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DANIEL K. INOUYE
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APPROPRIATIONS 
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COMMERCE 
Subcommittee on SurfaceTransportation and 

Merchant Marine—Ranking Member

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

United States Senate
SUITE 72?, HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1102 
(202)224-3934 

FAX (202) 224-6747

December 21,2005

PRINCE KUHIO FEDERAL BUILDING 
ROOM 7-212, 300 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD 

HONOLULU, HI 96850-4975 
(808) 541-2542 

FAX (808) 541-2549

101 AUPUNI STREET, NO. 205 
HILO, HI 96720 
(808)935-0844 

FAX (808) 961-5163

The Honorable Carl Levin
Suite 269, Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1102
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A wealth of documents housed in the Nation 
program of interning Japanese Latin Ameri
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.



DANIEL K. INOUYE
HAWAII

APPROPRIATIONS 
Subcommittee on Defense—Ranking Member United States Senate PRINCE KUHIO FEDERAL BUILDING 

ROOM 7-212, 300 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD 
HONOLULU, HI 96850-4975 

(808)541-2542  
FAX (808) 541-2549

COMMERCE SUITE 722, HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1102 

(202)224-3934 
FAX (202)224-6747

Subcommittee on SurfaceTransportation and 
Merchant Marine—Ranking Member

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 101 AUPUNI STREET, NO. 205 
HILO, HI 96720 
(808) 935-0844 

FAX (808) 961-5163
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The Honorable Carl Levin
Suite 269, Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1102

Dear Carl:

Largely due in thanks to your co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians Act (Public Law 96-317) in 1980, a fact­
finding Commission was created to examine the circumstances involving more than 
100,000 Americans of Japanese descent who were interned during World War II 
under Executive Order 9066. The Commission uncovered critical facts that enabled 
Congress to support, and President Ronald Regan to sign, the historic Civil 
Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383) that provided redress for Japanese 
Americans.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report.

The Commission in 1982 reported to Congress that during World War II, the 
United States government worked with Latin American governments to take into 
custody and intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese 
descent. Men, women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin 
America, stripped of their passports, and held in American internment camps.
Many civilians were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of 
war. Despite their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included 
under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been 
executed outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission to determine facts surrounding the relocation, internment, and 
deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that examining the 
extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in the United 
States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions to detain 
and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider becoming an 
original co-sponsor of this Act. Should you or your staff have any questions, please 
contact my staff, Van Luong, at 4-3934.

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator
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The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Suite 433, Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-1102

Dear Patrick:

Largely due in thanks to your co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians Act (Public Law 96-317) in 1980, a fact­
finding Commission was created to examine the circumstances involving more than 
100,000 Americans of Japanese descent who were interned during World War II 
under Executive Order 9066. The Commission uncovered critical facts that enabled 
Congress to support, and President Ronald Regan to sign, the historic Civil 
Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383) that provided redress for Japanese 
Americans.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report.

The Commission in 1982 reported to Congress that during World War II, the 
United States government worked with Latin American governments to take into 
custody and intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese 
descent. Men, women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin 
America, stripped of their passports, and held in American internment camps.
Many civilians were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of 
war. Despite their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included 
under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been 
executed outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission to determine facts surrounding the relocation, internment, and 
deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that examining the 
extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in the United 
States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions to detain 
and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider becoming an 
original co-sponsor of this Act. Should you or your staff have any questions, please 
contact my staff, Van Luong, at 4-3934.

A

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator
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The Honorable Ted Stevens
Suite 522, Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1102

Dear Ted:

Largely due in thanks to your co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians Act (Public Law 96-317) in 1980, a fact­
finding Commission was created to examine the circumstances involving more than 
100,000 Americans of Japanese descent who were interned during World War II 
under Executive Order 9066. The Commission uncovered critical facts that enabled 
Congress to support, and President Ronald Regan to sign, the historic Civil 
Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383) that provided redress for Japanese 
Americans.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report.

The Commission in 1982 reported to Congress that during World War II, the 
United States government worked with Latin American governments to take into 
custody and intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese 
descent. Men, women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin 
America, stripped of their passports, and held in American internment camps.
Many civilians were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of 
war. Despite their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included 
under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been 
executed outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission to determine facts surrounding the relocation, internment, and 
deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that examining the 
extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in the United 
States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions to detain 
and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider becoming an 
original co-sponsor of this Act. Should you or your staff have any questions, please 
contact my staff, Van Luong, at 4-3934.

Aloha

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator
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The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch 
Suite 104, Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-1102

Dear Orrin:

Largely due in thanks to your co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians Act (Public Law 96-317) in 1980, a fact­
finding Commission was created to examine the circumstances involving more than 
100,000 Americans of Japanese descent who were interned during World War II 
under Executive Order 9066. The Commission uncovered critical facts that enabled 
Congress to support, and President Ronald Regan to sign, the historic Civil 
Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383) that provided redress for Japanese 
Americans.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report.

The Commission in 1982 reported to Congress that during World War II, the 
United States government worked with Latin American governments to take into 
custody and intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese 
descent. Men, women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin 
America, stripped of their passports, and held in American internment camps.
Many civilians were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of 
war. Despite their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included 
under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been 
executed outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission to determine facts surrounding the relocation, internment, and 
deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that examining the 
extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in the United 
States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions to detain 
and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider becoming an 
original co-sponsor of this Act. Should you or your staff have any questions, please 
contact my staff, Van Luong, at 4-3934.

Aloha

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator
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COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION December 21, 2005

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch 
Suite 104, Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-1102

Dear Orrin:

Largely due in thanks to your co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians Act (Public Law 96-317) in 1980, a fact­
finding Commission was created to examine the circumstances involving more than 
100,000 Americans of Japanese descent who were interned during World War II 
under Executive Order 9066. The Commission uncovered critical facts that enabled 
Congress to support, and President Ronald Regan to sign, the historic Civil 
Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383) that provided redress for Japanese 
Americans.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report.

The Commission in 1982 reported to Congress that during World War II, the 
United States government worked with Latin American governments to take into 
custody and intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese 
descent. Men, women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin 
America, stripped of their passports, and held in American internment camps.
Many civilians were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of 
war. Despite their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included 
under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been 
executed outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission to determine facts surrounding the relocation, internment, and 
deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that examining the 
extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in the United 
States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions to detain 
and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. 1 hope that you will consider becoming an 
original co-sponsor of this Act. Should you or your staff have any questions, please 
contact my staff, Van Luong, at 4-3934.

Aloha

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator
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The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Suite 433, Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-1102

Dear Patrick:

Largely due in thanks to your co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians Act (Public Law 96-317) in 1980, a fact­
finding Commission was created to examine the circumstances involving more than 
100,000 Americans of Japanese descent who were interned during World War II 
under Executive Order 9066. The Commission uncovered critical facts that enabled 
Congress to support, and President Ronald Regan to sign, the historic Civil 
Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383) that provided redress for Japanese 
Americans.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report.

The Commission in 1982 reported to Congress that during World War II, the 
United States government worked with Latin American governments to take into 
custody and intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese 
descent. Men, women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin 
America, stripped of their passports, and held in American internment camps.
Many civilians were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of 
war. Despite their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included 
under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been 
executed outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission to determine facts surrounding the relocation, internment, and 
deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that examining the 
extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in the United 
States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions to detain 
and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider becoming an 
original co-sponsor of this Act. Should you or your staff have any questions, please 
contact my staff, Van Luong, at 4-3934.
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DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator
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Dear Colleague:
On February 16,2006,1 introduced S.2296, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act to commemorate 
President Roosevelt’s signing of Executive Order 9066, a document that authorized 
the internment of about 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry. The story about U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission authorized by 
Congress in 1980. The Commission uncovered critical facts that enabled Congress 
to support, and President Ronald Regan to sign, the historic Civil Liberties Act of 
1988 (Public Law 100-383) which provided redress for Japanese Americans. A 
story far less known and, indeed, one unknown to me initially, is the story of Latin 
Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, stripped 
of their passport, brought to the United States, and interned in American camps.
During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report.
The Commission in 1982 reported to Congress that during World War II, the 
United States government worked with Latin American governments to take into 
custody and intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese 
descent. Men, women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin 
America, stripped of their passports, and held in American internment camps.
Many civilians were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of 
war. Despite their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included 
under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been 
executed outside of Executive Order 9066.
A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission to determine facts surrounding the relocation, internment, and 
deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that examining the 
extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in the United 
States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions to detain 
and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider becoming an 
co-sponsor of this Act. Should you or your staff have any questions, please contact 
my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.

United States S nator
DKI-.vl
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night on the basis of inf creation that they would find the ids sing Japanese 
military Attach^* id information of the results o f this search hac bean re­
ceived due to lack of dir sat comuoicfttion* The local prisons are bulging -with 
Axis nationals and parsons suspected of Axis connections as & result of fre­
quent arrests* A career employee of the German Consul in Santos is alsc vmiem 
arrest because of implication in the escape of the 'dI?<DHUK sailors {Sea Kef« {a}), 
Substantial information leading to the belief in the existence of Japanese 
organisations for other than economic or social purposes bes been gainsd by r.u- 
Dterous raids on Jap an© os residences. A brother of an imperial councilor and a 
Japanese nobleman holding a military commission are among those held* deeaure 
o? a shortage of interpreters, investigations in the Japanese sector are pro­
ceeding 0 lowly*

P ia n s a r e  b e in g  d ev elo p ed  f o r  th e  la r g e  s c a le  movement o f  JapengsD n a t io n a ls  

from  s t r a t e g i c  and v u ln e r a b le  a r e a s  t o  t h e  in t e r i o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  and t h e  c a n c e l l a ­

t i o n  o f  d r a s i l i a n  n a t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h o s e  J a p an ese by b ir t h  engaged i n  t h e  f i s h i n g  
iiid u str y o  A f ir m e r  a t t i t u d e  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  S o rer  nment w i l l  be n e c e s ­
s a r y  f o r  t h e  a d o p tio n  o f  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s *

She e l im in a t io n  o f  d o u b tfu l p e r s o n n e l and r e p la c in g  r e l i a b l e  p e r s o n n e l -end 
com p eten t d e la g a d o s  a t  a l l  im p o rta n t p o in t s  c o n tin u e s  in. t h e  r e o r g e n i r s i i o n  o f  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p o l i c e  a lth o u g h  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  tem p erin g  t h i s  program.,

Vsith th e  a d o p tio n  by t h e  r e g io n a l  coiasiaad o f  a more e n e r g e t ic  and co o p era ­
t i v e  a t t i t u d e ,  f r i c t i o n  b etw een  p o l i t i c a l  p o l i c e  and r e g io n a l  coiirae.td. >ms b een  

reduoedo

Distribution By Originator----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Routing » « •  balaw for u»o in O. N. I. Draw circle around unit or units (as shown on the distribution block below) to which this particular copy of this report 
has been routed for Information, for further routine, or for retention. Indloate by check W )  on this copy the complete distribution of other copies of this report. To 
show routine not provided for on this form, use blank boxes.

