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United States Senate

MEMORANDUM

a draft of the HEA speech,

95 19664

you look it over to see if I
the right track -- before you

I'm not: trhogh with it.




33
For years no one considered that teachers might brmle sftrike.

Not only is it expressly forbidden in the contracts teachers sign, but the
teachers themselves have considered striking out:'side the activities permitted
by the ethics of their profession.

Now all of it seems to be changing. In the decade from 1956 to 1966,
the teacher's strike tally was only 36. But since last September it is close
to 100, and according to the National Education Association, before the
end of this year there may be 300. There has been a state-wide strike in
Florida. Area strikes occurred in San Francisco, Albuquerque and
Philadelphia, and marches took place on the capitals of Pennsylvania,

and
Oklahoma, Louisiana, Idahe, Delaware,/Colorado. District of @Gumbia

teachers even marched on the Nation's Capitol.

The long established assumption that teachers perform a function

vital to the health and safety of the peop1<has been"abandoned) We enter

an era which calls for a new assessment of roles, not only by the teacher
with respect to his profession and his employer, but also by the employer
with respect to the teaching profession.

Fhecproblamcbecaomas What shall be our guidelines for the
future? First, I do not think that merely because something happens, it
must continue to happen. Because teachers, policemen, firemen and other

municipal and civil service employees choose to follow the practice of


































