsall Ala’ilima, 

Advisor, and Leota Vaea Ainu'u, Outreach 

Manager; TEMCO, Fa’amausili Pola, Foafoa 

Moea’i and Helen Saofaigaoali’i.
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HISTORICAL 

NOTES 
by Stan Sorensen 

Historian, Office of the Governor 

On May 10, 1997, American 

Samoa’s first elected governor, Uifa’atali 

Peter Tali Coleman, was buried in 

Diamond Head Memorial Park, Hawai'i, 

following funeral services at St. 
Augustine's Church, Honolulu, which 

were attended by more than 700 people, 
including Governors Ben Cayetano of 

Hawai'i and Tauese P.F. Sunia of 

American Samoa. 

On May 11, 1966, one of Polynesian 

Airlines’ two DC-3 aircraft disintegrated 

in the air with three crew members 

(General Manager Captain George 

Scott, Operations Manager Captain 

Jerry Stancil and co-pilot Alastair 

Gibbens) aboard during a routine 

training flight. “The New Zealand 

investigators found that the accident 

was most probably caused by a 

specially fitted air stair door blowing 

open, breaking loose, and crashing into 

the tail structure.” 

On May 12, 1922, Commander John 

Martin Poyer, American Samoa’s 11th 
(and longest-serving) naval governor 

(March 1, 1915-June 10, 1919), died in 
Washington, D.C. 

On May 13, 1925 Lieutenant 

Commander C.D. Edgar, U.S.N., 
travelled to Swains Island and formally 
hoisted the American flag, sixty-nine 

years after Eli Hutchinson Jennings Sr. 
had raised it. 

On May 14, 1949, President Harry 

S. Truman directed the Secretaries of 

the Navy and Interior to develop plans 

for the transfer of American Samoa, 
Guam and the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands from Navy to Interior 

administration. 

On May 15, 1911, Governor William 

Michael Crose wrote a two-page letter 

to Secretary of the Navy George von L. 
Meyer stating that the designation “U.S. 

Naval Station Tutuila” was inadequate 

and incorrect, as it did not include the 

eastern Samoan islands. He said that 

“The people of Manu’a resent their 

being classed as part of ‘Tutuila,’ as 

Manu’a has always been independent, 

prosperous and of great pride of race.” 

He suggested that America’s Samoan 

Territory be called either “American 

Samoa” or “Eastern Samoa.” 
On May 16, 1977, American 

Samoa’s Governor, Hyrum Rex Lee, 

approved Public Law 15-23, which 

“officially requested the Secretary of the 

Interior to provide through the issuance 

of a Secretarial Order authority for the 

popular election of the Governor and 

Lieutenant Governor.” 
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Tourism Week 

want to just build tourism in American 

Samoa. We want to make American 

Samoa a tourism destination.” 

Governor Togiola said it has been a 

long-held dream for tourism to be a vital 

part of our economy because it is critical 

to our future. 

“It’s a vision,” said the Governor. “To 

bolster tourism, all 60,000 of us in the 

Territory must commit to transforming 

this vision into reality,and become part 

of the fabric for our island home.” 

Tourism activities during this special 

week included the election of officers at 

the Pago Pago Visitor’s Association 

Annual Meeting last Wednesday. 

The staff of the Tourism Office at the 

Department of Commerce have been 

visiting KSBS-FM 92.1 to promote the 

events of this week. 

Last Friday, there was a big Utulei 

Beach clean-up in conjunction with First 

Lady Mrs. Mary Tulafono and her 

Beautify Your Environment Project. 

Over the Mother’s Day weekend, there 

were canoe races on the shores of Utulei 

Beach Park, sponsored by S.P.O.R.T. 

Clinic /Sports Medicine Athletic Trainer, 

Aumauinuuese S. Puni was also on 

hand last Saturday to offer tips on body 

training. The Women’s Business Center 

also held a Handicraft Fair, where 

vendors sold unique and quality 

handicrafts. And the kids had a great 

time with airbrush tattoos that were 

available. 

On Sunday, Tourism Week included 

the Swains Island Commemorative 

Sunday Church Service at Fale Laumei 

(Lee Auditorium) in Utulei, as well as 

in honoring all the mother’s of American 

Samoa. 

Yesterday, John Pereira of the 

Tourism Office joined Yvona and John 

of the Equator Restaurant and Clarion 

Tradewinds Hotel on the KSBS-FM 92.1 

Breakfast Show. 

Scheduled for today, Tisa Fa’amuli 

of Tisa’s Barefoot Bar at Alega Beach 

Resort gets behind the mic to talk about 

Eco-Tourism on KSBS from 7:45am 

until 8:15am. 

KSBS-FM Radio Breakfast Program 

featuring Tisa Fa’amuli and Alega Beach 

Resort and Eco-Tourism in American 

Samoa. It’s a good start in promoting 

tourism. 

10May05 

Governor Togiola, in this undated photo presenting an ava 

bowl to the Pacific Princess cruiseship as part of a past 

Tourism Week celebration. Happy Tourism Week! 

The schedule for the rest of the weeks is as follows: 

Wednesday, May 11"- 7:45am: KSBS-FM 

Breakfast Show with Moli Lemana of the 

Tourism Office and Andrew “Onolicious” 

Thompson, with thanks to Island Hut 

Restaurant; 10am: Governor’s Conference 

Room: Wear Red National Tourism Industry 

Day. Giveaway/Distribute Red T-shirts; 

Beautify Your Environment Project, led by First 

Lady Mary Tulafono, will be on KVZK-TV 

with a media presentation. 

Thursday, May 12**— 8:30pm: Hawaiian Air 

— “Talofa” Greeting Pago Pago International 

Airport - Cultural Performances at the Samoan 

Fale. 

Friday, May 13'— 8am: Veterans Memorial 

Stadium — 80 Anniversary of the Raising of 

the U.S. Flag on Swains Island; - Miss Manu’a 

Pageant — Manu’a Islands/Miss ASCC — 

Mapusaga Campus. 

Saturday, May 14 — KVZK-TV broadcast 

of the 2004 Miss South Pacific Pageant; 

Women’s Soccer Tournament — Faga’alu 

Park. American Samoa National Olympic 

Committee - Breakfast Plates Fundraising for 

Palau South Pacific Mini Games. Tickets 

Available: Ed Imo — 633-1246 or Ken Tupua 

— 252-6659 

“We know we are a giant step away in realizing our 

shared vision that will provide economic benefits for 

our island community for generations to come,” said 

Governor Togiola. “Let us all vigorously support the 

work to making tourism work. Every little bit counts 

and it does make a difference.”   

 


