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Marianas ! 50+ NATIONS STUDY OF ISLANDS BEGINS 

Koror, Palau, Western Caroline Islands -~ November 16 -- Re- 

knowned biologists from Great Britain, Japan, New Zealand, Jamaica, 

and the United Statin arrived today for a week-long meeting on the 

conservation of Pacific Islands at the Trust Territory of the Pacif- 

- ie Islands eptamology laboratory in Koror. Discussions will center 

- On research concerning islands largely untouched by man-made changes 

and the techniques for preservation of these islands for future 

scientific study. 3 : 

The meeting is under the eats of the International Biological 

ie Program (IBP) which is coordinating fifty nations! studies of bio- 

WEL TILE ewig environments. Mr, E, Max Nicholson, “the. chnvenar of the 

- Seumbnebies en tocol seetigtey wackian of IBP,said the 

primary objective of the technical meeting is to examine the avail- 

able data and to undertake major fant of selection with a view to 

astenliihine which of the Pacific oceanic islands appear best to 

méet thesrbasenst scientific requirements for their permanent con- 

servation. 

Chairman of the meeting is Dr, F.R. Fosberg-of the Smithsonian 

Institution, A nictentias and pekueeestianket he will report. on 

the mn neti islands of the Papifie. Sir Maurice Yenge of Glasgow 

University, Scotland, @ leading authority on coral reefs will present 

MORE  



50; NATIONS STUDY OF ISLANDS BEGINS - Page 2 

papers on the productivity and conservation of these reefs. Sir Maurice 

is scientific coordinator of the productivity of Marine Communities 

section of IBP which is concerned with waters close to shore rather than 

open ocean, He is best known for his studies of Australia's great 

barrier reef. 

Other scientisterat the meeting are professor Vernon E, Brock, of 

the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology; Professor Lucius G, Eldredge, 

University of Guam; Dr. Maxwell S. Doty, a Botanist from the University 

of Hawaii; Professor T.F. Goreau from the University of the West Indies; 

Professor S. Kawaguti of Okayama University, Japan; Professor G,. A. 

Knox from the University of Canterbury, New Zealand; Professor S. Motoda 

Hokkaido University, Japan; Dr. M. Numata, Chiba University, Japan; Mr. 

Robert P. Owen, Staff Entomologist and Conservation Officer, Trust Ter- 

ritory; Dr. Lee M, Talbot, Smithsonian Institution; Professor J. W. Wells 

of Cornell University; Mr. Peter T. Wilson, Fisheries Management Biologist, 

Trust Territory; and Miss Brenda Bishop of the Pacific Science Association, 

Hawaii. Interestingly enough, Professor Motoda worked at the Japanese 

Palau tropical biological station in the late forties, 

The meeting this week was convened by the conservation of terrestrial 

communities and productivity of Marine Communities sections of the In- 

ternational Biological Program. IBP is an International Cooperative Plan 

of Research on the Biological Basis of Productivity and Human Welfare, 

Inspired by the International Geogphysicali:Year (IGY). 

The IBP is a five year program whereby fifty or more countries are 

cooperating in studying large biological systems. A special committee 
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