0 , - 1 « Op.-l«-l
A-B-C-D-E-F-X

F -l, F-2, F-J, F-4.F-S, F -t, F-7, F-«, F-*, F -l* , F - ll , B-J, B-4, B-S, B-*. B-7, W

Meoa—
gra^b Archiraa Budget Gan’L

Beard

Sac. Nar. 
Off. 

Inxnta.

War 
-j Callage

M. I. D. H .O . . Nar. OrA T .B D . Ship* S. It A. M. AS. A era. U. S. M. C. C. in C.
u .s .

CinC
Lant.

O. in a
Pac.

C b C
A F .

Attache at

0 ,.-I * /U Op.-U Op.-lJ 0 , - 1 4 Op.-29 0 * - U Op.-22 Oja-23 0,,-JO 0 , - 1 * Cam. 
Bat. Far.

Cam. 
Sco. Far.

F.A .T.U . State
Cam-
marce

Maritime
Cam.

Oril
Aar*
Auth.

F. B. I. N. R- L. ^■"W yfihrnAhct 

------ -wflfca

o n  of 

m k o ti

tp is  m  

x d e x c

in any
? p f T v 1;t> etifk r

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OTI

-tQNFTO.rA
Tipprdvffibf th /S ea x ta ry o f the Navy



R EPR O U A >ĪD  AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

j _ DECLASSIFIED 

« AuiheritjX/ 9 ) d / Y Q  
?^ / NARA D a t e / P  ~9~Q\ [l C3--421 v?arch 1 1 , 1943

\

   r
l& jo r  F ran ce I s  e x e r c is in g  t h e  f u n c t io n  o f  s e c r e ta r y  due t o  th o  s e r i o a s  i i l n e e e  o f  ffc g u o ira 0

C O W T O t
C O O R D IN A T O R  Q F  IN F O R M A T IO N

. . 117.74

Fors?araed*

&  I!<k*c,
#<> L «  K x l c o x n ,  

d i r e c t i c a .

'•-N

j f

T * L .  RlDCfE v'

let. Liente# Ih ii. i i .Z .
A s s t .  lfe T B .1  A t t s L O h e

Original r i&  clre 
Copies via se&*



D E PA R T M E N T  O F  S T A T E "

DfVlSK)H.^F THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS'

April 9, 194£

MEASURES WHICH pA?U MIGHT TAKE TO IMPROVE ITS COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES

With reference to the measures of cooperation whichf 
this Government is prepared to extend to Peru, the 
following are points of assistance which Peru might make 
in return:

1. Settlement of foreign debts owned in the Uhlted 
States* No serious attempt has been made to make any' 
payments on the debt owed to American nationals* While .1 
it is asserted that the financial position of Peru would 
not allow any such payments, it la, at the seme tine,^^ec 
true that regular payments are mad* on the sterling debt.ee 
The American loans were, for the most part, put to.gggd*:■ jjg 
duotlve use and the Peruvian people are still enjoyinfe^thl^ 
benefits therefrom. It would seem that the Uhited 

\should receive first consideration in any debt settlement^'
2* There are several claims outstanding onbehsir<ojkr 

American cltisens some of which are old. Vo ihtereAt-̂hail: 
ever been shown by the Peruvian Government indoing
thing about these claims * On the "Contrary, vtiWrGoti^nesn#

■ •   . \
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paid off Japanese claims *»«'»*»*»1 y -ith rmeilng
and almost no complaint about the sums involved.
example of chary treatment of United Stated ihteree
was the settlement with United Aircraft . a^tir^::SSS^^^^^B
argument and at a fraction of the ovi
Caproni interests were paid off in full and expedi11 e4e£%f

3. Economic controls. To-date the control^of%a^ip    __ . &&SWē Ēē$ē&funds has been very slip-shod. The same has b e o n . 

on other economic measures against the Axis. Mr* Daseo
asserts that he hae a good control me a sure prepared. -1^1

■ > c "' ' t r i g i g

so, that should relieve that situation. '
4. Subversive activities. While Peruvian oeopepdti^r^ 

in this respect has been better than in some other - 3 S  
countries, it stili leaves a good deal to be desired; ’■ t ? >

' ! ' r. • ; •••“ ‘I', •r::
• '  •' . .  . . .  ■The Government has been-most unwilling _to ̂ coopdJ^p^iliJI^S

the expulsion of dangerous Axis non-offioials ‘-and̂ mhî i|̂ ;-̂
• • ' - j ̂it apparently has finally agreed to expel some, 

will be a good many who will be left
Censorship has been most inadequate, -̂ î aw -meoths: ̂: 

-t dgo the de^inite^ pro-American
and he was replaced by a friend of a Foreign Of flee fifi 
who has strong Nazi sympathies. Under the tuteifi^?jjf e ^ ^  
this individual censorship operates prinoipaJly.(A i ® ^ ^ ^ ^ S  
of the Axis. Much the same type-of lax c e n s « ^ ^ ^ B ^ ^ ^
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services. The same type of oensoreliip prevails wii&ī 
regard to propaganda where the control- i« mildly 

^unsatisfactory. : -■: — ---
One serious leak which may be Irremediable ii 

through the Falange. A strong conservative Catholic r 
bloc Is very friendly with the Franco partisans, and 
there seems to be no doubt that this channel is being 
used by the Axis .not only for espionage purposes but 
also for propaganda^/The difficulty here is that - 
Franco sympathizers are found in the most important ~ 
positions in the government. Their elimination would 
require a rather drastic check-up. -___

v  *

The most serious situation concerns the Japanese. 
There are perhaps 30,000 of them in Peru vell-plaeed and 

— concentrated.— Perhaps 5 to 10,000 of them are under 
military discipline and are armed. The Peruvian Govern­
ment is seriously concerned over this situation and 
Peruvians in general bear no love for the Japanese, but 
so far as I know action has never passed the querulous 
stage. It seems to me that above all else some very 
definite assurances should be obtained that drastic and 
restrictive measures will be taken-in the immediate 
future -to-control the very dangerous potentialities of ...

- this - concentration  _____________  _ ~ ̂ 7 ^ 7.
5. Military
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/  5. Military cooperation. The Peruvian Goverm»edii5
has expressed so far willingness to cooperate in the 
defense of its coast within the limits of its'abllA^ypf 
A few reports are seen around here about the effeot|l|^ 
ness of this control, but there are reports which 
indicate that supervision, particularly in the Talara 
oil fields area, leaves a good deal toJbe desired. r

6. One of the most dangerous situations In Peru ’ v:'7|p 
exists in the Foreign Office where a definitely pro- 
Axie hierarchy has itself well entrenched. The 
Foreign Minister himself is not above suspicion, but ' J 
regardless of his real sentiments, his dilatory tāōtie^Vj;: 
hate played into the hands of the Axis. Report a^er7 
report from Lima mentions the slowing down 
on the part of Peru due to the quibbling and back-t 
of Foreign Office officials. This condition is:too~r -
general to be mere coincidence or bureaucratic ihef^Sc^Si

- : - 7 . ;
ciency. Mr. Norweb himself has stated;
Sknaws what the Foreign Minister1 s last word will



-COPT

ESTRICTAMBXTK COKPIDffliCIAL

WHEREAS: At the eighth In tern a tion a l-Coaferenoe--ēf--_;

American States held at Lima in  December 1956» the <H>verh- 

ments o f  the American States reaffirm ed in  the Declaration 

o f Lima th e ir  continental s o lid a r ity , and th e ir  purpose — 

to co llabora te  in  th i maintenance o f the p r in c ip les  upon 

which th is  s o lid a r ity  is  based, and to  defend th e ir  

absolute sovereign ty against a l l  fo re ign  in terven tion  

or a c t iv i t y ;

WHEREAS; The Second Meeting o f M in isters o f  Foreign 

A ffa ir s  o f  the American Republics, which was held at 

Habena in  July 1940, in  accordance w ith agreeawnts approved 

at previous Inter-American Conferences, including the
'4

Declaration o f  Lima, adopted a Resolution known as Reaoln-J
(

tlon  XV, which declares: , s% f
  "That any a tt empt  on the part o f  a non-American

State against the in te g r ity  or in v io la b i l i t y  o f  the 
t e r r i t o r y ,  the sovereignty or the p o l i t ic a l  independ­
ence o f  an American State shall be considered as an 
act o f  aggression against the States which sign th is  
d ecla ra tion .

"In  case acts o f aggression are couaitted or 
should there be reason to  be lieve  that an act o f 
Aggression ie  being prepared by a non-American nation 
against the in te g r ity  or in v io la b i l i t y  o f the t e r r i ­
to ry , the sovereignty or the p o l i t ic a l  independence 
o f  ah American nation , the nations signatory" to  the 
present declaration  w i l l  oonsult among themselves in
order to agree upon the measures i t  may be advisable
to  take,

 ........... ................: _ _ C

"A l l  the signatory nations, or two or more o f *
them, according to circumstances, sh a ll proceed to - - ^ 
n egotia te  the necessary complementary agreement a so *“ 
as to  organise cooperation Jfor defense and the ^
assistance that they shall lend each other in  the >  
event o f  aggressions such as those re fe r red  to lh - - v 
th is  d ec la re tlo n ." ;

WHEREAS: The TJhlted States o f America and the Repub-

l i e  o f  Peru, rea ffirm ing th e ir  fa ith  in  the foregoing v| 

'p r in c ip le s , re cogni se the no oe a s i t y o f  reachlng-sn agreo,?/^ 

hen t, r egarding cooperative measures fo r  Hemisphere dSfehile;

in  th e ir  respective  -1err»itar*im■ -and_t*rrt to g $ li :
 ;  __________

agree upon the fo llow in g : ^  ~  ^
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ARTICLE I

The Government o f  the United S ta tes-o f-A^rioa-an derr 

the Government o f the R ep u b lic o f P e ru a g re e th a t  e ith e r  

country may undertake, In accordance w ith  such plan* aa 

may be agreed upon between th e ir  a p p ro p r ia tem illta ry  and 

naval au th or itie s , operations on or over-the-lands and _ 

in  or over the t e r r i t o r ia l  waters o f  the other country _ 

fo r  the purpose o f Hemisphere defense, and to  that end 

may do w ith  the cooperation o f the other Government any 

and a l l  th ings necessary to  carry out and to  maintain 

such operations*

They furthermore agree that i f  fo r  purposes o f  Head.- -: 

sphere defense e ith er Government should-request the 

cooperation o f  the other Government f o r  defense against 

non-American aggression, the Government whose assistance 

has been requested w i l l  oome to  the a id  o f the other
• . .V -  • * • '.I.-*. •

Government in  every p racticab le  way* ' v

ARTICLE I I ______________....___ .

