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Worker leaves $15K in unpaid bills

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THIS one’s for the books.

A Bangladesh national, who
identified himself in his employ-
ment document as an accountant,
endedup with a serious eye injury
and was recently sent home after
he eventually landed a job doing
farm chores and accidentally
poked his eye withasharp branch.

Mohammed Ullah left behind
nearly $15,000in unsettled medi-
cal bills at the Commonwealth
Health Center, and government
lawyers are trying to strike a deal
with his former employers on its
payment.

Making matters worse is this
question baffling independent ob-
servers: How did Ricardo
Songsong, reportedly a labor re-
cruiter for the Super Eastern En-
terprise, a manpower firm, man-
aged to bring in a supposed ac-
countant to have him work as a

Celeste Andersen

farmer ?

Ullah, according to Celeste
Andersen, Assistant Attorney
General and lawyer for the De-
partmentof Public Health, report-
edly arrived on theisland early
this year, only to be abandoned
months later by his employer, a
certain Vicente de los Reyes upon
learning that he could not per-

- form farm works.

“He (Ullah) was trained as an

Power outage to affect
‘Feeder 4 areas today

THE COMMONWEALTH Utili-
ties Corporation (CUC) has sched-
uledapower outage today, Thurs-
day, December 4 from 9:00 am¢to
1:00 pm.

The outage will occuron Feeder
4, Areas to be affected are As

Teo, Kagman 1,2 and 3 and por- -

tions of Cap1tol Hill and Papago,

CUC said in a public advisory.

. The purpose of the outage is for
the linemen to energize newly
installed primary lines to the As
Teo area and to relocate old pri-
mary lines from isolated areas out
to the main road.

The public’s understanding is
appreciated, said CUC.

~ REMINGTON CLUB -

AMERICAN STYLE BAR}'fi‘,

Avail our happy hour half the price from
_ 5:00-7:00 p.m. daily.
Come one, Come all and let’s enjoy the
alluring performance of the

BiG BEATS BAND.

Every night (except Tuesdays)
Infront of Dai-Ichi Hotel
Tel # 234-5449

accountant... he wrote that as his
profession in Bangladesh. The
recruiter told him he could go to
Saipan and earn a lot more
money,” said Andersen.

,“(But upon arrival,) he found
out in his entry permit that he was
working as a farmer. He was put
in a job category that he has no
experience in.

“Mr. De los Reyes did not want
to keep him because he was not
good in the farm,” Andersen nar-
rated. *

Ullah, said Andersen, did not
file acomplaintand wasleft “‘wan:
dering around to provide food and
shelter for himself” until another
farmowner, a certain Pedro
Tiegita, coddled him for humani-

tarian reasons.

Sometime last Sept., as he was
tending to his job, a sharp branch
poked Ullah in the eye, causing
him to writhe in pain.

CHC admitted Ullah on Sept.
16 and transferred him to Manila
in October. He was sent home
early last month.

Ullah piled up more than
$10,000in CHCbills during treat-
ment while another $4,600 was
spent for his off-island eye sur-
gery.

“A lot of the fault lies on
Songsong,” agreed Andersen.

Songsong was however absent
during Tuesday’s hearing on the
matter held at the Department of
Labor and Immigration.

It was not immediately clear if
DOLI is exerting more efforts to
track and have him explain. -

Andersen said Linn Asper,
DOLI’'s Administrative Hearing
Office Supervisor, is expected to
issue a ruling on the settlement of
the bills.

Under the proposed settlement,
de los Reyes, Ullah’s “employer
of record,” Tiegita, the “de facto
employer,” are to shoulder the
account’s payment.

“They (employers) will share

the expenses. They have to work.

it out between themselves and
decide who pays what amount.

“But if anyone fails, the other
will pay 100 percent,” said
Andersen.
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NMC expert laments need to
import fish for consumption

By Gerr R. Cayabyab, Jr.

Variety News Staff
MOST of the reef fish now
consumed in the Common-
wealth comes from other Pa-
cific islands due to problems
with overfishing and environ-
mental degradation, an aquac-
ulture expert of the Northern
Marianas College said.

NMC Aquaculturist Mark J.
Brotman attributed the prob-
lems to the “El Nino” phe-

nomenon as one of the pos-

sible causes why many fish
migrate away to cooler wa-
ters.

“That is the reason why we
ended up in fish importation,”
Brotman said.

Asasolution, Brotman said,
he has formulated and devel-

oped a fish farming system
that is conservative of water
and can put a high quality fish
protein on the dinner table
anytime of the year.

“This aquaculture experi-
mentation is attractive because
itcan help make maximum use
of the remaining land through
intensive fish production. It
can also be an efficient way to
use water, particularly when
nutrient-rich waste water and
solids are applied to agricul-
tural crops,” Brotman ex-
plained. '

He said research was devel-
oped at the college to facili-
tate the investigation of suit-
able aquaculture technology and
promote its use through demon-
stration and extension services.

Buckle Up Saipan!
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HIV cases in

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
IN AN EFFORT to increase public
awareness against the menace of the
human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV), the CNMI government has
declared December as the AIDS
awareness month.

Govemor Froilan C. Tenorio said
the global spread of HIV and AIDS
necessitates a worldwide effort to
increase communication, education
and action to stop the spread of the
disease.

*“The CNMI observes December
as a month to expand and strengthen

Tell- tale signs of one

who su

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THERE is “discrimination” even
when it comes to physical disor-
ders. But don’t blame society on
that because it is something no
medical research can explain.

For some reason nobody un-
derstands, scoliosis, which is a
lateral curvature of the back,
is abouteight times more com-
mon in girls than it is in boys.

This seems unfair but there
are other things that boys get
more often than girls. Like
what, one may ask. Prostate can-
cer,which every agingmanhasto
deal with, is one.

Scoliosis is a disease but not'in
the way you may be thinking.
You do not catch it and it does
notdevelop as aresult of any-
thing you or your parents
failed to do.

Itis a disorder usually found
during the beginning of your
teens. Normally, the backbone,
the spine, curves in and out, which
is different in scoliosis because
the spine also bends from side to
side.

One common sign of scoliosis
is a high shoulder or a high hip.
The upper back may be more
prominent on one side. These
signs are not always pronounced
and may be easily camouflaged
by the bad posture habits com-
mon to teenagers.

The first indication that some-
thing is wrong is an awareness
that clothing does not fit prop-
erly.

There is no accurate statistics
butitisestimated that in the United
States and Canada, some 10,000
growing childrenare currently un-
der treatment for scoliosis.

A handbook published by the
Scoliosis Research Society said
there is atendency for scoliosis to
run in families. When a case of
scoliosisisdiagnosed, itis a pretty
good idea tohave the backs of any
sisters or brothers checked.

The handbook said there are no
any magic around to treat
scoliossis, which is a condition
that calls for correction. Correc-

TANAPAG Elementary School
announces its next PTA Meeting
which is set for Wednesday, De-
cember 10 at 6:30 pm at the school
cafeteria.

Parents and teachers are asked
to attend because there are sev-
eralimportantitems inthe agenda
that concern them, the children
and the public community school.

Ters scoliosis

tion means doing one’s best to
straighten out the bend that should
not be there.

Scoliosis may sometimes need
an operation. Even if the curva-
ture is getting worse, it can often
be stopped by means of special
casts or braces.

Exercises are recommended but
it cannot be counted upon to stop
the progression of scoliosis. No
curve that has shown an increase
has ever improved permanently
by exercises alone.

ﬂnmversa

the effort to stop the spread of HIV
and AIDS,” Tenorio said in a procla-
mation statement.

The Public Health Division of the
Commonwealth Health Center, at
present, has documented at least 12
AIDS casesinthe Northem Marianas,
though the figure is still expected to
increase by year 2000.

Department of Health Director for
communicable disease control Dr.
Elsie Ramon, said there coulbe be
more unreported cases of HIV infec-
tion in the CNML

Ramon said there could be close to
150 cases of HIV infection in the
NorthemMarianalslands whichhave
remained unreported since the dis-
ease is most of the times asymptom-
atic.

AIDS is adisease that destroys the
human body’s natural defense sys-
tems, thereby rendering anindividual
susceptibleanddefenselesstoillnesses
both rare and common, like cancer
and cold.

The disease is caused by the entry
of HIV intothe body 'sinternal tissues
like blood vessels.

Festival

From December 1 to December 25

g

The HIV is arelatively weak virus
which cannot survive outside the hu-
man body, yet once inside cannot be
terminated. Anindividual contracts it
through high-risk sexual activities .
blood transfusion, exchange of
needles and syringes among drug-
dependents, and from being bomn to
an AIDS-stricken mother.

AIDS was first detected in the
NorthemMarianasin 1983.The Cen-
ter has validated only 12 cases since
the disease surfaced on the island but
globaltrend directstoincreasing HIV
infection.

ButRamonsaid the Centeris yetto
detect cases of perinatal HIV trans-
mission, or infected mothers passing
on the virus to their infants.

Globalstatistics showed there were
500,000 HIV-exposed children in
1995, with 67 percent coming from
Sub-Saharan Africa; 30 percent from
South and Southeast Asia; and 2-3
percent from Latin America and
Carribean.

The UNAIDS estimates that 30
million people around the world are

currently 11vmg with the AIDS virus,

with children under 15 years old ac-
counting for 830,000 cases.

The American Asscciation of
World Health is encouraging a better
understanding of the challenge of
AIDS, with the number of people
diagnosed with HIV and AIDS in the
United States continues to increase.

The US accounts for 581,429 re-
ported cases as of December last

year.

Tenorio said the CNMI is experi-
encing an increase in the number of
HIV infection in both its indigenous
and non-indegenous population, in-
cluding women and children.

“The 1997 AIDS month theme
urges everyone to contemnplate the
long-term repercussions of the AIDS
pandemic and recognizes that every-
one can do something about the pan-
demic throughprevention, education
and compassion,” the govemor said.

He added that the programempha-
sizes the hope of finding the means to
prevent and cure HIV/AIDS in the
ultimate prospect of minimizing the

impact pf the epidemic on children,

their families and communiu'es

On December 1 - December 25, we are

going to have a special night. Everyone
has a chance to win the special prize,
but make sure to have a dinner

reservation at AQI Restaurant or
Coral Restaurant.

IN CORAL RESTAURANT
$20.00 Mother s Castro

Chamorro Dinner (Reg. 48)

cal dinner.

Unchanged style since 1977. Mom
Castro proudly presents the histori-

$2.00 ASAHI BEER FARE

(FROM 6PM TO 9PM ONLY).

we serve Asahi Small beer only
$2.00 from 6pm-9pm
(served with food)

IN THE JAPANESE
RESTAURANT AOQI
$20.00 TEPPANYAKI Style

Counter)

$8.00 Asahi Beer drink free fare
Unlimited free drink of Asahi Beer
only $8.00 from 6pm to 12midnight.

Dinner (from 6pm-9:30pm)
Served with 200g Sirloin Steak,
Green Pepper, Seafood, Fresh veg-
etable, Green Salad, Seafood, Rice,
and Miso Soup. (It is not for Teppanyaki

Also, with Ice Cream and Coffee.
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By Jo]o Das P
Variety: News Stafl

‘managed to establish them-
‘selves as small- and medium-

to locals, and maintaining
"businesses’ “enough to. sup-
~port a.family,”

‘Rabbi Syed, aBangIadesh1

'security guard who has been

on the island over the past

several years, said there are.

now-at least 20 of his compa-
triots who “own cars and run
“a taxi fleet.” '

1dent1fy the - “well- to d‘o s”
for “security reasons.’

‘said " these  “well-off”

up a fallure on Salpan

: .8150 i tarted out 88 nonresx-

WHILE: Bangladeshrs on the ‘
.island have been 1argely ste-'
reotypedf as a “‘group of-
‘abused” workers, a-few has- .
o They ‘have. their own fami-
" Ties that need to be main-

~‘ago,” can not support thelr
s fellows in distress..

‘'scale entrepreneurs, married

vent" ‘Bangladeshis, Syed
" said, also can not hire dis-
~ placed compatnots because
.their businesses “are mostly
“not really that big to sustain
’ employment ofa large group
- of people.™: = -

s ’ have been found to beacon-
"He however refused to

~-edly engaged to a Carolin-
Ironically- though, Syed

Bangladeshxs mostofwhom '

dent. workers “10to 15 years -

“ “Ttisnot possrble for them
(well-off’s) to give support.

‘tained,” he explained.
These “fmancrally sol-

Asked if marrymg xocals

venient way to baost. their
status, Syed, hlmself report- -

.ian, msxsted that “love isthe
reason behmd” all the mter-

Continued on page’ 11

| Official: Feds ‘have pretty
strong’ case vs Castanieda

By Jojo Dass

Varisty News Staff
A RANKING U.S. official yes-
terday claimed the federal gov-
ernment has a “pretty strong case”
against Elizabeth Castafieda,
owner of a San Jose karaoke bar
arrested Friday night over allega-
tions of labor abuse.

This was gathered as former
Philippine Labor Representative
Jesus Varela said the Department
of Labor and Immigration alleg-
edly sat on the case filed several
months back by at least six wait-
resses of the karaoke bar who ran
away over the alleged abuses.

The case was the basis for the
arrest made by operatives of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
on Castafieda.

Citing information culled from
operatives of the U.S. Department
of Labor, the official, speaking on

condition of anonymity, said the
federal government has a good
chance of winning the case against
the Moods and Music bar owner.

“We have a pretty strong case,”
said the official.

He however refused to divulge
more for fear of jeopardizing
progress of ongoing court litiga-
tions on the case.

Varela, inaninterview over the
weekend claimed DOLI *did not
attend” to the case of sexual ha-
rassment filed by the six. run-
aways.

“They (DOLI) dragged the
case... nothing much was being
done abcut it,” lamented Varela.

