
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

May 22, 1943

Dear Mrs. Higashioka:

I received your letter of May 14, and having 
had a translation made of it, I now reply.

The facts are not quite clear with reference 
as to what has taken place in your son's transfer. You 
mention that he was taken into the Army on April 19, but 
was that 1942 or 1943? Also, the translator did not 
quite make out where your son was studying meteorology.

His transfer to the 442nd Infantry at Camp 
Shelby, instead of being classified as being discrimina­
tion against him, should be considered a commendation 
for him. That unit is a combat unit destined to engage 
in combat, and only those Japanese Americans who are 
considered particularly loyal and capable are assigned 
to it. I feel sure that with his university training 
he will have an opportunity for qualifying as a candi­
date for Officer Candidate School. I cannot help but 
believe that as soon as your son appreciates the im­
portance of the unit to which he belongs, he will be 
appreciative of the transfer having been made. There is 
no disposition on the part of the Army to discriminate 
against our Japanese American soldiers, and the War De­
partment has seen to it that the privileges accorded to 
any other soldier has been accorded to these men.

On your own behalf, may I congratulate you for 
having a son in the Army, and offer the War Department’s 
commendation for your efforts to bring him up as an 
American citizen.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM P. SCOBEY 
Colonel, General Staff

Executive

Mrs. Higashioka 
Block 219-7-A 
Poston, Arizona



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Block 219-7-A 
Poston, Arizona 
May 14, 1943

Colonel William P. Scobey
War Department General Staff,
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

My son was inducted into the Army on April 19 at Fort Sill,
”K*

Oklahoma. Subsequently, , he was sent from Fort Sill to the Ki L JI uu?) 

Field Barracks in Mississippi to study meteorology, but after one 

week his superior officer had him transferred to the Combat Unit from 

Hawaii saying that he was a Japanese. In spite of the fact that 

Commandant Stephens has said that no American citizen will be dis­

criminated against in the Army, my son has received discriminatory 

treatment just because he is of the Japanese race. As his mother,

I regret very much that my son has been transferred from (Kesatsu)
"Sera"(?)

Field to Camp xxx. 

My son lived in Japan for ten years and returned to this country

on August 13, 1927. I have brought him up as an American citizen and 

at the time of his induction he was in the third year at the Tulsa 

University in Oklahoma. I am very glad that my son is in the United 

States Army. However, I extremely regret that my son, an American

citizen and an American soldier should be discriminated against

as a Japanese and be sent to Camp (Sera?). As his mother I ask you 

to treat him as an American and to have him returned to his former 

assignment at (Kesatsu?), Field. Please send me a reply. 

Very truly yours,

Shigeru’s mother

As I cannot write very well in English, I have written this letter

in Japanese. Please have someone read it to you. I have also sent

a letter to  9Kesatsu) Field in Mississippi.


