
PUBLISHED BY, THli NATIONAL OFFICE OF· MASS ME DIA 
THE PHILIPPINE FEDERATION OF CATIIOLIC BROADCASTeRS 

2307 HEIi.RAN, STA. ANA 
P.O. aox 3169, MANILA 
PHILIPPINES ' 

PHILIPPINE RESEAr.CH /P.ESOURtE Fife TELEPHONE: 58-48-28 • 59-7641 
59,41-76 • 59-76-14 

£NTER£D AS SECOND CLASS MAIL 

NOVEMBER B, 1972, MAN ILA . WE DNESDAY, APRI L 16, 1975 
· Volume Thre~ 

Numbc-r Twcnty-F:vt' 

SILAYAN I 
by 

Patrick Declan Coyle, S.S.C. 

,:, On the northwes t coast of Luzon, washed by the 
China Sea, is the province of Zambales. 

* Lying in the typhoon belt, Zambales is ravaged by 
strong tropical rains and hurricane winds. 

* B1;l Jwm1111 l ife, i11 Z n111l>n/es, is deva.~tat etl all year 
ro 1111cl /Jy -man h im self. 

'' This devastation is centered in Olongapo City, with 
a J>Opulation of 200,000 people. 

* Oln11un11n h11 s 1!)3 11ir1hf, c/11 /,,q, 10!) re,qf rnm 111 /s, 11ml 

94 hotels - most of th em edu c In crlue. 

,:, 16,000 hos tesses, and prostitutes, work in Olongapo. 
About 8,000 of these are licensed. 

* T II .J r1ir ls w ho n rc l icr11scd are c.r11111focrl c11cry wee /;, 
f or vc nercnl d iHc<tsr:. · Th ey c<tl"l'IJ car ds, t o prove 
tlwl t hey a.re clca 11, 

• 8,000 girls are free-lance operators. 
belong to any special night club. 
through the streets. 

They do not 
They wander 

* Just beside Olongapo City is Subic Bay - one of 
the deepest natural harbors in the world. 

* Olul ,!J CI J)o City /tus ll lw ue A-mer icllll llllV<l l base. 

• During the Vietnam war, Olongapo was declared a 
"Rest and Recreation Center" for the Pacific Fleet. 

* In 1966, an average of 193 ships visikd Olonga110 
every month. 

'~ / 11 tlwt yra,·, th e sh ips cn rl'ird 11 t otal f l r1•/ pnp11/n­
ti, ,11 of 3 ,792,:!113 - all 111 r 11 . 

" In 1972, over three million navy men passed through 
the main gate of the base, on liberty - an average 
of 9,000 a day. 

* On one Saturday, when two aircraft carriers were 
in the harhor, and a number of other navy ships, 
the men received not only their .normal salary, but 
back.pay, which had been delayed. 

• On that dny, 990,000 dnllnrs passr.<I 1>11er the tal>/c,q 
of 1h r. 1m !J111a .~ f r. r s -i11 /o th e ham/s of the 111 r. 11 . Th is 
is rr/mos/ s1·111·11 111 ill io11 711,,qos, 

* By Monday morning, much of this money was left 
in Olongapo. 

"' A 1r eek-ei1ri, h t th is l i ttle town, is big business . 

• But morality is not the only problem in Znmbales. 

* There are other major concerns: 
Th e riuht of t lt c 1>eop /c l o p a r t iciJmte in de­
cisio11s w h ich a jj'ect th eir l ives. 

1'he e~·ploit atio11 of t he ·poor. 

T he acc1111111/a lio11 oj wrn lf/1 b!f /h t: cl ub 011•11 • 

er,q, c111 d by t he lua11 slw r/;s, ll l l it e e.r1ie11se 
of m any. 
S lave ry . 

* The catch phrase in Olongnpo is: 

" ll'e serve the hot test !}ii'ls with t h~ co ldest 
heel' in t own!" 

* The or1?anized dc-vnstation in Zambnles involves 
justice. It involves the dignity. of man. 



• Yuu mui:1t ::ioc th11 city in concentric clrclet1 - fir~t 
the heart of the town, then the back streets, and 
then the outskirts. 

• On the main street of Olongapo - on a hot tropical 
night - you are deafened by the nightclub music. 

