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 COMMEMORATE NATIONAL GO FOR BROKE DAY WITH THE 100TH/442D 
SOLDIERS ON SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2022 

As announced on their official Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/100thbattalion442dinfantryregim

ent), the U.S. Army Reservists of the 100th Battalion, 

442d Infantry Regiment would like to invite everyone 

to join them in celebrating National Go For Broke Day 

in commemoration of the legacy of those who came 

before them. As it is intended to be a Family Day, why 

not bring the whole family to celebrate our Japanese 

American World War II veterans?    

The National Go For Broke Day commemoration  

will be held on Sunday, April 3, 2022 from 1:00 pm 

to 5:00 pm at Fort Shafter Flats PT Field which is the 

field right outside the 100th/442d building at Fort 

Shafter Flats.  The address there is 1550 Suehiro 

Road, Honolulu, HI  96819.   

Several 100th members are planning to attend so 

look for some familiar faces in the crowd.  Mahalo to 

BRYCE KAINA for providing me with the details 

and for the warning that the soldiers will be coming to 

the event straight from the field so most will be 

wearing the perfume of ñhard workò when they get    
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there! 

GO FOR BROKE:  ARMY UNITôS MOTTO 
NOW A NATIONAL DAY  

U.S. D   D   
www.defense.gov/News/Feature-Stories/story/Article/1805390/

go-for-broke-army-units-motto-now-a-national-day/   

(April 4, 2019) 
 

Every year, April 5 is celebrated as National "Go 

For Broke" Day, derived from a saying thatôs known 

to mean "wager everything." "Go For Broke" also 

happens to be the motto of one of the most decorated 

units in U.S. military history, the Armyôs 442nd 

Regimental Combat Team, and theyôre likely the 

reason why this celebrated day exists.  

The 442nd RCT was a segregated World War II 

unit made up entirely of Americans of Japanese 

ancestry, which was a big deal since they were barred 

from military service at the start of the conflict due to 

fears stemming from the Pearl Harbor attack. Japanese 

Americans, known as Nisei, couldnôt enlist in the 

armed forces, and hundreds of thousands of them were 

relocated into internment camps out of distrust.  

But many Nisei still wanted to serve America. 

They were eventually able to do so through the 100th 

Infantry Battalion, the 1399th Engineer Construction 

Battalion, the Military Intelligence Service, and the 

442nd RCT ð which became the most decorated 

military unit of its size and length of service.  

The 442nd RCT was activated February 1, 1943, 

and was composed of Nisei men who had volunteered 

from Hawaii and internment camps on the mainland. 

They trained at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, before 

deploying to Italy in June 1944, where they joined in 

combat with the 100th Infantry Battalion ð the first 

Nisei Army unit to be activated in the war.  

 Earning Accolades 

In the following two months, the 

442nd RCT earned nine Distinguished 

Service Crosses, while the 100th earned 

three. By mid-August, the 100th 

officially became part of the 442nd 

RCT. Thatôs when "go for 

broke" became their motto. 

The men of the 442nd RCT fought 

so well that, in September 1944, they 

were reassigned to the invasion of southern France 

under the 7th Army and took part in the drive into the 

Vosges Mountains. During four weeks that fall, they 

liberated Bruyeres and Biffontaine and also rescued a 

battalion that had been cut off from its division.  

For several more months, the 442nd RCT guarded 

the French/Italian border. By March 1945, they were 

again reassigned, this time to the 5th Army and the Po 

Valley campaign, where they were attached to the 

92nd Infantry Division, an all African American unit. 

Together, they helped drive the Germans out of 

northern Italy.  

In their two years of service, the 442nd RCT and 

the 100th IB, before it joined the 442nd, earned 7 

Presidential Unit Citations, 2 Meritorious Service 

Plaques, 36 Army Commendation Medals and 87 

Division Commendations. 

Individual soldiers were awarded 18,000 

decorations, including 21 Medals of Honor, 29 

Distinguished Service Crosses, 560 Silver Stars, 4,000 

Bronze Stars, 22 Legion of Merit medals, 15 Soldierôs 

Medals and nearly 9,500 Purple Hearts. 

The units lost 650 men, more than 3,700 were 

wounded in action, and 67 were declared missing in 

action.  

