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Congress of the United States
TWashington, DE 20515

October 13, 1999

The Honorable David R. Obey

Ranking Minority

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
House Appropriations Committee

2314 Rayburn H.O.B.

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Dave;

As the country prepares to celebrate the 35" Anniversary of Project Head
Start, the U.S. Congress must not abandon our promise to ensure that every child enters
school ready to learn. We therefore urge you to fund Head Start for FY 2000 at the level
of $5.267 billion provided in the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education appropriations bill. However, we also urge you to include this full amount
without forward funding a significant portion of the Head Start budget. Although we
have a fiscal responsibility to balance our national budget, we must not do so by
withholding educational opportunity to working and low-income families. The proposals
in both the House and Senate to forward fund nearly one-third of the Head Start
program's FY 2000 budget into FY 2001 do just that.

While we are pleased that the Senate has attempted to respond positively to an
effective and proven program that serves less than 40% of eligible children, we are
concerned that doing so in such a manner may be more of a step back than forward.
Unlike many education programs that are forward funded because they do not need to
spend their appropriated funds until the following school year, Head Start programs spend
their grant funds upon receipt in the current fiscal year.

These proposals alarm local Head Start programs. The amount of funding proposed
to be available in FY 2000 is $1.3 billion short of FY 1999 available funds. Programs view
this as a cut. Consequently, Head Start programs could have to reduce their own program's
budgets for staff training, have difficulty securing full-year lease agreements and discounts
on full-year contracts with vendors in their communities, and ultimately turn children away
in the FY 2000 period because they will not have the funds to make ends meet.

We urge you to fund Head Start at the level of $5.267 billion provided in the
Senate FY 2000 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill,

and to do so without budgetary mechanisms that balance the budget on the backs of our
children.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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October 13, 1999

The Honorable John Edward Porter

Chairman

Subcommittee On Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
House Appropriations Committee

2373 Raybum House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As the country prepares to celebrate the 35" Anniversary of Project Head Start, the
U.S. Congress must not abandon our promise to ensure that every child enters school
ready to learn. We therefore urge you to fund Head Start for FY 2000 at the level of
$5.267 billion provided in the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
appropriations bill. However, we also urge you to include this full amount without
forward funding a significant portion of the Head Start budget. Although we have a fiscal
responsibility to balance our national budget, we must not do so by withholding
educational opportunity to working and low-income families. The proposals in both the
House and Senate to forward fund nearly one-third of the Head Start program's FY 2000
budget into FY 2001 do just that.

While we are pleased that the Senate has attempted to respond positively to an
effective and proven program that serves less than 40% of eligible children, we are
concerned that doing so in such a manner may be more of a step back than forward.
Unlike many education programs that are forward funded because they do not need to
spend their appropriated funds until the following school year, Head Start programs spend
their grant funds upon receipt in the current fiscal year.

These proposals alarm local Head Start programs. The amount of funding proposed
to be available in FY 2000 is $1.3 billion short of FY 1999 available funds. Programs view
this as a cut. Consequently, Head Start programs could have to reduce their own program's
budgets for staff training, have difficulty securing full-year lease agreements and discounts
on full-year contracts with vendors in their communities, and ultimately turn children away
in the FY 2000 period because they will not have the funds to make ends meet.

We urge you to fund Head Start at the level of $5.267 billion provided in the
Senate FY 2000 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill,
and to do so without budgetary mechanisms that balance the budget on the backs of our
children.
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Washington, DL 20313

October 13, 1999

The Honorable David R. Obey

Ranking Minority

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
Committee on Appropriations

2314 Rayburn H.O.B.

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Obey:

As the country prepares to celebrate the 35" Anniversary of Project Head
Start, the U.S. Congress must not abandon our promise to ensure that every child enters
school ready to learn. We therefore urge you to fund Head Start for FY 2000 at the level
of $5.267 billion provided in the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education appropriations bill. However, we also urge you to include this full amount
without forward funding a significant portion of the Head Start budget. Although we
have a fiscal responsibility to balance our national budget, we must not do so by
withholding educational opportunity to working and low-income families. The proposals
in both the House and Senate to forward fund nearly one-third of the Head Start
program's FY 2000 budget into FY 2001 do just that.

