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STATEMENT OF U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA 
COMMEMORATION OF THE DESIGNATION OF MIDWAY ATOLL 

AS A NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Aboard the Battleship Missouri Memorial 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii

June 2, 2001

Aloha and Good morning! Thank you, Dick [Rodby]. Senator Helms asked 
that I be certain to convey his regards to you and his fondness for your “Happy 
Cake.”

Admiral Smith, General Stackpole, Colonel Lucius, Captain Linzey, Mr. 
Martinez, Dr. D’Angelo, honored guests and friends, I am honored to be here this 
morning on board this historic battleship to commemorate the designation of 
Midway Atoll as a national memorial.

It is a great privilege for me to be in the company of veterans of the Battle 
of Midway. You have served your country well, with the greatest bravery and 
fortitude, and the designation of Midway Atoll as a national memorial is long 
overdue recognition of the intrepid valor of a badly outnumbered American naval 
force and the supreme sacrifice made by your fallen comrades. You richly 
deserve our admiration and gratitude.

Indeed, gentlemen, one of the most cherished awards I have received 
during my 24 years of service in Congress is the Midway Medal presented to me 
as part of a memorable evening at the Army-Navy Club a few years ago. I am 
truly honored to possess this commendation. The inscription on the medal 
concisely describes why we are gathered today: “For incredible victory based on 
the principle of calculated risk” and “in honor of the gallant men who were 
responsible.”

As we gather today, stirred by the echoes of history in this solemn and 
consecrated place, let us offer prayerful reflection and tribute to all those who 
have responded to our Nation’s call in times of need.
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It was wonderful to hear previous speakers share the firsthand accounts 
and remembrances, along with the historical perspective on the Battle of Midway 
as the turning point in the war in the Pacific and the end of the Imperial Japanese 
Navy’s offensive capability. I am always amazed when I consider the proposition 
that an outnumbered United States Navy force of 29 ships and other Armed 
Forces units outmaneuvered and defeated an Imperial Japanese Navy contingent 
of 350 ships.

The Battle of Midway is one of the most significant naval engagements in 
American, indeed, world military history. Today the Midway Atoll National 
Memorial, joins the Arizona Memorial, the U.S.S. Missouri, the Iwo Jima 
monument, and all of our nation’s great war memorials, as a reminder to this and 
future generations that the price of freedom can be very dear indeed.

As a veteran of World War II who served in the Pacific arena, I know 
firsthand the significance of Midway and other Pacific island sites our Armed 
Forces fought hard to protect and secure. I have visited many of these sites, 
including Midway, and remember the obstacles encountered in ensuring that 
other significant sites were properly memorialized on Guam and the Northern 
Marianas. It is from such experience that I have the greatest respect for the 
leadership of Senator Jesse Helms, who fought to ensure that the Battle of 
Midway not pass into the haze of history.

I am proud to have worked with my friend, the senior Senator from North 
Carolina, to have Midway Atoll designated as a National Memorial to the Battle of 
Midway. For over five years, Senator Jesse Helms was resolute in his labor to 
honor the courageous Americans who fought and died at that battle, and to 
protect the historically significant structures there which are part of our nation’s 
heritage.

Senator Helms and I are not members of the same party, and we seldom 
vote alike, but he is dear friend. I admire his tenacity, the courage of his 
convictions, and his abiding love of country.

I would be remiss not to take a moment to acknowledge a few people who 
worked very hard to establish this memorial. The late Admiral James “Bud” 
Nance worked alongside Senator Helms on this memorial until his death in 1999. 
Admiral Nance assigned one of his brightest staffers, Garrett Grigsby, the 
responsibility for monitoring progress on the memorial. Garrett worked closely
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with Esther Kiaaina, who was on my staff at the time, on legislation we introduced 
in the 105th and 106th Congresses which lead to the designation of the Midway 
National Memorial we commemorate today.

None of this would have been possible without the involvement and 
commitment of the International Midway Memorial Foundation, foundation 
trustees Admiral Thomas Moorer and Dick Rodby, and the director of the 
foundation, Dr. James D’Angelo, whose passion and dedication continually drove 
the designation process forward.

In 1997, Midway Atoll was transferred from the U.S. Navy to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. This created a unique situation where we have a hallowed 
battle site along with an important wildlife refuge.

On Midway Atoll, I believe that we have an obligation to properly 
commemorate the Battle of Midway, while also preserving the environment. I 
encourage the Fish and Wildlife Service to continue working with the National 
Park Service, the International Midway Memorial Foundation, veterans groups, 
and environmental groups to make this a reality.

While I appreciate the work of our national wildlife refuge system, the 
historical significance of the Battle of Midway during World War II must not be 
forgotten in the preservation of historical sites on Midway Atoll and the 
recognition of the sacrifices made there. That is why I fought for the designation 
of Midway Atoll as a National Memorial. The Midway National Memorial is the 
best way to honor and commemorate the heroism and sacrifices made by the 
United States Navy in defense of our country. Our responsibility is to maintain 
and protect Midway’s exceptional legacy: its eternal significance to our victory in 
the Second World War, its historic sites and its natural resources.

We must encourage innovative solutions in the management of Midway 
Atoll to ensure that all veterans know that our country will forever remember their 
service to this great nation. I know that I, as a member of the Senate 
Subcommittee on National Parks, Historic Preservation, and Recreation, along 
with Senator Helms and other Members of Congress, will continue to do what we 
can to make sure that this happens.
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Just as December 7, 1941, is a day which will live in infamy, so shall June 
4, 1942, endure as a testament to the gallantry and heroism of the American spirit 
as exemplified by the men who fought and died in the Battle of Midway.

Thank you very much.

God bless and keep you all.
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