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NORTHESH ISIANDS SURVEY COMPLETED 

The two~hundred residents of the isolated Northern Mariana Islands 

were found to be in good health by a field trip survey party which 

visited five islands last week to check on the efforts of Typhoon Jean, 

The 25-member survey group dispatched by Marianas District Adminis- 

trator Peter T, Coleman included several Trust Territory headquarters 

Co daha Traveling aboard the M/V Ran Annin, the party delivered 

emergency supplies and surveyed damage at the five inhabited islands 

north of Saipan: Anatahan, Sariguan, Alamagen, Pagan and Agrihan. In the 

process, the number of inhabited islands was temporarily reduced. to four: 

when the’ two residents of Sariguan elected to. move back to Saipan. 

Damage to the five islands varied from slight to serious. Anatahan 

and Agrihan, southernmost and ncrthernmost of the islands, suffered the 

greatest apparent agricultural damage. Whole sections of the coconut 
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groves in Agrihan had been burned white by the wind and spray of the 

' 

storm while the crop-oriented population of Anatahan suffered heavy \loss 
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to their tapioca and taro fields, Transportation was also a problem 

for both islands. In Agrihan, the storm washed away a large section of 

the cart road by which the people reached their most extensive coconut 

groves. The 3S caupie of Anatahan lost two of their three boats, and 

boats are the only way to travel from tho village to the fields on the 

near-vertical island.  
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Agricultural damage was less severe in Pagan, Alamagan and 

Sariguan where the people depend more heavily on livestock -- particulary 

pigs -=- to supplement the cash incomes they earn by making and selling 

copra, The copra output, however, has been affected on all islands as 

the winds damaged trees and blew to the ground nuts which were not yet 

ready for harvest, 

Damage to buildings was extensive on all the islands, but in most 

cases the homes are of such modest dimensions and materials that they 

could be rebuilt in a day or two, A s6rious shortage of building 

supple was caused in Agrihan, most populous of the islands, because 

the storm blew from above the village, carrying tin and sections of wood 

into the deep ocean where: they are simply not recoverable, 

Agrihan's &0 people survived the storm in their typhoon shelters-- 

perhaps the most complete shelter system in all of Micronesia. Tiny 

tin structures built in burrows dug deep into the hillsides of the 

island which is the highest mountain in all Micronesia, the shelters 

provide protection for people, if not for crops. 

There was considerable damage to the few public buildings in the   northern islands, Tho school in Pagan was totally demolished while 
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both schools was extensive. Teacher's houses on both islands, currently 

the one in Agrihan lost its roof, :and water damage to the contents of 

occupied by Peace Corps Volunteer couples, were disassembled by the 

winds, their component parts scattered across the villages and, in the 

case of Agrihan, into the ocean. On both islands, the small tin build- 

ings serving as combination dispensary~-radio oantere survived in apparent 

good shape. MORE  
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Among the members of the field trip party visiting the islands 

last Ere were representatives of the Trust Territory communications 

department who repaired wind damaged to antennas and radio equipment. 

Emergency USDA food supplies to feed the people of each island 

for a month were delivered by the field trip ship, along with Kerosene. 

The field party included a dentist, Headquarters Director of Dental 

Services Molly 0, George; a doctor, Assistant Director of Public Health 

Floyd Tilton, and Medical Corpsman Roberto Babauta. To their pleasant 

surprise, the medics found little need for their services, The Navy 

tug USS Grasp had visited the islands Shortly after the storm, admin- 

istering typhoid and tetanus innoculations, and medical problems when 

the M/V; Ran Annim arrived with the field party amounted only to some 

routine dental checks and one emergency tooth extraction, some pre- 

natal examinations and one case of ulcers. There were no ty phoon-related 

injuries reported, 

Sanitation representative Estevan Satur found an increase in 

mosquitoes since. the storm, but reported that the islanders had done 

a good job in disposing of wastes and debris and keeping drinking waté 

  clean after the storm. 

In meetings with the residents of each island, Field Trip Officer 

| 
Steve Parker, a Peace Corps lawyer assigned to the Marianas District 

La.d Office, found the independent northern islanders far more concerned 

about what they could earn than what they could get free from the govern= 

ment in the way of typhoon relief, | 

"We are thankful for your visit and for the emergency food supplies," 

one rosident of Pagan said in an inland-wide meeting, "but what we really 
MORE  
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need is a chance to sell our copra so that we can buy some of the little 

luxuries we want," For the northerners, in their isolation, the "lux- 

uries" of life consist generally. of'cdgarettes, beer and candy. 

The captain of the Ran Annim had originally hoped to load at least 

some of the several tons of copra ready in the northern islands for ship- 

ment and sale at Saipan, although the field trip's first priority was 

necessarily the distribution of emergency supplies and assessment of 

damages. However, the regular landing boat used by the Ran Annim for 

reaching the tiny islands, none of which have any sort of harbor 

facilities, was a victim of the typhoon -~+ it was smashed on the dock 

in Saipan by a falling telephone pole. The substitute boat was too 

small, slow and unreliable to carry the copra from the islands to the 

ship, and the copra producers had to be satisfied with the captain's 

promise that a copra trip would be made within the next two weeks, 

# # 

SMITH/PIO/2148 

 