DOLI, uponreceiving the com-
plaints, gave the waitresses au-
thority to transfer employment
while an investigation went in
progress regarding the matter,

DOLI officials have however

remained tightlipped on the case.

In their complaints, the six
Filipina workers, it will be re-
called, charged that the karaoke
bar’s management had been forc-
mg them into sexually-intimidat-
mg situations like being lined-up
in front of customers inside a VIP
room and have their skirts raised.

Also, the waitresses alleged that
Castafieda once told them that
sexual advances made by the cus-
tomers “are part of the trade.”

These allegations were vehe-
mently denied by the bar’s man-
agement officials.

Castaiieda have remained off-
island after news of the runaway
waitresses were published by the
Variety. .

JunPadoga, one of Castafieda’s
management staff, in an earlier
interview said the latter was un-

Continued on page 11

3 Bangladeshl guards sue for alleged unpaid wages

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
WHILE 43 of their compatriots
and fellow security guards chose

to march to the US Department of

Labor to air their complaint of
nonpayment of  wages,
Mohammed Abu Bakkar,
Mohammed Jashim Uddin and
Mohamed Asaduzzaman chose to
file theirs before the federal dis-

trict court.

The three Bangladeshi guards
accused the owners of Seiko Se-
curity Services and Asia Pacific
Security Services, formerly
Banguel Security Services, of fail-
ingandrefusing to pay their wages
at the legal rates and their over-
time compensation.

The allegedly underpaid guards
claimed Nelia D. Lozano (also

known as Nelia Taitano), Aida
Attao and Julie Attao violated the
Fair Labor Standarss Act, the
CNMI Minimum Wage and Hour
Act, and the CNMI Nonresident
Workers Act.

The three complainants said
they started working as security
guards for Lozano, owner of
Seiko, at different dates between

Aug. 5 and Oct. 21 last year.

By agreement between the de-
fendants, they said, they later
worked under the direction of the
Attaos and that they were at times
paid directly by them.

The plaintiffs sought to recover
theirunpaid wagesandovertimecom-
pensation and an additional equal
amount in liquidated damages.

The other day, 43 Bangladeshis
employed by the Borja Security

Agency marched to the Horiguchi
building in Garapan where the
US labor department holds office
to publicly complain about the
alleged nonpayment of their
wages for the past seven paydays.

The workers claimed they had
been threatened by the owners of
the security agency with hearm if
they made public their grievances
against the agency.

Holiday
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Marshalls on Kyoto Summit:

‘Limiting emissions vital’

By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MA JURO-TheMarshall Istandsand
other small island nations have no
option but to get nations of the world
to agree to legally binding targets for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions
that are causing global warming, said
the Marshall Islands Foreign Secre-
tary this week.

Foreign Secretary Robert Muller
made the observations in Majuro
Wednesday as an international con-
ference on climate change moved
into its third day this week in Kyoto,
Japan “‘at which the Marshalls isrep-
resented by Foreign Minister Phillip
Muller, and President Imata Kabua
will speak on Monday next week”.

The Marshalls area low—lymg na-

tion of more than 1,220 islands, few
of which rise more than two meters
above sea level. Even sea level rise
limited to half a meter *“which many
scientists are predicting is an inevi-
table consequence of current global
warming trends” would render most
of this central Pacific nationuninhab-
itable.

The Marshall Islands and other
members of the Association of Small
Island States are calling for a 20
percent reduction in carbon dioxide
emissions, Muller said. At the other
end of the playing field is Australia,
which is proposing that decisions
about reducing polluting gas emis-
sions be left to each country. Aside
from Australia, Japan is proposing a
five percent reducuon the European

' theoverloadm of the prosecutl

| rbuds

Y
formerPresrdentoftheShefaProv :
- ince, Charlie: Kalmet, who alleg-

e edlymsappmpnatedSmﬂhonvatu‘
©(US $974,000). of public funds is
- still tobe prosecuted despite having
- referred the case to the Public Pros-
a- - ecutor months ago. She. says next
it ©. year two 'oor'npensanon cases wﬂl
S gotocouxt o

. has wamed that if the situation did 'payments of 5 million vatu (US
: notunpmve,offendexswouldlmow" i ‘
“that they can get away because of - formerMPsof the Unionof Moder-
' e amPMesandMelanesraangres-

’ _"*srvePany

man notv

case mvolvmg the

- The first case mvolves unlawful

$609,000) to some current and

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews)—An outbreak of ty-
phoid and malaria in the Kompiam
District of Papua New Guinea’s
Enga Province has claimed the
lives of 42 people.

The governor of Enga, Peter
Ipatas, says the reported deaths
are all from the remote Sangures
village on the border with Enga
province, NBC reported.

Ipatas says government field

Union 15 percent and the U.S. is
recommending stabilizingerissions
at the 1990 level by the year 2010.
“We'll be disappointed if
Australia’s approach is agreed to,”
Muller said. “We’d be reluctant to
adhere (to such an agreement.) We
want alegally binding mechanism to
achieve a targeted reduction.” The
Marshalls concern is for the very
survival of its country and the popu-
lation of 60,000, Muller said.
MullermdlcatedthattheMaxshalls

PORTMORESBY, Papua New
Guinea (AP) - Seven ministers in
the coalition government an-
nounced their resignations Tues-
day, deepening the political crisis
triggered by videotape bribery al-
legations against Prime Minister
Bill Skate.

Coalition members of the
PANGU party voted on Monday
to resign en masse after Skate
sacked their party leader and
deputy prime minister Chris
Haiveta.

Skate on Sunday accused
Haiveta and another coalition
member, People’s Progress Party
leader Andrew Baing, of orches-
trating the bribery allegations
against him, and dumped them
both

officers in the area are to immedi-
ately assess the situation and sub-
mit areport as many people are in
urgent need of health care.

He says failure to do so will
result in more loss of lives.

push for a 20 percent reduction is
already a compromise, since scien-
tists contend that to end the global
warming and sea level rise threata 60

percent reduction in greenhouse gas-

ses is needed.

The reduction should be close to
the 20 percent reduction proposed by
AOSISbut“realistically, we will prob-
ably have to compromise,” Muller
said. The Marshalls““couldlive with”
a lower percentage provided it is le-
gally bmdmg onnations of the world,

Bill Skate

“Ourstand is collective, simple
and final as we know our leader is
in the clear and has nothing to
explain,” PANGU secretary-gen-
eral Moses Taian said in a state-
ment.

Skate has been the subject of
allegations of bribery, murderand
racketeering in secretly filmed
videotapes screened on Austra-
lian Broadcasting Corp. TV last
week.

In one, he declares he is the
“godfather” of Port Moresby’s
notorious Rascal street gangs and
boasts that he ordered the killing

he said.

“For small islands like the RMI,
there is no-alternative but to be opti-
mistic that we can achieve agreement
forlegally bindingreductions,” Muller
said. The other alternative is
unnacceptable, he added. “President
Kabua's message to the Kyoto con-
ference (on Monday) will be that
there are no other alternatives for the
Marshalls. Preparing to packup and
evacuate the Marshall Islands is not
an altemative forus.”

of a highlands man who shot at
him.

Skate claims the tapes were a
set-up and that he was drunk when
he made the godfather claim.

PANGU said Tuesday it will
introduce new legislation which
if passed will allow Parliament to
force a corrupt prime minister
from office.

Under the constitution, the
prime minister cannot face a no-
confidence motion toremove him
from office until 18 months of his
term have expired. Skate has 14
months left in his term.

“The PANGU Party will
make amendments to the con-
stitution to ensure that in-
stances whereby the prime
minister is involved in dis-
graceful cases of corruption
as in this nature, a vote of no
confidence should be allowed
during the grace period,” the
statement said.

The People’s Progress Party is
also meeting to decide whetherto
remain in the multi-party coali-
tion.

"$39.95 Oil & Filter Change

Recommended every 3,000 miles
Includes: 12 point check

1. Inspect front and rear brakes

2. Inspect cooling system

3. Inspect underchassis

4, Inspect engine, transmission and differentials
for abnormal noise

5. Inspect all lights and lens
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Sale good December 1-31, 1997
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Automatic =
Transmission Service
Recommended every 30000 miles

Only 79.95

» Drain and Re-fill Fluid

» Replace strainer/filter

« Inspect for fiuid leaks

+ Road test for quality assurance

+ Refill up to 10 quarts of vaivoline
tranmission fluid (ATF)

“Complte Underchassis Lube.

CARS =Only$39.95  TRUCKS = = Only $ 59.95
Includes:

* Replacement of all underchassis fluid
{Automatic transmission not included)
+ Lubricate suspension parts
* Inspect front and rear brake system
+ Inspect steering linkage
* Inspect suspension for loose or worn
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For more info. call
Tel: 235-PAGE
Fax: 235-7640

- Valid up to January 3, 1998
Call Service Department for an appomtment at 234-5562
- OPEN: 8:00am-12:00am ¢ 1:00pm-5:00pm .

Monday -Friday  Saturday (Halfday,,) 8:00-12:00 am -
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The Choice is Clear.

« Based on 18 1onth service cunlrm Arlvmuscd cellular unit muslt be activi > Located at the former Pacificom Qffices. 15t Floor. HS Lee Bldg. Chalan Lau Lau, MP'QS'E)SO <
A ln:.ed on credit check). While supplies-last. For morg informalion or questions please see smm or call "35 PAGE Ofier ands December '.!l 1497 - . A - . . .
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Manila water rationing starts

MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
Tapsin parts of metropolitan Ma-

“nila will be waterless forup to 12
hours a day beginning Tuesday
because of a drought attributed to
the EI Nifio weather pattern.

“We are in the middle of one of
the driest rainy seasons in the past
50 years,” said Joel Lacsamana,
spokesman of Manila Water Co.,
one of two water utilities supply-
ing the capital.

Lacsamana said water was be-
ing rationed to ensure adequate
supplies in the capital as water
levels in Angat Dam, the main
source of potable water for the
Manila area, drop because of El

Nifo’s effects.

El Nifio, an abnormal weather
pattern over the Pacific Ocean,
causes droughts in some areas
and floods in other places world-
wide.

Lacsamana said Angat’s water
level currently is 182.71 meters
(602.9 feet), which is 21 meters
(69 feet) below normal and 12.71
meters (41.9 f=et) above the criti-
cal level. That amount must sup-
ply Manila’s needs until next
year’srainy season beginsinJune.

Sonia Barros, spokeswoman of
Maynilad Water Services, the
other supplier, said the goal for
each of the two water districts is

T IS

A group of Filipino workers employed by Chinese businessmen wave sm
during"the funeral protest for George Tan who was killéd by his would-be kidnappers.

to reduce daily consumption in
the Manila -area to 1.15 billion
liters (300 million gallons) daily
from the current combined 2.81

billionliters (731 million gallons). -

Fire trucks and water tankers
will be sent to areas hardest hit by
the water reduction plan, authori-
ties said.

Last month, officials announced
a cutoff of water irrigating about
25,000 hectares (61,750 acres) of
rice lands in the northern Philip-
pines because of low water sup-
plies.

Farmers in the region, an im-
portant agricultural area, have

been urged to plant drought-re-

gk
all flags Tuesdag in Quezon City
hinese-Filipinos

closed their shops and schools for one day in protest for the killings and of rampant kidnappings of rich

Chinese businessmen. ap

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

NMHC is an equal employment and fair housing agency”

NORTHERN MARIANAS
HOUSING CORPORATION

The Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) Board of Directors, through its
Chairman, Mr. Juan S. Tenorio, and in conjunction with the Department of Veterans

Affairs, is pleased to advise CNMI-descent veterans that the Native American Direct
Loan Program has been extended for another four years by President Clinton.

The interest rate for the program also dropped to 7 1/4%. Eligible veterans may
obtain a loan to construct, purchase or improve a primary residential dwelling
up to a maximum of $120,000.00 for a term of 30 years.

This is the only veteran residential loan program available in the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands. Several CNMi-descent veterans on Saipan and Rota
have constructed their family residences with proceeds from this loan program.
CNMI-descent veterans, who have yet to take advantage of this program, are
encouraged to apply. CNMI-descent veteran who wish to apply are required to
provide copies of their DD-214 and certificates of eligibility. Applicants must be
honorably discharged from military duty.

Interested individuals are urged to contact the NMHGC offices on Saipan at 234-7689/
7670/6866/9447, or Tinian at 433-9213 or on Rota at 532-9410 for more information.

sistant crops and vegetables in-
stead of rice, which is highly de-
pendent on water.

A presidential task force as-
signed by President Fidel Ramos
to study the situation has recom-

mended the declaration of metro-
politan Manila as a calamity area
so that emergency funds can be
released and water containers can
be provided to areas with critical
water shortages.

Philippine peso weakened against
the U.S.. dollar. Tuesday, mainly
because of speculative dollar buy-
ing by participants wary of declines

traders said. N S
The peso averaged 35.127 pesos

35019 pesos. :
Traders said Asian currencies
havebeenaffectingeachothersince
theregional financial crisisbeganin
July, with investors worrying thata

RP peso weakens
MANILA, Philippines(AP)-The bk, hKo-

 burdened by rising interest rates
in several other Asian currencies, - '
~volatility, traders said.

-per dollar, compared to Monday's d Lift the mar]
R teslighly.The30 sharoPhilp-

_pine StockExchangelndexnudged
“up 221 points, or 0.12 percent, to

' Monday. - Losersoutnumbered
drop in any currency could trigger - gainers 46 to 39, with 59 issues
anotherroundof declines. The Thai - : faa

balit, Japanese yen and South Ko-
rean won have all recently weak-

. Stocks, meanwhile, weremixed, -
and the renewed Asian currency

‘Butbargain huntinginselectblue
chips helped Lift the market’s méiin

1,779.25 after advangingS.10points

unchanged.

MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
Chinese-Filipinos shut businesses
and schools for one day Tuesday
to protest the killing of a young
trader by suspected kidnappers.

Hundreds of Chinese-Filipinos
joined a funeral march in nearby
Quezon City for trader Gordon
Tan, who was shot to death Nov.
27 as he resisted suspected kid-
nappers in a province north of
Manila.

They carried placards reading
“Justice for Gordon Tan” and
“Kidnappers, your day will

“We are protesting because
that is the only weapon we

Schools protest kidnap-slay

Philippine National Police officers view the different fake ced/t ca

have - public opinion, public
pressure,” said Teresita Ang-
See, spokeswoman of the
Movement for Restoration of
Peace and Order, a private
group leading the proiest.
“We cannot arm ourselves and
we still rely on the police to solve
these crimes,” she added. “We
ask the government to take ac-
tion.”

A recent upsurge in ransom
kidnappings, mostly of wealthy
Chinese-Filipinos, prompted
President Fidel Ramos last month
to direct police authorities to in-
tensify a crackdown on kidnap-
pers nationwide.

rds

and paraphernalias used in the manufacture of the said cards Monday
at the police headquarters in suburban Quezon City. A simultaneous
raid was conducted by the PNP and the US Secret Service in different

areas in the metropolis. ap
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THE BLESSING and dedication
of the new “HOUSE OF
MANHOBEN?” in Chalan Kanoa
District 1 is sure to take place in
December 12, prior to the Christ-
mas holidays, Karidat said yes-
terday.

Karidat in a news release for-
mally announced the ceremonies
will begin at 1:00 pm.

Itinvites CNMI youth to attend
the important event.

“There was never a doubt that

our teen facility will eventually
be opened,” according to
Karidat's Executive Director
Angie Guerrero.
' “The date was pushed up to
ensure that the necessary equip-
ment are procured and that our
youths have the tools in -place
when we open our doors in De-
cember,” Guerrero added.

The Teen Center Advisory
Council comprised of youth and
adultleadersis also anxious about
the opening of the new facility.
Chaired by Tom Camacho, the
council has had two meetings pri-
marily to get organized and to
address the goals and objectives
of the program.

Karidat sponsored a Naming &
Logo Contest in October 1997
and through its judges, selected
Richard Borja’s entry, “House of

Manhoben” as the new official

name.

The winning logo was awarded
to Melanie Cabaltica. Both stu-
dents were from Mount Carmel
School.

“We thank all those students
from Mount Carmel School and
Marianas Baptist Academy for
participating in this competition,”
said Guerréro.

Not all. . .

Continued from page 8

racial marriages.

There are an estimated 2,000
Bangladeshi nationals in the
Commonwealth, some 80 per-
cent of which can be found
employed in guard duty firms
— Panther, Borja, and
Benavente Security Agencies
among others.

Some 10 percent are into the
construction sector while the
remaining 10 work as farmers
across the island chain.

Bangladeshis caught the
public’s attention this year due
to a series of “tumultuous”
events that involved large-
scale illegal recruitment, and
several complaints of alleged
labor abuses.

Official. . .

Continued from page 8
dergoing medical treatmentin Ma-
nila.

Well-placed sources however
said Castafieda was “‘advised” to
take on a low profile “until mat-
ters cool off.”

With several months having
passed by since the complaints
were filed, Castafieda, the source
said, “must have thought things
have cooled off a bit.”

“Well, she’s wrong, FBI was
just waiting for her to pop up,”
said the U.S. official.

Teen center opening
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China threatens force

By CHARLES HUTZLER
BEILJING (AP) - Three days af-
ter Taiwan's pro-independence
opposition swept to overwhelm-
ing victory in local elections,
China threatened Tuesday to use
force to quash separatism on the
island.

Chinese Foreign Ministry

. spokesman Tang Guogiang said
China hoped to resolve disputes

If separatist sentiments continue spreading in Taiwan

with Taiwan peacefully. But he
wamned that military force re-
mained an option to reunite the
mainland with the island Beijing
regards as a rebel province.
Although China believes most

Taiwanese support reunification, -

Tang said Beijing’s hand would
be forcedif foreigners meddledin

€ Rep. to
g plans.

iSin

Call the Variety

Advert

assist you in your
isin

advert

Tel. 234-6341/

7578/9797.
Ask for Bing.

ing

t

L4

®

1S INnV1

in the

*

1sing

L]

mote business, sales and

Marianas Variety

Advert

L .
el
3
ST

kN u«»;octcc RN AR o
SN uuu‘u'u 4:<4<4¢’<\1‘-‘-~-..-A' 3

IRt e

ianas Variety daily reaches
not only the offices but also the

homes of many of its readers.

R R O N N A

= The Mar

G

06(1'4L4<lc1L4(¢¢ \“ )

Marianas Vorie’ry Newspaper now is distributed daily in many outlets in Koror, Palau and in Kolonia, Pohnpei.

the dispute or if independence
forces on Taiwan seemed domi-
nant.

“We will work hard for the
peaceful reunification of the moth-
erland, but we will not renounce
the use of force,” Tang said at a
twice-weekly media briefing.

“This is by no means targeted
against Taiwan compatriots but
targeted against two forces: one is
international forces meddling in
China’s internal affairs and the
pro-independence forces’ attempt
to create Taiwan independence,”
he added. Separately, Tang
called fornegotiations on the with-
drawal of U.S. forces from the
region. Washington, a Cold War
ally of Taiwan, has about 100,000
troops stationed in South Korea
and Japan and has told Beijing

reunification should be settled
peacefully.

Tang’s comments are the stron-
gest to date by a Chinese official
on the Democratic Progressive
Party’s sweep of 12 of the 23
mayoral and county electionseats
contested on Saturday. He did not
mention the DPP by name but
noted that “there might be some
pro- independence forces emerg-
ing in Taiwan.”

The DPP victory halved the
number of local governments now
controlled by the ruling National-
ist Party, which nominally sup-
ports eventual reunification with
China, and left Beijing with un-
comfortable choices in restarting
negotiations on reunification.

China’s Communistrulers have
regarded the DPP as anathema,

but they have also pilloried Na-
tionalist leader and Taiwanese
President Lee Teng-hui as acloset
separatist.

China and Taiwan have been
divided since the Communists
ousted the Nationalists from the
mainlandin 1949.  Lee’s mid-
1995 trip to the United States was
taken by Beijing as proof the Tai-
wanese leader wanted to move
the island away from reunifica-
tion and toward independence -
with Washington's support.

Chinalaunchedtestmissiles across
the Taiwan Straitand held war games
near the island off and on for nine
months in an intimidating show of
force. Talks China canceled in its
pique have never resumed.

Earlier, China’sstate-controlled
mediasignaled that Beijing might
take a softer stance toward the
DPP victory.

A female Taiwanese Marine stands at attention during a ceremony to commission new amphibious units at
Tsoying Naval Base in the Taiwan’s southern city of Kaohsiung Tuesday. ap

Report: Taiwan Nationalists
picking Chang to lead party

TAIPEIL Taiwan (AP) - Smarting
from defeat in local elections,
Taiwan's Nationalists will tapformer
Foreign Minister John Chang to im-
prove the party’s image, news reports
said Tuesday.

Newspapers and television, citing
unidentified party officials, said the
ruling Nationalists have decided to
make Chang their secretary general.
He would replace Wu Poh-hsiung,
whoresigned after the election defeat
Saturday.

Chang was foreign minister until
August, when he became vice pre-
mier. He is the illegitimate son of
former President Chiang Ching-kuo
and grandsonof World War Il leader
Chiang Kai-shek.

The reports said the party hopes
Chang will lend the party a cleaner,
more professional image, and also
appea] to conservative voters nostal-
gic for the days of his father and

.‘,r;':‘ S e

grandfather.

Nationalist leaders were cloistered
in meetings and issued no official
comment. The news reports said
Chang’s appointment will be for-
mally announced when the National-
ists’ top decision-making commitiee
meets Wednesday.

The Nationalists have suffered
from corruption scandals and al-
leged connections between local
party machines and gangsters.
Local candidates have tended to
be ill-qualified and under-edu-
cated.

The Nationalists saw their share
of 23 mayoral and county execu-
tive posts cut from 16 to eight in
Saturday’s elections, their worst
defeat since legalizing opposition
parties a decade ago. The Nation-
alists have ruled Taiwan since the
end of World War II.

The Democratic Progressive
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Party won 12 of the 23 posts and a
bigger share of the total votes than the
Nationalists. Independents took three
seats.

Some Nationalists, worried about
the party'schancesinlegislativeelec-
tions next November, want President
Lee Teng-hui to step down as party
chairman, even though the post is
largely honorary and the secretary
general runs daily party affairs.

Among them is Lee Ching-an
daughter of former Premier Lee
Huan and a Taipei city council
deputy, who said Lee should re-
sign to give the Nationalists room
for “renewal.” She demanded the
party’s central committee hold an
emergency meeting todiscuss the
defeat and needed reforms.

A lawmaker, Wang Tien-ging,
urged efforts to win back former
members who split off in 1993 to
form the New Party.
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Racketeer admits taking bribes

‘By TODD ZAUN
TOKYO (AP) - An admitted
racketeer testified Tuesday that
some of Japan’s top executives
paid him millions of dollars in a
complex extortion scheme that
has swelled into one of this
country’s biggest financial scan-
dals in years.

As his trial began at the Tokyo
District Court, Ryuichi Koike ac-
knowledged taking bribes of 690
million yen ($5.3 million) from
Japan'sfourtopbrokerages- Nomura
Securities Co., Daiwa Securities Co.,
Nikko Securities Co. and Yamaichi,
according to press reports.

He also admitted taking a loan of
11.7 billion yen ($91 million) from
Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank - one of the
world’s largest. He is believed to

haveusedthe moneytobuy the shares -

needed to gain admission to the secu-

‘ rities companies’ annual sharehold-

ers’ meetings.

Koike is an admitted *“‘sokaiya”
racketeer,and his trial is being closely
watched as a test of Japan's ability to
eliminate the influence of organized
crime in corporate boardrooms.

A commonploy of the sokaiyaisto
threaten to embarrass a company at
the shareholders’ meetings by grill-
ing executives on bad business deci-
sions or by digging up dirt on their
personal lives.

Inimage-conscious Japan, com-
panies have often paid up.

Koike allegedly became so
good at the game thathe advanced
to the related but more lucrative
position of “protecting” compa-
nies from other racketeers.

According to mediareports, the
indictment said the bribes he re-
ceived were *“rewards for cooper-
ating in the smooth proceedings
of the companies’ annual share-
holders meetings,” a euphemism
for the strong-arm tactics he is
accused of using to keep anyone
from speaking out.

“I recognize all of the facts
written in the indictments,” Koike
was quoted as saying by Japanese
media reports. Spokesmen
for the Tokyo prosecutor’s office
and the court declined to com-
ment on the trial. The Associated
Press was not allowed inside the
courtroom.

Koike faces six indictments. He
is accused of violating the Com-

. mercial Law by extorting money

from the companies, which car-
ries a maximum penalty of six
months in prison.

Koike is also the first person to
be indicted under a 1992 Securi-
tiesand Exchange Law that makes
it a crime to demand that a securi-
ties company return investment
losses.

Since Koike has admitted to the
crimes, the trial will likely focus
onhisrelationships with top Japa-
nese financiers, including former
Nomura President Hideo
Sakamaki.

Sakamaki and two other former
Nomuraexecutives pleaded guilty
on Nov. 25 to paying off Koike.
Trials for executives of Dai-Ichi
Kangyo, Daiwa, Nikko and
Yamaichiwillstartearly nextyear.

The scandal has already badly
damaged the companiesinvolved.

It was a big factor in the col-

Ryuichi Koike

lapse of 100-year-old Yamaichi
Securities earlier this month. The
brokerage lost customers after
some of its top executives were
charged with paying off Koike.
In July, the government forced
Nomura -Japan’s largest broker-

JORED BY -

CIGARETTES

age - and Dai-Ichi Kangyo to shut
downkey operations until the end
of the year after the payoffs came
to light.

Inseparate cases involving pay-
offs to racketeers, police have ar-
rested executives of Mitsubishi
Motors Corp. and Hitachi Ltd.

On Tuesday, Mitsubishi Es-
tate Co., a major real estate com-
pany,. said its chairman, Jotaro
Takagi, was resigning in what was
widely believed to be an act of
contrition after the company was
implicated in the scandal.

Sokaiya have fed off Japanese
companies for nearly 100 years,
but their activities weren’t ex-
plicitly outlawed until 1982.
Since then, police have been
cracking down both on the rack-
eteers and the companies that pay
them. There are about 1,100
sokaiya still operating in Japan,
down from about 6,700 in the
early 1980s. ‘

A group of prosecutors enter the Tokyo D/str/ct Coun‘ Tuesda y for the

- first trial of Ryuichi Koike, a corporate racketeer who brought some of

major Japanese banking and securities companies into turmoil. ap

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy.
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Kyoto conference continues:

Climate deal elusive

S - . s
Delagates walk from the subway station to the Internat/onal Confer-
ence Hall for attending the opening session of the UN conference on
global warming on Monday in Kyoto. ae

By CHARLES J. HANLEY
KYOTO, Japan (AP) - Negotia-
tors from 150 nations were work-

in the second of a scheduled 10
days of talks, said Third World
governments were showing little

three days of high-level bargaining
next week.

President Clinton announced in
Washington he was sending Vice
President Al Gore to Kyoto next
week to preset the U.S. position.
He said Gore's presence “‘shows
we consider this to be a profoundly
important issue.”

The vice president will be flying
into a diplomatic fray that has
quickly taken on a tough, antago-
nistic tone. The United States
and the European Union are offer-
ing widely different plans for 21st-
century controls on carbondioxide
and other gases, mostly byproducts
of fossil fuel burning, thatare linked
to global warming, agrowing threat
scientists say may disrupt the
planet’sclimateindecadestocome.

