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In the name of the Kalingas and Bontocs, Tribal Filipinos or 
cultural minorities residing in the Cordillera Mountains of Northern 
Luzon, in the Philippines, I would like to appeal for your support. 

The Kalinga and Bontoc people face the danger of dislocation 
. from their ancestral lands, because of the Chico River Dam Project. 
This is a project of the Philippine Government through the National 
Power Corporation, involving the construction of four hydro-electric 
dams in the Mountain Province and the Province of Kalinga-Apayao. At 
ieast 90,000 people stand to lose their homes, their farms carved as 
beautiful rice terraces on the mountain sides, their places of worship 
and their sacred burial grounds. In short, their own survival as a 
people is endangered--all in the name of "progress." 

Actually, the electricity generated by these dams will not 
benefit the people--but will be channeled to the lowland areas to pro­
vide power for rich landlords and large multinational companies. For 
example, in the Province of Cagayan, to benefit from the dams will be 
large tracts of lands belonging to high government officials; in Abra, 
the Cellophil Resources Corporation, a government pulp and paper mill 
whose products are primarily for export to Japan and Europe, and which 
is also encroaching on the ancestral forests of another minority group, 
the Tingguians, for pine wood raw materials; and in Baguio, the Ameri­
can and other foreign mining companies exploiting the natural resources 
in the area. 

Ever since they learned about the project, the Bontoc and 
Kalinga people--elders, warriors, women and youtb--have shown their 
staunch opposition. Several instances of encounter with initial sur-
vey teams, construction people and their military escorts are recorded. 
The methods they used to ward off the intruders by means of traditional 
ways are examples which are worthy of emulation by any exploited group. 
These brave people oppose the dams because: 

1. Tbe project is a threat to their own livelihood and sur­
vival (economic); 

2. They were not consulted at all regarding the plans for this 
project-- a matter which greatly affects their lives. They 
were not asked to participate in tbe decision - making process 
( political); 

3. Their own very culture, beliefs, values, customs, way of life, 
are in danger of being annihilated and lost should dislocation 
take place (cultural and religious). 

To strengthen their opposition, the Bontoc and Kalinga people 
have come together several times to discuss this common problem to de­
cide what actions they have to do to prevent the usurpation of their 
rights. Representatives from various villages gather in a barrio 
(village) to have a peace pact or Bodong. During such peace pacts 
the y enter into agreement among one another, on how to safeguard their 
rights. Specific provisions or pagta are enumerated on how the peace 
pact will be impl e mented. Sanctions in case of violation are also 
included. For example, people from the tribes agreed not to work for 
the National Power Corporation. If one does accept employment, he is 
ostracized and is excluded from the protection of all the people covered 
by the peace pacts. If something happens to him, even his own barrio 
people will not come to his rescue. 

Several peace pacts have been made by the tribespe ople regarding 
the Chico Dam ~roblern . Depending on the developments, they renew and 
revise the provisions after a few months. In December 1978, a Bodo ng 
was held in Barrio Bugnay, ~lunicipali t y of Tinglayan, Pr o vinc e of Kalinga­
Apay ao. This was preceded by another in June 1978 in the same place. 
The people see the need of holding a renewal this coming December or 
e a rly in January 1980. 
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Having a Bodong entails a lot of preparation. First of all, 
representatives from 22 affected barrios have to be invited. Supporters 
from outside have to be informed. Last year, representatives from the 
church, universities, local and foreign journalists participated. 
There were at least 200 guests in all. This really gave the people 
moral support in their struggle for their rights. However, all these 
visitors have to be fed for the duration of the ceremony, which usuall y 
lasts for at least three days. The host barrio people contribute wha t 
they can--at l e ast 2 gantas of rice per family, sweet potatoes, basi 
(sugar cane wine), tapuy (rice wine), chicken, tobacco. An important 
aspect of the ceremony, however, is the killing of the carabao and of 
the pig. The elders read signs from the pig's liver. Depending on its 
position, the peace pact will be successful or not. The people canno t 
afford to provide at least 2 carabaos and 4 pigs needed for the occasion. 
They a~so need funds for transportation expenses in delivering invita­
tions which have to be hand-carried for safety, as well as follow-up 
wo rk in the legal aspects of their struggle. The people have been fight­
ing for at least 5 years. They have spent a lot in terms of money, but 
more important , their energy. During these years. their day-today lives 
have been greatly affected. Their integrity, steadfastness, firm stand 
and solidarity and unity is admirable and a living example for all 
oppressed people . This is their biggest asset . The support of many 
friends, in the Philippines and abroad, has also helped them ve ry greatly 
and given them a lot of courage. 

We ask our friends once again to show their concern a nd solidarity 
with the Bontocs and Kalingas. We urgently encourage our readers to 
participate or be involved in any or all of the following actions: 

1. Share financially by giving a donation according to your 
capacity, for the Bodong and fo r other expenses in connection 
with the struggle. (Send to Fr. Ed Gerlock o r Fr. Gigi Cocquio, 
Sacred Heart Church, 85-786 Old Gove r nment Rd ., Waianae, 
Hawaii 96792) ; 

2. Writ e a lette r to Prime Ministe r Ferdinand E. Marcos (Mala­
canang, Manila, Philipp ines ) to stop the Chico River Dam 
Projec t . 

3. Write a letter to Mr. Robert McNamara (Chairman of the Board, 
Wo rld Bank, Washington, D.C.) not to approve the loan to the 
Philippine Government which will finance the dame construction . 

4 . Write letters of support to the Bontocs and Kalingas express ­
ing your concern and solidarity. Address it to ~Ir. Macliing 
Dulag, Barangay Captain, Barrio Bugnay, Tinglayan, Kalinga­
Apayao, Philippines. 

MAHALO, THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MARAMING SALAMAT, DIOS TI AG- NGINA, 
DAGHANG SALAMAT! 

FATHER MA NUEL LAHOZ 
Field Worker 
Episcopal Commission on 

Tribal Filipinos 