* The blinking neon lights promise pleas111·e - th'l 
fastest, and the greatest. 

" In the doonrnys are pretty girls with painted faces, 
and long red nails, smoking. They wear brief, 
tight clothing and high-heeled boots. 

* They call out, hu~kily, in an accent which is half-
American: 

"Hey, Joe! You like to enjoy - f0r a short 
time? 
Frie11dship, 011ly! 
No re.,po11sibilities.' 
Come 011 . Let's go!" 

• Their chant is: 

"We love sailors -
on their pa.y-da.y !' ' 

* In the back alleys, and in the side streets, you eee 
girls who are not so pretty. 

• There you find out what ''No reRponsibilities!" really 
means. 

(, You see tile woman with the bent wire - made out 
of n coat-hanger - and two little bamboo stick~ 
doing abortions. ' 

* Sh'J is cheap. And she will keep her mouth shut. 

* On the outskirts of Ute city, cluste-red in colonies, 
nre the huts or the squatters. 

* T~iy heard that there was easy money ill Olongapo. 
So thc11 came. 

• But the money did not come easily. For some, it 
never came at nil . 

* A family comes down the hill, headlng for the 
church. The father is carrying the body of his two• 
year-old baby, wr:tpped In yesterday's newspaper. 

• Th'l priest asks: "What 1lappe11ed to your balw?'' 

" "He was sick ... iu the head .. . and {11 the stom­
ach . .. H e is our fourth chi/cl to die . .. It is God's 
will." 

The priest says: "But why did you 11ot come soo11cr? 
I cuuld have give11 you 111 edici11e!" 

* "Fother, we crre aslrn111 ecl.'' 

• Th:i problem of the poor in Zamblllea ill a problent 
of injustice and of exploilation, in many forms . . 

''' Tbe .Columban 1''athe~ ln Zambule:s know the dJC.fs­
cultie.. of working at the grassroots level, within the 
culture of poverty. 

0 They nre torn between being too involved, and too 
detached. 

>1< When ycm arc totally immersed ill poverty, you ab­
sorb the holpless11ess, a.11d the hopelessness, of the 
poor. 

• The temptation is to say: 

"The p1·oblem is too big. 
It has been here for too long. 
This is a way of life. 
Accept it. Live with it. 
Yon can't do anything about i t ." 

~ The young priest prays. H.e listens to the people. 
He tries to Malyze the problem. Then he acts. 

"' llfy.<elf, I chose radio as a m edium. B ecause it is 
the most common form of comm1111icatio1i in the 
third world. And it is the cheapest. 

• Many of the poor cau read. But they don't. They 
listtn! There is a transistor radio, even in the squat­
ter's shack. He buys that radio, even when he can 
not bny food. 

* i\lany of the poor do not go to church. They nre 
ashamed. But they listen, at home, in the dark. 

,, They do not ha·vc electric ligh ts. But they do have 
bCLtleries, for the transistor. 

The girls in the night clubs listen, during their off 
hours. One holy old priest - who knows more 
about Fiiipina hostesses than any sailor in Olongapo 
- eaid: 

"Th1·ough that tra11sistor, yo1t get to the peo­
ple that we coulcl never 1·each, before!" 

• Rudio has become my own particular apostolnte, for 
human development. 

* 1 listen to people. I see the problems, and drama. 
tize them. · 

"' A 11i11etec-n yewr old girl came to Olonga,po from the 
pl'Ovinces. Then she recruited her sister, who wos 
sixteen. The little siste1· became pregnant, 1ue11t ii1to 
th~ back alleys for an abortion, and died. F'or two 
11.:ars the elde1· sister pretc11ded - to her parents -
t/111,t the girl was sti ll alive. Until tha parents came 
to Olongapo ... 

• · Thi~ is straight, fnctual history. But it is also clrnma. 

,;, The girl was tortured, by these thoughts: 

"I am guilty of 11wrrlcri11r1 my sister. 

My pa,·ents w ill 11ever for11ive we. 

God will 11ever fo1·gi-ve me. 

I 11111 tla11111rd, f"rever." 

• This id when the hO!!Let!:1 turn!! to ulcohol, or to drub'!!, 
or drinks poison in the bathroom. 