The Europeans propose that in-
dustrial nations reduce emissions
by 15 percent below 1990 ]levels by
2010. Clinton has proposed cut-
backs only to, not below, 1990
levels, as of 2012.

Governments would decide for
themselves how to achieve the re-
ductions. More fuel-efficient auto-

motive technology and a phaseout

of coal-fired power plants would
be among the most effective steps.

American negotiators threw the
Europeans off balance Monday by
announcing in favor of “differenti-
ated” emissions targets - that is,
setting different target levels of
emissions cutbacks for mleldual
countries.

A European Union spokesmen
suggested this move, which is sup-
ported by Japan, may be a ploy by
the United States to push through a
deal allowing it to reduce emis-
sions less than Europe would.

- But by Tuesday the chairman of
the closed-door talks, Argentine
diplomat Raul Estrada, was telling
reporters that “differentiation as a
concept is widely accepted.”

A senior administration official,
speaking with reporters on condi-
tion of anonymity, said the U.S.
team has no specific numbers in
mind yet - except that it wants to
retain the back-to-1990 level for
the United States in any “differen-
tiation™ scheme.

Estrada was pushing for a more
flexible U.S. position, accepting
deeper cuts below 1990 levels, a

knowledgeable source said. But just
2 or 3 percent below 1990 would
not be sufficient, he said.

The Argentine mediator said he
hoped Gore would take an active
hand to move the negotiations to-
ward final agreement next week.

The 2-year-old negotiating pro-
cess concluding here hasexempted
developing countries from manda-
tory cutbacks. But a unanimous
U.S. Senate resolution last July
threatened to block any treaty pro-
tocol that does not impose binding
emissions cutbackson Third World
countries.

American industry fears compe-
tition from Third World countries
free to burn as much cheap coal as
they want.

The U.S. negotiators place great
stock in a proposed article to the
new protocol establishing a pro-
cess for Third World countries to
voluntarily submit to binding lim-
its, apparently expecting some
wealthierdeveloping nationstotake
on the burden to help advance the
negotiations.

But so far none has announced
any interest in the scheme.

ing Tuesday toward agreement on
one keystone of a historic new deal
to confront global warming - that
countries be assigned differing lev-
els of mandatory cutbacks in
“greenhouse” gas emissions.

But major disagreements per-
sisted elsewhere, and the chairman
of the closed-door talks was push-
ing the United States to make its
position more flexible.

For their part, U.S. negotiators,

interest in a U.S. effort to extend
industrial nations’ cutback require-
ments to the developing world.
Inclusion of China and otherdevel-
oping nations under the binding
accord may prove essential to win-
ning U.S, Senate approval for the
treaty protocol.

The negotiations, to strengthen
the 1992 Climate Change Treaty
by adding mandatory emissions
reductions, are to conclude with
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U.S. delegation members, from left, Senators John Chafee of Rhode Island, Mike Enzi of Wyom
Chuck Hagel of Nebraska listen to explanations from their unidentified staff upon their arr/v}a/ a;ngglgg
Conference press room in 'K yoto, Tuesday for the meeting on g/obal warming. ap

China vows to keep working
with Britain on Hong Kong

BE1J] ING (AP)- Although
Hong Kong is no jonger a Brit-
ishcolony, asenior Chinese dip-

Agency sa1d _ o ,-;eral cooperatxon” between_f
Wang is Chma top represen- ”__j_.vchng and Londo :Xxnhua'
‘ . tativeon the Joint Liaison Group, W '
 lomatpromised Tuesdaytocon- - anAnglo-Chinese body thatover-
tinue. workmg actively with . sawHongKong $ fransition fro
- British to Chinese rule.. ©
~'The group, which met regu-
’_1arly before_thc handover, is to.

: In his ﬁrst meetmg wﬂh hxs.
- Bnnsh counterpart since Hongv :

High court rulings stir
Pakistan polltlcal crisis

By KATHY GANNON

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) -
Conflicting rulings issued Tues-
day by rival Supreme Court jus-
tices aggravated Pakistan’s 2-
week-old political crisis that has
virtually crippled the country and
prompted fears of a military take-
over.
At issue was a ruling by Chief
Justice Sajjad Ali Shah that re-
stored the president’s constitu-
tional power to dismiss Parlia-
ment. His action raised concerns
that Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif’s government could be re-
moved since Shahhas beenlocked
in a fierce political battle with the
prime minister.

President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari already has come out on
the side of the chief justice.

But almost immediately after
Shah's ruling, 10 other justices
sitting inanearby courtroomover-
turned it. These justiceshave been
opposed to Shah on the grounds
that he was wrongly promoted to
chief justice, ahead of other more
senior judges.

Legalexperts were divided over
whether the rebel justices had the
legal authority to act.

“Presently it is a situation of
chaos,” said Abid Hassan Minto,
Supreme Court Bar Association
president. “I don’t see at the mo-
ment a possibility of retrieving it
quickly.”

In an apparent attempt to pre-
empt his ouster, Sharif’s Cabinet
held an emergency meeting and
prepared to begin impeachment
proceedings against the president.

The National Assembly orlaw-
making Lower House of Parlia-
ment is to meet later on Tuesday
when lawmakers say they will
begin the 7-day impeachment pro-
cess.

Underlying the chaos were fears

that the army may step in to take -

control in Pakistan, where it has
ruled for 25 of its 50-year history.

Until a day ago, the powerful
army chief of staff, Gen. Jehangir
Karamat, was cast in the role of
mediator. He arrived at the presi-
dential palace within 30 minutes
of Shah’s ruling.

Before his ruling, Shah, who
sat on the court with two other
colleagues, refused to hear argu-
ments from the prime minister’s
lawyer,

*“You saw it. He wouldn’teven
listen to my arguments,” said at-
tomey Ashtar Assef Ali.

Farooq Ahmed Leghan PreSIdent of Pak/stan speaks to the press after
announcing his resignation Tuesday in Islamabad. Leghari accussed
Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif of wanting absolute power and
considering themselves above the constitution and law. His resignation
culminated two weeks of political crisis that crippled the country and
prompted fears of a military takeover.. ap

. Justice Saeeduzaman Siddiqi,
who is leading the mutiny on the
Supreme Court bench, said an
acting chief justice is to be sworn
in until a full bench decides
whether Shah was wrongly pro-
moted.

The current crisis stems from a
clashseveral months ago between
Sharif and Shah over the appoint-
ment of five new judges to the
Supreme Court, which expanded
the bench from 12 to 17.

Shah accused the prime minis-
ter and the government of ma-
nipulating the Supreme Courtand
creating the divisions on the
bench. Shah eventually won, but
not before he resurrected corrup-
tion charges against the prime
minister

and struck down other legisla-
tion passed by Parliament. He also
charged the prime minister with
contemptofcourt.  Meantime,
the president has come out on the
side of the chief justice, particu-
larly after government supporters
overran the Supreme Court on
Friday, disrupting Shah’s hearing
on the contempt of court charge.
If convicted, Sharif could be re-

moved from power.

Sharif has accused both the chief
justice and the president of con-
spiring to undermine his 10-
month-old government.  Earlier
this year, both the government and
opposition parties had voted inacon-
stitutional amendment to withdraw
the president’s power to dismiss
elected govemments.

President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari invoked that power in
1996 to dismiss then-Prime Min-
ister BenazirBhutto  Shehazad
Jehangir, the lawyer for the
president’s case was the only per-
son allowed to speak and he
warned that if the president was
not allowed to dismiss the gov-
ernment, Pakistan risked another
round of military rule.

“The situation of law and order
may break down completely and
the military leaders may be forced
to impose martial law . . . the
armed forces has a duty to this
country,” he said.

The chief justice jumped in
quickly to say that the Supreme
Court could not support
“extraconstitutional measures”
such as military rule.

Two Indonesians sentenced to jail for
carrying grenades at Muslim gathermg

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)
- AJakartacourt has sentenced
two men {o two years in prison
for carrying grenades at an
outdoor Muslim festival in
February that was attended by
President Suharto.

The defendants, Saleh
Abdullah and Abdul Azis,
were sentenced Monday by the
South Jakarta District Court,
said Sari, an official at the
Indonesian Legal Aid Foun-

dation.

A foundation lawyer de-
fended the 37-year-old
Abdullah and the 31-year-old
Saleh. They were arrested fol-
lowing a gathering Feb. 8 of
about 100,000 Muslims in the
capital’s main square to cel-
ebrate the end of Ramadan,
Islam’s holy month of fasting.

In its verdict, the court said
the suspects had planned to
detonate the South Korean-

made hand grenades at the fes-
tival, where Suharto and some
Cabinet ministers were
present.

Authorities did not speculate
why the suspects did not carry out
the plan. Acting on a tip, police
arrested them a week later.

Both men will appeal the ver-
dict, Sari said. They testified that
anunidentified man handed them
a package that they later discov-
ered contained the grenades.
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Firm paying for Gingrich party

By DAVID PACE
WASHINGTON (AP) - The con-
troversial speaker of the U.S.
House of Representatives is
spending the week in London with
his wife and two aides, with an
international oil company paying
the expenses.

Newt Gingrich, a Republican,
was invited by Atlantic Richfield

Co. to be the guest speaker at the
company’s annual dinner Thurs-
day night.

Previous speakers at the event
have included former Presidents
Ronald Reagan, George Bushand
Jimmy Carter; former Senate
Majority Leader Bob Dole; and
retired Gen. Colin Powell, a
former chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff. All except Dole
were out of office when they spoke
at the dinner.

Atlantic Richfield is paying the
commercial air fare, lodging and
meal expenses for Gingrich, his
wife Marianne, and two aides.
They are staying at Claridge’s,

one of London’s most exclusive '

hotels, where rooms start at $ 400
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For all signs need, please visit or call H

\/.$ oigns eystem

at #N Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
Bl goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
[l boards or on transparencies on special pa-
per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
B above sheives, counters and merchandise
g Stands, can easily be produced by the tal-

H ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

B Full color digital print for back light in shops

B window or special display in the outdoor,
! such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
| fumes, jewelry and many more.

| Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar- F
1 anteed to last for five to seven years in all

B weather conditions and stands heat tem-
& perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit. |

VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, ori wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and.-style and rich graph-

Newt Gingrich

per night.

Company spokesman Albert
Greenstein said the oil giant is
picking up the tab for Gingrich
and his companions because the
dinner generates good will for the
company in London and Gingrich
is a major international
newsmaker.

“The guest list in the past has
included people who are news-
worthy and who have interesting
things to say about international
relations and that’s why he was
invited,” Greenstein said.

But Charles Lewis, executive
director of the Center for Public
Integrity, a government watch-
dog group, said having a major
corporation with interests before
Congress pay for the trip is a
potential conflict of interest for

“Feting him in an.expensive
city like London, along with his
wife and aides, is an incredible
bouquet of roses to the speaker,”
he said. “Accepting private travel
from any vested interest that has
business before Congress raises
questions aboutobjectivity later.”

Gingrich spokeswoman Chris-
tina Martin said the House ethics
committee approved the trip.

The House in 1995 enacted a
Gingrich-sponsored measure to
ban most trips and gifts from out-
side interests. But the rules still
permit private concemns to pay for
travel, lodging and related ex-
penses incurred “in conjunction
with the duties of the member.”"

The speaker has plenty of com-
pany in accepting such trips. A
survey by The Associated Press
last year found foreign govern-
ments, corporate giants, think
tanks, and universities spending $
4.€ million to send federal law-
makers and their staffs across the
country and around the world in
the name of fact-finding.

Gingrichplans to meet this week
with several British political fig-
ures, including Prime Minister
Tony Blair; the speaker of the
House of Commons, Betty
Boothroyd; and former Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher. His
schedule also calls for a tour of
the Museum of Natural History.

Gingrich.

By JON MARCUS
BOSTON (AP) -

“The: roller-

unlikely to be typical..

the ‘traditional intermediate stop
in the Appeals Court, a shortcut
Ms. Woodward’s lawyer argie
was unnecessary and which has
frequently been rejected in the
past. :

Wednesday by Massachusett’s
Supreme Judicial Court Justice
Ruth Abrams, who could refuse
to consider it, sending prosecu-
tors back to the Appeals Court;
take it before the full SIC; orstay
Judge Hiller Zobel's order sen-
tencing Ms. Woodward to time
served, thereby returning her to

quested.

A juryshocked the world when
itconvicted the Britishteen-ager
onOct. 30of second-degree mur-

thew Eappen, her host family's
8-month-old son. Nearly two
weeks later, there were more
shock waves when the verdict
was reduced to manslaughter and
Ms. Woodward was freed by
Zobel.

Prosecutors argue that Zobel
exceeded his authority by com-

First hearing in au pair a

coaster case of British au pair =
Louise. Woodward has reached
the start of what promisestobea
long appeals process. And,ashas
been true since the police first.
charged Ms. Woodward in the = -
death of a baby in her care, itis -
_ .- fication or evaluation by proba-
~ Prosecutors have chosen tofile: $ig
their appeal under a provision of | -
statelaw that allows themtoavoid.