* • Any defense in s ta lla t io n s  which may be amde by|eithīi»|
.

-- ' ' ~ . * • -  - 1-=—-- • •■'.! F -g i

- Government under A r t ic le  I  shall, be fo r . the Joint u s e j- o f^  

the contracting  ̂ parties on _a fu lly - coopera f ^ ^ ^lAj^.:,.

, ARTICLE I I I

A r t ic le s  o f70yerynieaCrlptlon^Uiported7ln toJbb^^;|^^| 

TIn ited States o f America or the Republic o f  Peru f o r ^ ^ ^ g

subject to^ t^6 ̂  ^



ARTICLE V

 7V” C<Mmrssldn-comp0sed -o f M ilitary# Maval and. A ir

representatives o f ’ the two Goveraeehts m ill meet In-LiUm 

as soon as practicable# fo r the pmyoaa o f «aking Com­

bined Plans fo ^ a i l i t a r y  <^paratlon«~ — ^  ... —

ARTICLE 71

A permanent cocanlsalon composed o f  M illts fr^ , Maval 

and A ir  rep resen tatives o f  the two Gorernment a w i l l  be 

organised in  Lima fo r  the purpose o f  co llaboration  in  the 

planning and execution o f  such operations as may be 

necessary to make e f fe c t iv e  the Combined Plans agreed 

upon. The United S tates representatives o f  th is  Commis­

sion may be the Chiefs o f  the M ilitary# Maval or A ir  

Missions serving in  Peru, or special representatives 

designated fo r  th is  purpose. This Coonxisslon w i l l  be 

assisted  by the personnel composing M ilitary#  Maval or 

A ir  missions serving in  Peru without prejudice to  e x is t in g  

contracts.

ARTICLE V II

 This Agreement# which shall be in  fo rce  from the day

o f  signature# shall continue in  e f fe c t  fo r  the period, o f ..... 

the present emergency and may continue thereafter#  l f ,  ln  

the opinion o f  the two Governments# there s t i l l . e x is t s  

danger o f aggrossion by a non-American power against an 

—American power._________

_ v m ~

The two Governments w i l l  maintain th is  Agreement 

con fid en tia l u n til such time as they agred that I t  sh a ll ~ 

be made p u b lic ._________ - .. .. gg|

~r lW w±mgsa—wjumEOF # the undersigned,. duly au th orised^
— ------ — —- -  ;. - ~  ~

fo r  the purpose# have' signed and sealed t M i  ftgr||gpiVr j| »«^

duplicate ,~ in -th eB n g liah  and Spanish language a # a t 

Washington .—. . . . . . . . . . . . .



NOTE "

SUBJECT Spaeoh delivered by H«ya de la Torre* ___ ■ ' V_

Tranmits a translation of hsad of-the jŷ -̂ srty/ - 
in Peru, to a ssorst session of the direotors 

. ths. Party la Lina on July *8, 1942*__ 1 I ‘ o

For the original paper from which reference is taken I

See  s SS jK -, 3 —  ■ —

••'..■V-' ■ .• V . >• . • '  ■ '?;7^
7-- 'v*'r4|s
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S e r v ic e s  o f  S u p p l y  R E C E IV E D

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERALr  t  PA r\ ĪMEHT OF STATE  
W A S H IN G T O N

WAR DEPARTMENT

November 25, 1942
m2 N0V 2 7 9  5|

A .>
^VISION OF

smmicAmHs _
S awh Efiftftas

Special Division,
Department of State, 

Washington, D, C,

Dear Sirs?

ncii
/O'

. 0 »  _

'  i NOV 30 1942

!?£f*RTM£NT Of S!>tTEI

fhe Provost Marshal General has directed me to 
reply farther to year communication dated October 12, 1942,
SD 740,00115, Pacific War/lG04, inclosing a copy of memo- 
random No, 438 dated October 1, 1942, from the Spanish SabassyA 
concerning, a protest made by the Japanese Government about^ 
treatment reputedly received by Japanese Nationals apprehended 
in the Bepdblie of Panama and transferred to the United 'States,

/4
Attached hereto for your information is^Abopy of an 

indorsement dated November 18, 1942, by the Commanding General, 
Caribbean Defense Command, Canal Zone, concerning the matters 
contained in the memorandum of the Spanish Sabassy.

Tours very truly,

C2  On *

Incl,
Cy. Ind., 11-18-42

B, M, Bryan^ 
Colonel, P. A., 

Director, Aliens Division,

E& 
2 61943
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—X t r ' f r  \VD O ffice o f the Provost Marshal General, Washn., October 16, 
1942, subjects Treatment o f Japanese Nationals Transferred to the 
United States,

AG 383.7-1 1st Ind.

HEADQUARTERS PANAMA CANAL DEPARMENT, Quarry Heights, C. Z ., 18 November 1942. 
TQj Provost Marshal General, Aliens D ivision, War Department, Washington, D. C. 
THRU: Commanding General, Caribbean Defense Command, Quarry Heights, . C. Z.

1. The follow ing information is  submitted regarding the treatment re­
ceived by Japanese Nationals from, the Republic o f Panama during the time they 
were in  the custody o f the United States Government;. ’

On December 8, 1941, Japanese Nationals were placed in  the 
Canal Zone Internment Camp which was located in the Quarantine 
Area o f Balboa, Canal Zone, The compound in  which the intern­
ees were detained was inclosed by a wire fence some eight ($ ) -
fee t in  height and was topped by an eighteen (18) inch barbed 
wire apron. The Internees were quartered in  the standard United 
States Army pyramidal type tent which was provided with a wooden 
floorin g . Army Engineers constructed the section o f flooring  
fo r  the tents. These Engineers performed the greatest part o f the 
work with the Japanese assisting by carrying lumber. and other ma­
te r ia ls  used in  the construction, The mark performed by the Japan­
es e was not compulsory and was done in  a cheerful and c ©operative 
manner. '' •' , - < • in . .. •

At no time was any sort o f punishment meted put io  the Japan­
ese Nationals as no occasion arose t© warrant any d iscip linary 
action. \ * ', '1  .4 ; ; . ,

The sanitary conditions were subject to r ig id  da ily  inspec­
tion  by the Camp Commander, the Department .Provost Marshal, the 
Department Health O fficer, and the Department Surgeon.

Latrine fa c i l i t ie s  were provided o f the standard Army type 
p it la tr in es . At the time that Japanese internees were placed 
in  the Camp, p it  latrines and temporary shower bath fa c i l i t ie s  
fo r sales were available. The la t te r  consisted o f duck board 
platforms, overhead shower heads, a l l  inclosed by a la tr in e  

* screen. By December 16, 1941> temporary wooden buildings with 
sewerage fa c i l i t ie s  were provided for both latrines and showers.

Every care was taken to prevent spread of disease and incon­
veniences o f the internees and there were no cases o f sickness 
resulting from unsanitary conditions.

In the Japanese compound there was set up a standard United

-  1 -



BASICj Ltr f r  WD Office of the Provost Marshal General, Washn . z

uIitedSStat°sJ TreatJsent of Nationals Transferred to the

AG 383.7-1 l » t  Ind. (Cont'd)

When internees were admitted to the internment camp 
they were each given a physical examination comparable to 
that given to applicants fo r  enlistment in  the United States 
Army. From the f i r s t  day the camp was in  operation there 
was a da ily  sick c a ll held fo r  each nationality so that any 
person could attend merely by coming to the O ffice  o f the 
Camp SurgeOn at the specified  Hours i 156 permanent record 
was kept o f the sick c a ll .

From the records in this o f f ic e  and from interviews 
with o ffic e rs  in  charge o f the Canal Zone Internment Camp 
i t  can d e fin ite ly  be stated that there were no «serious 
deed" as alleged by tike Japanese iiq>eri*lGovernment, and . 
that treatment accorded th e ir nationals during th e ir period 
o f internment in  the ^anal Zone Internment Camp was s tr ic t ­
ly  according to the Rules o f land Harfare, and the Geneva 
Convention o f July 27, 1929, re la tive  to  the treatment of 
prisoners of war and c iv ilia n  internees.

2. In conclusion i t  has d e fin ite ly  been determined that a l l  enemy 
aliens interned at the Canal Zone Internment Gamp were treated with great 
care and kindness, and at no time was any suffering or hardship endured by 
any internee.

For the Commanding General: -

/s/ hugh j .  m m m , ;
Lieut, Colonel, A.G.D., 

Asst. Adjutant General.
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v o ro  «piortgrod la t&g gtaada*''! 3*11*4 5t&t«« Anqr 

tjrp# taut «fetch «mi pverl&gd with *  wmnSmki flooring* Amy 

«astew»** •mmt*«oto4 Ui« Motion of flooring ffer tfe* t « U «  

ffeggo tm twiir»  pggfMiid tag grmi ggt jw H  #r M i «m u  

Tfeg Jgpmggg# Iw m w * wmm o f »M W m e»  la  o*jny*»€  Inn* 

few «M  oM p m to x io X * «fetch « • »  ug#4 la M i m t M ia w  

ffeg ««rfe «orfgtnod hr % t* # *m m m  m s  ««% n m p a lm n  Mat . 

