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Hr. John J. McCloy 
Assistant Secretary of War 
War Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. McCloy:

Since our discussion last Tuesday, I have taken 
the liberty of preparing a draft of a statement which 
I hope the President will be willing to send to Secretary 
Stimson for his use in connection with his announcement 
of the establishment of a combat unit for Japanese-Americans. 
I have already shown a copy of this draft to Elmer Davis 
and Mr. Cowles, and I believe Mr. Davis has a suggestion 
or two which he feels would strengthen the statement.

It is my belief that this is a matter that should 
be handled just between you or Secretary Stinson and Mr. 
Davis. Also, since it involves the whole manpower ap­
proach as well as general comments about American citi­
zens and others, it might be well if it were cleared with 
the President by Mr. Davis. However, this is a matter on 
which I am not competent to pass.

Perhaps, if the President is willing to make a 
statement, it might be well to so draft it that it would 
be released 10 days or two weeks after Secretary Stimson’s 
statement. In that case, it could be tied back to his an­
nouncement, but I want to be quite sure that we not miss 
fire. Therefore, if there is any question about that, I 
would much prefer to have it handled as a part of the 
Secretary’s press conference.
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I am taking the liberty of sending a copy of this 
letter to General Surles, Elmer Davis, and Gardner Cowles, 
Jr.

As you know, I will be out of town from tonight 
until about February 1, and Mr. Elmer Rowalt will be act­
ing in my absence.

I sincerely hope and trust that the plans will de­
velop in accordance with procedures outlined, and I see 
no reason why there should be any hitch.

Yours very truly,

Director

Enclosure