* I get the leaders of the community to think about 
these problems, then try to find ways and means 
of helping the people to help themselves. 

* Thus far, I think I have done this much: 

Exposure of social problems on mass media. 

Presentation of the way people think in 01011-
gapo - their attitudes and values. 

Reflection, on the part of the people: they see 
themselves, in the drama, as they never did 
before. 

I have started a ca'ssette revolution. I recorct 
th.e programs that people li/ce most. Then 1 
talce the cassette recordings to the barrios, and 
to the squatter areas, a11d play them for little 
groups of about 30 - farm ers, fishermen, 
squatters. 

Act-ion, in the tow11. 

Educa.t-ion, for 111y.~elf. 

• When I sny action, I mean things like this: 

From ow· rcspons1:ble parenthood pro­
r,ranimcs, a woman discove1·ed ways of plan-
1U:11r, her family, through 11atural 11icthods, 
w hich left her at peace with her conscience. 

Now she has started a resvo11siblc parenthood 
progra:mme -in her own barrio. 

A man, who was bcin,q victimized by a loan 
shcu·J,,, di.~covcred a credit mii011. 

After two pro11rmm11es on abortion, we re­
ccivecl an avalanche of 1·espo11se f1·om our 
listeners, asking for medical i11formatio11. It 
is a common belief, amoug old barrio women, 
that a fet-us is "blood 011ly." 

~ When I sny education, fo1· myself, I menn : 

I learned that the painted hostess, sm.01w1r, 
i11 the doorway, is the only support of her 
family. 

She is sending seven 11ou11ger brothers and 
sisters to school. 

She does 11ot want a11y of her sisters to become 
like lw-r. 

She can 'llot leave her job, out of a sense of 
respo'llsibility to her brothers ancl sisters. 

"' I know, now, that the poor only see immediate, short­
range benefits. Th~y can not plnn for a dis tant 
future. They have no hope for the future. Their 
concern Ls only for today. Tomorrow may never 
come. 

* That ~ -why the iudwidual 11i.e111ber of a gro1tJJ -
in his poverty - grasps at personal be11eft.~, sa.ui­
ficing the good of the group. Destitution pres:,es you 
into thinki11g ouly of your own needs, ;-ight he,·,, 
right n ow, today, this minute! 

• Long range planning is a luxury of those who arc 
rich. 

'-' I have nine radio programmes on the air, over thre-e 
stations, in Olongapo. Three of the programml!:i 
are daily; the other six are weekly. The shows are 
in two languages: Tagalog and Iloc.'lno. 

* The programme that I produce myself is callee/ 
Silayan. This mea11s: "to •hed light, to britig hope.'' 

* It rose out of the pleudings of parents. They wanted 
to share their problems on the hardships of raising a 
family in Olongapo. 

* Silayan is now required homework in all the hi~h 
schools of the city! 

" 011c b11 011e, the high school J)ri11ciµals a1·e a.ppen r­
inft as [I nest s pea.ke rs. 

~ Now, instead of saying: 

"Turn off that radio a11d do yo1l1' homework!'' 

. the parents in Olongapo are saying to their children: 

"T·urn on that radio and do yo1tr /1 0111.ewo1·k!" 

* The whole network of Colum,ban schools, in the pro­
vince of Zambalcs, are now linked by rndio. 

'-' 0-vcr tlic past thirty years, a large 11art of th e e.fJnrt 
of the Col11m ba11s in Zambalcs ·was cha1111eled into 
/mi/cling schools. 

* These are the two ways in which we knew how lo 
work with people: 

Pa1·ishe11 

Sclwols 

• w~ hoped that exploitation could be stopp~ by 
educating the people - and, in general, this principli! 
is valid. 

* We built a high school in every town. 

* Thi! Filipino children receive diplomas 1L'ith all th e 
glamour of a11 A111e1·i.ca.11 graduation. 

* lt'l fact, at graduation time, even the music is the 
same: Pomp and Circumstance! 

• Th.:! parishes provide the hard core of our work. The 
schools arc the ladder , by which the <'hildren climb 
out of the morass of po,·ertr. 

,:, But high school brings n special s tnlw.. It lleparutes 
tho 11tudent from the rank nnd tile er the poor. 