The appeal was to be be heard

prison, as the prosecution has re- -
e ._prosecution’s . claims:  very

Whatever the ruling, it was not b
expected tobe made immediately. - -

der in the shaking death of Mat- |

posing his own theary to explain -,

by's deat ne
the prosecution nor defense had

. tion officers, and without regard -
to state’ guidelines that recom-
- mend a three- to five-year prison
* term for involuntary manslaugh-
ter. : .
But the principal issue now is
whether this constitutes the ex-
traordinary circumstances re-
quired to qualify for an emer-
gency appeal before a single jus-
tice of the SIC,
“Youhavetogetoverthehurdle
of showing there isno other rem-
edy available in the law,” said R.
Michael Cassidy, associate dean
of Boston College Law School, a
former prosecutor and a one-time
law clerk at the SJIC. “That’s a
very high hurdle to meet. I think
- (Judge Abrams) will test the
cdosely.” oo
What makes their appeal ur-
gent, prosecutors insist, is that the
~ case has harmed the image of the
courts and “every day this per-
* ception is'allowed to remain, the
damage to the integrity of the
criminal justice system, and the
jury system in particular, mag-
nifies.” = G
But Ms.  Woodward’s attor-
neys responded: “There does not
appear to be any emergency or
other justification in this case
- for bypassing the normal appel-

ate process," g

Janet Reno

By MICHAEL J. SNIFFEN
WASHINGTON (AP) - U.S. At-
torney General Janet Renodeclined
Tuesday to seek an independent
counsel investigation of telephone
fund raising by President Bill
Clintonand Vice President AlGore,
concluding they didnot violateelec-
tion laws.

Herlong-expected decisiondrew
jeers from Republicans.

Under strong pressure for months
from all sides, Reno told a news
conference, “The decision was
mine and it was based on the facts
and the law, not pressure, politics
or any other factor.”

She stressed that the investiga-
tion will continue and her decision

Tuesday should not be viewed as .

an exoneration. Pointing out
that FBI Director Louis J. Freeh
dissented from her ruling, Repub-
licans criticized Reno’s decision as
too narrow and suggested she may
have been affected by loyalty tothe
White House. Democrats called her
correct and courageous.

Renoalsorejected aspecial pros-
ecutor to investigate former En-
ergy Secretary Hazel O’ Leary, con-
cluding that O'Leary was unaware
that a contribution to one of her
favorite charities may have been
solicited in return for her meeting
Chinese businessmen.

Reno said the only fund-raising
callsinvestigators found by Clinton
came in October 1994 and were
made from the White House pri-
vate quarters, not the president’s
offices. “This places the calls out-
side the scope ... of (federal elec-
tion law) which applies only to
solicitations for hard-money con-
tributions occurring within the fed-
eral workplace,” she wrote.

Renotold anews conference that
her campaign finance task force
continues toinvestigate Democratic
fund-raising practices that without

Students arriving at Heath High School in West Paducah, Ky..embrace

Reno:

Gore’s knowledge Pdiverted some
of the money he raised into ques-
tionable accounts. And she said the
department would continue inves-
tigating others involved in the
O’Leary incident.

“Any decision not to ask for an
independent counsel does not
mean that apersonhas beenexon-

erated or that the work of the-

campaign finance task force has
ended,” Reno said.

Reaction from the three offi-
cials was muted.

In a single-sentence state-
ment, Clinton said, “The attorney
general made her decision based
on a careful review of the law and
the facts and that’s as it should
be.’9

Gore, traveling in Connecticut,
said, “Now that there’s been afull
and independent review, we can
put this issue of the phone calls
behind us once and for all.”

“Tamrelieved butnotsurprised,”
O’Leary said.

But Sen. Fred Thompson, the
Republicanchairman of the Senate
committee investigating campaign
finance, accused Reno of “misin-
terpreting the law” and said thather
focusontelephone solicitations was
t00 narrow,

At the same time, he said, “I
don’tthink any of us are surprised”
by her conclusion. Thompson said
Reno’s interpretation of the law
had “hamstrung” the FBI in its
investigation.

Renodenied that: “Iwanttomake
clear to everyone I am not impos-
ingany constrainton the task force.”
She and Freeh acknowledged their
split, but traded compliments late
in the day.

Freeh pushed foranindependent
counsel on grounds Reno has a
conflictof interestinvestigating top
administrationofficials. Renosaid,
“I value highly” Freeh’s advice.
“We may notalwaysagree. ... How-
ever, the decision to ask for an
independent counsel is mine and I
alone amresponsible for that under
the law.”

Freeh said he appreciated the
opportunity to fully express the
FBI’s views, noted that “lawyers

and investigators can and often do -

disagree” and said he still has “a
strong and amicable relationship”
with Reno.

Rep. Dan Burton, a Republican
who chairs a House committee in-
vestigating campaign funding, said
he would call Reno and Freehto a

an unidentified adult on Tuesday. A 14-year-old freshman boy opened
fire Monday during a student prayer group meeting, killing three

-students and injuring five others. ap
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hearing Tuesday.

The telephone fund-raising in-
quiry was pushed into the spot-
light by demands from Republi-
cans on Capitol Hill, newspaper
disclosures and the timetables set
by the independent counsel law.
It led to-questioning of Clinton

Rep. Bamney Frank, D-Mass., left, and Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, argue during their appearance on NBC’s

and Gore by Justice Department

lawyers and FBI agents.

But it was always just part of a
broader investigation by 120 law-
yers and FBI agents into numer-
ous campaign fund-raising trans-
actions and figures, including pos-
sible Chinese and other foreign

o need for counsel

donations and use of the White
House as afund-raising tool. Some
Republicans, including Burton,
also are under scrutiny.
Indictments of at least two
Democratic fund-raisers for con-
cealing the identities of real do-
nors are expected later this month.

“Meet the Press” Sunday in Washington. Hatch predicted “lots of problems” for Attorney General Janet Reno
if she doesn’t call for an independent counsel probe of Democratic campaign fund-raising. ae
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Allies debate Bosnia mission

By JEFFREY ULBRICH
BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) -
NATO defense ministers opened
a two-day meeting Tuesday ex-
pected to focus on the future of
the NATO-led peace force in
Bosnia and the need to extend its
mission beyond next June.

U.S. Defense Secretary Will-
jam Cohen discussed the issue
with his European colleaguesover
dinner Monday night, Ger-
man Defense Minister Volker
Ruehe cautioned against leaving
“Bosnia-Herzegovina to itself after
June without a further NATO en-
gagement.” But he said the successor
force must be smaller than today's
34,000-member mission.

In addition to Bosnia, the defense
ministers were expected to endorse
the cost estimate of $1.3 billion over
10 years to enlarge the 16-member
alliance by taking in Poland, Hun-
gary and the Czech Republic.

The consensus among the 16
allies is that some NATO force
must stay in Bosnia. If not, say
military and civilian officials, con-
ditions in the country would prob-
ably deriorate quickly into re-
newed warfare.

The question remains over the
size of the force, the length of the
mission and who will be in it.

The French daily Le Monde
quoted NATO Secretary -General
Javier Solana as saymg he prefers

Coal mine

MOSCOW (AP) - A huge
methane gas explosion ripped
through a coal mine in south-
ern Siberiaearly Tuesday, kill-
ing at least 59 miners, offi-
cials said.

The blast tore through the
Zyryanovskaya mine in
Novokuznetsk at 1:17 a.m.
(1717 GMT Monday), accord-
ing to the Ministry of Emer-
gency Situations in Moscow.
The cause was not immedi-
ately known.

By mid-afternoon, there
were 59 confirmed deaths and
eight other miners remained
missing, authorities told the

“more mobile, more flexible
forces” -_asmaller peace force of
perhaps only 20,000 deployed in
certain cities.

Though he has yet to say so,
Cohen is believed to have ac-
cepted the view that NATO-led
soldiers must stay. The current
force includes 8,500 Americans
and enforces the 1995 Dayton
peace agreement in Bosnia.

The NATO ambassadors ap-
proved a study last week that put
the cost of enlarging NATO by
three countries at $1.3 billionover
10 years - far less than previous
estimates, including one by the

linton administration.

The $1.3 billion over 10 years
means an annual cost of about
$130 million for current mem-
bers. After the 16 parliaments
ratify new memberships, the fig-
ure will be shared by all 19. These
common costs are for such things
as plugging new members into
NATO communications and air
defense systems.

Additional costs to the United
States, for example, which now
pays 28.8 percent of NATO’s
common budget, would be about
$37 million a year.

The $1.3 billion enlargement
costcomes from analyses by Gen.
Wesley Clark, NATO’s top mili-
tary commander in Europe, and
military staff.

ITAR-Tass and Interfax news
agencies.

The Emergency Situations
ministry, which earlier said 41
were killed, could not imme-
diately confirm the higher
death toll.

Officials said four other miners
made their way to the surface
after the blast and were hospital-
ized with gas - poisoning.
Rescue teams headed from Mos-
cow to Novokuznetsk, located
3,000 kilometers (1,850 miles)
southeast of Moscow and 500 ki-
lometers (300 miles) north of the
Mongolian border. Rescuers were
digging through the debris in

NA TO Secretary Genera Javier Solana gestures while giving a press
conference at the end of the NATO Defense Ministers meeting at the
Alliance’s headquarters in Brusse/s Tuesday AP

explosmn kills 59

hopes of finding survivors.

The Zyryanovskaya mine,
located in the heart of one of the
world’s prime coal-mining re-
gions, was opened in 1946.

Mine safety in Russia has
been steadily deteriorating
because of aging equipment,
lack of funds for upkeep and
poor safety standards, and ac-
cidents claim dozens of lives
every year.

Aman Tuleyev, governor of the
Kemerovoregion where the acci-
dent occurred, said a commis-,
sion would be set up to pro-
vide aid to victims’ families

~ and investigate the cause.

Dairy farmers protesting against European Union f/nes for exceeding milk product/on ceiling, throw away
fresh milk on the Via Emilia state road Near Modena Tuesday. After last week’s clashes with police and a
tentative agreement with the ltalian government which did not produce any results, the farmers continue their

protest all over ltaly. ap

It is far smaller than earlier
studies because they were based

on the asusmption that NATO
would expand by four or five.
Those studies also included the

cost of modernizing the military

of the new countries. But those costs

will be bome by the countries them-

selves.
Also, the forces of Poland, Hun-
gary and the Czech Republic are in

better shape than first thought and,

importantly, NATO no longer plans

to base troops in these countries. In-

stead, it will send relief in times of
crisis. “NATO hasdeveloped a
reinforcement strategy rather than a
permanent deployment strategy ... to
defend the three new allies,” said the
senior NATO official.

Alsoonthe ministers’ agendaisthe
internal reform of NATO.

The alliance wants tocut the num-
ber of military headquarters from 65
to.about two dozen. This was tohave
been done last July, but the deadline
was moved to December and will
likely be delayed again.

The main sticking point is a Brit-
ish-Spanish dispute over the status of
the airport at Gibraltar.

On Monday, the military chiefs of
Greeceand Turkey tentatively agreed
to resolve a decades-old spat over
sharing the airspace over the Aegean
Sea for military flights. The agree-
ment now must be approved by the
govemments of both nations.

,says she was raped have dropped
therrlegal fi ghtto stop hertra_velm

nammaldebateonabomon,ahlglﬂy
ingly Roman Catholic country.

a woman’s life is in danger. No
other grounds, including rape or

incest, are permissible.

Supreme Court on Monday they

20 to Britain for an abortion.

’andaheal&mfﬁcraltoanabomon- ncy
.Chmcmmlﬂ’WestEnglandm’mes_ o

_":!rymgtocapltahmmﬁlegrﬂ splight,
~said in a Irish radio, “We love you,
“'we want you home and w wﬂldo]

'Ihchrl oneolechxldmnma; j
famﬂyhvmgmtwocaxavampaﬂced' :
beside a road on the outskirts of .
Dublin, has been atthecenterofa

emotive issue in this overwhelm-
" they changed their minds after a

Aboruomspemuttedonlywhen‘ “'militant anti-abortion group,

Lawyers for the parents told the
. ing abortion on most’ grounds in’
will not appeal against rulings by
tonowercounsallowmgthe glrltoy . proved freedom to travel

- gland where abomon i

‘The girl has been in the care of : “able on demand up to 24 weeks,

all we can for you.”

Atfirst, the parents supponedthe
girl’s demand for an abortion. But”

Youth Defense, offered finan-
cial help if she carried the baby
to full term, '

Irish voters rejected legaliz-

2 1993 referendum, The: _a‘v

avail-

Woman, son-in-law who
wed killed by relatives

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) - A
woman, whomarried herson-in-law,
wasexecuted by herfamily members
on Tuesday after tribal clerics in
Pakistan’s Northwest Frontier prov-
ince.

The death penalty was handed
down and carried out on Tuesday.

Her son-in-law, whom she had
married four years earlier, also was
sentenced to death and executed, the
tribal council said.

The tribal council ruled that mar-
riagebetween amother-in-law and
son-in-law was against Islamic
laws and ordered the two ex-
ecuted.

They handed them over to their
relatives who were given the right
tokill them. They were both shot, said
Mullah Abdul Hadi.

Inthenorthemn tribal belt, ribal law
is enforced. Tribal elders are both -

judge and jury.

1
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If Palestinians declare statehood

Israel may annex West Bank

JERUSALEM (AP) - Isracl will
annex parts of the West Bank if the
Palestiniansunilaterally declare state-
hoodintheareasthey control, asenior
adviser to Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said Tuesday..

Keeping open the annexation
option is reportedly a key reason

_ for Netanyahu’s reluctance to

hand over more of the West Bank
to the Palestinians now.

“The less land the Palestinians
control in the early stages, the
easier it will be for us to annex in
the future,” the Yediot Ahronot
daily quoted Netanyahu as telling
lawmakers from the right-wing
Tsomet Party.

_ThePalestinians currently con-
trol,infull orin part, 27 percent of
the WestBank. Ina'5.S.-brokered
agreement, Israel promised to fur-
ther pull back troops in the West
Bank in three stages, with a with-
drawal to be carried out every six
months and to be concluded by mid-
1998.

The Palestiniansexpectto be in
control of more than 90 percentof
the West Bank by the end of stage
three, a position Israel has said is
unrealistic.

In March, the Palestinians re-,
jected Israel’s offer of 2 percent
in stage one as insufficient. On
Sunday, Israel’s Cabinet decided
inprinciple to carry out stage two,
but did not set a date or define its
scope.

