RELFASE: 68-68 DATE: May 24, 1968

PALAU ANNUAL FAIR

The sixteenth Palau Annual Fair, held in Koror, has been judged
a success, in spite of weather and airlines schedules.

The day dawned bright and hot, but rain came at noon to postpone
the championship baseball game and send crowds of people scurrying

for shelter. But the rain could not dampen the enthsiasm of an esti-

mated 4000 fair-goers who stayed most of the afternoon,

The fair had been scheduled to take advantage of the first Air
Micronesia flight to Palau, but the hoped-for tourists did not materi-
alize when the late arrival in Guam of the DC-6 aircraft firced the
airline to conduct its proving run to Palau on May 17, eliminating
passengers from the aircraft.

But even without visitors from outside Palau, fair committee
chairman Jerry Craddock, head of Palau's community development depart-
ment, considered the fair successful, particularly because of the
number of people involved from outside Koror., Exhibits of handicraft
and farm produce from the various municipalities of Babelthuap, the
northern atoll of Kayangel, and the southern islands of Anguar and
Peleliu filled the district legislature building to overflowing. Also

included in the building were gducational exhibits prepared by various

.
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school classes and by such organizations as the Community Action
Agency, Mobil 0il, and Hawaii Architects and Engineers.

In the park between the legislature building and the Palau museum,
twenty thatched hooths housed food concegsions and a wide variety of
carnival games, sponsored oy various civie clubs. The museum had several
new displays ready for the fair, and featured one special exhibit which
drew every child at the fair: a cage containing three Anguar monkeys.

The recently organized Palau Girl Scouts provided guide service

and sold entrance tickets to the exhibit building.

The fair committee took in $370 from fees (five dollars per booth
and five dollars per exhibiting municipality) plus entrance tickets.
This money is used to cover this year's expenses and will provide next
year's fair committee with a starting budget, Figures were not avail-
able on the amount made by the varicus booths and by the handicrafts
and produce sales, but judging from the crowds waiting in line to
purchase produce the evening before the fair and handicragt the morning
the exhibit building opened, the fair caused a considerable amount of
money to change hands,

Blue ribbons were awarded in categories such as tortoise shell
work, jewelry, wood carving, painted storyboards, weaving and sewing,
and miscellanecus crafts. Farm products were judged by specialists from
the Department of Agriculture.'

The Palau championship baseball game was played between the
Mobil 0Oil team and the Golden State team sponsored by Foremost Dairies
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