Success on Many Fronts 

Because of the 442nd RCTôs success, the draft 

was reinstated in the internment camps back home, 

and several other battalions and companies were 

incorporated into it. 

The 442nd RCT was demobilized and inactivated 

about a year after World War II ended. Many of the 

men who served in the 442nd went on to have 

distinguished careers in science, higher education and 

government. 

For their heroic actions in combat and steadfast 

loyalty in the face of ethnic discrimination, more than 

450 Japanese American soldiers of World War II were 

honored in December 2011 with the Congressional 

Gold Medal, the highest civilian award for 

service given out by the U.S.  It seems 

they certainly lived by their motto. 

 But why choose April 5 to become 

"Go For Broke" Day? It was on April 5, 

1945, that the 442nd RCTôs first Medal of 

Honor recipient, Pfc. SADAO 

MUNEMORI, was killed in action near 

Seravezza, Italy.  (PPP Editorôs Note:  

Sadao Munemori served with Able 

Company of the 100th.  He was not only the first AJA 

to receive the MOH but the only one to receive it 

immediately following World War II).    



DA PRESIDENTôS MONTHLY MONKU by A  K  
 

Another month of COVID-19.  Hope that all of you are doing fine especially with many less restrictions. 

On March 26th, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team 

celebrated their 79th Anniversary of their formation.  It was a 

nice event at Hale Ikena at Fort Shafter.  Five veterans 

attended including our own 100th veteran JACK 

NAKAMURA of Baker Company.  (Photo on the right is of 

Jack Nakamura with his son, ALAN NAKAMURA.  Photo 

on the left is of Hawaii GOVERNOR DAVID IGE with a 

framed photo of his father, 100th veteran TOKIO IGE of 

Able Company.  Bottom photo is of Governor Ige and Hawaii 

First Lady DAWN AMANO-IGE, who is the daughter of 

100th veteran SAKUJI AMANO of Able Company with Jack 

Nakamura and 

World War II 

veterans of the 

442nd RCT.  All 

photographs by 

Ann and Clyde).   

My husband 

CLYDE 

SUGIMOTO and I 

were able to go to 

Maui and visit the 

Nisei Veterans 

Memorial Center 

(NVMC) and the 

new STAN  

IZUMIGAWA  
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Resource Center.    

It was so nice to see Executive Director DEIDRE 

TEAGARDEN,  Research Archivist MELANIE 

AGRABANTE, FLOYD NAGOSHI and President of the 

Maui Sons and Daughters of the Nisei Veterans LEONARD 

OKA again.  I got to meet a few of their volunteers too.  Their 

exhibit is all about the Interment in Maui.  So very interesting.  

The Izumigawa Resource Center is so very nice and is being 

used for many different events.  (PPP Editorôs Note:  Mahalo to 

Melanie Agrabante for the bottom photo of Ann and Clyde in 

front of the current NVMC exhibit Internment:  Stories from 

Maui).   

At the new portion of the Airport there is a nice display of 

DANIEL INOUYEôs senate office  

Letôs hope that 2022 gets much better for all of us!!!   

Please take good care and stay safe and well!! 

   HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER 
NEWS by J  S   

 

DOT TAMASHIRO 

would like to say a HUGE 

thank you for visiting her 

while she was at Hale 

Pulama Mau and bringing 

all the goodies. She is 

very thankful and appreciative.  As of March 

23, she will be moving to another facility.  

As of this writing, I havenôt found out where 

sheôll moving to but will be getting in touch 

with her soon.  Contact me if you want more 

information.  Iôve been sitting on the Board 

as Headquarters/Medics representative and 

now truly appreciate Dot Tamashiroôs 

representing us all these past years.  Thank 

you so much, Mrs. Tamashiro, for all youôve 

done for us!!! 

As you know by now, the 80th 

Anniversary Committee is planning to 

deliver gifts to veterans on June 12.  We 

have not been able to get in touch with the 

family of YUKITSUGU NISHIMURA 

(Company A).  If you happen to know him or 

his family, please either let me know or ask 

the family to get in touch with us.   Weôd 

love to include him in our list.   

At our last Headquarters/Medics 

meeting, we agreed that it would be nice to 

get together now that it seems the COVID 

numbers are manageable.  If you would like 

to help coordinate this to make it happen, 

please let me know.  I could use the help! 