wgg figfTt is  i iiiT»imTii1 gad aoom iivt ncaaor* i i  tt*a 

« « «  « I  gort o f pmUtomnt m loā got to tag no*

tl onolg ftlggg a » aoocilan oxomo to a m s i  « o  H a H it t a y  

notion*

Sfeg «wiltMy ooaditiogg «goo subject to rig id  dour 

laspgattoa* tyr tfeg C«agP tonaoadgr* tho 9*partaat h w o ii  

XaNM l 0#a«r*l, tfeg 3gpgrt«*ttt o f HOaXth Officer* gad tag 

£g|*&rtn«riit Sopggofu

Ig&jftft* fgoiXltlg* « « » o pro*id*ti o f too ctoadord 

Arop too# pit lat*Xsso«* ot M i tt*g tag dopmsm istommom 

«g r« pXeoed la tag Oaap» p it l&irines gad t«*pors«P3f 

feata fo e illtie * for n*X«« wort araiU b l*. Ha lotto? « 00»
» > o

«X#i*4 o f duet feoord pXatfamo* O o o r  hood*, «XX

of «hi©**

*  0  •



of wfcifth worm lt*elo6®d 1agr n Imtrinm On o r

&®9«MSa«r U |  1£41 t*«p®r*u*y w»*g«st tonlidlag» wits* 

f i i « U iU * f  warm pm r% M  tor both la tr la® * aa& «tiowir** 

Sln3« w ip y  ear® «a® t ®k®n to  prevent the «pr«*& ®#

<1 1  ataa® m a %fa® ineaaweŵ UMieMHi a# tia® tifrt wrTiiiii^ thor® 

m m  m  m m * o f  «date*mm Cmm wnoaftttary «a i^ *

' la the S tip ****** riiaiifHiTifl there w&a a®t up a «taafiarti - 

Halted state® Arogr fiatt fcttehen whSeh «a® operated tar 

p#r®6iiti®l froa the Haiti*! ' tftatti jam#  under ^  rigid 

tm^mewSMim o f  m  ©ffiaer o f  th® Aray. *» far &# «a&V 

tar^ aoaftitlott* war# «oM«mei th* field H ttta  «©«farmed 

w  tcs® ®ta»narta® or t«® iiaztea stew® JisiQr* tm®

&®®& «a® «©apXetaljr m& In op*m %Xm + tfe* Mar ■

®®rs tar Jdtarawri ani&®®a&®' «be tea «©I» .

afttamd ffcr tht® worfe* HU.® auetl®» «a®. tafcat In. order 

that loofi, «tool* -«a® ia*f«*rwd ta m  the a p l i l n  at 

an M r  would b® tar «a praotioata®

In  aaoordane® w ith  Jap®»®#® %dm%m m& standara®* .

ft*

«  I  *
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ffco 3*s*o«tigotl«ft ho# fterth*r mrooXod tfcot tfe* 

roopoaolhiXitgr ffcr tb» poopootr of «»#«? alien* i*t tho 

Republic of Fanaaut *** oolol? m turnrttoo « f  tfe» Oturtodi##. 

o f Kst*tqr A llen  rro jiiH ijf Ite r itoo PoijmTiIIn o f  iteoooo 06*»

1« roporiod to boot p ffs roed Mo anti** in «  oorr M i » -

footor? ooohmnp* mmdUi iimt moo itcmfi: toimt>ot ter «ho «no* 

thoritioo of Do M M  «M oo  o i f  iron, tiw Otegoooit 

to o  ooro&ll? ftondlod- io ««oil tutor»#* «on pan w o d» 

hi* «onto* ooro M  fr©« bin o «  plaood in m  oarrolop 

hoorlti.it hi# oomo* noi&ooitliterv «ortwl ooMjhor otol tho 

mtininftfij'i offQ Ictnd of fffliilog tohoo* froo tfiooo ***o«X«p# 

ooporoto oooaaat# *«ro ##t op far oaoh h O i f lM  «*£ Oho 

total mmnfc dopo«lt«6 to the «fodlt of' the Coaol homo 

Xetorwaoat Oop M  la the ®mm notion*! Soofe* Bolboo 

Broooh, Mho** Canal M o* U tef, upon tht trooofor of 

the <f*p«8*«o national# to tho M M  Stotoe, M oo M s  

«or# tnsnoforrod on htetuurjr 8gf im i Of tfc* oilitary 

Custodial to the Custodian of Steooy Ailon Property for tba 

Bopsitelte of FaaoHNu

with regard to ts»o Japanese interna# awswd «ilojona**** 

«oaoomltig M o  it  1# M M  it» tho protoot txm tho ^ipoiM



* s*
ftnTtimmant a# set forth In tin Tmcwtion* m aMNHoweadkai **1*̂ -  

referenda that "neither the tewrleefi nor INwwenenlen anther* 

1U «« get# kls nerttetl attention the addend #f n*y

when he nee p M  in % hospital end «here he died the «wne 

day* the iatoetigatiea haa dfaelaoed that mm Alejandro 

0»*hi# XSJMyUM**»€Xt »ee Interned at the Qee*» He* 

however, departed far the United State* on April 2» 1943« ]
i

Prior to the deportnre of the Jt^eneee national* far the 

United State# the Oeno sesneoe «nheitted & retiart to on*p p w  'w e-pi-?■* w .  w fjpssrW ' # rw r’ nWP##P'

Canp Ceenaader ettdnlst n il «ariosi* o&se* of Ulne****. 

in this wpori there in no record of the «ttfmeec of i f  

per eon nested *li e Jeiidre** i

Eaeh internee» «hen. «Settled to the mtemeent deep» 

wee git#» n phr*i»al esandUtation eenpcrahl* to that given 

to an applicant fox* enlletffltnt  In the United SUVt* Amy* 

firm the first dnr the nenp *a* In operation there srne n 

daily etefe eall held for *aoh nationality, my person 

eeuld attend the eicfc eall hf reporting te the Off lee of 

the Cmp mm*m at the epeolfied hour».

A thorough tnwatlgatlosi has revealed that there 

were m "sorton* deed#* ae alleged hr the Japan***



Qovmmmmi* «a* thet the treetaseet neeord»* JTagejtt»» ft*»

..
f  dBUfiug the peri t ut e f their tiiitiiniiKimt le  tint' 48Sjege&̂ A'

. ... ■;•/. '•-a
Zone Inf  rw irt du* «*• etri« tly In eeeeertawrtt with the 

provisions * f  the Oeeeve, Mlmmmw 4# wer &m*et*tie» ef 

dfcly m

£U  netta***Xs lnt«ratd et the Oeml See»

laWemeS C*«pt the Embassy ear he «*«&*£, were &***•& 

w it h  p ro p e r  re g a rd  f o r  th e  o b l ig a t io n s  o f  t h i s  Government 

'and w it h  due c o n s id e ra t io n  and a t  no t im e  d id  any o f  them 

endure  any s u f f e r in g  o r  h a rd s h ip .

of

t fothfchW te h f JTbhm ary  i/T} 1943

iKo.ooiir» paoifio ««r/uso





PRODUCED AT T l €  NATIONAL ARCHIVES

P«tmuad, January Ik, 1942*

PQBfBQTt Intorsanocit of Unmmj Allans in 
Vnnmmk*

fho HcM&orablo
ft» Soorotary of SttW, fu&iaiWA.

airt
X hmrm the honor to refer to oorreepondeaee exchanged with the Department la referenoe to the understanding reach­

ed with tha Ministar for foreign Affairs regarding the la* teraaeat of eae*f aliens la PonaaA. Am mentioned la my 
strictly oonfldoatlal despatch Ho. ^00, of October 20.
1941« It appeared possible that la thm event of mar thm situation «a regarda latoraooa would develop la eweh a way that tha Panamanian authorities would ahaadoa thalr desire to he** these Internee* maintained oa Panamanian territory, 
mod would prof or to have thorn oont to tho United States, 
as Panamanian internees, as was doao during tho last war.I a» glad to report that this has la foot tumad out to ho tho ease. Following recent oonTorsatlons with Oeneral
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SPROOUCEO AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

AHDBS2WS, x suggested to the foreign iliniatcr zhm 4«----—airabliity of reconsidering the question of keeping interned enemy olios* Is Panankwith the eonsequent 
necessity of construction of «a Internment coop, difficulties of guarding and feeding the Internees, giving them medical care, «to* 2 «totod that while no wore fully prepared to go ahead os the lines of our agree»*at with Peaaai. to construct at our eoat this con- 
castration oanp and cover all expenses Is connection with the iaterusent of theaa mammy «liens, nevertheless I felt It desirable to raise the questiea of reconsider­
ing the entire setter, with the suggestion that these enemy aliens night, if the Government of Penead so de- sired, be sent to the Baited State# and Maintained there by the United State# as Panamanian internees, as wes dona during the last war.

Yesterday Acting Porelgn Minister Goytis informed me that after discussion of this wetter with the Presi­dent sad the Cabinet he was authorised to inform me that the Panamanian Ckrrernment bed raeons 14«red the wet­ter and now desired to abandon the project cf Interning these enemy aliens in Panaad, agreeing Instead that they should be transported to the United States end interned there as Panamanian Internees*
I have informed the Commanding General of the fore­going and steps have been taken to hslt the construction of the proposed internment camp.
X suggest-.4het the Department request the War De­partment to Issue the necessary authority to Gcasrel Andrews for transportation of these Pena ««a tan internees to the United States, It will not be possible to begin the transportation of these internees for a one tine yet, since the United States Army Intelligence Office*# and the Panamanian national Police mast still review the great majority o f the records o f the interned aliens in order to datermine those who should be placed at liberty and those concerning whom there a r i s t a  evidence cf dangerous activ­ities warranting their internment for the duration of the 

war*
Respectfully yours,

Sdwin 0. Wilson

SOW.ebp

~ 2«*



DANIEL K. INOUYE
HAWAII

APPROPRIATIONS 
Subcommittee on Defense—Ranking Member United States Senate PRINCE KUHIO FEDERAL BUILDING 

ROOM 7-212, 300 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD 
HONOLULU, HI 96850-4975 

(808) 541-2542 
FAX (808) 541-2549

COMMERCE SUITE 722, HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1102 

(202)224-3934 
FAX (202) 224-6747

Subcommittee on SurfaceTransportation and 
Merchant Marine—Ranking Member

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 101 AUPUNI STREET, NO. 205 
HILO, HI 96720 
(808)935-0844  

FAX (808) 961-5163

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION March 6, 2006

Dear Colleague:

On February 16, 2006,1 introduced S.2296, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act to commemorate 
President Roosevelt’s signing of Executive Order 9066, a document that authorized 
the internment of about 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry. The story about U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission authorized by 
Congress in 1980. The Commission uncovered critical facts that enabled Congress 
to support, and President Ronald Regan to sign, the historic Civil Liberties Act of 
1988 (Public Law 100-383) which provided redress for Japanese Americans. A 
story far less known and, indeed, one unknown to me initially, is the story of Latin 
Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, stripped 
of their passport, brought to the United States, and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report.

The Commission in 1982 reported to Congress that during World War II, the 
United States government worked with Latin American governments to take into 
custody and intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese 
descent. Men, women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin 
America, stripped of their passports, and held in American internment camps. 
Many civilians were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of 
war. Despite their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included 
under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been 
executed outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.



March 6, 2006 
Page 2

Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission to determine facts surrounding the relocation, internment, and 
deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that examining the 
extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in the United 
States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions to detain 
and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider becoming an 
co-sponsor of this Act. Should you or your staff have any questions, please contact 
my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.