The Cabinet also said the sec-
ond pullback would only be car-
ried out if the Palestinians cracked
down on Islamic militants and
handed overthose wanted forkill-
ing Israelis.

The Cabinet said it would skip
stage three altogether and move
straight into negotiations on a per-
manent peace agreement, including
tatks on final borders, the status of
Jerusalem and the future of Jewish
settlements. Under timetables
agreed to earfier, such talks are to be
concluded by May 1999- or the end
of the five-year interim period of
limited Palestinian self-rule.

The Palestinians have rejected
Israel’s latest offer, saying it was a
ploy to try and keep control of the
territory. The United States has
reserved judgment, saying it needs
more information. U.S. Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright has called
for “significant and credible” Israeli
redeployments in the West Bank.

Yediot said that in private, U.S.
State Department officials have de-
scribed Israel’s plan as confused and
vague.  Netanyahu hasdispatched
aides to Egypt and the United States
to win support for the proposal. On
Monday, Netanyahu told Arafat that
his govemnment’s decision repre-
sented animportant move forward in
the peace talks. “We are ready
tomove forward in the peace process
andinthenegotiations with the Pales-
tinians,” Isracli Cabinet secretary
Danny Naveh told Israel radio on

Tuesday.

However, Naveh wamed the Pal-
estinians that they did not have the
option of simply waiting for the end
of the autonomy period - May 1999-
and then declaring statehood without

negotiations. Arafathassaidhe would
take such a step if talks remained
deadlocked.

“If the Palestinians say they are
unilaterally declaring statehood, no

-one can expect Israel not to take

unilateral steps on its part,” Naveh
said. “And one possibility that was
raised was what the prime minister
mentioned yesterday.” In his
meeting with Tsomet legislators
Monday, Netanyahusaid thatif Arafat
declares statehood, “then we will

unilaterally annex the (West Bank’s) . |

Jordan Valley and other territory.”
In other developments Tuesday:
«Israel has begun construction of

100 homes in the West Bank’s sec-

ond largest Jewish settlement, Ariel.

Thebuildingispartof aplanfor 1,000

new homes recently approved by

Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai.

Arafat was to meet with Jordan's
prime minister and foreign minister
in the West Bank town of Ramallah

later in the day to discuss Israel’s

troop pullback offer.

Palestinian schoo/g/r/s pass Israeli soldiers, one of whom talks to another soldier posted atop a bur/d/ng, ./n
th?hWeWst B?gk wk//age of Beit Omar Tuesday. Israel’s Cabinet decided in principle Spunda - to pull back troops
in the West Bank. ap
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Trash bin baby improving

ST. PETERSBURG, Florida
(AP) - Surveillance cameras
caught a 10th-grader clutching her
stomach as she entered a high
school bathroom, where she gave
birth to a baby and left him in a
trash can.

A janitor discovered the boy
about 90 minutes later Monday.
The boy, called Nicholas by
school officials because of Christ-
mas, was ice cold, barely breath-
ing and buried underhand towels.

By Tuesday, his condition was
upgraded from very critical to

Surveillance camera spots mom leaving baby

serious. The 6-pound, 10-ounce
full-term infant was breathing on
his own and may be released by
Christmas, Dr. Danilo Escotosaid,
although his long-term prognosis
is not yet known.

One of Northeast High School’s
48 surveillance cameras, which
was mounted on the wall of a
corridor, caught pictures of the
15-year-old mother holding her
stomach as she entered the bath-
room where the baby was later

: ; drug:
‘borhood i Jamesburg, 2 pxedomx

“ nantly white town inthe nartheastern.
stateofNewIersey forseveraldaysm'

found. She went into the bath-
roomat about 2 p.m., whenclasses
were let out, and was in there for
just over a half hour. “She
was bent over, doubled in pain. It

-was obvious she was hurting,”

said Detective LeRoy Pierce.

On Tuesday, Pierce showed the
surveillance pictures to 30 staff
and teachers in this school with
1,950 students. A teacher recog-
nized the mother, whose name
was withheld by police.

PIA. ..

Continued from page 1

result in fines up to $10,000 per
day.

“This aircraft and resulting spill
has affected the coastal waters and its
resources,”’ Sablan said in his letter.

The multi-agency CNMI Marine
Monitoring Team went to the site
yesterday to assess the situation.

Kretzers said the plane had 45 gal-
lons of avgas, a special fuel for air-

He said the responsibility of sal-
vaging the wreckage liesonthe insur-
ance company.

“We're working with the i insur-
ance company if it's possible to sal-
vage (the plane),” Kretzers said, add-
ing thatremoving the aircraftisnotan
easy task.

The plane was insured with Ion
Aviation, the largest aircraft insur-
ance firm in the world. Ion is repre-
sented locally by Microl Insurance.

The plane was reportedly on a test
flight when it crash-landed.

Its pilot, Nicolas Pohl, suffered
from a broken rib and was treated at
the Commonwealth Health Center.

come in free!

& KARAOKE
It’smLadies Night every Thursday

Enjoy live entertainment with NOEL & THE Gl

BAND. 2« lots of prizes & giveaways and
“discounts on your favorite dnnks Best of all, ladies

Now open daily from 4pm to 2am.

Locared s« MIDDLE RD. In GUALO RAI next to
TRIPLE J SHELL GAS STATION.

The teen-ager was back at
school Tuesday and summoned
for questioning. Pierce said she
denied giving birth during a 40
minute interview with police, then
admitted the baby was hers after her
mother arrived.

Her family told authorities there
were nodiscipline problems with her
and that she was a diligent student

who got As and Bs.

“She told us she didn’t know she
was pregnant. Her mother didn’t
know,” the detective said.

She told detectives she discarded
the baby because she was afraid of
peer and family reaction, Pierce said.

The baby is temporarily in state
custody. Prosecutors will decide
whether aggravated child abuse
charges should be brought against
her.

Borja .

Continued from page 1

Hunter was among the several
officials suspected of disloyalty
to Tenorio, who lost his reelec-
tion bid last Nov. 1, asked to

resign or face termination.

A former researcher for House
Minority Leader Dino M. Jones
(D-Saipan), Diaz served in the
CNMTI’s first Senate, from 1978
to 1980, as a Tinian Democrat. He
lost in his reelection bid, how-
ever, to Ignacio K. Quichocho

DeRienzo .

Continued from page 1

fice Criminal Division in July
1991. He was appointed to man-
age the CNMI Office of the Pub-
lic Defender in November on the
same year, but the Senate con-
firmed his appointment on Jan.
11, 1992.

In his letter sent Tuesday to
Tenorio, the chief publicdefender
said he was honored by the
governor’s confidence in his abil-
ity to perform the duties of one of
the highest positions in the CNMI
government.

“My seven-year residence in
the CNMI and my service as pub-
lic defender have truly been very
rewarding,” he said. “We have
accomplished many things and I
am proud to have been a part of
CNMI history.”

As chief public defender since
1991, DeRienzo has developed

and maintained “an excellent of-
fice reputation for protecting and
defending the rights of indigent
defendants.”

DeRienzo is also currently the
vice president of the CNMI Bar
Association. He is a member of
the CNMI Criminal Justice Plan-
ning Agency, CNMIBar Committee
onEthics and Professional Responsi-
bility, Family Court Committee, and
Court’s Bar Committee. He founded
and organized the CNMI Adult Di-
version program. '

DeRienzo recommended to the
governor Deputy Public Defender
Harvey M. Palefsky as his re-
placement.

Palefsky was a deputy public
defender in Montrose, Colorado,
until he was hired to work here
early this year. Prior to his em-
ployment in Colorado, Palefsky
served as an assistant public de-
fender for Pohnpei, Federated
States of Micronesia.

Dems .

Continued from page 1

Marianas Retirement Fund in-
volved a retiree who wanted a
constitutional amendment apply
to him retroactively.

In contrast, the two-term limit
amendment was ratified during
Tenorio’s incumbency and there-
fore applies to him, Borja said.

He added that there was also
evidence in the 1985 Constitu-
tional Convention journal, par-
ticularly when the delegates stated
that the two-term limit was mod-
eled after the U.S. Constitution’s
Amendment 22.

Amendment 22, which was pro-
posed in 1947 andratified in 1951,
clearly exempted the then incum-
bent president, Harry S. Truman,
from the two-term limit.

Borja said the CNMI
Constitution’s two-term limit
did not exempt anyone and
should therefore be considered
as applying to then incumbent
governor Tenorio.

Borja, in an earlier inter-
view, said the Democratic
Party “stands a good chance”
of winning its lawsuit on gov-
ernor-elect PedroP. Tenorio’s
eligibility to serve a third term.

He added, however, that a

challenge after the election
will mean more legal compli-
cations and will cost more.

Both Borja and incumbent
Gov. Froilan C. Tenorio, the
losing Democratic candidate,
believe that the Republican
Tenorio can no longer seek a
third term due to the constitu-
tional two-term limit.

But the governor has said
that he would “leave it up to
the people” to decide on the
Republican candidate’s eligi-
bility.

Borja, for his part, had said
that the legal questions in-
volved may become compli-
cated if the Republican wins
and then face a court chal-
lenge.

His campaign committee,
however, advised against go-
ing to court due to the pos-
sible political “backlash” from
Republican voters.

The CNMI’s only two-term
governor, the Republican
Tenorio won an unprecedented
third term last Nov. 1 with 5,278
votes,or45.6 percentof the 11,583
total valid votes cast.

The incumbent governor got
3,195 votes or 27.6 percent, while
Borjareceived 3,110votes or26.8
percent.
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Announcement

65 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER-
Salary: $3.00-5.00 per hour

06 PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

02 PRODUCTION MANAGER-Salary:
$3.50-5.00 per hour

10 CUTTER (MACHINE)-Salary: $3.05
per hour

10 PRESSER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: MARIANAS GARMENT MGF.,
INC. (12/4)Th24680

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Salary:
$530.00 per month

Contact: BEN'S INTERNATIONAL
CORPORATION Tel. 235-2828(12/
4)Th24684

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: KIM'S GENERAL CORPORA-
TION dba Tofu Factory, Laundrymat &
Retail Store Tel. 234-7191(12/
4)Th24686

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

01 AUTO TECHNICIAN-Salary: $3.05
per hour

01 SALES CLERK-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: VIRGINIA GLASER dba 3 A’s
Polyshine Tel. 235-8418(12/4)Th24687

01 MANAGER-Salary: $300 per month
Contact: O & K CORPORATION dba
O&K Auto Repair Shop Tel. 234-
2995(12/4)Th24689

01 SALESPERSON-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: HAN NAM CORPORATION
Tel. 235-2920(12/4)Th24690

02 BAKER-Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 MANAGER-Salary: $800.00 per
month

Contact: PRINCE ENTERPRISES, LTD.
dba SM Mart Groceries Tel. 235-
5148(12/4)Th24692

01 CHEF-Salary: $1,000-2,500 per
month

Contact: STRINGSTONE ENTER-
PRISES INC. dba BISTRO Tel. 233-
0640(12/4)Th24693

01 SALES CLERK-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: TARO SUE CORPORATION
dba Taro Sue Store Tel. 234-5416(12/
4)Th24694

01 BEAUTIC!IAN-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: JANE'S ENTERPRISES INC.
dba Jane's Beauty and Barber Shop Tel:
322-5194(12/4) Th24695

01 FACIALAND BODY MASSAGE-Sal-
ary: $1,200.00 per month

Contact: SHIN AND RICHARD CORP.
dba Shuatsu Society Te!. 323-5690(12/
4)Th24699

02 BEAUTICIAN-Salary: $3.05-3.15 per
hour

Contact: TUDELA ENTERPRISES dba
Diann's Beauty Parlor Tel. 235-2984(12/
4)Th24702

06 CARPENTER SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary: $4.00-8.00 per hour
Contact: FLETCHER PACIFIC CON-

"STRUCTION CO., LTD. (CNMI) TEL.

