machine, core drillers, cooling water reservoir, etc.) is cur-
rently underway and has taken longer than anticipated. Fur-
thermore, the selected equipment will have to be transported
from mainland Chile to the island and alternative transporta-
tion systems have to be investigated to keep the budget of this
interim mission within a reasonable amount. It is hoped that
this second mission will take place before mid-year 1997.
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Great Neck, NY, December 9th, 1996

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

Please allow me to correct a couple of minor matters in Jo
Anne Van Tilburg’s article on the transporting of statues,
Rapa Nui Journal, Vol. 10(4), footnote 3.

Although it is no doubt that the Fijian drua (double
canoe) was the largest and finest traditional vessel in the
Pacific, and possibly the fastest too, it is not correct to refer to
it as a Polynesian vessel, since Fijians are not normally
classified as Polynesians.

Regarding the canoe named Rusaivanua (“perished in-
land™), it is not true to say that it was “too large to move,”
since it was successfully launched. It was given that name in
triumph by its builders to taunt their critics who had claimed
that it was too ambitious and would rot where it was being
carved.

For the record, the Reverend Thomas Williams, who was
stationed in Lakeba at the time, measured the Rusaivanua as
follows: length 118 feet, deck 50 x 24 feet, height {rom keel to
deck 6 feet, height of deck-house 6 feet, length of mast 68
feet, length of yards 90 feet. It was built in Vulaga and sailed
to Lakeba on 19th November 1832 by its owner Roko Taliai,
the Tui Nayau, paramount chief of Lau.

Dr Paul Geraghty. Director,
Institute of Fijian Language and Culture.

e‘t.él.'w?ubhcations
F

BOOK REVIEWS

L) Moon Travel Handbooks have just issued four new
blockbusters that deal with the Pacific or Southeast Asia: New
Zealand Handbook (Fourth Edition); Vietnam, Cambodia and
Laos Handbook (First Edition); Micronesian Handbook
(Fourth Edition), and the 7hailand Handbook (Second Edi-
tion). We hope to have in-depth reviews on 7he Micronesian
Handbook the Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos Handbook and
the Thairlnad Handbook in our next issue.

L New Zealand Handbook (Fourth Edition) by Jane
King. Moon Travel Handbooks, PO Box 3040, Chico, CA
95927 US $19.95. Soft cover. New Zealand Handbook has 82
maps, including maps of cities, towns, and national parks.
Black/white photographs and line drawings are augmented by
8 pages of color photos. There is a book list and index.

The book is divided into North Island and South Island,
and includes information on outdoor recreation, national parks
and reserves, museums, ideas for traveling with children, and
many “off the beaten path™ destinations. The author focuses
on outdoor activities with stress on conservation, tramping,
mountaineering, river rafting, cycling, skiing, river rafting and
bungy jumping, to name but a few.

The general tourist information is well covered. Under
accommodations, the author stresses budget travel including
home stay, hostels, inns, and camping places. This guide is
aimed toward the younger traveler with back-pack and an
interest in sports. A few “higher end” hotels are mentioned but
first-class hotels are not listed individually; instead the reader
is referred to visitor centers for this information.

The entire prehistory of the Maori is contained in less
than one page of text and there is no mention of the rock
carving and painting sites found in New Zealand. If this
omission 1s due to objections by the present-day Maori, it is
not mentioned. The reading list does not reference the classic
book on the prehistoric rock art of New Zealand by Trotter
and McCulloch.
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MUSIC: CD

A new CD of Rapa Nui music has just been issued by
PAN Records:*“Te Pito O Te Henua: End of the World™. This.
collection of Easter Island songs and dances is #8 in the
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