While we are pleased that the Senate has attempted to respond positively to an
effective and proven program that serves less than 40% of eligible children, we are
concerned that doing so in such a manner may be more of a step back than forward.
Unlike many education programs that are forward funded because they do not need to
spend their appropriated funds until the following school year, Head Start programs spend
their grant funds upon receipt in the current fiscal year.

These proposals alarm local Head Start programs. The amount of funding proposed
to be available in FY 2000 is $1.3 billion short of FY 1999 available funds. Programs view
this as a cut. Consequently, Head Start programs could have to reduce their own program's
budgets for staff training, have difficulty securing full-year lease agreements and discounts
on full-year contracts with vendors in their communities, and ultimately turn children away
in the FY 2000 period because they will not have the funds to make ends meet.

We urge you to fund Head Start at the level of $5.267 billion provided in the
Senate FY 2000 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill,

and to do so without budgetary mechanisms that balance the budget on the backs of our
children.
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ongress of the @nited States
TWashington, DT 20515

October 13, 1999

The Honorable Tom Harkin

Ranking Minority

Approprations Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education and
Related Agencies

531 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Harkin:

As the country prepares to celebrate the 35" Anniversary of Project Head
Start, the U.S. Congress must not abandon our promise to ensure that every child enters
school ready to learn. We therefore urge you to fund Head Start for FY 2000 at the level
of $5.267 billion provided in the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education appropriations bill. However, we also urge you to include this full amount
without forward funding a significant portion of the Head Start budget. Although we
have a fiscal responsibility to balance our national budget, we must not do so by
withholding educational opportunity to working and low-income families. The proposals
in both the House and Senate to forward fund nearly one-third of the Head Start
program's FY 2000 budget into FY 2001 do just that.

While we are pleased that the Senate has attempted to respond positively to an
effective and proven program that serves less than 40% of eligible children, we are
concerned that doing so in such a manner may be more of a step back than forward.
Unlike many education programs that are forward funded because they do not need to
spend their appropriated funds until the following school year, Head Start programs spend
their grant funds upon receipt in the current fiscal year.

These proposals alarm local Head Start programs. The amount of funding proposed
to be available in FY 2000 is $1.3 billion short of FY 1999 available funds. Programs view
this as a cut. Consequently, Head Start programs could have to reduce their own program's
budgets for staff training, have difficulty securing full-year lease agreements and discounts
on full-year contracts with vendors in their communities, and ultimately turn children away
in the F'Y 2000 period because they will not have the funds to make ends meet.

We urge you to fund Head Start at the level of $5.267 billion provided in the
Senate FY 2000 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill,
and to do so without budgetary mechanisms that balance the budget on the backs of our
children.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




oz it

-7 @L\F e,







L S22
U/k;h'w /M V4 W

/’

o (ke gl







Congress of the
Wlastington, DC 20313

October 13, 1999

The Honorable Arlen Specter

Chairman

Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education
And Related Agencies

SD-184

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As the country prepares to celebrate the 35" Anniversary of Project Head Start, the
U.S. Congress must not abandon our promise to ensure that every child enters school
ready to learn. We therefore urge you to fund Head Start for FY 2000 at the level of
$5.267 billion provided in the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
appropriations bill. However, we also urge you to include this full amount without
forward funding a significant portion of the Head Start budget. Although we have a fiscal
responsibility to balance our national budget, we must not do so by withholding
educational opportunity to working and low-income families. The proposals in both the
House and Senate to forward fund nearly one-third of the Head Start program's FY 2000
budget into FY 2001 do just that.

While we are pleased that the Senate has attempted to respond positively to an
effective and proven program that serves less than 40% of eligible children, we are
concerned that doing so in such a manner may be more of a step back than forward.
Unlike many education programs that are forward funded because they do not need to
spend their appropriated funds until the following school year, Head Start programs spend
their grant funds upon receipt in the current fiscal year.

These proposals alarm local Head Start programs. The amount of funding proposed
to be available in FY 2000 is $1.3 billion short of FY 1999 available funds. Programs view
this as a cut. Consequently, Head Start programs could have to reduce their own program'’s
budagets for staff training, have difficulty securing full-year lease agreements and discounts
on full-year contracts with vendors in their communities, and ultimately turn children away
in the FY 2000 period because they will not have the funds to make ends meet.

We urge you to fund Head Start at the level of $5.267 billion provided in the
Senate FY 2000 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill,
and to do so without budgetary mechanisms that balance the budget on the backs of our
children.
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