234-3301(12/4)Th69448

01 ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTSMAN-
Salary: $3.75-5.50 per hour

Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Arjay Construction Tel. 235-1629(12/
4)Th69454

01 MANAGER-Salary: $1,200.00 per
month

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER-Salary:
$800.00 per month

Contact: MIRAGE CORPORATION Tel.
233-4137(12/11)Th24786

04 DELIVERY WORKER-Salary: $3.05
per hour

Contact: ACE VIDEO CORPORATION
dba Kay' Express Cargo (12/4) Th24696

10 CUTTER-Salary: $3.05-3.20 per
hour

70 SEWING MACHINE OPERATORS-
Salary: $3.05-3.40 per hour

10 MACHINE PRESSER (PRESS OFP-
ERATOR)-Salary: $3.05-3.20 per hour
01 GENERAL MANAGER-Salary:
$13.00 per hour

Contact: SAM MARIANAS, INC. Tel.
322-3444(12/4)Th24697

01 MASON-Salary: $3.20-3.36 per hour
04 MAINTENANCE WORKER-Salary:
$3.05-3.20 per hour

01 SECURITY GUARD-Salary: $3.05-
3.20 per hour

02 BARTENDER-Salary: $3.05-3.20 per
hour

01 PAINTER-Salary: $3.05-3.30 per
hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary: $3.05-3.40 per
hour

01 RESERVATIONS SUPERVISOR-
Salary: $3.40-3.57 per hour

02 WAITER, RESTAURANT-Salary:
$3.05-3.20 per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary: $9.96-10.46
per hour

01 GENERAL MAINTENANCE MAN-
AGER-Salary: $9.65-10.13 per hour
02 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary: $3.05-3.46 per hour

01 ARC WELDER-Salary: $3.10-3.26
per hour

03 SWIMMING POOL MAINTENANCE-
Salary: $3.05-3.20 per hour

01 COOK HELPER-Salary: $3.05-3.20
per hour

01 COOK-Salary: $3.05-3.20 per hour
01 TAILOR-Salary: $3.50-3.68 per hour
Contact: KAN PACIFIC SAIPAN, LTD.
Tel. 322-4692(12/4)Th69447

01 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.15 per hour
01 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC-Sal-
ary: $3.40 per hour

Contact: BASIC CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLY CORP. Tel. 234-8779(12/
4)Th69453

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary: $3.50
per hour

01 OFFICE WORKER-Salary: $3.50 per
hour

Contact: ZHANG, BIN HUA dba Pacific
Carrie Ent. Tel. 235-5528(12/
10)W24770

01 COOK-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: NIPPON GENERAL TRAD-
ING CORPORATION dba Country
House Restaurant Tel. 233-1908(12/
11)Th24798

01 OPERATIONS MANAGER-Salary:
$800.00-1,700.00 per month

Contact: SAIPAN CORAL REEF, INC.
Tel. 234-6564(12/11)Th24784

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary: $1,200.00
per month

Contact: AZUMA LIMITED Tel. 256-
6831(12/11)Th24788

01 WAITRESS (RESTAURANT)-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: SUNG ACORPORATION dba
BBQ Restaurant Tel. 235-3027(12/
11)Th24792

04 WAITERS-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per
hour

Contact: SHOWBOAT, INC. Tel. 233-
9298(12/11)Th69625

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $550.00-
700.00 per month

Contact: PELLEY BOAT CHARERS,
INC. Tel. 233-9298(12/11)Th69626

03 WAREHOUSE WORKER-Salary:
$3.05-3.25 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN ICE & WATER CO.,
INC. Tel. 233-9298(12/11)Th69627

03 COOKS-Salary: $3.05 per hour

02 BARTENDER-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL CO., LTD.
dba Saipan Diamond Hotel Tel. 234-
5900(12/11)Th69601

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: MARINA M. LOBRIO dba 3M
& L Enterprises Tel. 233-2306(12/
11)Th24777

02 BARBER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: GENEROSO D. HUERTAS,
SR. dba Gene's Barber Shop Tel. 233-
6662(12/11)Th24779

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $600.00 per
month

Contact: PRINCESS CORPORATION
Tel. 234-5759(12/11)Th24780

01 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Salary:
$7.03 per hour

Contact: CREATIVE TOURS
MICRONESIA, INC. Tel. 322-7417(12/
11)Th24781

03 JANITOR-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: MARIANO K. PANGELINAN
dba Island Janitorial Services Tel. 322-
1360(12/11)Th24782

01 ELECTRONIC MECH.-Salary:
$750.00 per month

Contact: L & W AMUSEMENT CORP.
Tel. 234-8864(12/18)Th24858

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIRER)-Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 BARBER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: LUIS C. BENAVENE dba
Benavente Barbershop Tel. 233-
5847(12/18)Th24867

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: LI QUN CORPORATION Tel.
288-0548(12/18)Th24868

01 SALES MANAGER-Salary: $3.05 per

hour

01 SEAMSTRESS-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: NAINA ENTERPRISES dba
Roshis Variety Store Tel. 234-6533(12/
18)Th24869 -

05 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
05 MASONS-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: BRIAN P. REYES dba BPR
Professional Services Tel. 234-9127(12/
18)Th24870

1 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

05 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

50 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

05 CUTTER, HAND-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

05 (PACKER)-HAND PACKAGER-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

05 PRESSER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: COMMONWEALTH GAR-
MENT MFG., INC. Tel. 234-3481(12/
18)Th24879

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: PIER WAVE ENT,, INC. dba
Pier Wave Shop Tel. 233-0892(12/
18)Th24880

09 MASON-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: REMEDIO S./DANIEL S.
BUNIAG dba Marfran Enterprises Tel.
322-0414(12/18)Th24881

01 HAIR STYLIST (BEAUTICIAN)-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: CHARM, INC. dba Venus
Beauty Salon Tel. 233-8391(12/
18)Th24871

01 OPERATION MANAGER-Salary:
$1,800.00 per month

Contact: MICRONESIAN GARMENT
MFG., INC. .Tel. 235-7120(12/
18)Th24882

01 MASON-Salary: $3.05 per hour

‘01 DRAFTSMAN-Salary: $5.30 per hour

04 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: JESSIE A. ARIZALA dba Sys-
tems Services Co. Tel. 234-5334(12/
18)Th24873

01 PLUMBING-Salary: $3.05 per hour
01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER (BUILD-
ING)-Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: ANTONIA V. TAITANO dba
MAAC Enterprises Tel. 235-7602(12/
18)Th24874

01 AIRCON TECHNICIAN-Salary: $3.05
per hour

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: JUAN B. CEPEDA dba JBC
Aircon/Refrigeration Shop Tel. 235-
5826(12/18)Th24875

01 H.E. OPERATOR-Salary: $3.50 per
hour

Contact: KiM, SANG CHUL dba K.P.S.
Corp. Tel. 233-1632(12/18) Th24859

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary: $650.00 per
month

Contact: TEODOSIA V. DAVIS dba
Arabella’s Beauty & Dress Shop (12/
18)Th24860

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: YANG HIN BUYING & TRADE
INFORMATION SERVICE COMPANY
Tel. 235-2421(12/18) Th2486 1

01 LANDSCAPER-Salary: $3.50 per
hour

Contact: ROY E. ALEXANDER dba
Alexander Real Estate Co./Alexander
Drilling Tel. 234-5117(12/18)Th24862

01 FILM COORDINATOR-Salary:
$1,500.00 per month

01 INSTRUCTOR, SCUBA DIVING-
Salary: $7.94 per hour

Contact: MARINE TECH (SAIPAN) INC.
dba S2 Club Tel. 322-5079(12/
18)Th24863 :

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary: $4.50 per hour

Contact: HAWAIIAN ROCK PROD-
UCTS CORPORATION Tel. 322-
0407(12/11)Th24795

01 MECHANIC-Salary: $3.15 per hour
01 ASST. DRILLER-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

01 DRILLER-Salary: $3.15-3.50 per
hour

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

Contact: ROY E. ALEXANDER dba
Alexander Drilling Co. Tel. 234-517(12/
11)Th24796

01 INSTRUCTOR, SCUBA DIVING-
Salary: $2,940.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $6.00 per
hour

01AUTO MECHANIC-Salary: $6.00 per
hour

02 TOURIST INFO.ASST. CLERK-Sal-
ary: $5.50 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT,
INC. Tel. 322-8876(12/18)Th24864

01 SURVEY AIDE-Salary: $3.10 per
hour

Contact: CANDIDO . CASTRO dba
Castro & Associates Tel. 235-7410(12/
18)Th24865

01 WEDDING CONSULTANT-Salary:
$800.00-1,600.00 per month

Contact: FUKADA ENTERPRISES,
INC. dba Fukada Wedding Service Tel.
235-7621(12/11)Th24797

01 DIVING INSTRUCTOR-Salary:
$800.00 per month

Contact: MARIANAS VISITORS DE-
VELOPMENT, INC. dba Squall Tel. 233-
4480(12/18)Th24866

05 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

50 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

05 CUTTER, HAND-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

05 (PACKER) HAND PACKAGER-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

05 PRESSER, HAND-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: MIRAGE (SAIPAN) CO., LTD.
Tel. 234-3481(12/18)Th24878

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms ¢ Swimming Pool
Tennis Court

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER/
SUPERVISOR-Salary: $10.00-12.00
per hour

Contact: DOKO SAIPAN, INC. Tel. 234-
1301(12/18)Th24883

01 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER-Salary:
$3.05-5.20 per hour

Contact: TASI TOURS & TRANSPOR-
TATION INC. Tel. 235-9373(12/
18)Th69739

01 PARALEGAL-Salary: $3,000.00 per
month

Contact: PACIFIC ISLAND AVIATION,
INC. Tel. 234-3600(12/18)Th 69744

02 CONSTRUCTION WORKERS-Sal-
ary: $3.05-3.50 per hour

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary:
$2,000.00-3,000.00 per month
Contact: RODOLFO DV. DELA CRUZ
dba RDC Construction Tel. 235-
7849(12/18)24884

01 COOK-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: WALVO ENTERPRISES
CORP. dba East Ocean Restaurant Tel.
234-3859(12/18) Th24876

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $700.00-
1,000.00 per month

Contact: RAINBOW CORP. dba Lim's
Office Tel. 234-654(12/18)Th24877

KANNAT GARDENS

(Near Northern Marianas College)

235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Weekdays)
235-5849 (6:00 PM fo 9:00 PM, Everyday)

Or Best Offer.

LEAVING ISLAND SALE

1992 SUBARU LEGACY Fully equipped and in XLNT CONDITION $7,900

BABY CRIB and MATTRESS $195.00 Brand new. Still in box! Matchin
CHANGING TABLE $60.00 ROCKING CHAIR GLIDER $195.00. DININ
ROOM SET seats 6 $1,350 COAT OF ARMS CAST IRON HEAD & FOOT
BOARDS with MATCHING END TABLES $875.00

COFFEE TABLE with MATCHING END TABLE $375.00 PLUS MORE...

**** MOVING SALE THIS SATURDAY & SUNDAY (DEC.6&7)**+*
PLEASE CALL 322-3627 FOR MORE INFORMATION

APARTMENT FOR SALE

€ 170 (U (otai fixed price
monthly income $8,000.00
16 units apartment & 3 commercial stores-fully

occupied
12 years lease remaining

Call Day 234-1233 +  Eve 288-2222

TO ALL NUEVA ECIJANOS

This is to inform all Nueva Ecijanos (Members or
Non-Members) that there will be a general meeting
at Civie Center. Basketbalt Court on December 14,
1997 at Lunch Time. You nuay bring your own picnic
food. For more information, call Manny T. Vilaga
A 256-2701:
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YOUR BIRTHDAY

By Stella Wilder

Borntoday, you are interested in
the machinations of history and in
the kinds of traditions that most
consistently affect you. You are
not the kind to neglect tried-and-
true methods when, by all accounts,
they’ve workedfor people like you
through the ages — yet you are not
merely a copycat performer. You
combine the best of the old days
with the best in ingenuity, and you
approach even the most routine
problems in a creative and novel
manner. You can be quiet, reserved
and studious, but when it is appro-
priate you can also cut loose.

Neverone tobe overly concerned
with the competition, you are nev-
ertheless a born competitor; you
concentrate on your own perfor-
mance without giving much
thought to how others are doing —
and this usually gives you an edge.
You are quite adept at the come
from behind victory!

Also born on this date are:
Samuel Butler, author; Thomas
Carlyle, essayist and historian;
Lillian Russell, singer and ac-
tress; JeffBridges,actor; Deanna
Durbin, actress.

To see what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthday star be your daily

guide.
FRIDAY,DEC.5

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22-Dec.
21) — You may want to take a
break regularly today to check out
how things are going outside your
own domain. Keep tabs on new
developments.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — You may not be in a position
to call all the shots today, but you
can perform well no matter who is
in charge. Trust yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
— You cannot blame yourself for
what happens to another because
he or she has been out of touch.
You have been trying to maintain
contact.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
— You may feel as though you’re
in a slump at this time, but the
current lull is only temporary, and
you’ll be up to par when the time
comes.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— A strange and unexpected situ-
ation can prove once and for all
today that you are a clutch per-
former. You have what it takes to
come through.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— Someone may be waiting for
you to make even the slightest mis-
take so that he or she can exploit it
to suit his or her own needs. Use

caution.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) —
Itshouldn’ttake youlong totend to
routine affairs today. During
evening hours, a surprise presents
itself and requires immediate at-
tention.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— Youmay not be feeling up topar
today —emotionally or physically
or both. Still, you can accomplish
one thing of great value.

LEO (July23-Aug,22)—Seek "

the advice of someone who has
been in your shoes, and you'll real-
ize that your instincts are keen and
trustworthy. Be yourselfatall times.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —
Itis your tumn to play hero today —if
yousochoose. What you accomplish
canwin you the admiration of many
and improve your self-esteem.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
Your plans may have to change
today as a result of unexpected
circumstances which affecta close
friend or relative. You can adjust
with ease.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— You must be ready to go the
distance today. Do not look for
the quick fix or the easy way out,
butinstead bear down and do what
you must.

Copyright 1997, United Feature
Syndicate, Inc.

CLOSERS

The basic monetary unit of
Kenyais the shilling, and its chief
fractional unit is the cent.

Wyoming is the 44th state.

The state bird of Virginia is the
cardinal.

The state flower of Rhode Is-
land is the violet.

The state tree of Mississippi is
the magnolia.

Arizona is also known as the
Grand Canyon State.

January is Fat-Free Living
Month.

Elephants, lions and camels
roamed Alaska 12,000 years ago.
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Rice keys Hornets win

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina
(AP)- Glen Rice scored 14 of his 30
points in the third quarter and the
Charlotte Homets had a franchise-
record 41 assistsina 121-102 victory
over the Sacramento Kings on Tues-
day night.

Dell Curry 18 added for the Hor-
nets, who outscored Sacramento 36-
18 in the third quarter and broke a
two-game slide in which they had
averaged less than 90 points,

Charlotte shot a season-high 59
percent, includinga 12-for-18 perfor-
mance by Rice and 8-for-10shooting
by Curry, to send the Kings to their
fourth consecutive loss.

Wizards 95,
SuperSonics78

In Washington, the Washington
Wizards finally won a home game,
openingtheirnew $200millionarena
with a victory that snapped Seattle’s
seven-game winning streak.

Juwan Howard and reserve Tracy
Murray had 18 points apiece for
‘Washington, which lost all five of its
games at the US Airways Arena this
Seasor.