United States S mator

DKI:vl
Enclosure

DANIEL K. INOUYE

Aloha
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I’he follow ing p&raphr* 
to  th e  .Ikibassy*

6 it. aubcicted of 'the report made by the a save scarce

fhe t t a t e  of fSo Vaulo continues to  bo peace fu l* An en erg e tic  a p p lic a tio n  
of p rev en ta tiv e  moaaures i s  continued by th e  p o l i t i c a l  p o lic e 0 Several cl&fidos- t in e  rad io  tra n sm itte rs  and su b s ta n tia l q u a n titie s  of a ra s  have been seized 
a t  w idely separated  po in ts  i A ra id  m s  made in to  the  S ta te  of P&raaA. Late l a s t  
n ig h t on nhe basis  o f inform ation th a t  they would fin d  th e  mis sing Japanese 
m il i ta ry  Attach!»» i;o inform ation of the r e s u l t s  of th i s  search hac bean re ­ceived due to  lack  of d ir  so t com uaicatioxu The lo ca l p riso n s  a re  bulging -with 
Axis n a tio n a ls  and parsons suspected of Axis connections a t  s. r e s u l t  o f f r e ­quent a rre s ts*  A career employee of th e  German Consul in  Santos i s  a lso  under 
a r r e s t  because of im plication in  th e  oi?eape of the  Ti'OKIO'K s a i lo r s  (Geo ilef® (a }) 
S u b stan tia l inform ation leading to th e  b e l ie f  in  th e  ex isten ce  of Japanese 
o rg an iza tio n s fo r  other than economic or social purposes hcs been pain 3d by r.u« nerouB ra id s  on Japansas residences» A bro ther of an im perial councilo r and a 
Japanese nobleman holding a m ilita ry  commission. a re  among those hold» Jtteeaur.y 
of a shortage of in te rp re te rs ,  in v e s tig a tio n s  in  the  Japanese sec to r a re  pro- 
Deeding slowly*

Pj&ns a re  being developed fo r  the  largo  softie movement of Japanssd n a tio n a ls  
from s tra te g ic  and vulnerable a reas  to  th e  in te r io r  o f th e  S ta te  and th e  cancella* 
t io n  of B ra s ilia n  n a tio n a lity  of those Japaaeee by b i r th  engaged in  th e  fish in g  
in d u s try , A firm er a tt i tu d e  on the  p a r t o f th e  .Federal Government w ill bo neces­
sary  fo r th e  adoption of these  p ro je c ts ,

i'ho e lim in a tio n  of doubtful personnel and rep lac ing  r e l ia b le  personnel end competent delagados a t a l l  im portant po in ts  continues in. th e  reo rg an iza tio n  of 
th e  p o l i t i c a l  p o lice  although f in a n c ia l d i f f i c u l t i e s  a re  tempering t h i s  progre.sk.

With the  adcntion by the  reg ional comand of a more energe tic  and coopera­
t iv e  a t t i tu d e ,  f r ic t io n  between p o l i t i c a l  p o lice  and reg ional command :M6 been 
reduoedo
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DEEAHIMENT OF STATE
&̂fy]|SION>ftF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS

RA -
PA/LD - Mr. Dug^n

April 9, 194f

MEASURES WHICH P M  MIGHT TAKE TO 
IMPROVE ITS COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES

With reference to the measures of cooperation whldh C 
this Government is prepared to extend to Peru, the 
following are points of assistance which Peru might make 
In returns

7 1 I . 23 /66^  1. Settlement of foreign debts owned in the TJhlted
States. No serious attempt has been made to make any' 
payments on the debt owed to American nationals* While 
it is asserted that the financial position of Peru would
not allow any such payments, it is, at the samebiBOT^^ a■;;jg
true that regular payments are made on the sterling, debt.* 
The American loans were, for the most part, put to p£d~ S
duotive use and the Peruvian people are still enjoying/the

--benefits therefrom. It would seem that the Uhltod 
\should receive first consideration in any debt settleapo&fc*

2. There are several claims outstanding on behalf ̂ê ) 
American citisens some of which are old* Vo inter#sthas 
ewer been shown by the Peruvian 0overnnen t In ;jdolng
thing about these claims. Onrthe^ontrar y ^ ^ v G o  vo*nma*t

•• - -------  • , . v v-
 -- --------------------------  V  /'• —  ..

  •   ■* *•**



paid off Japanese claims recently with amasing-'rapidJ^^'o^ 
and almost no complaint about the sums Involved. Ame^^fl^
example of chary treatment of United States ItitsjilplSsSŜ fl

i xc|^a|
was the settlement with United Aircraft after a t<m^»aiy 
argument and at a fraction of the original claim# ;'

- -V • •

Caproni interests were paid off in full and expedltlewtijfc
3. Economic controls. To-date the control

funds has been very slip-shod. The same has been
on other economic measures against the Axis. Mr. Uaseo 
asserts that he has a good control measure prepared. ,̂Jfl 
so, that should relieve that situation. **

4. Subversive activities. While Peruvian oeoperatlee£»f 
in this respect has been better than in some other 
countries, it still leaves a good deal to be desired.

the expulsion of dangerous Axis non-offloials and while :̂fl• - -
it apparently has finally agreed to expel sob», there. ^  . . .  . . . . . . . .  ,

will be a good many who will be left at liberty.
Censorship has been most inadequate. Seme months ,

ago the definitely pro-American postal censor was fired 
and he was replaced by a friend of a Foreign Of flee effie^l 
who has strong Nazi sympathies. Under the
-this Indiwiduai censorship operates-prinoipa^y 4^|!^|KP H |  

of the Axis. Much the same type of lax censorship eon- 
trol exists with relation to telephone snd telegraph



- 3-

servlces. The same type of censorship prevails with;*; 
regard to propaganda where the control is mildly - 

\unsatisfactory.
One serious leak which may be irremediable is 

through the Falange. A strong conservative Catholic 
bloc is very friendly with the Franco partisans, and 
there seems to be no doubt that this channel; is being 
used by the Axis.no t_ only for espionage purposes but 
also for propaganda^ The difficulty here is that - 
Franco sympathizers are found in the most important 
positions in the government. Their elimination would 
require a rather drastic check-up.

The most serious situation concerns the Japanese 
There are perhaps 30,000 of them in Peru well-placed and 
concentrate d.— Perhaps 5 to 10,000 of them are under 
military discipline and are armed. The Peruvian Govern­
ment is seriously concerned over this situation and 
Peruvians in general bear no love for the Japanese, but 
so far as I know action has never passed the querulous 
stage. It seems to me that above all else some very 
definite- assurances should be obtained that drastic and 
restrictive measures will be taken in the immediate
fnture to control the very dangerous potentialities of
this- concentration __   _ _

5. Military



/ 5. Military cooperation* The Peruvian Government
has expressed so far willingness to cooperate-in the -V3S 
defense of its coast within the limits of its ability 
A few reports are seen around here about the effeotlene- 
ness of this control, but there are reports which 
indicate that supervision, particularly in the Talara
oil fields area, leaves a good deal toJbe desired.
^ 6. One of the most dangerous situations in Peru

exists in the Foreign Office where a definitely pro- 
Axis hierarchy has itself well entrenched. The 
Foreign Minister himself is not above suspicion, but 
regardless of his real sentiments, his dilatory taetlofr 
have played into the hands of the Axis. Report after
report from Lima mentions the slowing down of cooperatl.ftti 
0r> t-.bft pant of Peru due t o the quibbling and back-tracking 
of Foreign Office officials. This condition is too x

. • • • • •  ’ ‘ - - -V' , S  ? < '

general to be mere coincidence or bureaucratie ineffi­
ciency. Mr. Norweb himself has stated that he never 
knows «hat the Foreign Minister's last word will

- 4-



COPY-

E3TRICTAMENTE COKFIDKNCIAL

WHEREAS: At the eighth International Conf erenoeef

American States held at Lima in December 1938, the Govern­

ments o f the American States reaffirmed in the Declaration . 

of Lima their continental solidarity, and their purpose 

to collaborate in thi_maintenance of the principles upon 

which this solidarity is based, and to defend their 

absolute sovereignty against a ll foreign intervention 

or a c tiv ity ;

WHEREAS; The Second Meeting of Ministers of Foreign 

A ffairs o f the American Republics, which was held at

Habana in July 1940, in accordance with agreements approved

at previous In ter-American Conferences, Including the
i

Declaration o f Lima, adopted a Resolution known as Resolu- I
(

tion XV, which declares: "% t
--------"Thartr any attempt on the part o f a non-American—
State against the in tegrity or in v io la b ility  o f the 
terr ito ry , the sovereignty or the p o lit ic a l independ­
ence o f an American State shall be considered as an 
act o f aggression against the States which sign this 
declaration.

nIn case acts o f aggression are oonmitted or 
should there be reason to believe that an act of 
aggression is being prepared by a non-American nation 
against the in tegrity or in v io lab ility  of the te r r i­
tory, the sovereignty or the p o lit ica l independence 
of ah American nation, the nations signatory to the 
present declaration w ill consult among themselves in 
order to agree upon the measures i t  may be advisable _ 
to take.

 :____  U
■ A ll the signatory nations, or two or more of

them, according to circumstances, shall proceed to £
negotiate the necessary complementary agreements so “ 
as to organize cooperationjfor defense and the C
assistance that they shall lend each other in the 
event o f aggressions such as those referred to in-  ̂
this declaration.” :

WHEREAS: The United States of America and the Repub­

l ic  o f Peru, reaffirming their fa ith  in the foregoing % 
'p iincip lea, recognize the ne bessity of reaching-an-agre.e^fS

  -------— .-....-  - - = = r r = = ^ = z __—= =  = -
ment, regarding cooperative measures fo r Hemispheredefgiwia'l

in their respective terr ito ries  and te rr ito r ia l walwVi^-     ~~■   ____
Ūpēē upon the f ollowing: ”  ' "~ ” % WĒ
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ARTICLE I

The Government of the United States- of. Amerloa and 

the Government of the Republic of Peruagree that either 

country may undertake, In acoordahoe with such plana as 

may be agreed upon between their appropriate military and

naval authorities, operations on or over-the-lands and - .
.   * .... _1_

in or over the te rr ito r ia l waters of the other country ___

for the purpose of Hemisphere defense, and to that end

may do with the cooperation of the other Government any

and a ll  things necessary to carry out and to maintain

such operations.

They furthermore agree that i f  fo r purposes o f Hemi­

sphere defense either Government should request the 

cooperation of the other Government fo r  defense against 

non-American aggression, the Government whose assistance 

has been requested w ill come to the aid of the other 

Government In every practicable way.