• The young adults of Zambalc:i find it hnrd to com­
municnte with the poor. 

• One poor squatter said: 

' ' D11 ri 11r1 i-11w/io,1 . //rnsc '//0 /1 1/fJ people wn/1; 011 r 
street.~ 'll' i llt ·uplifted chi,18, 1111<1 eyes half ­
c/osed. 'l'hey are JJrOJI(/ , And ·i t lmrts us !" 

• Some parents say to their chil<ken: 

" Do 11ot m fa· with l it e 7I,o or . }011 w ill h:11n, /)(le/ 
111 1111 1,ers. You 11 ,il/ co me r11uc1y speak i 11y like 
t hem - -in bad la11 g11ayc!" 

• Ilut all our radio programmes say: 

" Go t o 1hr 7w nr! 

(; r t l o lm on• th r m.' 

I.ca n, f r om lh r m! 

'l' r11 lo hr lp t hr m !'' 

• We try to wake the rich - so that they will sud. 
denly see that they have n rent personal responsibil­
ity for their neighbor. 

* IV~ fry l o r 11r01Ira_qr / hr 111101-. wh o l//ll 'r a11 ·iufcrior­
-ity c1111171 /r ~·. f r om 11car.s of 071pres.~im1. 

• The poor expect other people to make decisions for 
them. We refuse to do this, on radio. · We re­
fuse to do this, in small group meetings. 

* We use the broadcasting studio - nnd the small 
group in the shack, gathered around the cassette 
recorder - to help the poor speak their own minds, 
to create their own world. 

• With full awareness of how the people in Zambales 
really live - nnd taking into account all the sordid 
details - we have plunged into two more fields : 

'l'lt e r adio t1JJ Os/o late, 

1'hc cnsset tc apostolatc. 

* We start from the ground up - ·from the needs of 
the people, their immediate problems here nnd now, 
their hopes, their dreams. 

"' 11'-: e01rnider !h e pn,1, /ems of /h e 11ro.9 fit 11t e, tlw c/11/J 
owucr , th e ,qq1111/l cr , th e u11 11 11 111 11 u, th e lh o11sa11tl.~ 
of God's children who liuc i11 th is e,w irom11e11t. 

• I mimeogmphed a description of Silayan, for the 
people of Olongapo: 

Asia Is young. Asia is poor. Problems 
abound among the poor and the young. Es. 
pecially in Olongapo City, where East meets 
West. 

ll'hat a meeti11y ! 

Surrounded by night clubs, and instant sex -
heat and serve - n young adult has problems, 
especially if he is poor. 

This is Silay:m - the problems of the hos­
tess, of the illegitimate child, of drugs, nf 
poverty, of pick-pockets, of hustlers, of rust• 
Jers, of the retarded, of responsihle parent. 
hood, of the po1mlation explosion, of court. 
ship, of love in marriage, of love without mar­
riage. 

E'ach 11 ,·0 /1/r m is c/,·1111111/i,, ed fo r /.wcnt y 111i11 -

11 tes. · 1'/tc straight t ru th . O11r life us i t i s. 

Then a panel of experts share theil· knowledge, 
their wisdom, their experience, with the listen­
ers. 

We try to hel11 people to face their own prob­
lems. 

IJ/r g/a rl 1irop /e 0,1 lit e long, ,q /ow jo 11 r11ey 
home. 

No one can solve a problem if he does not 
know what it is, if he does not want to solve 
it, if he does not believe t hat it can be solved. 

In a world that is trying to escape from real­
ity, in a world bombarded by false commer­
cials promoting hollow happiness, Silayan 
promotes the responsible confrontation of 
problems, and strong <;hristinn hope. 

Se ll(/ 11011 r vroblems to: 

SILAYAN 

c/o DWHL 

8 ·Kessing Street 

Olongapo City 2201 

Phili11pines 

Fa ther Pa trick Dcdan Coyh• iR a young Irish 
Colnmhan, assigned mi n J>nrish 11riest in Zam. 
!mies. His personal address is: 

Rei>. D ec/cm Colf/c, S.S.C. 

Cnthol ic C/111reh 

Sun A 11 to11io 2209 

Zc111ibales 