It was 74-63 after the third quarter,
andthe Wizards pulledaway by open-
ing the final period with a 12-5 spree
that made it 86-68.

VinBakerled Seattle with22 points
and Detlef Schrempf had 17.

Hawks 112, Mavericks 79
In Dallas, Steve Smith scored a

season-high 28 points, 18 in the first
half, and Atlanta eased to its fourth
straight victory.

Dikembe Mutombo, Christian
Laettner and Ed Gray all added 15
points as the Hawks improved their
league-best record to 15-2 with their
largest margin of victory this season.

Michael Finley’s 18 points paced
the Mavericks, who have lost 11 of
their last 12.

Rockets 112, Nuggets 101

In Houston, Charles Barkley had
15 points, 12 assists and 11 rebounds
forthe 20th triple-double of his career
as Houston won its sixth straight.

Barkley, leading the NBA with 13
rebounds per game, was joined by
five teammates in double figures.

The Nuggets, losing for the 13th
time in 14 games and winless ineight
road contests, got 32 points from
Johnny Newman and22 from Danny
Fortson.

Suns 90, Bucks 86

In Milwaukee, Rex Chapman’s .

Jjumper with 23 seconds left and his
two free throws seconds later gave
Phoenix the victory.

George McCloud scored aseason-
high 16 points in his first start of the
season,including abig 3-pointertotie
the game at 86-86 with 57.9 seconds
left.

The Suns finished with six players
in double figures as they rebounded
froma 22—p01nt road loss to the New

DeBartolo steps down
as 49ers owner IR

SANFRANCISCO (AP)-Edward
DeBartolo Jr., whose San Francisco
49ers won five Super Bowls under
hisleadership,stepped downasowner
Tuesday after two Louisiana news-
papersreported he would be indicted
for gambling fraud.

DeBartolo said that pending the
outcome of the investigation, his sis-
ter, Marie Denise DeBartolo York,
will take over as chairman of the
49ers and Carmen Policy will con-
tinue as presidentand chiefexecutive
officer.

The newspapers reported that
DeBartoloandformerLouisianaGov.
Edwin Edwards are among at least
six people notified they soon will be
indicted by a federal investigative

“Thesechargessimplyarenottrue,”
DeBartolo said in a statement. “I

Dandan 4Ums 2Bedr00ms
1 Bath each unit

Appraised for $231,000
Priced for Quick Sale at
$150,000

Call 433-0579/0563 day;
433-3013 night or fax offer
to 4330710

look forward to the time when I
can address these issues and tell
my side of the story.”

Policy will continue to run the
49ers’ day-to-day operations and
replace DeBartolo as the team’s
representative to the National
Football League for league busi-
ness.

DeBartolosaid he also was step-
ping aside from any role in the
project to build a new stadium for
the 49ers in San Francisco.

NFL commissioner Paul
Tagliabue said the NFL had been
aware of the grand jury investiga-
tion prior to Tuesday’s announce-
ment, and that it would be “inap-
propriate to comment on the legal
proceedings involving Mr.
DeBartolo while those matters
remain subject to the judicial pro-
cess.”

*“Mr. DeBartoloand officialsof the
San Francisco 4%rs also had made
my office aware of the steps an-

nounced today with respect to the

restructuring of the club’s manage-
ment and Mr. DeBartolo’s decision
to remove himself from any role in
NFL and cluboperations pending the
resolution of the legal proceedings.”
“The steps announced today will
have no effect on the performance of
the football team, the development of
the new stadium or the quality opera-
tionsthathave characterized the 49rs
for two decades,” Tagliabue said.
He said he told the 49ers that he
approved of the moves by the
DeBartolo family and the team, and
that he had *“‘complete confidence™ in
Policy and the 49ers management.

York Knicks three days ago.

The Bucks lost to the Suns for the
14th time in their last 15 games,
including six of the last seven in
Milwaukee. A

_ Spurs 90, Knicks 84
In San Antonio, David Robinson

and Tim Duncan scored 23 points
apiecetoleadSan Antoniotoacome-
from-behind victory.

It was the sixth loss of the season
for the Knicks, who have blown
fourth-quar

ter leads in all of their defeats.

Robinson added 14 rebounds and
five blocks, and Duncan had 13 re-
bounds to go along with his career-
highinpoints. Vinny Del Negroadded
aseason-high 16 pointsforSan Anto-
nio, which won despite shooting 25-
of-45 at the free throw line.

Borussia Dortmund'’s star pla ‘gerAndreas Moller waves to hundreds of thousands of spectators, after he was

selected the Most Valuable

Toyota’s Aristo, is the prize for MVP he was presented. ap

layer in the Toyota Cup at the National Stadium in Tokyo Tuesday. The car,

GTE. ..

Continued from page 24

Game Five

AK.S. Bad Boyz dominated
the fifth game, defeating La Fa-
milia, 25-10.

In the first three innings the
BadBoyz made 14 runs as against
La Familia’s 3 runs.

Nick Guerrero of the Bad Boyz
made a grand slam with 2 RBIs
and another grand slam in the
seventh inning. Bad Boyz left
fielder Tony Dela Cruz made
two grand slams, one in the sec-
ondinning and anotherinthe third.

Shaq .

Continued from page 24

-Dr. Steve Lombardo three days

earlier that O'Neal has an ab-
dominal strain.

It was announced at that time
that O’Neal would be sidelined at
least 10 more days before being
re-evaluated. While out of action,
O’Neal has received physical
therapy treatments.

The Lakers are 8-0 withO’Neal
and 5-2 without him.

Sportsbits . . .

Continued from page 24

*Monday/Wednesday/Friday at

- 6:00 p.m. Meeting place at the

start of the Saipan Beach Path-
way (Kilili Beach).

*Tuesday/Thursday at6:00p.m.
Meeting place at the Track & Field
and at 6:30 p.m. Volleyballinside
the Gym.

*Sundays from 9-11 a.m.: Try-
out inside the gym.

Promoters. ..

Continued from page 24

throughout the country panned
the decision.

Irving Azoff and Jeff Wald,
Foreman’s promoters, urged Gov-
ernor Christine Todd Whitman
and Attorney General Peter
Vemiero along with the Casino
Control Commission and State
Athletic Control Board to investi-
gate the judges of the fight.

Azoff and Wald are involved in
the music and entertainment in-
dustry.

“We polled over 100 media
people, boxers, trainers and man-
agers who watched the fight, and
not one of them scored the fight
for Briggs,” Wald said Tuesday.
“This wasn’teven a controversial
fight. A controversial fightis when
you argue and disagree. Outside
of two judges ... there is no dis-

agreement.”

Judge Steve Weisfield scored
the fight 114-114; judge Calvin
Claxton scored it 116-112 in fa-
vorof Briggs, and judge Lawrence
Layton scored it 117-113 for
Briggs.

Judges for the fight were ap-
pointed by Larry Hazzard, who
would not accept a formal protest
or appeal of the decision, accord-
ing to Wald.

After the fight, Foreman said
he didn't hold Briggs responsible
in any way for the decision, and
wished him well.

“The young man has had a hard
life,” Foreman said.

“Herecently hislost his mother,
and was homeless at one time,”
Foreman said. “I hope he contin-
ues to live a clean life, not
drinking, using drugs or do-
ing anything to make anyone
ashamed of him. He’s a nice
young man.”

Peter . . .

Continued from page 24

Nepaial, also 68; and Gus
Camacho, 69.

Joe Demapanreceived a turkey
for being closest to the pin in hole
#1.

Jess Wabol also received a tur-
key for being closest to the pin in
hole #15.

In the par 3 hole #3 Richard

Borja came closest to the pin and
gotcash prize and a turkey. In par
3 hole #17, Tony Satur also re-
ceived cash prize and a turkey.

Other winners in their respec-
tive categories were:

*Douglas Puckett, most pars;

*Gus Camacho, most bogeys;
and

*Richard Borja, highest gross
and highest net.

Each of these category winner
received a turkey.

BETTER DRIVERS
BUCKLE UP
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GTE Pacific wins

By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
G.T.E. PACIFIC Turtles edged
the MGD Starters, 18-17, Mon-
day night at the Susupe Softball
Complex.

In the first three innings both
teams were tied. In the fourth
inning the Turtles managed to
make six runs giving them the
lead. In the fifth inning the MGD
Starters had a back to back grand
slam courtesy of first baseman Ed
Cepeda and Pitcher Joe Saures.

The Turtles managed to score
six runs in the fifth inning, fol-
lowed by six more runs, making
their score 15 againstthe Starters
10.

In the sixth inning both teams
were tied again, 15-15, but in the
lastinning the MGD Starters were
only allowed to score two runs.

In the bottom of the seventh

inning the Turtlesneeded tworuns
for a tie and three runs to win.
And score 3 runs they did, cour-
tesy of June Lizama, Ross
Manglona and Donald
Pangelinan, who pinch hit for
Lucian George.

Game Two

Northwest defeated the Che'lus,
26-20, in the first inning. At the
outset Northwest served waming
on the Che’lus that they would
dominate the game as they made
13 runs.

Both Anton Iriarte and Tony
Luzama made a grand slam
homerun in the fourth inning.

Game Three

The third game was shut off
because of the 10-run rule in ef-
fect. The Lite Beer Hil & Run
defeated the Camacho Roots, 18-
18,

Klrk Vlrglth batted a tnple ad-
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i Promoters urge probe of |
Foreman-Briggs decision |

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) - George Foreman’s promoters
senta letter of protest to the governor and attorney general of New

vancing David Olopai to home.
Fourth inning Pitcher Bart Jack-

.son madc a grand slam making a

2-run homer.

Game Four

Pepsi Spec defeated I Luv U
Man, 18-12.

In the first inning Spec did not
make, I Luv UMan scored 3 runs.

Pepsi Spec scored 10 runs inin
the fourth inning. It also had five
grand slams courtesy of Sherman
Ngiraidong, Noel Ignacio, Poland
Yamada, Nick Koshiro, and Riang
Yoshino.

Continued on page 23

+Sportshits

Women’s Basketball

Try-Outs Scheduled
CALLING all women who are
interested in participating in the
Upcoming Micronesian Games
that there is a try-out scheduled
for his Saturday, December 6,
1997, 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the Gil-

“bert C. Ada Gymnasium.

Attendance is mandatory and
will be monitored.

- For more information pleaSe
contact Jovie Omar or Elias
. Rangamar 234-1001/1002.

kkk

i Jersey on Tuesday concerning Foreman's unpopular loss to
¥ Shannon Briggs on Nov. 22.

7 Foreman, 48, announced he was retiring after losing the 12-
@ round decision, thus ending a professmnal career that began in

New York Knicks’ Allan Houston (20) tries to drive around San Antonio
Spurs’ David Robinson (50) as Knicks’ Buck Williams (52) moves in
from behind to assist during first half action Tuesday at the Alamodome

K 1969.
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Foreman, who has a 76-5 record with 68 knockouts, won the
undisputed heavyweight championship in 1973, and won the
WBA and IBE portions of the division 21 years later.

The majority decision awarded the 25-year-old Briggs was
extremely unpopular. The 5,220 at the Trump Taj Mahal arenain
i Atlantic City, New Jersey, let loose with thunderous jeers it was

The AP had Foreman winning 116-112, and boxing journalists
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Continued on page 23

Volleyball Training

All Volleyball players and in-
terested individuals who are in-
terested in making the All Star
Team for the Micronesian Games
are urged to come to the work-out
session. Attendance is mandatory
and will be monitored.

Scheduled for the sessions ar as
follow:

redo R/vera /n Atlantlc C/ty, N J

@/Iartanas %rwtrm

Micronesia’s Leading Newspaper Since: 1972
P.0. Box 231 Saipan, MP 96950 « Tel. (670) 234-6341 o 7576 « 9797

AP

Fax: (670) 234-927 1

Boxmg Iegend Muhammad AI/ right, clowns with unsuspect/ng welteme/ght boxmg champ/on Oscar De La
)/a during their visit Tuesday in New York. De La Hoya is in New York to promote his Dec. 6th fight against

in San Antonio, Texas. Ap-

Shaq expected to be
out for more games

INGLEWOOD, California
(AP) - Shaquille O’Neal will
miss more games with the Los

since the start of training camp
two months ago.

Allindications are thatO’Neal
won’t return until Dec. 14 at the
earliest. On that night, the Lak-
ers start a string of six games in
nine days in six different cities.

Team spokesman John Black
said Tuesday that O'Neal would
be re-evaluated either Thursday
or Friday.

“Officially, we’re not going
to say anything until he sees the
doctor,” Black said.

OnMonday, Lakers coach Del
Harris said O’Neal definitely

By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
ED “Fast” Peter won the Decem-
ber Ace with a net score of 67
during the Refalawasch Golfers
Association’s 2 in 1 golf tourna-
ment held Nov, 23 and 30 at the
Marianas Country Club.

wouldn’t play against San An-
tonio on Friday night but he
hoped to have O’Neal back by

T e e e D S L TR e Ty T T R Continued on page 23 Angeles Lakers than originally  ‘Dec. 14.
' expected because of the abdomi- If that’s the case, O’Neal will
nal strain thathashamperedhim  miss six more games for a total

of 11 since playinhg in his last
game againstMinnesotaon Nov.
19.

The injury caused O’Neal to
miss the season-opener, and he
re-aggravated itearly inthe game
against the Timberwolves. He
came back to score 26 points
and grab 12 rebounds after leav-
ing the game for treatment, but
hasn’t played since.

O’Neal was examined by Dr.
Miguel Velez, an abdominal spe-
cialist, on Nov. 24, and Velez
confirmed the diagnosis of team

Continued on page 23

The tournament winner, how-
ever, was Ed Flores, who had a
netscore of 64, As past winner, he
was not eligible to be the Ace
winner.

The other high placers were
Tony Satur, with 68; Andy

Continued on page 23