ARTICLE I I _________________ 7 7~:

Any defense» installations which may be made by either 

Go.verament under Article I  shall be fo r  the joint use of 

the contractlng partles on a fu lly  cooperative ~bksls7'~ ““ 7 

. ARTICLE I I I
: ■ - S. '1 v-.* . -v. >
“  A rtic les of every description imported Into the
■.  1 ______  -~T ~   ' ' T-v- •• /• t
United States of America or the Republic o f Peru for use 

for the purposes-described -under. Article. I -Wlll-not-be 

subject to the payment of customs duties or any other
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ARTICLE V

— A Commission composed of Military,. Haval 

representatives o f the “two Governments w ill meet in Lima

as soon as practicable, fo r the purpose o f making Com­

bined Plans for m ilitary cooperation. —— =—s z z z - r z z :

ARTICLE VI

A permanent commission composed of Militir^r-Maval

and A ir representatives o f the two Governments w ill—bo

organized in Lima for the purpose of collaboration in the 

pi arming and execution o f such operations as may bo 

necessary to make e ffec tive  the Combined Plana agreed 

upon. The United States representatives of this Commis­

sion may be the Chiefs of the M ilitary, Maval or A ir 

Missions serving in Peru, or special representatives

designated for this purpose. This Commission w ill be

assisted by the personnel composing M ilitary, Maval or 

Air missions serving in Peru without prejudice to existing 

contracts.

ARTICLE VII

 This Agreement, which shall be in force from the day

of signature, shall continue in e ffect fo r the period ofL-. 

the present emergency and may continue thereafter, i f ,  in  

the opinion o f the two Governments, there s t i l l  .exists

danger of aggression by a non-American power-against an 

American power. ______ _̂

ARTICLE V III

The two Governments w ill maintain this Agreement 

confidential until such time as they agred that i t  s h ill 

bemade public.

IfTWl^aisaS WHi&hKOF. the undcraljpicd, duly authorised 

fop the purpose, have signed and sealed this Agreement In 

duplicate. In the Rngllah and Span̂ «v> 1 ; ^ 'JM

J Mhlngt on i « » «  «« » » »#»» »  ___



CROSS-REFERENCE FILE _
w r - r e

SUBJECT Spaaoh d*lir*rad by H«ya da la Torra* ___

Transmit» a translation of haad of tha iip ^ ’-Krly 
in Paru, to a saorat ■•••ion of tha diraotorsof 
tha Party in Liaa on July 18, 1942* ---------   -

  ----- : bjh
For the original paper from which reference is taken 5

See  ______

Dated S»p_U_.3.Q#..lS «_____  Ptgfc» l lW rar)

File N o .- Bfifl.lMlVlQT !   ---------- -----
 - - - - —  - - -  .

~     , . »r j g » --------------•
 : . ■ ' . • : : ■ Mr ' . zm.



WAR DEPARTMENT
S e r v ic e s  o f  S upply

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL 

W A S H IN G T O N

November 25, 1942 ,,

Special Division,
Department of State, 

Washington, D, C,
Dear Sirs:

NOV 301942

The Provost Marshal General has direeted me to 
reply farther to your communication dated October 12, 1942,
SB 740,00115, Pacific Var/l004, inclosing a copy of memo­
randum Me, 438 dated October 1, 1942, from the Spanish Embassy 
concerning a pretest made by the Japanese Government about^ 
treatment reputedly received by Japanese Nationals apprehended
in the Republic of Panama and transferred to the Uni t e dlltat es •

■

Attached hereto for your information is^addopy of an 
indorsement dated November 18, 1942, by the Commanding General, 
Caribbean Defense Command, Canal Zone, concerning the matters 
contained in the memorandum of the Spanish Embassy*

740.00115 
PACIFIC 

W
AR/I I 50

Tours very truly,

Incl, ^
Gy* Ind,, 11-18-42

C2
B, M, Bryan, 
Colonel, P, A*, 

Director, Aliens Division,

FQBYICTORY

B U Y
U N IT E D
S T A T E S

WAR
BONDS

iTtsB
FEB 2 61943



BASiet Xtr f r WD Office of the Provost Marshal General, Iflashn., October 16, 
1942, subjects Treatment of Japanese Nationals Transferred to the 
United States.

AG 333.7-1 1st Ind.
HEADQUARTERS PANAMA CANAL DLPAR1MSNT, Quarry Heights, C. Z., 18 November 1942. 
TOs Provost Marshal General, Aliens division, War Department, Washington, D. C. 
THRU? Commanding General, Caribbean Defense Command, Quarry Heights,C. Z.

1. The following informtion is submitted regarding the treatment re­
ceived by Japanese Nationals from the Republic of Panama during the time they 
were in the custody of the United Stales i&wikgu*ebt?v:/

On December 8, 1941, Japanese Nationals were placed in the 
Canal Zone internment Camp which was located in the Quarantine 
Area of Balboa, Canal Zone. The compound in which the intern­
ees were detained was inclosed by a wire fence some eight (8) 
feet in height and was topped by an eighteen (18) inch barbed 
wire apron. The Internees were quartered in the standard United 
States Army pyramidal type tent which was provided with a wooden 
flooring. Army Engineers constructed the section of flooring 
for the tents • These J^iheers ̂ r f o p W  the greatest part of the 
work with the Japanese assisting by carryii^ iijî er and other ma­
terials Used in the c^nstruciipn, fhe ^ rk p^fbraed by the Japan­
ese was hot compulsory and was done in a cheerful and cooperative 
manner.

At no time was any sort of punishment meted out to the Japan­
ese Nationals as no occasion arose to warrant any disciplinary 
action.

The sanitary conditions were subject to rigid daily inspec­
tion by the Camp Commander, the Department Provost Marshal, the 
Department Health Officer, and the Department Surgeon.

Latrine facilities were provided of the standard Army type 
pit latrines. At the time that daphnes® internes were placed 
in the Camp, pit latrines and temporary shower bath facilities 
for males were available. The -latter: cemsished -of dfctek board 
platforms, overhead shower heads, all inclosed by a latrine 
screen. By December 16, 1941, temporary wooden buildingswith 
sewerage facilities were provided for both latrines and showers.

Every care was taken to prevent spread of disease and incon­
veniences of the internees and there were no cases of sickness 
resulting from unsanitary conditions.

In the Japanese compound there was set up a standard United

-  1 -



B A S IC : L t r  fr WB Office of the Provost Marshal General, Washn,, October 16
1942, subject? Treatment of Japanese Nationals Transferred to the * 
United States.

AG 383.7-1 1st Ind. (Cont’d)

When internees were admitted to the internment camp 
they were each given a physical examination comparable to 
that given to applicants for enlistment in the United States 
Army, From the first day the camp was in operation there 
was a daily sick caH held for each nationality so that any 
person could attend merely by coming to the Office of the 
Camp Surgedn at the specified hdurs* lie permanent record 
was kept of the sick call.

Fromthe records in this Office and from interviews 
with officers in charge of the Canal Zone Internment Camp 
it can definitely' be slotted that there were no t,serious 
deed" as alleged by Japanese Imperial Government/and 
that treatment accorded their nationals during their period 
of internment in the ^anal Zone internment Camp was strict­
ly According td Ruied ofLand Warfare, andthe Genera 
Convention of July 27, 1929, relative to the treatment of 
prisoners of war and civilian internees.
2. In conclusion it has definitely been determined that all enemy 

aliens interned at the Canal Zone Internment Gamp were treated with great 
care and kindness, and at no time was any suffering or hardship endured fey 
any internee.

FCr the Coiwaahding Generals

/s/ HUGH J. DjBEmr,
Lieut. Colonel, A.G.D., 

Asst, Adjutant General.
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Febrsaryir, 1S4a

B£M0$UU!&U&

The THpvrUMaafo of State refer# to aeaeraadusa » 0« 438 

dated October X* 1943* from the Spanish In charge

o f Japan*»» interest# in the continental Ihtited states* 

ana to the Apartment* • acknowledgment o f October lō # 1943» 

transmitting a protest nan* by the Japanese Oov*vtmm% 

regarding treatment alleged to haw been received by 

Japanese national# epprehended Is the m p M to  o f Panama 

end transferred to the United States*

The Efebaesjr U  Informed that this matter has been 

investigated and In snbetane# the following foots, have
■■ - 1i

bean obtained*

on Peoember 8* 1&41* Japanese nationals were planed 

in the Canal Zone Internment Cmp which wa« located in the

^arsntine Area o f Balboa* Canal Tone* fbs ooapowtd in 

which the internees m m  detained vm  enclosed by a wire 

tm m  approximately eight feet in height end me topped 

by m  eighteen inch barbed wire apron. The internee#

were

y/Xtf

740.00115 
PACIFIC 

W
AR/1150 

PS/DLB



»  S »

weim oeertered to the standard «ailed state» *rsy pyrastdal 

type taut elUtah «us provided with *  wooden flooring* upoy 

em si^re eesuitruoted the motion o f flooring fhr the teat** 

Thee# engineer» performed the greatest part o f the werfc*

The Japanese, however, «ere o f assistance i*» e&rryisig tee. 

bar ana ether oa ten *!» whieh «ere used in the uaristruotlon* 

fhe work perfcwraed hjr the Japaaeee «* »  not oes îs®leery and 

was done in a eheerfol and cooperative natrner. at so tie * 

we# any sort o f peniehseet meted eat to the Japanese eta» 

iloaa l» slm* ao oooaaion arose to «arrasit e e  disciplinary 

aetloo.

fhe sanitary conditio»# «ere subject to rigid  dally 

iasaeotlosi# hr the Cson Coffiasander* ♦•fr*» Betaartasawt <« » « » ** 

Marshal OeaeraX, the S^artaeiit o f Health O ffloert and the

Latrine fa c ilitie s  were provided o f the standard 

Awjf type p it lafcrim t** i t  the time the Japanese interne»»

wore placed in the daop* p it latrines and t o p w  shaver 

hath fa o iiit ie i for melee were available* <nw la tter eon- 

eioted o f duel hoard platform#, overhead shower heads, a ll

of whloh



o f whieh wore Inclosed by & latrine eereaa* On a# before 

Poeeaber id , X&41 tewperery wooden buildings with sewerage 

fa c ilit ie s  were provided for both latrines and showers.

Sluts* every ear® was taken to prevent the spread o f 

dteeeee and the SJMMvmnloncNio o f the tntomeoo, there 

wore no oaeee o f eiofcnee» reeaXtl&g fro » unsanitary eoa&X~ 

Ucme.

IH the Japanese compound there wee «Hit up a standard 

Halted States Ansy fie ld  kitchen which was operated by 

personnel iron the Kiel ted' state* m*t# under the rig id  

supervision o f an o f fleer o f the Army. to fer.ee eaal* 

tar? conditions were concerned the fie ld  kttehea conformed 

to the etenderds o f the Halted states Amy* After the 

wtm wee completely organised &%& in operation, the Arsy 

eeoke mere dli^leeed by Japanese ahn had te l*

uateered for this work* This action wee taker* la  order 

that food, whioh «as prepared under the supervision o f 

m Amur eookt would be prepared --.so - far an practicable 

In oooord&noe with Japunee* teetee and standards.

ifc*

*  8  *



Ttm investigation h&e further revealed that the 

responsibility fbr the property o f eneasgr alien* In its# 

Republic o f m « «  wa® eolely & fUnetloa o f the Custodian 

o f £fc«oy Alien ^eperby for the Republic o f mwoia oho 

la  reported perfumed Me dntloo in «  0 0 17  satis»-

f&otary aouaor* WsaAm that mm. mmfieeateA by 10»» « 0* 

tfcarlUe® o f the united state» A*ny fro * the Japanese 

wore carefully handled* 4» mmh int.antes «a» prooeeeed* 

hie sasmies were taken fro® Mo end plmoā in on envelop 

beer Ins hie sane* nationality» io *M  nutter and the 

mmmt «amI kind o f «sale* taken* fro® these envelope 

separate aooounts ware «a t up far eneh inaiM&wa and the 

total mmm% deposited to the ooodlt of' the Canal Sane 

Internment Qmp fund In the Clause national Beak* Balboa 

Branch* Balboa* Canal Some* later* up»» the transfer o f 

the «Tapaaeae national® to the United States* these fund® 

were transferred on lUm uai if5* 194$ lay the M lita r j 

Custodian to the Custodian o f fiheny Allen Property for .the 

Republie o f vwwm*

Mth resard to the Japanese Interna# noised 4 Alejandro» 

ooaeemlng who® It  la stated in the protest from the Japtsmm

m  %  4m



   „ ■ ■■ >

«*> S •««►

CSoweriiaeiit as set ffartfri la  Hit JUegtiiiott* s under

referenda that *aeithsr the «series» nor hsaaifttaii stttheew 

Ittee  gave hia «adteal e ttn tU s  until the eeeend »1  Hear 

when he was planed In *  hospital end where he died the earns 

day* the investigation be* disclosed that on» Alexandre 

Oeehi.̂  IdltJRfC J wee tntssrned at the damp* jto,

h »*»T «f, daparted Car th* Oaitad 9 M u  m  igetl 8, 1948»]
7

Frier to the departure of the Japanese netionale for the 

Baited state* the Caap Surgeon uaahaitted a report to the 

Canp Qwmm&mr etUlidid «11. anrteas oases of illnesses*

In this report there is no reeord of the steimees of any 

person nose ̂d Al*e lentdŝ^̂ *

Each internee* when admitted to the Xntemeent Gsnpt 

was given a physios! mxmXmtim eoopsrshle to that given 

to on «**svi tftfiwt f « r  «iiiJLstdBettt in atm» Hailed States «raw* 

$re« the firs t  d«y the eanp was in operation there was a 

dally etefc o s ll held fee» eaefe nationality* Any person 

eould attend the sicfe os ll hy reporting to the O ffice o f 

the Canp. surgeon at the epeoified hours*

k thorough investigation has revealed that there 

were no * serious deeds* as alleged fcy the Japanese



aeveraneat and that the aoMNM Jfcpestee* A»»

ttoaale daring the period o f their UUnwm it %m the 

Mm Cmm ***  s M iU i in tmammm* vlth the

provision» o f the t a n  i*r£«&te?e o f war Convention o f 

j**ir f * t 1055» .

A i l  n a tion a l» interned a t  the Oeassl Son#

In te rm en t C«Hpy the Embassy aasr be assured, were trea ted  

w ith  proper regard, fo r  the ob liga tion s  o f th is  Government 

and w ith due consideration  and at no time did any o f  them 

endure any su ffe r in g  or hardship.

Ztepartmmt of State*

m  &  -m-

910*0011$ Pmttm





PRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

P&naaid, January 14» 1942»

No* 503.

SUBJECT* Internment of Knemy Aliens In Paaaaiu

The Honorable
fhe Secretary Of State,Washington.

air*
1 have the honor to refer to correspondence exchanged with. the Department in reference to the understanding reaeh- 

ed with the Minister for foreign Affairs recaxding the in­ternment of enemy aliens in Fanamlu As mentioned in my strictly confidential despatch Mo* 300, of October 20,1941, it appeared possible that in the event of war the situation as regards Internees would develop In sueh a way that the Panamanian authorities would abandon their desire to have these internees maintained on Panamanian territory, and would prefer to have them sent to the United States, 
as Panamanian internees, as was done during the last war.I am glad to report that this has In feet turned out to be the ease, following recent conversations with General

d e c la s s if ie dAuthorll
^M ^Z3fARA Pate/g - f -03

AJJti MAXJU

w m m ,



t
^PRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

AKDBKtS, I suggested to the Foreign l£iaiater th*-de- airability of reconsidering the question of keeping interned enemy aliens In Paaaaif, with ths consequent necessity of construction of an Internment caasp, difficulties of guarding and feeding the Internees, giving them medical oars, ate, 1 eta tad that while we ware fully prepared to go ahead on the llzxes of our agreement with Paaaaft. to o one true t at our cost this con­centration camp and cover all expenses In connection with the Internment of these mammy aliens, nevertheless I felt it desirable to raise the question of reconsider­ing the entire matter, with the suggestion that these energy aliens might, if the Government of Panamd so de­sired, be sent to the United States and maintained there by the United States as Panamanian internees, as was done during the last war.
Yesterday Acting Foreign Minister Goytia informed use that after discussion of this matter with the Presi­dent and the Cabinet he was authorised to Inform me that the Panamanian Government had reconsidered the mat­ter and now desired to abandon the project of Interning these enemy aliens in Panaad, agreeing Instead that they should be transported to the United States and Interned there as Panamanian internees.
I have informed the Commanding Gsnsral of ths fors- going and steps have been taken to halt the construction of the proposed Internment camp *
X suggest /that ths Department request the War De­partment to issue the necessary authority to Oeasral Andrews for transportation of these Panamanian internees to the United States.- It will not be possible to begin the transportation of these internees for some time yet, since ths United States Army Intelligence Office*» and the Panamanian National Police must still review the great majority of the records of the interned aliens in order to determine those who should b@ placed at liberty and those concerning whom there exists evidence of dangerous activ­ities warranting their internment for the duration of the 

war,
Respectfully yours,

Edwin 0. Wilson.

SOW.ebp

— 2 —



DANIEL K. INOUYE
HAWAII

APPROPRIATIONS 
Subcommittee on Defense—Chairman United States Senate PRINCE KUHIO FEDERAL BUILDING 

ROOM 7-212, 300 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD 
HONOLULU, HI 96850-4975 

(808)541-2542 
FAX (808) 541-2549

COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND TRANSPORTATION, 
CHAIRMAN 

Subcommittee on SurfaceTransportation and 
Merchant Marine—Chairman

SUITE 722, HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1102 

(202)224-3934 
FAX (202) 224-6747

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
101 AUPUNI STREET, NO. 205 

HILO, HI 96720 
(808)935-0844 

FAX (808) 961-5163

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION March 6,2007
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING

Dear Colleague:

On January 24, 2007,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.



March 6, 2007 
Page 2

Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.

For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.

Aloha,

DKI:vl
Enclosure

DANIEL Ml NOUYE 
United Stale! Senator
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COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION March 6, 2007
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING

Dear Colleague:

On January 24 ,2007 ,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.



March 6, 2007 
Page 2

Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.

For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.
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Dear Colleague:

On January 24, 2007,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.

For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.
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Dear Colleague:

On January 24, 2007,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.

For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.
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Dear Colleague:

On January 24, 2007,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.

For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.
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Dear Colleague:

On January 24, 2007,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.

For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.
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Dear Colleague:

On January 24 ,2007 ,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.

For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.
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Dear Colleague:

On January 24, 2007,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.

For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.

Aloha,

DKI:vl
Enclosure

DANIEL M. NOUYE 
United Stale: Senator



DANIEL K. INOUYE
HAWAII

APPROPRIATIONS 
Subcommittee on Defense—Chairman United States Senate PRINCE KUHIO FEDERAL BUILDING 

ROOM 7-212, 300 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD 
HONOLULU, HI 96850-4975 

(808)541-2542 
FAX (808) 541-2549

COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND TRANSPORTATION, 
CHAIRMAN 

Subcommittee on SurfaceTransportation and 
Merchant Marine—Chairman

SUITE 722, HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1102 

(202)224-3934  
FAX (202) 224-6747

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
101 AUPUNI STREET, NO. 205 

HILO, HI 96720 
(808) 935-0844 

FAX (808) 961-5163

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION March 6, 2007
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING

Dear Colleague:

On January 24, 2007,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.

During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.

A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.

For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR INOUYE
FROM: Van
DATE: March 6, 2007
RE: Japanese Latin American Commission Bill Dear Colleague Letter

Attached is an updated version of the Dear Colleague letter that was sent out in the 
109th Congress for the Japanese Latin American Commission Bill. I spoke with 
Nanci Langley, Majority Deputy Staff Director for the Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee, where the bill is currently pending. Nanci 
believes that now would be a better time to send a Dear Colleague letter, after the 
minority party had set their agendas regarding all “special interest” type legislation, 
and to perhaps escape inclusion on that first list.

Do you wish to send the Dear Colleague letter?
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Dear Colleague:
On January 24, 2007,1 introduced S. 381, the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act. The story of U.S. 
citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in camps is a story 
that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress 
authorized in 1980 (Public Law 96-317). The study uncovered critical facts that 
enabled Congress to support, and President Ronald Reagan to sign, the historic 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-383), providing redress for Japanese 
Americans. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the story 
of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin America, 
stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., and interned in American camps.
During its investigations, the 1980 Commission discovered an extraordinary effort 
by the United States government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons 
living in Latin American countries. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, 
the Commission was unable to fully review the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in the appendix of its published Report to Congress. The 
Commission found evidence that during World War II, the United States 
government worked with Latin American governments to take into custody and 
intern approximately 2,300 Latin American civilians of Japanese descent. Men, 
women, and children were uprooted from their homes in Latin America, stripped of 
their passports, and held in internment camps in the United States. Many civilians 
were then deported to Japan in exchange for American prisoners of war. Despite 
their personal tragedies, Japanese Latin Americans were not included under the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988, because this program appears to have been executed 
outside of Executive Order 9066.
A wealth of documents housed in the National Archives evidence this extraordinary 
program of interning Japanese Latin Americans, and using them for purposes of 
prisoner exchange. I have attached to this letter an example of documents that 
evidence bilateral agreements, enabling this program between the United States 
government and the governments of Brazil, Panama, and Peru.
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Today, I seek your support and co-sponsorship of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which 
would establish a fact-finding Commission to extend the study of the 1980 
Commission. This study proposes to determine facts surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent. I believe that 
examining the extraordinary program of interning citizens from Latin America in 
the United States would give finality to and complete the account of federal actions 
to detain and intern civilians of Japanese ancestry. I hope that you will consider 
becoming an original co-sponsor of this Act.
For additional information, or to co-sponsor this important legislation, please 
contact my staff, Ms. Van Luong, at 4-3934.

Aloha,

DKI:vl
Enclosure

DANIEL Kf NOUYE 
United Stale: Senator



MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR INOUYE
FROM: Van
DATE: March 6,2007
RE: Japanese Latin American Commission Bill Dear Colleague Letter

Attached is an updated version of the Dear Colleague letter that was sent out in the 
109th Congress for the Japanese Latin American Commission Bill. I spoke with 
Nanci Langley, Majority Deputy Staff Director for the Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee, where the bill is currently pending. Nanci 
believes that now would be a better time to send a Dear Colleague letter, after the 
minority party had set their agendas regarding all “special interest” type legislation, 
and to perhaps escape inclusion on that first list.

Do you wish to send the Dear Colleague letter?



DANIEL K. INOUYE
HAWAII

APPROPRIATIONS 
Subcommittee on Defense— Chairman
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CHAIRMAN 

Subcommittee on Surface Transportation and 
Merchant Marine— Chairman
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COMMITTEE
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING

United States Senate
SUITE 722, HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1102 
(202)224-3934 

FAX (202) 224-6747
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FAX (808) 961-5163

S. 381, A B il l  t o  E s t a b l is h  a  C o m m is s io n  
o n  W a r t im e  R e l o c a t io n  a n d  In t e r n m e n t  o f  

L a t in  A m e r ic a n s  o f  Ja p a n e s e  D e s c e n t , 
a n d  f o r  O t h e r  P u r p o se s

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that Senator 
FEINGOLD be added as a co-sponsor of S. 381, a bill to provide for the 
establishment of a fact-finding Commission to determine facts and circumstances 
surrounding the relocation, internment, and deportation to Axis countries of Latin 
Americans of Japanese descent, and for other purposes.



DANIEL K. INOUYE
HAWAII

APPROPRIATIONS 
Subcommittee on Defense— Ranking Member

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, ANDTRANSPORTATION 
Subcommittee on SurfaceTransportation and 

Merchant Marine

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS— Vice Chairman

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

United States Senate
SUITE 722, HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1102

C o m m is s io n  o n  W a r t im e  r e l o c a t i o n  a n d  In t e r n m e n t  o f  
L a t in  A m e r ic a n s  o f  J a p a n e s e  D e s c e n t  A c t

St a t e m e n t  b y  Se n a t o r  D a n ie l  K . In o u y e  
f o r  t h e  R e c o r d

PRINCE KUHIO FEDERAL BUILDING 
ROOM 7-212, 300 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD 

HONOLULU, HI 96850-4975 
(808) 541-2542 

FAX (808) 541-2549

101 AUPUNI STREET, NO. 205 
HILO, HI 96720 
(808) 935-0844 

FAX (808) 961-5163

Mr. PRESIDENT, I rise to speak in support of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act.

The story of U.S. citizens taken from their homes on the west coast and confined in 
camps is a story that was made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission 
that Congress authorized in 1980. That study was followed by a formal apology by 
President Reagan and a bill for reparations. Far less known, and indeed, I myself 
did not initially know, is the story of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken 
from their homes in Latin America, stripped of their passports, brought to the U.S., 
and interned in American camps.

This is a story about the U.S. government’s act of reaching its arm across 
international borders, into a community that did not pose an immediate threat to 
our nation, in order to use them, devoid of passports or any other proof of 
citizenship, for hostage exchange with Japan. Between the years 1941 and 1945, our 
government, with the help of Latin American officials, arbitrarily arrested persons 
of Japanese descent from streets, homes, and workplaces. Approximately 2,300 
undocumented persons were brought to camp sites in the U.S., where they were held 
under armed watch, and then held in reserve for prisoner exchange. Those used in 
an exchange were sent to Japan, a foreign country that many had never set foot on 
since their ancestors’ immigration to Latin America.

Mr. President, despite their involuntary arrival, Latin American internees of 
Japanese descent were considered by the Immigration and Naturalization Service as 
illegal entrants. By the end of the war, some Japanese Latin Americans had been 
sent to Japan. Those who were not used in a prisoner exchange were cast out into a 
new and English-speaking country, and subject to deportation proceedings. Some 
returned to Latin America. Others remained in the U.S., where their Latin



American country of origin refused their re-entry because they were unable to 
present a passport.

When I first learned of the wartime experiences of Japanese Latin Americans, it 
seemed unbelievable, but indeed, it happened. It is a part of our national history, 
and it is a part of the living histories of the many families whose lives are forever 
tied to internment camps in our country.

The outline of this story was sketched out in a book published by the Commission on 
Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians formed in 1980. This Commission 
had set out to learn about Japanese Americans. Towards the close of their 
investigations, the Commissioners stumbled upon this extraordinary effort by the 
U.S. government to relocate, intern, and deport Japanese persons formerly living in 
Latin America. Because this finding surfaced late in its study, the Commission was 
unable to fully uncover the facts, but found them significant enough to include in its 
published study, urging a deeper investigation.

I rise today to introduce the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of 
Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act, which would establish a fact-finding 
Commission to extend the study of the 1980 Commission. This Commission’s task 
would be to determine facts surrounding the U.S. government’s actions in regards to 
Japanese Latin Americans subject to a program of relocation, interment, and 
deportation. I believe that examining this extraordinary program would give 
finality to, and complete the account of federal actions to detain and intern civilians 
of Japanese ancestry.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the text of my statement be printed in 
the RECORD.







MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR INOUYE
FROM: Van
DATE: December 19, 2006
RE: Co-sponsors for the Japanese Latin Americans Bill

During the 109th Congress, Senators Stevens, Levin, and Leahy were original 
co-sponsors of your bill to establish a commission studying the internment of 
Japanese Latin Americans (JLA). Do you wish to request the original 
co-sponsorships of these senators for the 110th Congress?

Alternately, do you wish to have a party-balanced list, and have just Senator 
Stevens listed as an original co-sponsor?

For your update, Grace Shimizu from the Campaign for Justice, proponent of this 
bill, still expresses her wish for it to include Senator Feingold’s bill for German, 
Italian, and Jewish internees. However, Grace is beginning to agree with keeping 
the bills separate, after we had a meeting with Congressional Research Service 
professionals who support your idea that the JLA bill is best served by being 
focused and nimble, for legislative maneuvering purposes.

Nanci Langley, minority staffer on the Senate Committee on Homeland Security 
and Government Affairs, advises that a Senate hearing for the bill in the 110th 
Congress is not necessary. Congressman Becerra’s office is contemplating a hearing 
in the House Judiciary Committee, where the JLA bill currently is pending. In a 
meeting with House Judiciary Committee minority staffers, the Committee 
expressed interest in a joint hearing for the JLA Commission and H.R. 40, a 
commission bill for studying African Americans slavery. At this meeting, I 
expressed concern that a joint hearing may be inappropriate, because although the 
two initiatives similarly request a commission study, the substance of the bills is very 
different, and a joinder may not be in the best interest either party.
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S. 381, A B i l l  t o  E s t a b l i s h  a  C o m m iss io n  
o n  W a r t im e  R e l o c a t i o n  a n d  I n t e r n m e n t  o f  

L a t in  A m e r ic a n s  o f  J a p a n e s e  D e s c e n t ,  
a n d  f o r  O t h e r  P u r p o s e s

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that Senator 
SANDERS be added as a co-sponsor of S. 381, a bill to provide for the establishment 
of a fact-finding Commission to determine facts and circumstances surrounding the 
relocation, internment, and deportation to Axis countries of Latin Americans of 
Japanese descent, and for other purposes.
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

From: Tyler, Peter (Sanders)

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2007 5:43 PM

To: Luong, Van (Inouye)

Subject: Co-sponsorship of Commission on Wartime Relocation 

Van:

Senator Sanders would like to co-sponsor Senator Inouye’s Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment 
of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act.

Thanks to you and your boss for sponsoring this important legislation.

Peter

Peter Tyler
Legislative Director
Office of U.S. Senator Bemie Sanders
202-224-5141 - Office
202-228-0776 - Fax
peter_tyler@sanders.senate.gov

3/9/2007

mailto:peter_tyler@sanders.senate.gov
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H ie Honorable Senator Inouye   w. Fax® { S I tSm S I722 Hart Building, , r‘ •Washington, D,C,; ?()510-1102 www.int.mmceon.uitin9.con1

SenatorJbibuy^, ___ T. . •' : _1

I jyas delighted to learn that you sponsored a bill (S2296) extending the study o f a prior 
cbnunission to investigate/determine facts and circumstances surrounding the relocation, 
internment, and deportation o f Latin Americans o f Japanese background.
I  want to immediate],)! offer jay  assistance regarding any investigation, research, etc.; into 
this amazing historical event. In 2002, Praeger-Greenwood published my book on this 
specific Top Secret Government program you are investigating. My twelve years o f 
research revealed the ultimate aim o f this program was the removal o f all o f Japanese 
ancestry from the hemisphere. l*m sure you would agree this dramatically adds to the 
drama and intrigue o f this historicakevieiiti-""''-': '  ̂ '• •’ •- * .+  ̂ ^

/  _i :N' 1I still have contact with many o f the Peruvian Japanese -  and they are, frankly, an 
amazing group., I have interviewed several and speht days eating, drinking tea, and  ̂
sporifciiig'with them. In late 2002 ,1 was also privileged to participate in their 60th 
Anniversary Observation o f their train ride from New Orleans (where they entered the 
US in 1942) to San Antonio, TX and onto Crystal City.
Please feel free to have your staff contact me as 1 feel I can greatly enhance your research 
capability and knowledge o f the program. As a consultant, I do not work regular office 
hours so please do not hesitate to contact me any time at the enclosed number, on my 
cell, 561-792-0453, or by email, tconneIl@interIinkconsuIting.coin.

Thomas Crmttgfl, PhD 
President

C R O S S -C U L T U R A L  C O M M U N IC A TIO N S

6 0 0 / 2 0 0 ® XVJ 6 2 : 9 1  2 . 0 0 2 / 9 0 / LO

Ẑ&mnesrregards,

http://www.int.mmceon.uitin9.con1
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